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No Princess Margaret Parallel 


In the afterglow of Princess Margaret’s decision not to marry, 
some showmen at Paramount formulated plans to reissue ‘““Roman 
Holiday” which concerns a young, royal lady, Audrey Hepburn, 
who has a fling with a commoner, Gregory Peck, and then de- 
cides they’re not for each other, Not unlike the way Meg said 
no to Capt. Townsend. 

But Par was forced to drop the reissue idea when one of the 
company’s execs recalled some of the background of the “Roman 
Holiday” filming. When the company and producer William 
Wyler went to work on the property a couple of years ago an 
agreement was made with the British government. Mindful of 
the important United Kingdom market, the filmmakers stipulated 
there would be no mention made of a possible connection be- 
tween the picture and British Royalty. As a matter of fact, 
Wyler shot one scene for the sole purpose of establishing that 
his screen princess wasn't British. 

The restraint still holds and Par now feels there would be no 
point in a major-seale resale of “Holiday” if the headlines can't 
be used for bally purposes. 


J eee 


U.S. Prestige Vs. Russia Urged in Plea 
To Cut Tax for Fine Arts Media 


Washington, Nov. 8 + 
House Way and Means Commit- | 











Scenario for a Nightmare 


tee has been asked again to ex- | 
empt the live theatre, ballet, opera, | Each of the eight studios 
musical performances and lectures | making motion pictures in 


cooperatively 
Although 
subsidy 


from the Federal admissions tax. is 
Pitch was made by Rep. Thompson 


(D., N.J.) in a latter to Rep. Aime 


Yugoslavia 
owned by its staff. 
enjoying Government 


J. Forand, (D., R.I.), chairman of «and encouragement this is not 
a subcommittee on the technical; a one-way street. 


and administrative problems of ex- | If the co-op brings in a flop 
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MANKIEWICZ,€ 
DEALS AS TIP 


By GEORGE ROSEN 





ii 


took two 
last week 


industry and television 
giant strides forward 


50° partnership with Joseph 
Mankiewicz in a major deal which 
in effect gives the network a firm 
foothold in Hollywood pix produc- 
tion; (2) Columbia Pictures is ini- 
tiating overtures with the major 
tv networks to turn out 90-minute 
made-for-tv features to be used as 
spectaculars. 

The two moves are perhaps the 








cise taxes. | picture, the salaries of all stu- 
rhompson is author of bills to dio employes can be cut up to 
exempt fine arts programs from | 20%. 
the U. S. excises. 
lhe maintenance of a strong 
and increasingly creative protes- 6 Py 
sional theatre and music industry.” S ar osta SIC 
wrote Thompson, “is essential to 


the cultural welfare of the country. 


Russia and its satellite countries | woop 
are busily spreading the lie that | 0 y 5 
While the United States is a fabu- | 


lously wealthy country, it lacks the 
Cultural accoutrements of a great 





mvt and is indeed crassly mate- | ll Battle arns 
tals 1c. 
“Nearly every other country in / 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 

New — but newest — Hollywood 
trend is to war features, obviously 
the result of the hefty returns 
from Universal's “To Hell and 
Back,” a top grosser last month. 
Universal itself bought Erich 
| Maria Remarque’s “A Time to 
Love and a Time to Die,” which 
will not be ready for the cameras 


(Continued on page 54) 


Diskers Don’t Have Much 
Xmas Spirit Towards DJs 
For Late Tune Getaway 





ce or four weeks. 


an unpleasant subject. 
One a&r 


scl man pointed out that Regardless of motives there are 
~w “eae the deejays waited until mow 11 properties in the works to 
ele ae etore spinning the new Join four recently completed. All 
omernn ae and no single hit deal either with World War II or 
teats a Some stations have al- the Korean postscript. 
¥ ‘old the companies _ that Universal will start “Battle 
‘Continued on page 44) { (Continued on page 61) 





iy | 


B<] 

Meech, company execs are again | Until next year. ; a 

the a the disk jockeys for Ready-made audience of former 

Dhricten programming Start on | Servicemen who may want to see 

Claim a platters, The diskers stories of the war in which they 

os Postage there's no valid reason | participated is one of the argu- | 
date cart post- Thanksgiving teeoff | ments advanced to explain trend. 

vg the J that the deejays are “tak- | Another is that the public may 

ote Hing bere of the Xmas busi- | have reached a nostalgic” feeling 
th Y limiting exposure time to about what has until recently been 


most significant since the acquisi- 
tion of RKO studios and its back- 


log of features by General Tele- | 
i radio's Tom O'Neil and once again 


j}aecent both the television indus- 
| try’s and the Hollywood studios’ 
|awareness of the “one-big-show 
' business in the realm of things to 
come’’—a move already given in- 
icentive by Metro, 20th-Fox and 
| Warners in their individual net- 
| work deals. 

' The NBC pact with Mankiewicz 
| has been one of the c!osely-guarded 


secrets of recent weeks. As yet the 
overall implications of the two-way 
deal haven't been tipped, but 


bought a 50°; 
Mankiewiz'’s independent Figaro 





for the production ot “The Bare- 
foot Contessa,” one of last year's 
releases. It’s understood that, in 
addition to NBC thus finding an 
opening wedge to put it in the 
| theatrical pix business whereby 
NBC will finance future Figaro 


productions, (‘in a move’ which 
| counterparts the network's financ- 
ing of the Howard Lindsay-Russell 
Crouse legit production of the in- 


coming Alfred Lunt-Lynn_ Fon- 
| tanne play), it also makes Man- 
kiewicez available to NBC for its 


creative tv roster. The assumption, 
too, is that, just as NBC will en- 
on 54) 


(Continued page 


Rineling’s Deal 
For Colorspec TV 


and Barnum 
get a 
Foods 





Ringling Bros 
Circus will 
from General 


The 
|& Bailey 
$110,000 


on 


ithe Dec. 16 colorspec over CBS-TV. 


| Milton Pickman, who finalized the 
| negotiations, gets a separate fee 
of about $15,000 tor his efforts. 
| Pickman is also arranging a spring 
'telecast of the circus coincident 
'with its N. Y. opening, also at the 
|} Same terms. 
| All production costs and 
below the line, will be assumed by 
General Foods. Benton & Bowles 
is the agency on this deal The 
'colorspee will emanate from Sara- 
sota (Fla.’, Ringling’s winter quar- 
' ters. 


above 


Wedding of the motion picture) 


whereby (1) NBC has gone into | 
L. | 


| VARIETY has learned that NBC has | 
ownership stake in! 


Holding Co., the outfit responsible | 


net | 


— 


On Key Casting; 





Private Peeling 
Chicago, Nov. 8. 

Strippers in suburban Calu- 
met City hot spots are peeling 
behind screens or curtains 
now, in an attempt to get 
around a recently-passed city 
ordinance which bans the girls 
from removing clothing “in 
public view.” 

The peelers go behind the 
curtains while performing their 
“art,” and return to the cus- 
tomers’ view with fewer hind- 
rances to the roving eye. 











Freelance Star Status Haunts H’wood 


Agents as Heavies 


* The stars are calling the turns 
in Hollywood. Independent pro 


ducers and top studios alike ar« 


|suffering a major migraine be- 
/cause it’s becoming increasing!y 


| difficult to set up the right kind oi 
' cast for specific properties. 

Paramount has a yen for the 
| Joe E. Lewis autobiography, ‘The 
| Joker Is Wild,” but will buy it only 
;}if Frank Sinatra is available for 
| the central role. Columbia had 
| trouble in getting “Joseph and His 
i Brethren” off the ground due to 
| the unavailability of key players, 
| Similar situations have been crop- 
| ping up on every lot. 

There can be no question that 





‘Guys’ (Legiter) 
Tops $1 Million 
Backer Payoff 


The payoff to backers of “Guys 
and Dolls” the 
$1,000,000 have 


has now passed 


mark. Investors 
return on their $250,000 contribu- 
tion, representing 400°; 
profit. 

From 


over 


1-Oct. 20, the 
period covered in the latest ac- 
counting on the Cy Feuer-Ernest 
H. Martin production, the musical 
earned $55,869, including $39,650 
in stock royalties, $19,678 from the 
London production and $2,161 in 
record royalties. Expenses and 
taxes for the period totaled $5,620 

The backers’ share of the 
tributed profit, as of last 
was $967,175. Another $44,000 
has since been paid. The backers, 
incidentally, get 55° of the profits, 
with the remaining 45° going to 
the management. Additional in- 
come still forthcoming to the pro- 
duction includes its 40°7 share, 
| less commissions, of a $100,000 bal- 
lance on the $1,000,000 film sale to 
Samuel Goldwyn. That coin to 
be paid next Jan. 3, with song- 
‘writer Frank Loesser and libret- 
itists Jo Swerling and Abe Bur- 
rows splitting the other 60° 


last June 


dis- 


is 


« 
« 





‘ ’ 
Helen Hayes Theatre 
The Fulton Theatre, N. Y., is 
| ing renamed the Helen Hayes The 


Tige 


be- 


atre, effective Nov. 21, when’ 
at the Gates” 
Plymouth, N. Y. 


mark her 50th anniversary on 


moves over from the 
Miss Hayes will 
the 
professional stage next January. 

Only other Broadway legit house 
named for an aciress is the Ethel 
Barrymore. The Maxine Elliott 
Theatre is under lease as a ticie-- 
‘vision studio, 


thus far received a $1,011,175 net ! 


May 31. | 


; most studios would be making 
| more pictures if stars under con- 
tract came near matching the 
| rosters of a few years ago. These 
|; pacts were torn up as an economy 
mcasure, 

It's now developed to the point 
v.heve filmmakers are dependent 
on little more than a couple of 
dozen performers. And if they don't 
want to work, there’s no picture. 


United Artists is a factor. This 
distributor and financier of indie 
filinos has been encouraging thie 
corporate setups established by 
“name” actors and actresses. Fo; 
understandable capital gains ta? 
reasons, these thespians want tc 
function under the aegis of thei 


own companies and they have first 
commitments with UA to fulfill. 
Robert Mitchum, Kirk Douglas 
3urt Lancaster, Betty Grable, Jane 
Russell, Sinatra, and Henry Fonda 
to name a few, as a result can be 
lured to a major studio only be. 
(Continued on page 61) 


Chances of Parole Hurt, 
Says Con, Suing Film Co. 
Fer Crime Reenactment 


Los Angeles, Nov. 8. 

Second lawsuit over the low 
budget “Night Holds Terror’ was 
filed against Columbia Pictures in 
Superior Court here by Leonard 
1), Mahan Jr., San Quentin convict 
who contends the film was based 
on the crime for which he is serv- 
ing a sentence. AS a result, ac- 
cording to the action for $750,000, 
his chances for a parole have been 
lessened 
film was made for under $64,000 
{ndrew and Virginia Stone, Co- 
lumbia released and is believed to 

supplied financing. 
\iahan contends the film 
him as a murderer 
led to show that he has constant- 
nuintained his innocence Eu- 
cene Courtier, real-life hostage in 


1) 


1) 
de- 
picted and 


the incident for which Mahan was 
convicted, was also named a de- 
fendant. 

First legal action, also for $750 
000, was filed last summer by Ma- 
han father, retired Army majJoi 
Leonard D. Mahan Sr. who 
charged invasion of privacy 
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$20 Top at Vienna 


House’s Many 


By EMIL W. MAAS 


Vienna, Nov. 8. 

Bigger than a Hollywood open- 
ing in Grauman’s Chinese in the 
old days, Austria’s proudest resto- 
ration, the Statopera, has opened 
with “Fidelio.” Some 
applications for admission to the 
high - scaled ($200 top) _pre- 
miere represented one of the giant 
pincer movements of theatrical his- 
tory since there are but 1,656 seats 
and 551 standing places. An eye 


for detail would add that the No. 6 | 


seat in each of the 72 boxes, per- 
petrated from the days of mon- 
archy, is more bench than chair. 


As of Nov. 3 the advance sales | 


of tickets stood at $500,000, over 
25° more than the entire Salz- 
burg Festival take for 1955. 

The new building is equipped 
with a number of innovations. Ele- 
vators for one. Espresso cafes for 
another. And airconditioning, a 
great novelty here. There are 
headphones’ for hard-of-hearing 
and late arrivals will be able to 
hear, if not see, the opera. Vienna 
adheres severely to the rule that 
nobody may enter the auditorium 
once the conductor has raised his 
baton. 

Incidentally the conductor’s po- 
dium is elaborately worked hy- 
draulically with pushbutton con- 
trol of lights and mobility. On the 
second balcony there is a “sound 
booth” for radio and television 
pickups. The stage and lighting 
equipment is from New York. Plat- 
forms rise and fall, pivot and re- 
volve in the manner of the Radio 
City Music Hall. 

Orchestra, chorus, ensemble 
have separate rehearsal chambers, 
the ballet has two. There is an 
underground tunnel to move in 
scenery, costumes and props with- 
out creating a traffic bottleneck. 

Period from Nov. 5-Dec. 5 will 
constitute the ““musical coronation” | 
after which prices Austrians might 
be able to afford will go into effect. 

(Continued on page 54) 





30,000 | 


Opera Opening; 
Yank-Like Gadgets 


Foreign Press in U. S. 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 

The new Hollywood Foreign 
| Press Assn. held its first luncheon 
meeting here last week and heard 
| Robert Vogel, MGM international 
| publicity chief, commend the over- 
seas coverage of the film colony. 
| Theirs was a more constructive 
attitude than that of their Ameri- 
can counterparts, he declared. 

Hollywood now has 115 foreign 
reporters covering the beat as 
compared to only 37 foreign re- 
porters in Washington. Greatest 
concentration of overseas scribes 
is at the United Nations, where 
179 are employed. 











Ed Weiner’s Evaluation 
Of Pal Winchell More 


7 ” b] 
Or Less ‘Dispassionate 
By ABEL GREEN 

Broadway publicist Ed Weiner, 
longtime friend of his subject, has 
written a biography of Walter Win- 
chell under the title ‘‘Let’s Go to 
Press” (Putnam; $3.75). Right 
away the question: since press- 
‘agents are congenitally beholden 
to columnists, what price integrity 

and dispassion in such a book? 


To the credit of both, it goes 
pretty well dowu the middle. If 
an out-and-out commercial, who’d 
read such creampuff publicity? As 
it is, Weiner has done about as 
definitive a closeup on the col- 
umnist as the circumstances allow. 

There’s a lot of inside stuff 
which will interest insiders since, 
for the first time, it is spelled out. 
There is an attempt to trace Win- 
chell’s 


McCarthyism. Winchell’s courage 





Benny $650,000 Winner 
As Tax Angle Is Upheld 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 


Jack Benny won a tax tiff against 
the Federal Government last week. 
Case stems from Benny’s switch 
from NBC to CBS in 1948 in which 
Benny sold Amusement Enterprises 
Inc., in which he owned 60%, to 
CBS. Question involved was 
whether the sale involving $2,260,- 
000 would go under regular income 
tax or be classified as a capital 
gains deal. Under income tax com- 
putations, Benny would have to 
pay approximately 75%, but would 
pay only 25% if classified as a cap- 
ital gains deal. Tax difference 
means about $650,000 to Benny. 

The issue has been under appeal 
since October of last year. The at- 
torneys in the case, John B. Milli- 
gan and Lloyd Wright, latter 
prexy of the American Bar Assn., 


received the ruling last week from | 


the United States Tax Court in 


Dies, Reynolds, Fish, 
| Hoffman, the lunatic-fringers like 
| Gerald L. K. Smith, Joe Kamp and 
| Lizzie Dilling, makes an arresting 
| documentary. 


| the impact of a tell-’em-off col- 
/umnist, supported by an untram- 


| (Continued on page 61) 


|Grable-James Team 


| In First Vegas Date 


Las Vegas, Nov. 8. 

| In his hunt for new names at the 
| Royal Nevada, producer Bill Miller 
has pacted team of Betty Grable 
‘and hubby Harry James for four 
| weeks starting Jan, 24. Deal calls 
for the team’s twice-yearly appear- 
ance, the second four-framer to be 
| played out six months after their 
| initial engagement. 

It will mark the first time the 
Jameses have doubled to play a 
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FRANK DE VOL 
Composed and Conducted Music for 
U.A.’s “The Big Knife.” 

Colgate Variety Hour on NBC-TV. 
Preparing —for TV—“DO YOU 
TRUST YOUR WIFE?” §starring 
EDGAR BERGEN, “BETTY WHITE 
SHOW.” 


Royal Command 








By HAROLD MYERS 


London, Nov. 8. 
“After 10 vears of trial and error, 


mand film gala now seem to have 
arrived at a highly successful and 
acceptable formula. And it is based 
on the simple premise that the 
Queen is herself quite an ardent 
film fan and prefers an evening of 
sheer entertainment instead of an 
occasion in which pomp and pag- 
eantry predominate. 

To achieve this formula, several 
radical changes were introduced 





| 
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The book brings into focus anew | 
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this year, notably in regard to pic- 


original ardent FDR’ism | ture selection and to actual stag- 
and to explain why Weiner thinks | jing. Both paid off and the general 
the columnist has veered towards ! consensus is that last week’s gala 


hit the right note by its concen- 


in fighting the “assolationists,” the | tration of the film project, rather 
Ratzis, the Bundists, Hitler, Sena-| than attempting to rival the stage 
tors and Congressmen like a | presentation of the Royal Variety 
Wheeler, | 


shows. 

The first major policy changes 
innovated this year was in the 
method of selection. The old 
viewing system, which came under 
Palace fire after last year’s choice 
of “Beau Brummell,” was scrapped 
and a new panel was elected, with 
an independent chairman in the 
person of Lord Radcliffe. The se- 
lection board included leaders of 
the trade associations and two rep- 
resentatives of the Critics’ Circle, 
Harold Hobson, drama critic of the 
Sunday Times (who is this year’s 
| president) and A. Jympson Har- 
|man, film critic of the Evening 
News. 

Their final selection of ‘To Catch 
a Thief” was made over far more 
pretentious subjects and upset all 
the forecasters who had predicted 


(Continued on page 54) 


For Oaklies Kids Look 
In Quaker Oats Box: 
Offset to Television 


Charles M. Reagan, Metro sales 
Vv. p., has received an okay from 
| all circuits around the country on 
the film company’s plan to induce 
'children’s theatre admissions via 
ithe Annie Oakley routine. The M-G 
gimmick is a free pass deposited 
|in each of 60.000.000 packages of 
Quaker Oats products. Condition 
of each free entry is that the hold- 
| er is 12 years old or younger and 
accompanied by an adult who pays 
| the regular rate. 
| Reagan sounded out exhibs in 
|all territories on the idea and re- 
| portedly was given the go-ahead 
Without any dissidents at all. The 
|exhibs figured in importantly, of 
| course, since the promotion en- 
tailed gratis admissions. 
| As it’s now laid out, the plan 
entails only two pictures, these be- 








jing “Forever Darling,” which is # 


Lucille Ball-Desi 
and ‘Forbidden 


Arnaz comedy, 
Planet,” science- 
fiction entry. It will be extended 
;to other films under the agree- 
ment with the cereal company if 
the initial results so warrant. 
Key angle is that M-G is mindful 
of television’s grip on the moppets 
| and is out to lure them away, 
| along with cash-paying parents. 


. Laughs-at-Last 


the organizers of the Royal Com- | 


TS 
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1,000 Francs Worth of Libel 





(From Variety, March 26, 1930) 


Variety’ Default—Socked 
In Paris—Francs, Jail, Ete. 


Paris, March 25. 


Last week, in a local court 
VARIETY was fined 1.000 francs 
($40), assessed 150,000 francs 


($6,000) as damages and with the 
fine, its publisher in New York was 
ordered into a French jail for 30 
days. 

Pierre Meyer, in the Palace re- 
vue, started the action, alleging 
he had been damaged when 
VARIETY printed his wife had gotten 
him the job through paying for it. 

No service of any kind had been 
made upon VARIETY of the Meyer 
action. The first notice was when 
the U. P. sent over a cable last 
week mentioning the fine and dam- 
ages but neglecting to speak of that 
30-day jail run, 

VARIETY made no appearance, 
could not answer and the whole 


‘judgment was entered by default. 


VARIETY has been sued into the 
millions and the only U. S. dam- 
age award against the paper was 
for 6c, and then it was a “token” 
salve to the plaintiff because “the 
head was too strong.” It’s journal- 
istic knowledge that frequently 
the heads create more cause for le- 
gal complaint, and that if judged 
on the story phraseology in the ba- 
sic story there would be no real 
cause for complaint. 

The above Paris “libel” of 1930 
was committed by Abel Green, wno 
had been sent abroad by the paper 
to organize VARIETY foreign news 
service. In France as in Britain, 
unless the critic is “invited’’ by 
the management, criticism is not 





, to 


“privileged.” Actor Pierre Meyer 
was reportedly of the Wealthy 
Meyer family ‘then said to be in 
control of Old England, stji)j a 
Paris department store landmark 
on the corner of the rue Scripe 
and the Blvd. des Capuccines). 
Founder Sime Silverman |ater 
told Time Magazine (1), “Since 
Abel is over there on a fancy ex. 
pense account I am sure he ¢an 
handle it; (2), he is due to return 
the homeoffice anyway-——he 5 


| been squawking about being hone- 


Sick after two years over there 
and (3), since I have never had 
any intention of going to France, 
or Europe, that jail thing doesn’t 


bother us.” Incidentally, the fine 
was. never paid. . 
The French Surete at around 


that same time called on Varierty’s 
Paris representative and with Gal- 
lic elaborateness explained that 
“since Mr. Green is a guest of La 
Belle France, he surely would not 
want to abuse France’s hospitality 
with carping and captious criti- 
cism.” This was an allusion to 
some frank remarks on gyp nitery 
joints. Otherwise it would be “the 
most unpleasant duty of the Sureie 
to escort Mr. Green to any of the 
French borders he prefers.” Which 
was French for the bum’s rush; 
geddadere; who-sent-for-you? etc, 
When the French Surete was as- 
sured that Madame Green was very 
homesick for New York, and it 
was an intention to return home 
on the maiden voyage of the SS 
Europa “some time in the late 
spring or early summer” the 
French Surete representatives 
were most charmingly relieved. 
They would be pleased to wait any 
reasonable number of months. 
And so another international inci- 
dent was averted. 





U.S. Talent Scores Big At 
Royal Command Vauder 


London, Nov. 8. 


U. S. talent dominated the Royal 
Command Performance last night 
(Mon.) at the Victoria Palace here. 
Acts were drawn from all parts of 
the world, including the Soviet 
Union. Among those getting ova- 
tions from the audience, which 
contributed a $50,000 gross for the 
greatest one-nighter of the year, 
included Johnnie Ray, who over- 
came audience’ reserve; Lena 
Horne, who made a click impact; 
Alfred Drake and Doretta Mor- 
row, of the Kismet troupe, who got 
a tremendous mitt; Channing Pol- 
lock, whose magic intrigued, and 
George Jessel, who quipped, sang 


(Continued on page 54) 





2 Foreign Press Groups’ 
Merger Will Simplify 
Show Biz Coverage 


The move to improve conditions 
for foreign critics covering the 
N. Y. show business beat is being 
intensified. This is refiected in 
the merger yesterday (Tues.) of 
the Stage & Screen Foreign Press 
Club with the Foreign Press Assn. 
The two orgs joined to avoid any 
future misunderstanding as to the 
bona fide status of foreign crix 
covering the entertainment field in 
N. Y. and also to secure wider rec- 
ognition for those crix. 

SSFPC, formed in 1951, was com- 
prised solely of foreign crix, while 
the FPA, founded in 1918, has 


(Continued on page 54) 








Show Biz’s Universal ‘Open Door x 


“One World” may still be a diplomatic pipedream, but for 








show biz, it’s only an expanded one-niter circuit. With the click 
of foreign names in the U. S. and conversely, of Americans 
abroad, talent itineraries nowadays look like a Rand-McNally 
index that reads as readily from Bali to Broadway as from Peoria 
to Paris. 
The payoff has been spectacular, not only coinwise, but in 
global goodwill—an important factor in these parlous times. 
While the Soviets have been giving their cultural “exports” in 
the ballet and classical music idioms a propaganda coloration, 
the U. S. entertainers overseas are unsponsored and unofficial 
ambassadors—and maybe more effective because of that. 
Certainly, Louis Armstrong’s current trek through Europe, 
with his combo, is a mopup from any angle and again under- 
lines the truism that music speaks a language that knows no 
national barriers. Satchmo’s latest triumphal march through Eu- 
rope and the Far East, before that, caps the worldwide acceptance, 
even beyond the Iron Curtain, of that most typical of American 
products—jazz. And that goes for both the hot and cool schools 
since the Stan Getzes, the Gerry Mulligans and the “Jazz at the 
Philharmonic” shows are also hot properties in both hemispheres. 
The Russians, too, have been no slouches with their talent show- 
casing. Pianist Davil Gilels and fiddler David Oistrakh have been 
on the global shuttle and have been internationally acclaimed. 
The Soviet ballet troupes, not to speak of their chess teams, have 
been better salesmen for their native land than Molotov ever was. 
The U. S., of course, has not been exclusively on a jazz kick 
overseas. The “Porgy and Bess” troupe, which once had State 
Dept. auspices but no longer has, is set to make a precedental 
invasion of the Russian satellite countries, while the N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic, on its tour of Europe last spring, gave a solid account 
of this country’s longhair prowess. 
Talent exchanges among the U. S., England, France and Spain 
have been longstanding. Currently the Comedie Francaise troupe 
from Paris is reaping critical kudos in its Broadway stand, while 
the frequent flamenco imports from Spain have been consistent 
boxoffice items at New York’s Carnegie Hall, Also in the dance 
medium, the Royal Danish Ballet, from the Royal Theatre 11 
Copenhagen, has been set to preem in the U. S. next September. 
Even AFM chief James C. Petrillo and the British musicians 
union are beginning to swing in unison. Next year, breaking 4 
15-year mutual ban, Britain’s Ted Heath orch will tour the U. > 
with Stan Kenton’s organization due to reciprocate in the United 
Kingdom. 
The “open door policy” seems to exist only in show business. 
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Paris, Nov. 8. 
Vriting in the highbrow weekly, 
Les Arts, French film critic Jac- 
ques Rivette declares American 
fill enjoying a_ sparkling 
Penaissance. He sees a type of 
cinema a vivacious, generous, 
which he credits to “independent” 
production in Hollywood, plus new 
Lucid and sincere qualities, 


ns are 


names 
not only weaken American stereo- 
types and expose the laborious 


monotony of other national film 
product. 
Rivette adds that the French 
film critics of today do not under- 
stand the present U.S. film. He 
that recent essays on the 
cinema by French critics exposes 
them as completely ignorant of 
new young names and “still in the 
Fritz Lang, Howard Hawkes, Elia 
Kazan, Edward Dymytryk, Fred | 
Zinneman syndrome. He complains 
of backwardness a sluffing off of 
such important newcomers 
Richard Aldrich, Anthony Mann, 
tichard Quine, Edgar Ulmer, Rich- 
oa Brooks and Nicholas Ray. 
Another misconception among 
French critics, says Rivette, is their 
belief that U.S. films are _ not 
works of individual artists , and | 


phage 


gories. 
dies, westerns, police and gangster 
films together without picking the 
unusual ones from the ordinary. | 


TRICKY ROYALTY SPLIT 





The Jean Anouilh play, “L’Alou- 
ette.”” to which 
quired the film rights, will prob- 
ably be assigned to John Huston 
under his partnership arrangement | 
with the film country. Huston had 
seen the original French version 
of the play 
est in converting it to the screen. 


An adaptation by Lillian Hell- 
man of “L'Alouette” wiH be pre- 
sented on Broadway Nov. 17 by 
Kermit Bloomgarden, with Julie 
Harris in the starring role. Al- 
though the AA deal does not in- 
volve Miss Hellman’s adaptation, 


Broadway production will share in 
the film sale. The arrangement, 
considered unique, provides 60°7 
for Anouilh (with Miss Hellman 
getting an undisclosed share of the 
percentage), 30° for the Broad- 
way production, and 10% for a pre- 
vious London production adapted 
by Christopher Fry. 
that should AA decide to employ 
either Miss Hellman’s or 
adaptation, a new 
have to be made with the parties 
concerned. 





MEET MISS TOMKINSON 


the Unrevealed Author of 


‘Les Girls’ 

Metro isn't saying so but the 
author of “Les Girls,” which Sol 
Siegel is to pieturize for studio, is 
Constance Tompkinson. It’s a 
factual yarn concerning four show- 
Bitls in Paris and appeared re- 
fently in the Atlantic Monthly. 

Although Miss Tomkinson’s 
Story thus appeared in public print, 
(ie \MLG legal department, with 
Chavacteristic caution, 
her name used in any announce- 
ments about the pie project. Com- 
Pilly has still to obtain a couple of 


earances before the fiim can 
Olt 


She's 








Casting ‘Band of Angers’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 

Under consideration for “si in 
mization of “Band of Angels,” 
Robert Penn Warren ac- 
Warner Bros., are Grace 
Marlon Brando, 
Rosenberg will produce 
FO Warners, with Ivan Goff and 
CN set by agent Irving 


{ 

| 

L. sp 

\ a screenplay the pre-Civil 
dram a. 


; 

i 

hovel Oo} 
q ired by 
Ke lly and 


Frank 


Robe ‘rts 
to 


F French Highbrow Praises U.S. Films, 


Chides Fellow Critics’ Ignorance 


7% 
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Sweeter ’n’ Sweeter 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 

An American Film Festival 
in - -sscow next year was pro- 
posed by one of the Russian 
editors currently touring the 
United States during a visit to 
the film studios here. Visitors’ 
open admiration for U.S. prod- 
uct was underlined in the com- 
plaint that Russia has had no 
Hollywood films since the be- 
ginning of World War It. 

Film festival proposal, one 
of the visitors said, will be 
broached officially in Moscow 
when the party returns from 
the present junket. 

Touring scribes agreed that 





as | 


authors but of eycles and tates | (T 
Thus they lump all come- | son), 


ON ‘VALOQUETTE’ FILM 


Allied Artists ac- | 


and expressed inter- | 


It’s stressed | 


Fry’s | 
agreement will | 


didn’t want | 


Russian people miss American 
films and are anxious to get 
new product. 








Sturges-Gaumont Film’s 


U. S. Release Must Await 


Paris, Nov. 8. 
Preston Sturges’ recently fin- 
bopon French-English version film 
Les Carnets Du Major Thompson” 
he Notebooks of Major Thomp- 
based on the book of Pierre 





| Daninos, will probably have its An- 


glo-American distribution held up 
until star Martine Carol finishes 
iher first film for 20th-Fox, which 
| She begins in January ’56. Miss 
| Carol is exclusively signed for Eng- 
| lish-speaking roles by 20th, and 
was allowed to do the Sturges fea- 
ture only when the French govern- 
ment requested her presence in 
| this film which is a comic explora- 
| tion of English and French charac- 
| teristics via the 
oceans who marries a desir- 
able, vivacious French woman. 


French version could be dis- 
(tributed in the U. S., but that 
might hurt the chances of the 
Anglo print so it will probably be 
held up until 20th’ gives’ the 
| go-ahead sign. 
| “Carnets” is a French film pro- | 


duced and distributed by Gaumont, 
,and written by Sturges with Jack 


| Buchanan and Noel Noel also 
| starred. It’s Sturges’ first French 
film and details how the major 
|finally divorces his horsefaced, 


horsewoman wife and meets a lus- 
,cious French woman whom he mar- 
|ries, parts from and_ reconciles 
with 


EDUCATION OF A FILM 








20th Priority on Carol 





EAPECT BIC 
N FILM A 


By VICTOR SKAARUP 


Copenhagen, Nov. 8. 
Official censors of Denmark, 
Sweden and Norway have just met 





ALL-SVENSKA CENSOR BINGE 








in Oslo and jointly resolved upon | 


a new 
tough films. In this they follow a 
lead already taken by Finland, the 
fourth Scandinavian country. As 
an earnest of the seriousness of the 
resolve, Denmark’s censor, actor 
Arne Ole David, forthwith banned 
Warners “New York Confidential” 
in toto. The plea of WB’s local | 
exchange manager, Aaga W. Peter- 
sen, 


“get tough” policy toward | 


was rejected by the Ministry | 


of Justice which declined to coun- | 


termand the censor’s decision. 

It is being stated here 
American film producers may an- 
ticipate two to three times as 
many bannings of pictures as here- 
tofore the average. Sadistic and 
brutal gangster-type action will es- 
pecially be vulnerable but Euro- 
pean producers, especially those of 
Italy, France and Sweden, with 
sexsational angles in their art films 
will also feel the conservative 
swing. 

Denmark itself is somewhat 
vided in viewpoint. Although tra- 
ditionally liberal and easy-going 
this tiny kingdom has the highest 
per capita suicide and homicide 
rate in the world as quoted in 
“The Sane Society” by Eric Fromm 
and that gives the authorities a 

(Continued on page 18) 


‘Hubley of Storyboard Inc. 
Gets $22,500 Settlement 
On Unfinished ‘Finian’s’ 


Out of court settlement for $22.- 


di- 





| 900 has ended the hassle between 


response of a staid | 
| ine.. 


John Hubley, prexy of Storyboard 
and red Schwartz’ Distribu- 
tors Corporation of America, which 
produced the incompleted “Fin- 
ian’s Rainbow” feature. Hubley 


|directed the animated film. 


| Hubley’s 
land it 
responsibility 





Settlement was arranged by 
attorney Max Toberoif 
relieves him of all further 
n to DCA and “Fin- 


ian’s. 





| WB pie is based largely 


that | 


|; submitted their 





Which Paper D’Ya Read 
Two of the top N.Y. critics 
last week took distinctly dif- 
ferent views of new 20th-Fox 
star Dana Wynter in “View 
from Pompey’s Head.” 
Said Bosley Crowther 
Times: “Miss Wynter, 
pretty but that’s all, carries 
her troubles as though they 
were in a basket on her head.” 
Said William K. Zinsser in 
the Tribune: “Miss Wynter 
is the epitome of the Southern 


of the 
who is 


belle. She may be England’s 
best gift to the American 
screen since Vivien Leigh.” 








Gauvreau, Lester Cohen 
Seek to Enjoin Warner 


Biog of Gen. Mitchell 


Suit was filed in N. Y. Federal 
Court this week seeking to enjoin 
Warners from releasing its upcom- 
ing “Court Martial of Billy Mitch- 
ell,” Gary Cooper starrer. Also 
sought is an impounding of. all 
prints of the film during pendency 
of the court action. 

Plaintiffs are Emile H. Gauvreau 
and Lester Cohen, who allege the 
on their 
uncopyrighted story, “Billy 
ell U.S.A.,” and their copyrighted 
book, “Billy Mitchell, Founder of 
Our Air Force and Prophet With- 
out Honor,’ published by E. P. 
Dutton & Co. in 1942. Also a de- 
fendant is Milton Sperling, pro- 
ducer of the film. 

Gauvreau and Cohen charge they 
story to WB and 
the latter entered negotiations for 
the rights but a deal couldn’t go 
through because the U. S. War De- 
partment withheld its 


Now, states the complaint, “defen- 


|dants have copied substantial por- 


tions of the plaintiffs’ 
and uncopyrighted 
their pic production. 


_ — ee 


copyrighted 
material” in 


Nations! Reiatifices Survey 
Trade Starts to Perk; ‘Holiday’ New Champ, ‘Trial’ | 


2d, 


Many 


‘Brunettes’ 3d, 


firstrun theatres are get- 


ting something of-a lift this week: * 


from some added trade coming in 
on Election Day. and in certain in- 
tances from additional revenue 


| REPORTER—AT TIMES rst Armistice Day at tag end of 
week. Cooler weather was rated 
Howard Thompson, of the N. Y. ls favorable factor in most keys 

| Times film department, is shifting |; covered by VARIETY. 
i cityside for several months to! New champion this session is 
round out his general newspaper | “Cinerama Holiday” (Indie), which 
| experience. Film editor A. H.|/is benefitting from upbeats in sev- 
| Weiler states that Thompson will) eral keys, and the fact that it is 
‘return to the film department later. | holding so well in some 12 spots. 
During Thompson's absence, Mil-| With second biggest money and 


ton Esterow, from the local re- 
portorial staff, will handle Thomp- | 
son’s film department duties. An- 


other new 
is Dick Nason, also 
Nason succeeds Oscar Godbout 
who was shifted by the Times to 
the Coast to assist Thomas M. 
Pryor in the expanded coverage of 
Hollywood film-tv activities. Film 
critic Bosley Crowther heads the 
four-man N, Y. staff. 





C’‘SCOPE LENS AT $240 


Bausch & Lomb 
| Price 


Produces Lowest 
To Date 

New $240 CinemaScope projec- 
tion lens is being brought out by 
Bausch & Lomb, making it the low- 
est-priced C’Scope lens on. the 
market, Pair will sell tor $480. 
designed for small 
neighborhood theatres and_ the 
drive-ins It's marketed via the 
regular theatre supply outlets. Sev- 
eral low-price anamorphic camera 
and projeciion lenses have recent- 
ily been put on the market, 


Lens 


IS 


member of the film staff | 
from cityside. | 


{to take sixth 


| 
| 


i 


uniformly excellent showings, 


“Trial” (M-G) is taking second 
place. It was first last week. 
“Gentlemen Marry Brunettes” 


(UA) is winding up third, a big 
step up from last round. “Rebel 
Without Cause” (WB) is a close 
fourth. “‘Desperate Hours” (Par) is 
capturing fifth position. 
“Sincerely Yours’ (WB) while 


is doing well enough 
spot. ““‘Lady Godiva” 
(U), disappointing in a number of 
locations, is grabbing considerable 
coin and finishing seventh, 

“Girl in Swing” (20th), 


a bit uneven, 


fourth 
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‘Rebel’ 


4th, ‘Hours’ 5th 


a week 
Big 
new, 


ago, 
Knife” (UA), comparatively 
is landing in ninth slot. ‘‘Sis- 
ter Eileen” (Col) is slipping to 
10th. “Tall Men” (20th), fifth last 
session, is 11th while ‘“‘Phenix City 

Story” (AA) is placing 12th. 
“Ulysses” (Par), “I Am Camera’”’ 
(DCA) and “Sheep Has 5 Legs” 
(Indie) are runner-up films. 
“Guys and Dolls” (M-G), 
Goldwyn opus, shapes as a 
newcomer, based on its showing 
opening week at the N.Y. Capitol 
where doing biz close to “Here to 
Eternity” (Col) at that house. 
“Queen Bee” (Col) largely dis- 
appointing this stanza playing in 
five key cities, being 5 ts A 
(M-G), which 


poor in Philly. 
Hall this week 


latest 
wow 


IS 


“Tender Trap” 


opens at N.Y. Music 


is rated great in Detroit. “‘Man 
With Gun” (UA), also new, is pac- 
ing both Buffalo and Indianapolis, 
and is lofty in Minne: 1polis “View 
From Pompey’s Head” (20th) is 
spotty, being boff in Washington, 
fair in N.Y., smash in Denver, mod- 
est in L.A. and socko in Philly. 

“To Hell and Back’”’ (tl still is 
big in Minneapolis and Chi, “Luc; 
Gallant” (Par) is fair in Balto. 
“Marty” (UA) looms brisk in Bos- 
ton and big in N.Y 

“African Lion” (BY) shapes stout 


in Balto, socko in Washington, good 
in L.A. and solid in N.Y. “Night of 
Hunter” (UA), okay in Toronto, 
rated weak in Detroit and Boston. 
“Man Alone” (Rep) looks okay 

Louisville and good in L.A. 
Fire” (U) is torrid in To- 


Is 


In 
“Kiss of 
ronto., 


(Coiplete [ 
V4 


Bowof fice Re ports On 


Payes 10-11) i 


Mitch- | 


approval. | 


is slipping to ae 1} 


p Willie Biof’s Last Shakedown; 
Hoodlum’s Boobytrapped Demise 
Recalls Blackmail of Studios 


+ 


Willie Bioff didn’t know the car 
was loaded. He stepped on the 
starter of his pickup truck in 
Phoenix, Arizona, last Friday (4) 
and was blown to death. Thus 
ended the career of a Chicago 
racketeer who, with George 
Browne, extorted over $1,000,- 
000 in shakedown money from the 
Hollywood film studios. 

Somebody's this - will -slay - you 
practical joke recalled for many 
a producer and homeoffice execu- 
tive an ugly chapter of real-live 
gangsterism that plagued the in- 


—— 


It Cost Us a Lot 
Long before he was finally 
brought to justice, Willie 
Bioff knew the open,’ blunt and 
persistent criticism of Variety, 


and was frankly puzzled that 
he could not buy or bully a 
more favorable attitude. But 
| Bioff was powerful enough to 
enforce a boycott of Holly- 
wood advertisers which cost 
VARIETY tens of thousands of 





dollars. 


VARIETY got lots of en- 

| couragement at the time in the 

form of warm congratulations 
by telephone, but few would 
buck Bioff’s word and support 
the paper with paid space. 





_—~ —_______. 





dustry 15 to 20 years ago. Browne 
was president of the International 


Alliance of Theatrical & Stage 
Employees and Bioff was his reps 
resentative. Their plot: The = stu- 


dios would pay them 82.000.000 or 
labor strikes would halt all pro- 
duction. The studios decided it 
| Was cheaper and proceeded to do 
so in installments. 
Browne and Bioff 
nearly five years 
nabbed on the extortion rap and, 
in the fall of 1941, were tried in 
(Continued 18) 
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New York Sound Track 


+444 
Orson Welles’ “Citizen Kane,’ which supposedly parallelleq 
some extent the late William Randolph Hearst’s career, won’t be 
this year by Ottawa Film Society, a membership group, because 
somewhat difficult to obtain,” bulletin to members says. 
Zachary Scott will co-star with Robert Mitchum in the latter’s jp 
“Bandid,” to be filmed in Mexico for United Artists release . 
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YUGOSLAV FILM INDUSTRY ON UPBEAT; 
KAUFMAN SIFTS 10, OKAY FOR WEST 


In Jolly Mood 


Sidney Kaufman (‘see ad- 
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shown 
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By FRED HIFT 
Exclusive rights to the distribu- 


Aaron Rosenberg Finds 


die, 





, : 3 a : ee + : - Cast 
tion of all Yugoslav films in the oining story) found the Yugo- . : of “The Great Locomotive Chase” completed location in Georgia ; 
English speaking territories have a industry in a surprisingly Participation of Actors fla and 


resumed filming at Walt Disney Studios. 


1et| Anne Bancreft will play femme lead opposite Audie Murphy j; 
No Breeder of Grief “Apache Agent,” to be produced by Aaron Rosenberg at U .. . Hal E. 


Talent participation deals insure | Chester signed Herbert Marshall for a top role in ‘The Weapon” - L 


been acquired by Sidney Kautman 
of Grand Prize Films in New 
York. 

Returning last week from a 13- 


expansive mood and his own 
trip well-timed. 
Seems that just before he 





arrived, a Russian delegation as ir | Alan Mowbray and Reginald Denny latest bits in huge cast of Michael opti 
— — trocar ~" ber had been to Belgrade and ~ Pg pagel ee agreie Rb | Todd’s “Around the World in Eighty Days” .., Guy Madison optic Gol 
Germany, ogy ggg on eo bought up, at good prices, a | TOUNG, Says i P | by 20th-Fox for another picture to follow his current starrer, “Thre. duc 
visited every one 0 ¥ ugos = six-year backlog of Yugo pro- Aaron Rosenberg who has had! poi of Space” .. . Metro has Japanese actress Machike Kyo fo; the pre 
oe See ae eig a — duction. It covered the period | plenty of experience with them. role of Lotus Blossom in “The Teahouse of the August Moon” ae 
— i coe i when Soviet and Yugo Com- | In New York last week prior to Bette Davis, Debbie Reynolds and Ernest Borgnine will be in Metro's star 
war films, had picked 10 features munism didn’t see eye-to-eye “The Catered Affair.” 2 0's a 
and 20 shorts as being suitable for : : : Se ‘going to Turkey to prepare a pic- | e Catere alr. 








distribution in the U. S. He may Dorothy Weichei of Redbook Magazine reacted to last issue’s “fqj- U 


‘ture on “Ataturk,” Rosenberg said | 





























. rm for oth reas | 6 9 ‘be : ' | tors, Fiction & Show Biz” two-headed story wherein the influence of and 
elles BR phe sien his experience with actors in par-| Life’s carrying fiction was mentioned . . . Story fiction content of was 
Production in Yugoslavia, where ac Oar é S | ticipation -arrangements had inev-| Redbook shoulda been taken into account, says the lady, in connec. the 
about a dozen films are being |itably been good. “They don't |tion with its “largest newsstand gain in the magazine industry” _ |. Qui 
. ; : hr li ; want to produce,” he said. “Sure,| her point is pertinent and could be extended to America and (Cos. thu 
turned out each year, is promising t f . - : Cos 
and he found at least five features ‘ we give away a lot of rights—script | mopolitan . . . but reverting again to fiction carried in a picture book, Ben 
that should be good for art house ula e a ing approval, director’s approval, etc. Cameron Hawley’s “Cash McCall,” which was previewed in excerpt by V.p. 
exhibition, Kaufman reported. For —but when it comes down to it, | Life is just now out as a book... Many showpeople will be interested Ma 
the rest, he has lined up a number these people are much too busy | in its theme of an operator in capital gain deals, possibly treated in a out 
of theatres in this country that are acting to worry about anything | novel for the first time . . . Hawley, whose “Executive Suite” was “Ge 
willing to play Yugoslav films, ermanhy else. I’ve never found anyone get- filmed by Metro, was for 20 years ad manager of Armstrong Cork and dete 
without titles, on a full or part- | ting into my hair. a “tough” radio sponsor of other writer’s fiction . .. Al Gannaway js rele 
time policy, catering to Yugoslav Frankfurt, Nov. 8. | Rosenberg, who has five a year | in Mexico City to score and dub “‘Adventure of Daniel Boone” for Re- han 
language groups. About a third of Metro’s “The Blackboard Jun- 0° his production sked, numbers public os: Mori Krushen is on another of his swingarounds for United y 
the pictures made in Yugoslavia | gle” whose rejection caused an /among his films several with James | Artists, hitting Dallas, Houston, New Orleans ... He makes 30 trips pic, 
are “hopeless” for the U. S. due} unusual international furore at last | Stewart, including the very suc- | average a year, spends 40° of his time on road. den 
to their political nature, Kauf-! ...mer’s Venice Film Festival has | cessful “Glenn Miller Story” in| Loew's International sales manager Samuel N. Burger off over the of | 
man found. , come up with an exceptional credit | which Stewart had a participation. | weekend for a seven-week inspection tour of the company’s Latin me! 
Very Anti-Nazi lin Germany The country’s Film | He’s responsible also for “To Hell | American offices . .. Baldwin pianos taking ads in key cities to herald and 
A number of strong anti-Nazi | Classification Board has _ granted /and Back,” the upcoming “Benny Warner Bros.’ Liberace starrer, “Sincerely Yours.” Incidentally, pianist Cod 
—. made by the Yugoslavs | 5 ha rating of ‘eupecialty re | Goodman Story,” and “The was mobbed by his middie-aged femme fans at the Paramount open- inge 
have been taken on by Kaufman pete tag that has heen handed | Shrike.” _ing last week . « « Larry Gore handling promotion on the Van Wolf. com 
As “wu, Guaer deat” out to only 24 pictures out of 3.000; | While he denies any “specializa- wi ved hope: sig ed to the “Man With the Gun” ; —— ~— 
. Pl hee ae , ',. 9 | possibilities in Germany. The | tion,” Rosenberg has drawn u | Publicists assigned to the “Man Wi re Gun” opening in New K 
bas song of Norwegian |“especially valuable” rating means | Series of biopic assignments. Next | Orleans last eek needed time to recuperate. Bob Mitchum gave them “Ge 
: ich German pressure cept from | that it is eligible for a reduction of | Year he'll do the Charles Russell | 2 choice of two items for breakfast: champagne or a martini . . . Arthur sigh 
| = pg eri ee ee |amusement taxes in the German Story (in VistaVision), starring Au- | Hornblow Jr: is in town after a month in Paris. The spotlighting of dru 
that ego Hi The Flap” eset thn ‘theatres showing it. die Murphy in the role of the cow- | Rodgers, Hammerstein, Todd and “AO” helped obscure the fact that boa 
ean rae ballet re ng a ieee ee Mian: a nails boy artist. He'll also do “Apache | Hornblow merely produced “Oklahoma” . . . An unsung hero of the pea 
trent 4 ‘ ae ee ae follow-up publicity campaign on Agent” which is based on a real- | picture business is Mike Linden librarian at MPAA. Historians need ren 
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There is a new studio operating government policy that both must | thought the film might role next | is to benefit Boystow f Italy. Act ; tng Ds Vseet showy 
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By GEORGE GILBERT is that in y, ae ute tha a be used. While he hasn’t seen Fred Feldkamp of | 
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by Herman Robbins, board chair-| js “juce.” 7 * Thi ‘ Lester-B. Isaac tu 
man of National Screen Service, at | woh sweeedent Harry M. Kalmine Chicago, Nov. 8 | 
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producers,” he said. “They give us 
a lot of valuable assistance. After 
all, they live with that material.” 


Harold Hecht 
William J. Heineman 
Sonja Henie 
William Holden 


close to camera give almost thce- 
dimensional effect. Distortions and 
color fade on sides are elimi 


—it being a matter of funds.” Ob- | 
he 


concerned with the p.r. side of the 
operation, 
MPEA has been without an Italo 


viously, added, ‘assistance to 


those beset with sickness and un-| 
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UA Decides to Support Preminger's 
Plea for Narcotics Theme Okay 


United Artists will exercise As + 


option to release “Man With the 
Golden Arm” and press for Pro- 
duction Code approval of the Otto 
preminger production despite its 
narcotics theme. As the Code now 
stands, any depiction of drug traf- 
fic is flatly taboo. 

UA’s decision to handle the film 
and seek to obtain the Code okay 
was made following a q.t. trip to 
the Coast over the past weekend. 
Quietly making the trip were Ar- 
thur B. Krim, president; Robert S. 
Benjamin, board chairman, and 
v.p.s William J. Heineman and 
Max E. Youngstein. They went 
out te see a rough-cut version of 
“Golden Arm” for the purpose of 
determining whether to take on its 
release in the light of the Code’s 
hands-off edict. 

Following the onceover of the 
pic, Krim stated: “We are confi- 
dent that the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America will recognize its im- 
mense potential for public service 
and grant the film a Production 
Code seal.” UA financed the Prem- 
inger picture but was under no 
compulsion to handle the distribu- 
tion. 

Krim and other UA-ites feel that 
“Golden Arm” offers a good in- 
sight on the destructive power of 
drugs and believe that MPAA 
board members, sitting as the ap- 
peals board in Code matters, would 
render a disservice if they with- 
hold Code sanction. The film was 
turned down in script form but 
the finished pic has yet to be ruled 
upon. 

Green light for the pic is con- 
ceivable but it would mean either 


(Continued on page 54) 





Say Parts of Spewacks’ 
Stage Adaptation Crept 
Into Paramount’s ‘Angels’ 


Parmount’s film, “We’re No An- 
gels,” currently in release, is un- 
fairly competing with Sam and 
Bella Spewack’s play, “My Three 
Angels,” it was charged Monday 
(7) in an infringement suit brought 
in N. Y. Federal Court. The Spe- 
wacks, who ask an injunction, dam- 
ages sustained and an accounting 
o{ the profits from the studio, claim 
that a “substantial portion” of their 
play was incorporated in the pic- 
ture. 

“My three Angels,” which the 
Spewacks adapted from Albert 
Husson’s French comedy, ‘La Cui- 
Sine des Anges,” was produced at 
the Morosco, N. Y., in 1953 by 
Saint Subber, Rita Allen and 
Archie Thompson, Paramount had 
bought the film rights shortly after 
the original Husson piece opened 
in Paris for a reported $16,000. The 
Spewacks and their production as- 
sociates later attempted to clear 
the screen rights from Par but 
were unsuccessful. 





Retrospective Awards; 
Fade-Back to 1915-1925 


; Rochester, Nov. 8. 

‘Georges” will be awarded 20 
Pioneers of silent films for ‘“‘dis- 
linctive contributions to the cine- 
Matic art during the memorable 
Period 1915 to 1925,” at the East- 
man Theatre here Nov. 17. Jesse 
L. Lasky will preside. 

Those singled out are: 
_ Actresses—Mary Pickford, Lil- 
lian Gish, Gloria Swanson, Mae 
Marsh, Norma Talmadge. 

Actors—Charles Chaplin, Harold 
Lloyd, Richard Barthelmess, Ron- 
ald Colman, Buster Keaton. 

Directors — Cecil B. DeMille, 
John Ford, Frank Borsage, Henry 
King, Marshall Neilan. 

Cameramen — Charles Rosher, 
Who did most of the Pickford films; 
Arthur Edeson, who photographed 
the Fairbanks pictures; Lee 
Garmes, Hal Rosson, Gloria Swan- 


son's cameraman, and John Sietz, | 


Whose credits include “Prisoner of 
éenda, “Four Horsemen” and 
Scar amouche,” 





Writer’s Jackpot 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 

Writer R. Wright Campbell 
set something of a record at 
Universal, selling the studio 
two stories in one week. 

First is ‘Gun for a Coward” 
which Campbell is now screen- 
playing. Second is ‘‘Quantez,” 
an old west story about four 
men and a girl attempting to 
escape to Mexico after robbing 
a bank. 


Czechs Must Give 
Written Pledges 
On Film Fest 


Washington, Nov. 8: 

The International Federation of 
Film Producers Associations has 
turned thumbs down on a resolu- 
tion admitting to membership film 
production bodies from the Soviet 
satellite nations and other dicta- 
tor eountries. There are now 22 
nations in membership. 


At its four days of meetings It 
did gesture mildly to the Soviet 
bloc by approving partieipation of 
Federation members in the 1956 
Karlovy-Vary (Carlsbad) Film Fes- 
tival in Czechoslovakia. 

Several of Europe’s festival “reg- 
ulars” got the nod, but the Fed- 
eration today (Tues.) held off on 
approving fests at Locarno in 1956 
and Brussels in 1958. Latter would 
tie in with the Belgian world’s 
fair that year. Producers group 
discussed international restrictions 
on film exchange. Tomorrow 
(Wed.) it’ll take up censorship. 
Thursday will be devoted to a dis- 
cussion of the U.S. market. Meet 
officially closes tomorrow. 

The Federation’s administrative 
council voted unanimously against 
any change in its rules for admis- 
(Continued on page 54) 











TEN FILMS GROSS 
$108,850, 00 


CinemaScope has paid off for 
20th-Fox on a global scale. The 
company’s top 10 releases, mostly 
the earlier CinemaScopers which 
have had a chance to play off both 
domestically and abroad so a reli- 
able estimate of their final earn- 
ing capacity can be obtained, will 
run up a total gross of $106,850,000. 

Of the 10, four alone are headed 
for close to $64,000,000 in com- 
bined global billings. That in- 
cludes “The Robe” which will 
wind up with about $32,000,000 
worldwide on its first time ’round. 

The global take for the four pix 
is more than the annual gross of 
several of the 20th competitors 
with a full slate of releases. 

Breakdown for the ten shows 
20th’s foreign take on them catch- 
ing up to the domestic gross. It’s 
$55,350,000 in the U. S. and Cana- 
da, and $51,500,000 elsewhere. For 
at least four pix, and probably five, 
the foreign gross will actually be 
greater than the domestic revenue, 
in some instances by a good mar- 
gin. For two, billings abroad will 
equal the domestic take. 

20th’s foreign biz will hit a rec- 
ord high in 1955, running to over 
$52,000,000. This puts the com- 
pany ahead by a healthy margin 
over its competitors in the foreign 
market despite the fact that for- 
eign C’Scope installations — now 
running to 14,000—are still limited 
and 20th refuses to release stand- 
ard versions. 20th’s overseas fig- 
ures for the year include some the- 
atre earnings, but they’re small 
compared to Metro’s take from its 
houses abroad. 


It’s worth noting that. of the top 
10, only one—‘‘King of the Khyber 
Rifles’—looks good for less than 
a $7,000,000 global gross. A $4,000,- 
000 take worldwide is considered 
quite good for a feature film. 


Two Clinkers 


Breakdown indicates the extent 
to which the foreign market will 
supplement the domestic. one. 
Going by final expectations based 
on billings, eight out of the top 10 
grossers of 20th more than break 
even in the domestic market alone. 

(Continued on page 20) 





20mm COUNTS C’SCOPE BLESSING 


Runs Clip Loop, Only 8 Regular 
Showcases; Situation May Force 
Increased Non-Downtown Starts 


{ 
| 
| 
i 
i 





Everybody’s Sensitive 
Hollywood, Nov. 8. 
Harris-Kubrick Pictures is 
revising the ending of its “Bed 
of Fear,” Sterling Hayden 
starrer, as a result of a com- 
plaint from American Airlines. 





Original finale had Hayden be- 
ing cut to pieces by a plane's 
propeller as he chased some 
$2,000,000 in wind-blown cash 
around an airport. 

Airline protested that it 
might lead the public to think 
airport safety regulations are 
laxly enforced, so the indie 
changed the ending to have 
Hayden shot down by cops. 


U. S. Possibilities 


For CinemaScope 
Near Saturation 


Number of CinemaScope instal- 
lations in the U. S. and Canada is ' 
gradually moving towards the “sat- 
uration” point where all domes- 
tic market possibilities will be 
equipped. 

Latest installation count stands 
at 15,979, giving 13,297 possibili- 
ties, ie., theatres which any one 
film can_ play. 








20th-Fox. 

Of the 15,979 domestic installa- 
tions, the overwhelming majority 
—11,534—are for optical sound 
only while 3,623 houses are wired 
for magnetic stereophonic sound. 
Some 822 mixers are in operation. 








down into 12,207 indoor houses and 
3,082 drive-ins. 
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+ By GABE FAVORINO 


Chicago, Nov. 8. 
As one local film industryite put 
it, “A film company is going to 


‘have a hard time finding a home in 
/ihe Loop for the next few months.” 


What he was referring to was the 
increasingly limited number of 


| first run Loop outlets available to 
distributors now that two more top 


Main Stem showcases wili be out 
ol the picture because of extended 
run: DIX. 

Beginning Thursday (10, the 
kingpin Chicago Theatre will open 
!with Sam Goldwyn’s “Guys and 
Dol!s” in what is expected to be at 
least a 10-week run. On Dee. 26, 
the MeVickers will begin playing 
‘LYodd-AO’'s “Oklahoma!’,, thus kill- 
ing another first-runner. The Pal- 
,ace Theatre has been knocked out 
of normal first-run status for al- 
; most three years with “Cinerama” 
and its “Cinerama Holiday” sequel. 
, Which leaves only eight first-run 
houses in the Loop excluding art 
houses; of them, three have special 
characteristics which limit the kind 
of pix they can show. The Balaban 
& Katz Roosevelt Theatre has a 
straight action policy, very suc- 
cessfully maintained; B&K would 
probably be reluctant to change it 
in any way. The Grand Theatre 
showcases horror pix, thrillers and 
action bills for the most part; it oc- 
plays other’ types, 
though, and may go for quality first 
runs it available at the right terms. 
The Monroe Theatre has a mixed 
first-run, moveover, reissue, subse- 
; quent run policy and an offbeat lo- 
; cation; it probably would go qual- 
_ity first-run without hesitation if 
(Continued on page 18) 





‘Intimate’ Story Values 
_ Versus Shooting Method; 
_ Ginsberg’s ‘Giant’ Ideas 


Intimate story, even if set 
against a background of great 
| sweep, is done greater justice with 
| plain 35m film lensed for eventual 
| two to one ratio blowup than with 
|; any assortment of “‘scopes,”” Henry 
Ginsberg, producer of “Giant” for 
| Warner Bros. release, said in N. Y. 
Monday (8). 

“The public has already begun to 
pale on these novelties and is back 
to worrying about picture content,” 
i he noted. “I don’t think the meth- 
' od in which a picture is shot makes 
much difference any more.” 

“Giant,” financed 100% by WB 
‘but made by Ginsberg, George 
Stevens and Edna Ferber as equal 
partners in Giant Productions, was 
shot in normal widescreen without 


: widegauge negative or anamorphie 


lenses. ‘‘We had a very personal- 
, ized story there, a siory about 
people. I don’t think we lost any 


| values, even though in some scenes 


we used as many as 2,400 head of 

cattle,” the producer opined. 
“Giant,”” due for release in be- 

tween six and eight months, will 


run two and a half hours in its final 


version, Ginsberg reported. He 
hedged on giving the pic’s negative 
cost, observing that ‘“‘costs no long- 
er relate to values appearing on 
the screen.” Film was “very ex- 
pensive,” he said. Shooting on it 
took five and half months. Three 
partners share equally in the prof- 
its. 

Starring Rock Hudson and Eliz- 
abeth Taylor — both loanouts— 
“Giant” was lensed in WarnerCol- 
or (i.e. Eastman Color) which, said 
Ginsberg, is comparable price-wise 
with Technicolor. Added advan- 
tage of WarnerColor, he observed, 
was the speed with which rushes 
could be returned and the fact that 
a lab is operating on the WB lot. 
Ginsberg’s comment came as a Sul- 
prise since it’s been generally 
suined that there is about three- 
quarters of a cent a foot difference 
between the cost of Technicolor 
and Eastman, the lat- 
ter being tagged at about six cents 


as- 




















} and the former at 5.23¢ a foot. 
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Artists and Models 
(MUSIC-V’VISION-COLOR) 


Slap-happy Martin & Lewis 
comedy with girls and gags. 
Overdone but okay b.o. pros- 
pects. 


Tarantula 


Excellent  science-fiction-hor- 
ror feature for the exploitation 
market, 








Hollywood, Nov. 4. 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 


Paramount release of Hal Wallis pro- 
duction. Stars Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis. 
Shirley MacLaine, a oe Eddie | 

ayeroff; features va abor, Anita | * c 
Fuberg. George “Foghorn” Winslow. | George Robinson; 
Directed by Frank Tashlin. Screenplay, | Clifford Stine; 
Tashlin, Hal Kanter and Herbert Baker; 


day, Leo G. Carroll; features 


special 
editor, William M. 








; Universal release of William Alland 
| Production. Stars John Agar, Mara Cor- 
' Nestor 
| Paiva, Ross Elliott, Edwin Rand, Raymond 
Bailey. Directed by Jack Arnold. Screen- 
play, Robert M. Fresco, Martin Berkeley; 
story by Jack Arnold-and Fresco; camera, 
photography, 
Mor- 
| an; musie supervision, Joseph Gershen- 


capable playing include Nestor 
Paiva, sheriff; Ross Elliott, town 
editor; and Hank Patterson, loqua- 
cious hotel clerk. 

Regular lensing by George Rob- 
inson, the sound treatment by Les- 
lie I. Carey and Frank Wilkinson, 
the score supervised by Joseph 
Gershenson, and the editing by 
William M. Morgan are among the 
factors that combine to make this 
a good spook show for those that 
like to have a scarey treatment in 
| their films. Brog. 








adaptation by Don McGuire; based on a ade Oct. 25, ’55. Running time, 

lay by Michael Davidson, Norman . . Alt< 

essing: camera (Technicolor), Daniel L.{| Dr. Matt Hastings ............ John Agar Toughest Man Alive 

Fapp; editor, Warren Low; music, Walter | Stephanie Clayton ........ Mara Corday (SONGS) 

Scharf; new songs, Harry lat Jack + peer Bn ne 86 eseeee Leo G. Carroll 
Brooks; vocal arrangements, Norman} Sheriff Andrews .......... Nestor Paiva P 
Luboff; musical numbers created and|Joe Burch ................. Ross Elliott Actionful programmer around 
staged by Charles O°Curran. awe Lt. John Nolan Es Edwin Rand munitions-runners for general 
Oct. 28, ’55. Running time, . WORN 5s 8504084 8%.0'8 aymon ailey ae s 

: Marti BUEN kw ete tuet state bees Hank Patterson lowercase bookings. 

— reeen EL Adib a Barney Russell ........... Bert Holland — : 

Dugene stac re oA é wis | andy ron Baile telat Stev & ie. = 
Bessie Sparrowbush...-Shirley MacLaine Andy Anderson Steve Darrell - ” Hoily wood, Nov. *. 
Bie PAPRe? . oc. 08 008 Dorothy Malone | cae ae Allied Artists release of bef ome gg s 
— SNe tre | jee ae at bere pute | Diy eee" come ener meee 
oe oe it are 2 a We ‘Anite Eeeen | the horror into this well-made pro- Elliott, Myrna “Dell, Thomas B. Henry. 
Richard Stilton | gram science-fictioner and it | Directed by Sidney Salkow. -Written by 


Winslow 


George “Foghorn”’ 
. Jack Elam 


Ivan . i 
Secret Service Chief Samuels 

Herbert Rudley 
Secret Service Agent Rogers 


ploitation market. The program- 
mer is quite credibly staged and 


Secret Service Agent Pelers | Premise with a maximum of 
Richard Webb believability, 
a ee ee Otte Waldis | _ Producer William Alland and 


| director Jack Arnold, old hands at 
Universal horrér pix, work some 
neat “size” tricks through the spe- 
| cial photography of Clifford Stine 
to give the spider dimensions that 
‘dwarf the human actors’ and 
sharpen thriller aspects of the tale 
' which Robert M. Fresco and Martin 
'Berkeley scripted from a story by 
Arnold and Fresco. 


Comedic diversion in the Martin 
& Lewis manner has been put to- 
gether in this overdone, slap- 
happy, melange of gags and gals. 
It is the kind of nonsense, plushed 
out in VistaVision and Techni- 
color, that fans of the team like 


| Shapes as a good entry for the ex- 


| played, bringing off the far-fetched | 


Steve Fisher: camera, John Martin; editor, 


Chandler House: music, Edward J. Kay; 
songs, George Fragos. Jack Baker and 
| Dick Gasparre: Ben Raleigh and Bernie 
| Wayne. Previewed Oct. 31, ’55. Running 
| time, 70 MINS, 
PE sathd 1sGe a teaeatavente Dane Clark 
DN ss <abanknaitewoes0s6a0 ; Lita Milan 
ASS Sa See Anthony Caruso 
PENNY x lack'eiasrw ales Gane a eM RTe Ross Elliott 
MN sees S wise be oa Ca -+.- Myrna_ Dell 
ON A ee eee Thomas B. Henry 
errr cory rere Soe Paul Levitt 
OE bo ee John Eldredge 
OTS err oie Dehl Berti 
SP eee Cee free Richard Karlan 
Proprietor shee ee kia eue 4 Syd Saylor 
| Agency Chief ........ Jonathan Seymour 
| Bank Manager ........... Don Mathers 
The rough-and-ready melodra- 


matics in this actionful program- 
mer should meet with an okay re- 
ception 
market, where it will fit handily as 
the lowercase subject. 


tion a_ tight-lipped, 





acceptably. 


gun-runner to 
are finding their way into Central 
American revolutions. 
tion by Sidney Salkow makes good 
use of dockside and other authen- 
tic outdoor location sites to get 
some 
into the production, 
| dling the players the formula plot 
'setup capably. 
Lita Milan 














The Constant Husband 

Review 
“The Constant Husband,” star- 
ring Rex Harrison 
garet Leighton, will be found 


ture had its first U.S. showing 
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San Francisco, Nov. 8. scene i . 

“The World’s Great Religions,” pro- date he thy a River. Espee 
duced, photographed and narrated by . r , Js a fleeting 
Lew Ayres. Opened at the Geary Oct. 31} 8limpse of a child’s body floatj 
for two weeks with a $2.50 top. down the holy Ganges and th 

meneeinentis minute coverage of a Hindu 7 

Lew Ayres has wrapped the{ eral and cremation, ae 
world’s great religions, with the Through all this Ayres’ nam 
single exception of Christianity,| tion retains its composure a... 
into a three-night film package| more important, respect for othe 
whieh may have exceptional off-| religious beliefs. ers h 
beat commercial possibilities, de- Other Indian religions treajaq ; d: 
spite some unevenness in quality.|this manner are Sikhism The 

Ayres’ color films cover nine | Sword and the Book, 30 minutes) al 
religions. The faiths of India are| Jainism (“Guardians of Life” 20 Ww 
presented the first night, the faiths | Minutes) and Zoroastrianism (Th, sl 
of China, Japan and Southeast Asia | Flame of Zoroaster,” 15 minute) 
the second night and the faiths of The photography in these Dice o 
the Middle East are shown the | tures of India is uniformly gooq 
third night. | with plenty of action and exquisite’ th 

The resulting triptych is lively | Cl0r-.In addition to Ayres’ narra. st 
and vastly informative. pega the sound track contains lots 

Ayres emphasizes, in a brief plat- oI a music and, in many ti 
form appearance, that he has tried | P ee the actual language of the N 
to act as an objective observer re- ton e depicted. The total effect jg 3 
porting the parts these nine Tes | he an d ni " 
ligions play in the lives of three | , : e second night, unfortunately, ac 
quarters of the world’s population. | “Th ne come up to this standard, In 
He points out that he represents | ., 1e three films are “Pathway to pa 
no group, grinds no ax. His only | aah (Buddhism in Siam and 
pitch is his hope that the showing | ?Urma, 50 minutes), “Altars. An. In! 
of these films may contribute mod- | Cestors and Incense (Buddhism, —— 


under- | Confucianism and Taoism in China 

; and Formosa, 30 minutes) and “The 
Shrine and the Lotus” (Buddhism 
| and Shinto in Japan, 35 minutes). 
35 minutes devoted to Hinduism! , The trouble, generally seems to 
(“The Wheel of Karma”) the out- | be that Ayres intrudes a little too 
standing coverage of the whole} much on these films and gets too 


estly toward the West’s 
standing of other peoples. 

The first night’s films, covering 
India, are the strongest, with the 


Si 





| U.S. agent posing as a notorious | 








on NBC-TV Sunday (6). 














and usually buy. ' Some scientists, stationed near 

Six writers figured in the Hal, snge's base hag ot ee 

Talli : ;an au ic abilized nutri- 
bho predurton for Paramount | tional formula that will feed the 
and, while giving the comics 4a! worjqd’s ever-increasing population 
story line to follow, also worked in| when — nig Won sappy a 

; , i roverbial | comes too small. Through variously 
ie whe psig te gh ie spe- staged circumstances, a tarantula 

a a. ae oe ; | that has been injected with the as 
cial situation material almost to/ yet unstabilized formula escapes 
the point of no laugh return. | and, ge a agen 

j i sock | 1) Size, starts living o cattle an 
These _ situations start out ged fon Os 
are funny, even hilarious, but in- tk gal is Git Guat thn Ae 
variably milked too long. Over-' Force moves in at the finale and 
doing stretches to 108 minutes. fe yrs _ with ry ie bombs 
i , Var- | tha e horror is put down. 

The esata wong orp ed aan tae te ee ik 
ren and Jack Brooks and there makeup by Bud Westmore, is sup- 
five numbers, mostly pleasantly plied when humans injected with 
tuneful except the title song.| the nutrient swell abnormally and 
“When You Pretend,’ done by take on grotesque features. That’s 
Martin & Lewis as a background a fate suffered by the three male 
for the food they do not have in’! scientists, although the dying Leo 
their NY artist’s garret, “Inamo-,G. Carroll, trio leader, actually gets 
rata,” romantic piece first sung) his when the giant insect attacks 
straight by Martin and then used | the two-story house-lab where the 
to backstop a_ staircase comedy | group has been working. 
dance between Lewis and Shirley; Carroll is excellent in his scien- 
MacLaine, “You Look So Familiar” tist role, while John Agar, young 
and “The Lucky Song,” both well-| town medico, and Mara Corday. 
sung by Martin, are heard. Nor- science student employed by Car- 
man Luboff did the good vocal ar- roll, carry off the romantic de- 
rangements, while Walter Scharf) mands very well. Others providing 
batoned his own excellent back- | 
ground score. Other than the 
staircase terping done for chuck- 
les, the Charles O’Curran musical 
numbers include a flashy, climac- 
tic artists and models number. 

Costarring with the comedy team 
are Miss MacLaine and Dorothy 
Malone. The former tackles her 
role of model with a bridling cute- | 
ness (however, less so than in} 

“Trouble With Harry,” her other | 
pic for Paramount), but has a fig- | 
ure to take the viewer’s mind off 
her facial expression. Ditto Miss 
Malone, her artist roommate. These 
two, plus such other femmes as 
Eva Gabor, a femme fatale spy, 
and Anita Ekberg, a model, put 
plenty of omph into the footage in 
the bare Edith Head costumes. 
Other casters rating attention in- | 
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Ontario Exhibs Echo U.S. Gripes 





[PROTEST 50% RENTALS] 





By ROBERT McSTAY 


Toronto, Nov. 8. 
Some 40 theatres in Ontario have closed but 12, 


|mostly drive-ins, have been opened by new capital 
|in this province, members of the Motion Picture 
|Theatres Assn. of Ontario were told at annual meet- 
!ing 
|pendent and 23 drive-ins, for a representation of 
some 400 situations in Ontario). 


here. (Group embraces circuits, 117 inde- 


In his presidential address, E. G. Forsyth, as- 


clude Eddie Mayehoff, publisher of | sistant general manager of Odeon Theatres (Can- 
gory comic books, a character good ada) Ltd., highlighted the many problems facing 


for laughs. 
Direction of Frank Tashlin, who | 
also scripted with Hal Kanter and | 


exhibitors that have seen competition for the pub- 


lic’s entertainment dollar growing fiercer. “Tele- 
vision in: Canada has advanced its frontiers to in- 


Herbert Baker from Don McGuire's clude many new towns; more civic stadiums and 
adaptation of a play by Michael | entertainment arenas have been built,” said Forsyth. 


Davidson and Norman Lessing, | 
serves hilarity with the critic’s re- 
servations already stressed. Mar- | 
tin is an artist and Lewis is a} 
wouldbe writer of kiddie stories, 
both starving in NY. There are 
any number of tangents to the 
plot as it develops. One has to do | 
with the comic book-wrecked mind 
of Lewis, who spends most of his 
waking time reading the lurid fic- | 
tion and, at night, dreaming aloud 
of even more gruesome stuff. Mar- 
tin steals this material to create a 
gory science-fiction strip, in which 
is the stuff that approaches a na- 
tional security secret and gets both 
the Feds and spies on the boys’ 
trail. Washup finds the spy ring 
wiped out and the boys taking up | 
a maybe less dangerous, but just as | 
exciting pursuit with Miss 
Laine and Miss Malone. 
Daniel L. Fapp uses the Techni- 
color cameras to advantage in'| 
catching the beauties of the pre- | 
sentation, both live and those fur- 
nished by the art direction by Hal | 
Pereira and Tambi Larsen, the 
set decorations by Sam Comer and 


Mac- } 


Arthur Krams, the aforementiociued 
Edith Head ositumes and o 
Ppoysicai poilsa, £ 


;and 
|Certainly the circuits are not ashamed to go back 
|to a distributor for an adjustment, said President 


| exhibitor buy.” 
|the top man and not a salesman or 








___ 50° Yelps | 

Meeting was not well attended by the independent 
delegates and it was pointed out by Morris Stein, 
vice-president of Famous Players (Canadian), that 





| questionnaires dealing with exhibitor problems drew 
| only sparse returns. However, indie delegates were 


vocal in protests of current 50-50% deals offered by 
distributors. Some argued at this rental, supposedly 
top product did not pay theatre staff salaries. They 
thought distributors should put a sliding scale into 
effect. Adjustments were being asked of the ex- 
changes, stated some exhibitors, but they did not 
want a 5° throw-back on adjustment as a handout; 


any 50° contract was excessive on its face. 


Forsyth. 
A distributor retort was that a seller ean ask 


| what he wishes for his goods, this is the “essence 


of trading” and that “no distributor can make an 
Morris Stein advocated going to 
branch man- 
ager.” What exhibitors want, he said, is the right 
to present any case of unfairness and the treatment 
of individual complaints. 

For this reason, a new trans-Canada organization 
is to be set up for national rather than regional 
documented complaints. One Ontarie exhibitor 
quawked of Sunday sports and demanded Sunday 
‘iim periorimances from one to six p.m., despite the 
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in the general dual bill | series. j cute occasionally. There is too 
? ¢ : includes | Much reliance on stills and too 
The film on Hinduism includes | interviews witt ces 
a sequence on Yoga, in which | eae uate eae 
e _ 4 yogi performs some gruesome ex- | ¢.\°* eee te Th 
Dane Clark gives the title role ercises: a hair-raising temple bells | films tend to be rather choppy, as : 
in the William F. Broidy produc- +, | if th dited rtly (Mon 
. 'ceremony, and _ several pathetic |? ey were edited inexpertly. 
ready-fisted | noe | oe WON ONO QUE DEINE to discover prez 
type of reading that keeps the, | that Ayres had done all his Jap- a sin 
Steve Fisher story moving along) pression as a naive revolutionary, ; anese work in the winter; this pro- comb 
He’s an undercover yeas herself off as a cafe — age a ee snow scenes Holly 
while trying to secure arms for a, but precluded much good material. fied : 
L smoke out the | new uprising in her country. Chief| There are two explanations for the s 
stateside source of munitions that | menace is Anthony Caruso, the the dropoff: neces 
: gun-runner Clark is impersonating,| (1) Ayres traveled from west to and | 
The direc-| who shows up at the finale to near- | east, seeing Japan, Hongkong and decks 
ly spoil the weil-laid plans to nab; Southeast Asia before getting to 
‘the illegal munition magnates, | India and cre East; theres " — 
Thomas B. Henry and John Eld-! fore, he was just warming up on yu 
pseudo-documentary value! dredge. Working ably with Clark | Buddhism: > the 
while. han- | js fellow-agent Ross Elliott, while! (2) He couldn’t get into Red skip 
Myrna Dell fills a smail spot as the China, the spiritual heart of the 55m | 
p latter’s wife. : | Far East, and so really missed the lar 
makes a good im- Story action gets a bit blood- | most important part of his story. from 
thirsty at times as the pat treat-" rhis is not to say that the second nee 
ment unfolds, and John Martin’s night's offerings were poor. They aa ’ 
lensing catches it all. Besides the weren't, but they just didn’t come slone: 
background score by Edward J.|up to the high standards of the 20th's 
of London Films’ |Kay, two tunes are introduced Indian films. — $900: 
through Miss Milan’s cafe singer; With the third night, Ayres once not 
and Mar- character. They are “I Hear A again hits his stride. The +g sounc 
Rhapsody” by George Fragos, Jack | ute film on Islam (“The Pillars o the 1 
in the TV Review Section. Pic- | Baker and Dick Gasparre: and/ Allah,” Pakistan, Egypt, Jordan they 
“You Walk By” by Ben Raleigh | and Turkey) is a clear exposition must 
and Bernie Wayne. Brog. ‘of the teachings and influence of prints 
; Mohammed, with flawless camera = eae 
4444444444444 Work and a lucid narration. The err 
| picture of Judaism (“Children of 
| Abraham,” covering Israel and the Ske 
#|U.S.) forms the last half of the comp: 
third night and is the longest of conve 
the series, 55 minutes. It lacks most 
| some of the impact of the Hindu Orien 
4444444464 | é Moslem films, possibly because d | 
; and Mo » I ssadearer and h 
SHFFHHH FFE H HPF HHH HHH H+ ++ orooe ‘its subject matter is more familiar “Care 
present specific terms of the Lords Day Alliance | te Aroemcens, pet 7 laa pete the 5: 
Act. Exhibitors were advised to develop support | S!¥¢ and —— rs oo, , was 
from opinion, then the matter might go on the | TeSPonmse } Sng oe a clarit 
Association agenda ; All these films, even the wea | 
oy 8 ee 2. the Seg 7 ____} est, are several cuts above the run- Adi 
New Dominion Committee , of-studio travelogue. They aie tlie ered 

Exhibit lai ae eae -—— | result of a sensitive man’s probing in bri 
_ Exhibitor comp aints ave resulted in the forma- ‘his own troubled world. each: 
tion of a new committee of the national body, and! Avres insists he is making no Oo 
committee met simultaneously in Toronto. Headed | “preachments” and his films bear — 
by David Griesdorf, general manager of Odeon, ;up his sincerity. bean 
committee will particularly deal with trans-Canada | Nevertheless, there is a common a 1th 
complaints regarding the number of “road-showed” | thread linking all these pictures, 35m | 
films in this country; the high © scales charged by | it is the evident fact that peoples all th 
distributors to small theatres whose grosses are low; | €VeTywhere seek and need religion, promi 
the discussion—in the proper places—of trade prac-_ pe A veka on as in Buddha's 0! Scope 
tices with respect to distributor-exhibitor relations: | 42>'aham's time. _ & gre 
tl lai 4 f a : ™ exhibitor relations: | It is this thread, even more than | 

1e complaints of Western delegates of the alleged | : aspects of the 

- conditi : ; Srey yar ; ‘the exotic travelogue aspects o! 

poor conc ition of poster advertising accessories re- ‘films, which may make “The 
ceived from exchanges. — —- | World’s Great Religions” success- C 

The new committee, formed from within present ‘ful beyond the wildest expectations 
provincial exhibitor associations, will now deal with | of Lew Ayres or the William Mor- Al 
problems between exhibitors and distributors which, | ris Agency. Steif. Alls 
at present, cannot be handled on a provincial level, | 
particularly where these affect the livelihood of SKEERED OF VIDEO 
certain exhibitors. Now the new committee will | cess Add 
meet with distributors on the high echelon level on | Danish Exhibs Rule: No TV Short Phe 
individual cases for supervision of long-range plan- Y. es ‘ 

- : - plane | Can Play Theatres fall ¢ 
ning. This will be a new attempt to approach dis- | ‘iceenemameen Owne; 
tributors in a conciliatory manner via the new stand- | Copenhagen, Nov. 38. here 
ing committee presenting facts and figures. ic , . ave been rj 

- eee aby) ; .. | Danish film exchanges have ) Will be 

The governing board of the National Motion Pic- warned by the Cinema Owners Julius 
tures Exhibitors Assn. was re-elected with Morris acc ir shorts sold 
Stein as president and H. C. D. Main as cece _Assn. that any of their shorts so’ er wh 
. ae - q be ver ° . _ ain as secretary- to television (state monopoly) will Studyi 
treasurer. Vice-presidents representing the Eastern | : ; ost ‘ atre plave Biot 

* Seyduupalaea SF » : : 4as become ineligible for theatre pla! lugh 
exhibitors will be Gordon Spencer; for the Western | ; j . . » $.000 re- “hi 
pear ke aes : . . : |ing. time. There are now 8.0! Arbi 
exhibitors to the Coast, Richard Miles. civ} . rf ) exe ter 

With circuits and inde ~ weg os ee celving sets here with 30,000 ¢ erns, 
only, the followi s ae t tr “ry jhaving one vote pected by next summer. In a coun lation, 
tario were ele rn —— of the MPTA of On- ‘try of 400 film theatres, and wil) and uy 

Tack Clark :. pe ie ade E. G. Forsyth, Odeon; ia boxoffice slump at the moment Jects { 
rier neat e, p-vded Toronto; Harry S. Mandell, ‘due to new higher taxes and food hibs. 
- Cen ury heatres, Toronto; Morris Berlin, | prices. this is enough to be «ls- for ing 
on Ottawa; Angus Jewell, Cannington; A. E. 'turbing. limite 
oe C urrent; William Summerville, B& Film men concede that the D15- both n 

veatres, Toronto; H. C. D. Main, Simcoe, Sutton; ney shorts from America detailing and Jc 

J. D. McCulloch, Iroquois, Petrolia; Russell Simp- how “20,000 Leagues Under The ators o 
eral Ottawa Valley Amusements Lid., Renfrew; Jack Sea” was made probably he!pe' Abra 
eizer, Plaza, Oshawa; Lionel Lester. Toronto. and did not hurt this feature 4% Sel, an 
" Ts ree = meet and elect the new executive the Wor'd Cinema, Nonetheles>s Nation; 

‘ithin a fortnight, , eXhibs are worried, the No 

vith Ty 
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ALLIED CALLS ROLL-OF FOES 


‘[s There Dropoft in Antitrust Suits? 


Reluctantly optimistic, film company lawyers in recent months 
have noted & dropoff in the number of exhibitor antitrust and 
damage suits against the distribs. ; } 

Decline in the volume of these actions has been true over quite 
an extended period and, in the view of competent observers, may 
well mark the beginning of a less turbulent exhib-distrib relation- 


ship, at least in the Courts. 


one company attorney. 


“The exhibitors’ charges are getting a bit stale,” commented 
“It’s getting tougher to make them stick.” 


Another reason advanced for the drop in damage suits is that 
the years are catching up with the Supreme Court degree and the 
statutes of limitation in the various states. 

“The real changes in selling came in 1950. Gradually, the viola- 


tions the exhibitors claim are becoming a matter of history. 
New York, the statute of limitations is six years. 


states it is less. Logically, there 
actions, claiming violation of the 


In 
In many other 
are fewer complaints.” Damage 


antitrust laws, for the most part 


involve a charge by a theatre that it was refused product or was 
passed over in favor of a distrib-owned location. 
Within recent years, exhib claims against the distribs has run 





into the millions of dollars. 





Single Exhib Org Urged by Skouras; 


Makes Big Pitch 


for 55m and Sound 





Chicago, Nov. 8. 

The Allied convention yesterday 
(Mon.) heard Spyros - P. Skouras, 
prez of 20th-Fox, urge creation of 
a single exhibitor organization to 
combat exorbitant talent costs in 
Hollywood. Only with such a uni- 
fied approach will exhibition have 
the strength, power and influence 
necessary to protect its investment 
and help the film companies, he 
declared. 

Lengthy speech, warmly received 
by the Allied men, also contained 
the disclosure that 20th would 
skip roadshowing “Carousel” in 
55m and would release it in regu- 
lar 35m CinemaScope' reduced 
from a 55m negative. 


And Skouras made an _ impas- 
sioned plea for exhib adoption of 
20th's penthouse attachment (cost 
$900! which would allow a house 
not equipped for  stereophonic 
sound to use a magnetic print. At 


the moment, such theatres—and 
they are in the vast majority— 
must be serviced with- optical 


prints which, said Skouras, force 
a reduction in the original 2.55 to 
1 ratio. 

Skouras was the only major 
company executive to address the 
convention. Following his speech, 
most delegates adjourned to the 
Oriental Theatre where Skouras 
and his aides screened scenes from 
“Carousel” in 35m reduced from 
the 55m negative. Exhib audience 
was impressed by the added 
clarity and definition. 

Address by the 20th topper cov- 
ered a multitude of topics. Here, 
in brief, is what he had to say on 
each: 

On 55m: “We have decided to 
withdraw ‘Carousel’ from 55m ex- 
hibition and instead will distribute 


all theatres to show this film. We 
promised to improve Cinema- 
Scope. We feel we are rendering 
& greater service by abandoning 
(Continued on page 18) 





ON TO INDIANAPOLIS 


Allied Region To Hear Spyros 
Skouras Noy. 15 


Indianapolis, Nov. 8. 

Address by Spyros Skouras, pres- 
sent of 20th-Fox, will highlight 
all convention of Allied Theater 
Dwners of Indiana at Morott Hotel 
tr 15-16. Other speakers 
jee e Roy Kalver, unit president; 
ulius Gordon, Texas theatre own- 
dl who toured Europe recently 
Studying exhibitor problems; and 
Hugh McLachlan, 

a tbitration, new releasing pat- 
} "ns, home-toll, government regu- 
ation, print prices and shortages 


and upcoming equipment are sub- 
jects to 


hib _ be aired by Hoosier ex- 
— Separate discussion groups 
indoor theatres and drive-ins, 


es to exhibitors, will be held 
sty mornings. Ted Mendelssohn 
ators ef imneran will be moder- 
S Of these clinics. 
Abram F. Myers, general coun- 


_ and Ruben Shor, president of 
“onal Allied, will be heard at 
the Nov, 


crag 16 general meeting, along 
"ti Trueman Rembusch. 


a 
ww 


If Helping All, Allied 
Vaguely Favorable To 
An American Eady Plan 


Chicago, Nov. 8. 


Pointing out that scarcity of 
product tied in with quota limits 
on American’ pictures abroad, 
counsel Abram Myers told the cur- 
rent convention that Allied will 
weigh possibility of government 
subsidies for production along 
lines of many foreign countries. 
Exact nature of such advocacy is 
still vague but broed idea is to 


up production “in this country” 
and not “to fatten film compa- 
nies.” 


Allied, Myers said, might be in- 
terested in a subsidy plan, perhaps 
similar to England’s Eady plan, 
“provided it resulted in more pic- 
tures and benefited the entire in- 
dustry,” 











Allied Matters 


Chicago, Nov. 8. 
United Theatre Owners of Okla- 
homa was admitted to membership 
in Allied by unanimous vote of 
board of directors. Bernard J. Mc- 
Kenna welcomed as director from 
that state. 








International Gesture 


Allied board unanimously voted 
to join Union Internationale De 





L'Exploitation Cinematographique 


jas gesture of international good- 
35m prints, making it possible for | Will. 


TOA previously joined for- 
eign film group. 


National Sereen Prices 


Allied board appointed commit- 
tee to meet with officials of Na- 
tional Screen service to discuss in- 
crease in prices for advertising 
accessories and trailers. Commit- 
tee, consisting of Mike Leventhal, 
Baltimore; Beverly Miller, Kan- 
sas City, and Bernard J. McKen- 
na, Tulsa, will méet with National 
Screen’s Herman Robbins’ and 
George Dembow during conven- 


ition and will report back to board 


before end of sessions. 


It’s Cleveland in Feb. 

Allied will hold its winter board 
meeting in Cleveland Feb. 19-20 
prior to its national Drive-In con- 
vention at Hotel Cleveland Feb. 
21-23. New slate of officers will be 
named at  winter-confab. Prexy 
Rube Shor declined at this time to 





|state if he would accept second 
term. 
As To Arbitration 
Allied board has left it up to 


membership as to 
take on proposed industry arbitra- 
tion draft. Sinee Allied did not 
participate in drafting of plan, it 





has not been formally presented to 
Allied for approval and therefore 
|} membership will decide what to do 
about it. 


| 


what action to} 





| 
| 


| 





i 


FRIENDSHIP 


AQ 
ef ST 


Chicago, Nov. 7. 

Naming rather than calling | 
names, Rube Shor, president of 
Allied States Assn., detailed the 
“disillusionment” end “failure” of 
attempts to solve the differences 
between exhibitors and distribu- 
tors during the past year. The Al- 
lied topper was the keynote speak- 
er at the opening session of the 
exhibitor organization’s national 
convention at the Morrison Hotel | 
here yesterday (Mon.), 

In a reanner showing disappoint- 
ment mure than anger, Shor re- 
viewed the collapse of the so- | 
called ‘‘friendly” talks with the | 
film companies, the breakdown of 
the cooperative efforts with Thea- 
tre Owners of America, the weak- 
ness of the proposed industry ar- 
bitration system, and the reason | 
behind Allied’s “current dissatis- | 
faction” with the Council of Mo- | 
tion Picture Organizations. 

“The events of the past 12! 
months,” he declared, “have | 
brought exhibitors to a crossroads | 
where they must decide, once and | 
for all, which course they will fol- 
low.” He defended Allied’s pro- 











| posed bill for Government regula- | 


tion of film rentals as “merely one | 
to prevent unreasonable prices for 
films” and not one intended to reg- 
ulate theatres. 

Those named by Shor for not | 
living up 
20th-Fox prexy Spyros Skouras 
and TOA leaders E. D. Martin, | 
Walter Reade Jr., Alfred Starr and | 
Myron Blank. His sharpest barbs | 
were aimed at TOA’s Mitchell | 
Wolfson for the latter’s ‘‘sarcasm” 
and “demagoguery in attacking all | 
that Allied stands for.” 

Shor linked the film companies 
and national chains as ‘affiliated 
interests” whose aims are “to pro- 
tect their dominant position and 
all the benefits flowing therefrom.” | 
Experiences in conferences, Shor 
said, indicated that “the film com- 
panies and their satellites would | 
not voluntarily part with any of! 
their monopolistic practices and | 
advantages.” He said the recent | 
talks made it apparent that indus- | 
try problems cannot be solved by | 
“friendly negotiation” and that a} 
single big organization of exhib- 
itors is unfeasible in the light of 
TOA’s domination by the big) 


(Continued on page 18) i 
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Myers Again Hits Arbitration Plan 
As Aiding Ma jors More 


Than Exhibs 





Surprising Nobody, Walk 


On COMPO Is Hooked To 
Home-Toll Neutrality 


Chicago, Nov. 8. 
Board of Directors of Allied has 
voted not to renew membership in 


the Council ot Motion Picture 
Organizations uniil such time as 
changes are made in personnel 


and operating policies of all-indus- 
try body, Board’s decision is final 
and approval of membership is not 
necessary. Action was no surprise 
since Allied leaders have during 


| past few months been outspoken in 


opposition to COMPO. 

Allied, however, left a loophole 
for reentry in COMPO, noting 
that when desired changes are 
made, board will reconsider. 

Abram F. Myers, Allied’s board 
chairman any general counsel, said 
COMPO had become “simply an- 
other trade association superim- 
posed on others.” He added that it 
had completely departed from 
scheme of by-laws and had strayed 
from its original purpose. He 
noted, for example, that COMPO 
employees had opposed participa- 
tion in hometoll television fight be- 


fore it came up for consideration 
by organization. 


Allied’s decision to withdraw 


to promises included | ¢.9m COMPO will have no effect in 
| participation of 
Audience 
|'members who are committed to 
take part will carry out program. 


members in 
poll. Allied 


its 
Awards 





ARNAZ ASKS METRO 
LOAN OF KELLY, CARON 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 
Loanout of Gene Kelly and Les- 
lie Caron from Metro is being ne- 
gotiated by Desilu’ Productions 
prexy Desi Arnaz for “Journey to 
a Star,” theatrical film which Desi- 
lu will produce abroad next year. 
Arnaz originally sought Dan 
Dailey for the lead, but was un- 
able to get a release from 20th-Fox 
for Dailey, due to actor’s commit- 


| ments at the Westwood lot. 


Film will be shot in Switzerland 
and France in the spring. Screen- 
play was written by Arthur Julian 
and Joseph Morhaim. 
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Pro-Arbitrationists Answer Myers 
FESTHEPFESEFESFEEEOEEGF446464446444446444466646666¢646¢664- 


Rather than legalizing prereleases, the proposed industry arbi- 


tration plan places “for the first 
ber of “special handling” pictures 


time” a restriction on the num- 
any distribdtor can have in one 


year, a combined statement issued last week by the drafting com- 
mittee declared. Comment was an answer to the charge of Abram 
F. Myers, Allied States Assn. general counsel, that the clause per- 
taining to prereleases had the effect of okaying a practice that the 
Government's consent decree barred. 

“There is now (before the adoption of the proposed system) no 
legal limitation on the number of prerelease pictures each dis- 
tributor may have in total disregard of all customary and estab- 


lished patterns of clearance,” the 


committee said. “Therefore, re- 


stricting each company to not more than two such pictures a year 
is a positive gain in favor of exhibition.” 

The committee stressed that the language of the clause “neither 
condones nor authorizes the distribution of prerelease pictutres— 


it simply sets a limit where no legal limit now exists. 


” 


Statement 


noted that if the Dept. of Justice should in the future establish 
the illegality of the practice of prereleases, it would then super- 
cede the provisions of the proposed arbitration draft. 

In a defense of the overall arbitration system, which has been 
subjected to attack by Allied and nixed by the Southern California 


Theatre Owners Assn., 


the committee 


noted that it was not a 


“cure-all” but that it had many points of advantage for exhibitors, 
notably in the fields of clearance, runs, competitive bidding, and 


contract violations. 


It pointed out 


further that no exhibitor is 


obliged to go to arbitration and that it does not “impair or inter- 


fere with his right to resort to lit 
The committee also noted that 


ceedings. “It is for exhibitors only 
The plan provides that it be in existence for one year. 


igation.” 

distributors cannot launch pro- 
, and only if they wish to use it. 
If it does 


not work well, or if it works to the detriment of exhibition, then, 
at the end of the year, it may be corrected, changed, or, if ex- 


hibitors wish, they will be privileged to abandon it,’ 
It stated, too, that not enough importance had been 


tee stressed. 


the commit- 


given to the conciliation provisions of the proposed system which, 
it was pointed out, provide a means for seeking reliet for all 
grievances independent of the arbitration machinery 

Statement was released by Herman M. Levy and Mitchell Wolf- 


son of Theatre Owners of America, 


Max A. Cohen of the Inde- 


pendent Theatre Owners Assn., and Leo Brecher of the Metropol- 
itan Motion Picture Theatrea Assn 


|includes Col. H. A. Cole of Texas; 


Chicago, Nov. 8. 

Allied States Assn. general 
counsel Abram F. Myers devoted 
his address to the annual conven- 
tion here to an analysis of the 
proposed industry arbitration plan 
and reiterated his charge that “the 
film companies seem bound and 
determined to use arbitration as a 
means of securing from the Dept. 
of Justice and the United States 
district court legal sanction” for 
the prereleasing of pictures, 

Pointing out that prereleasing is 
unlawful in practice, if not in the- 
ory, Myers told the Allied dele- 
gates that the purpose of the so- 
called “specials” is to raise admis- 
sion prices and to disrupt the ex- 
isting clearance system. He said 
the film companies dispute this 
contention and the Dept. of Justice 
“has resorted to attentuated rea- 
soning to justify its inaction con- 
cerning the practice.” However, he 
noted that the film companies are 
not displaying confidence in their 
position and are therefore seeking 
“judicial immunity” for their prac- 
tice. 

Myers, in describing how pre- 
releases would become legal, point- 
ed out that the proposed arbitra- 
tion system must be submitted to 
the Attorney General and the U.S. 
District Court for approval. If the 
Attorney General and the Court 
okays it, Myers noted, it is expect- 
ed that it would be entered as 
sort of consent order. “If this 
scheme succeeds,” he said, “and 
the right to prerelease is accept- 
ed, then the legality of the practice 
can never be brought in question 
thereafter.” 

In a general comment on the 
arbitration plan as compared to 
the one considered by Allied three 
years ago, Myers said that nothing 
new has been added “calculated to 
make the scheme more acceptable 
te exhibitors.” In fact, Myers 
Stressed, the elimination of his 
definition of clearance as proposed 
in the earlier draft had the effect 

(Continued on page 18) 


Think Berger Will Name 
The Day (of Hearings) 
At Allied Convention 


Chicago, Novy. 8. 

Although there’s no official con- 
firmation, Allied leaders hint 
broadly it will definitely appeal to 
U. S. Government for help in fight- 
ing film company prices. 

Bennie Berger, chairman of the 
emergency defense committee, 
probably will reveal a prospective 
starting date for such a hearing 
today (Wed.) when he reports to 
membership on film selling policies 
and practices. His report was de- 











layed until completion of film 
clinics at which Allied members 
are sounded out on film. selling 


practices of @ach company, 


STANDBY WATCHDOGS 
OF WASHINGTON SCENE 


Chicago, Noy. 8 


Allied has named a three-man 
watchdog committee to keep eyes 
and ears on the W ashington scene 
regarding propitious time for wag- 
ing new admissions tax fight. Com- 


mittee, named by prexy Rube Shor, 
Trueman Rembusch, of Indianap- 
olis, and Counsel Abram Myers. 

Same committee also delegated 
to study proposal that Allied ini- 
tiate movement “for income tax 
exemption for small corporations 
similar to that allowed such com- 
panies for period preceding World 
War II.” 

In taking position on admission 
taxes, Myers said Allied it 
has as good information any- 
body as to what going on in minds 
of politicians and will only wage 


feels 


as 





new tax fight when thinks it 


hae chance af gsNeCRES 


it 
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THIS IS THE FIRST 
TRADE STATEMENT OF 
ITS KIND EVER MADE BY 
NICHOLAS M. SCHENCK- 


“As an exhibitor myself for many years, I think I am 





justified in believing that my opinion merits consideration 


by theatre men. 


“IT have never before used this means of communicating 





with showmen so that what I say here obviously comes 


to you with the greatest sincerity. 


“I-wish to tell exhibitors that never before in the 35 years 
of M-G-M’s existence have I seen, within one week, two 


attractions of such importance at the box-office as “THE 


TENDER TRAP’ and ‘LL CRY TOMORROW,’ 


~The report has already been published that the audience 
survey of “THE TENDER TRAP’ was the most suc- 


cessful of any theatre poll ever undertaken by Film 





(Continued) 
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Research Surveys. This wonderful comedy which stars 
Frank Sinatra, Debbie Reynolds, David Wayne and 
Celeste Holm must be seen to be fully appreciated. It is 


in a Class by itself. I urge you to see it. 


“Time will tell you much better than I about ‘? LL CRY 
TOMORROW.’ M-G-M had a great story property to 


begin with, a best-selling novel, the real-life story of the 





remarkable girl Lillian Roth and her heart-lifting fight to 
come back from defeat to decency. I wept when I saw 


this picture. So will you. Our Studio has made a produc- 





tion that will outlast us all. It will be a classic of the 
screen. Millions of people already know about this cou- 
rageous girl and our picture which tells of her life with 
frankness and realism, yet with wonderful compassion, 
is eagerly awaited throughout the nation. I pay tribute 
publicly to Susan Hayward who plays Lillian Roth and 
to all who had a hand in the making of “TLL CRY 
TOMORROW.” 


‘Sincerely yours, 


NICHOLAS M. SCHENCK 


PRESIDENT, M-G-M PICTURES 








PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 
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Good Weekend Ups 
Hep 726, 15 Spots, 
‘Head Fair 166, 


‘Rebel’ Smash $14,000, 
Port.: ‘Knife’ OK 9G 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 8. 

Biz has been on skids at firstruns 
j for last few weeks,/Sut is firming 
| up this session. Nearly all down- 
| town houses have new product and 
| this is helping the _ boxoffice. 
“Trial” is fairly good at the Broad- 
way but standout is “Rebel With- 


L.A.; ‘Brunettes 
‘Godiva 366, 10, 
‘Eileen’ Medium 206: 





out Cause” smash at Orpheum. 
“RnR Paiva? § ‘ tae ¢ Iara. 
Los Angeles, Nov. ie “Big Knife is rated okay at Para 
Good weekend trade at ha Fetimeat ' 

” es for This Week 
firstruns is helping grosses here Broadway Grosses Broadway (Parker) (1.890; 90- 
this round, even with no standout way lar 9 An ele ged 
new bills. Big biz is going to the — a thi a 74% _— foray 
Downtown Paramount where sec- Estimated Total Gross egas Shakeup Vk). 


ond frame of “Treasure of Pancho 
Villa” is being upped to a sock 
$31,000 by special packaged Rock- 
*n-Roll stageshow. 

Okay $26,000 is seen for “Gen- 
tlemen Marry Brunettes” in four 
theatres plus $46,000 in 11 nabes. | 
“View From Pompey’s Head” is 
only moderate $16,000 first show- 
casing at the Chinese. ‘‘Sister Ei- 
Jeen” looks medium $20,000 in 
three sites. 

Good $8,500 is expected for} 
“Man Alone” at Palace’ while 
“Lady Godiva” is light $11,000 in 
three houses plus $25,000 in seven 
ozoners. “Cinerama,’ near run’s 
end, is pushing up to rousing $26,- 
200 for 131st week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (FWC) (1,908; $1-$2)— 
“View From Pompey’s Head” 
(20th). Only modest $16,000. Last 
week, “Tall Men” (20th) (5th wk), 
$7, 700. 

Los Angeles, New Fox, Uptown, 
Loyola (FWC) (2,097; 965; 1.715; 
1,248; 90-$1.50)—"‘Gentlemen Mar- 
ry Brunettes” (UA) and “Naked 
Street” (UA). Okay $26.000. Last 
week, in other units. 

Palace (Metropolitan) (1,212; 80- 
$1.25)\—“‘Man Alone” (Rep) and 
“Fighting Chance” (Rep). Good 
$8,500. Last week, sub-run. 

Globe, Wiltern, Iris (FWC-SW) 
782: 2.344; 816; 90-$1.50)—‘‘Lady 
Godiva” (‘U) and “Naked Dawn” 
‘U). Light $11,000. Last week, 
Globe, sub-run; Iris, “Catch Thief” 
(Par) and “‘Techman Mystery” (In- 
die) (3d wk), $3,400; Wiltern with 
unit. 

Warner Downtown, Hollywood, 
Fox Ritz ‘SW-FWC) (1,757; 756; 1,- 
363: 90-$1.50) “Sister Eileen” 
‘Col) and “Duel On Mississippi” 
(Col). Medium $20,000. Last week, 
Downtown and Hollywood, “Hell 
and Back” (U) and “Apache Wom- 
an” (Indie) (3d wk), $13,200; Ritz 
in unit. 

Downtown Paramount (ABPT) 
(3.300: 90-$1.50)—“Treasure Pan- 
cho Villa” (RKO) (2d wk), with 
Rock-’n-Roll stage unit (1st wk). 
Sock $31,000. Last week, with New 
Foy. Fox Ritz, \$20.300. 

Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
(1,430; $1-$1.50)—“Big Knife” (UA) 
(2d wk). Okay $12,000. Last week, 


$16,400. 

Vogue (FWC) (885; 90-$1.25)— 
“Summertime” (UA) and ‘‘Killer’s 
Kiss” tUA) (2d wk). Slow $2.600. 
Last week. with L.A., Uptown, 
Loyola, $15,700. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,752; 
2.812; 80-$1.50) — “Phenix ‘City 
Story” (AA) and “Bobby Ware Is 


Hefty $7,000. Last week, $12,200. 


i 62 
Last Year $562 "00 —‘Girl In Red Velvet Swing’ 


(20th) and “Gun That Won West” 
(Col). Disappointing at $8,000. Last 
week, “Tall Men” (20th) (4th wk, 
$8,000. 

Guild (Indie) (400; $1)—“Othel- 
lo” (Indie). So-so $2.000. Last 
3 en “Summertime” (UA) (3d wk), 


{ vt eeete (Hamrick) (1,875; 90- 
$1. 25)—“‘Lady Godiva” (U) and 
“Naked Dawn” (U). Mild $5,000. 


(Based on 24 cities and 229 


en ee, 


‘Sincerely Tall 
$12,000, Prov. Ace 














| Last week, “Kiss Blood Off My 

Providence, Nov. | Hands” . (UT) = herr Stool 

It’s sock biz all around here | Bizeon (UI) (reissue), $3,900 in 5 
currently with “Sincerely Yours’ ‘ 
carrying Majestic io top gross, | ¢, Orpheum (Evergreen) (1 ye 
Also on hep side is second week of | (WB) and “Illegal” (WB). Sturd 
“Trial” at State. Both Strand and. ¢} tien ban go “Sister EAL. 
Albee are happy with Desperate | | leen” (Col) and “S ecial Deliver " 
Hours” and “Tennessee's Partner” | (Gol) (94 wk) $7 400 y 
respectively. ’ Paramount (Port-Par) (3,400; 90- 
Estimates for This Week $1.25) —“Big Knife’ (UA) and 
Albee ‘RKO) (2,200; 50-75)—| ‘Fort Yuma” (UA). Okay $9,000 or 
“Tennessee's Partner” (RKO) andj near. Last week, “Trail Lonesome 
“Bengazi” (RKO). Good $7,500.! Pine” (Par) and “Shepherd of 


Last week, “The Shrike” (U) and} Hills” (Par) (reissues), $5.800. 


Knife’ Standout 





“Trouble In Store’ (AA), $7,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 65-85)— 
“Sincerely Yours” (WB). Sock 


$12,000. Last week, “Rebel With- 
out Cause” (WB) and “‘Twinkle In 


God’s Eye” (Rep), $21,000 in 10 

- In Fri 512,000 
State (Loew) (3.200; 65-90)— 

“Trial” «tM-G) and “Bullet .for r1SCo, 


Joey” (UA) (2d wk). Hefty $10,- 
000 after $15,000 opener. 

Strand ‘Silverman) (2,200; 50-75) 
—‘‘Desperate Hours” (Par). Nice} 


San Francisco, Nov. 


Firstrun biz here is onde 
slow this session despite some new 


$8,000. Last week, “Lucy Gallant” | product. Standout newcomer is 
(Par), $5,000. “Big Knife,” sockeroo at the 
United Artists. “Queen Bee” 





shapes next best new entry but 
just passable at Paramount. “View 
From Pompey’s Head” is mild at 
Fox while “Desperate Hours” con- 
tinues very big at St. Francis in 
second stanza. “Sheep Has Five 
Legs” still is sturdy in Geuntle week 
at the Clay. 
Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 80- 
$1)—"“L ady Godiva” (U) and “Mas- 


Thief’ Boffo 286, 2d, 
Mont’]; ‘Laramie’ 21G 


Montreal, Nov. 8. 
“To Catch a Thief” is far out- 
stripping all other entries this 
week despite being in second 
round at Loew’s. ‘Man From Lara- 
mie” looms big at Capitol. ‘‘Lady 





and Tramp” still is strong in third|ter Plan” (Indie). Fair $9,000 or 

session at Palace, near. Last week, “Blood Alley” 

Estimates for This Week (WB) and “Skabenga” (AA), 
Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 60-$1)— | $10,000. 





“Lady and Tram 

Strong $18,000 

in second. 
Capitol (C.T.) 


” (BV) (3d wk). 
ollowing waanaat | 


Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25- $1. 50)— 
‘View from Pompey’ s Head” (20th) 
and “Stranger’s Hand” (Indie). 
(2.412; 50-85) — | Mild $12,000. Last week, “Girl in 
“Man From Laramie” (Col). Big|Red Velvet Swing” (20th) and 
$21,000. Last week, “House of | ‘“Night Freight” (AA), $12,500. 
Bamboo” (20th) (2d wk), $14,000. Warfield (Loew) (2,656; 65--90)— 





Missing” (AA) (2d wk) Thin $11,- 
000. Last week, with Wiltern, 
$19,300. 

State, Hawaii ‘(UATC-G&S) (2,- 
404; 1,106; 90-$1.50)—"Trial” (M-G) + 
‘8d wk). Light $11,000. Last week, 
$13,200. 

Warner Beverly, Orpheum (SW- 
Metropolitan) (1,612; 2,213; $1- 
$1.75)—“‘Desperate Hours” (Par) 
(4th wk). Dull $8,500, Last week, 
$8,700. 


Fox Wilshire ‘FWC) (2,296; $1- | ¢ 


$1.80)—"Girl Red 
(20th) (4th wk). 
week, $6,400. 


Velvet Swing” 
Slim $4,500. Last 


Fine Arts (FWC) (631; $1-$1.50) 
—‘‘African Lion” (BV) (4th wk). 
Good $5.500. Last week, $5,700. 


Four Star ‘UATC) (900; $1.25- 
$1.80)—“‘Am Camera” (DCA) (8th 
wk). Good $6,000. Last week, 
$6,700. 

Warner Hollywood (SW) (1,364; 


$1.20-$2.65) — 
(132d wk). 
day (6) after 
week. 


“Cinerama” ‘tIndie) 
Into current frame Sun- 
rousing $26,200 last 


‘PHENIX’ GOOD $6,000, 
OMAHA; ‘GODIVA’ 46 


Omaha, Nov. 8. 
Biz is on skids at firstrun box- 
offices this week, declining despite 
good reviews and some clever pro- 
motion stunts. “Phenix City Story” 
is okay, thanks partly to ads 
stressing recent statement of county 
sheriff that this sector could easily 
develop into another Phenix City. 
“Ulysses” is show at Orpheum. 
“Rebel Without Cause” is light at 
the Brandeis. “Lady Godiva” looms 
tair at the State. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,000; 
“Rebel Without Cause” (WB) and | 
“Quest for Lost City” (Ind‘e’. Light | 
(Continued on page 20) 


75-$1)— | 


Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 40-65)— | “Quentin Durward” (M-G). Mod- 
“Night Holds Terror” (Col). Poor) est $12,000. Last week, ‘Trial’ 
76.000. Last week, “Scarlet Coat” | (M-G) (5th wk), $7,000. 

(M-G), same. . Paramount (Par) (2,646; 90-$1)— 

“Catch Thiet” ‘ear) sesh — “Queen Bee” (Col) and “Duel on 

atch a ue ‘ ot? 2d_ wk). Mississippi” (Col). © Moderate $13,- 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1 048: 30-50)— | Three and Pray” (Col), $12,500, 


“Apache Ambush” (Col) and “Devil 





Goddess” (Col). Mild $5,000. Last | _ St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1-$1.25) 
|week, “Betrayed Women” (AA)|—"Desperate Hours” (Par) (2d 
and “Spy Chasers” SA A), $6, 000. (Continued on page 20) 


Rebel Bangup $10,000, K. C.; ‘Godiva’ 
Fair 126, Brunettes Light $7,000 


(Col) and “Gun That Won West” 
(Col), $4,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,585; 65-90) — 
“Bengazi” (RKO) and “Master 
Plan” (Astor). Dull $4,500. Last 
week, “Blood Alley” (WB) and 
“Stranger’s Hand” (AA) (2d wk), 
$3,500. 

Orpheum (Fox Midwest) (1,913; 
75- = — Dark currently. Last 
week, “Tall Men” (20th) (4th wk), 
fair $5, 000. 





Kansas City, Nov. 

Picture biz is picking up a a 
this week here but there still are 
some soft spots. Better draws 
include “Rebel Without Cause” at 
Paramount in first week and 
“Desperate Hours” in second round 
at the Roxy. “Lady Godiva” in 
four Fox Midwest houses looms 
fairish “Gentleman Marry Bru- 
|nettes” at the Midland is surpris- 
ingly lightweight. It is a step up at 





the b.o. over from last week in Paramount (United Par) (1,900; 
both cases. 75-$1) — aie Without Cause” 
‘stimate: ow (WB). Lofty $10,000; holds. Last 
Eat mates ire This Week week, “Lucy Gallant” (Par) (2d 
Apollo ‘Fox Midwest) (1,085: \wk). $5,000. 
—Back to subsequent-run. Last | Roxy (Durwood) (879, 75-$1) — 


week “I Am Camera” 

| wk), mild $2,000. 
Glen (Dickinson) (750; 75-$1) 

“Three Forbidden Stories” ‘Indie). 


(DCA) (4th | “Desperate Hours” 


|} Oke $5,000. Last week, $7,500. 
Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra- 
|nada ‘Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2.043: 


(Par) (2d wk). 





Fair $1,700. Last week, “Divided | 700; 1,217; 65-85)—‘“Lady Godiva” 
Heart” (Rep), $1,300. \(U) and “Twinkle in God’s Eye” 
Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 75-$1) —! ‘Rep). Fairish $12,000. Last week, 
“Svengali” ‘(M-G) (2d wk), Okay | “7 Cities of Gold” (20th) and “Mad 
$1,700. Last week, $1,900. “a World” (FM), $11,000 in 6 days. 
Midland ‘ Loew's) (3,500; 60-80\— | Vogue (Golden) (550; '75-$1) —_ 
“Gs ntler men Marry Brunettes’ (UA), “Red Shoes” (UA) (reissue), Sat- 
and “Big Bluff” ‘UA). Mild $7,000. isfactory $1.5¢9. Last week, “The |‘ 
| Last week, “Night [oids Terror’, Bed” Undie), (3d, wk), $1,000. 


Kaye Unit Nice 326, 4 Days, Cincy: 
‘Swing Smooth $11,000, ‘Rebel’ 66 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $2,629,300 

Last Year $2,618,800 

theatres, chierty erst runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 

(Based on 21 theatres) 

(Based on 24 cities and 216 

theatres.) 


Phenix Lusty 246 
Det.; ‘Hunter’ 176. 


Detroit, Nov. 

No one seems to know why ie 
is so slow among the downtown 
houses, but it is. Only bright spot 
among newcomers is “Phenix City 
Story,’ very torrid at the Palms. 
“Cinerama Holiday” remains strong 
in 39th week at the Music Hall. 
“Gentlemen Marry Brunettes” is 
rated okay at the United Artists. 
“Night of Hunter” is a weak Fox 
entry. “Tender Trap” still is big 
in second round at the Adams. 
“Hold Back Tomorrow” at the 
Broadway-Capitol and “Lucy Gal- 
lant” at the Michigan are disap- 
pointing. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 
$1.25)—“‘Night of Hunter” (UA) 
and ‘‘Killer’s Kiss” (UA). Weak 
$17,000 or under. Last week, “Tall 
Men” (20th) (4th wk), $12,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
$1-$1.25)—“Lucy Gallant” (Par) 
and ‘“‘Twinkle in God’s Eye” (Rep.). 
Average $16,000. Last week, “Sis- 
ter Eileen” (Col) and “Big Bluff” 
(UA), $18,000. 

Palms (UD) (2.961; $1-$1.25)— 
“Phenix City Story’ (AA) and 
“Bengazi” (RKO). Bright $24,000. 
Last week, “To Hell and Back” 
(U) and “Girl Rush” (Par) (3d wk), 
$14,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; $1-$1.25)— 
‘Desperate Hours” (Par) (2d wk). 
Oke $8,000. Last week, $14,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (UD) (3,500: 
$1-$1.25)—“‘Hold Back Tomorrow” 
‘U) and “Wakamba” (U). Lean 
$7,000. Last week, “Lady Godiva” 
(U) and “Secret Venture” (indie), 


$8,000. 
(UA) (1,939; $1- 





sees ee eos 








$1- 


United Artists 


$1.25) —‘“‘Gentlemen Marry Bru- 
nettes” (UA). Okay $14,000. Last 
week, “Trial” (M-G) (4th wk), 
$7,300. 

Adams (Balaban) (1.700; $1-$1.25) 
—“Tender Trap” (M-G) (2d wk). 


Big $14,500; Last week, $18,000. 
Music Hall (Cinerama Produc- 
tions) (1,194; $1.40-$2.65)—‘“Cine- 
rama Holiday” (Indie) (39th wk). 
Solid $20,200. Last week, same. 
Krim (Krim) (1,000; $1.25)— 
“Day of Triumph” (Indie) (4th wk). 
Slow $4,000. Last week, $5,000. 


‘Brunettes’ Tops Cleve, 
Fast 17G; ‘Rebel’ Brisk 
12G, ‘Hours’ Same in 2d, 


Cleveland, Nov. 8. 





improving here for firstruns, par- 
ticularly the State where ‘“‘Gentle- 
men Prefer Brunettes” is stand- 
out for the new pix. “Lady 
Godiva” shapes modest for Palace. 
Holdovers look steady, with 
“Phenix City Story’ good at Hipp 
and “Desperate Hours” okay at 
Stillman, both in second weeks. 
“Rebel Without Cause” on second 
round is brisk at Allen. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (S-W) (3,000; 70-$1)— 
“Rebel Without Cause’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Brisk $12,000 following $16,- 
000 opener. 

Hipp (‘Telem’t) (3,700; 70-$1)— 
“Phenix City Story” (AA) (2d wk). 
Good $11,000. Last week, $20,000. 

Lower Mall ‘Community) (585; 
70-90)—“‘Innocents in Paris” (In- 
die). Fair $2,100. Last week, 
“Red Shoes” (UA) (reissue), $2,300. 

Ohio ‘Loew) (1,244; 70-90)— 
“Ulysses” (Par) (m.o.) (3d wk). 
Hefty $10,000. Last week, “Naked 
Street” (UA), $4.000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,286; 70-$1)— 
“Lady Godiva” (U). Modest $8,000. 
Last week, “Tennessee's Partner” 
(RKO), $7,000. 

State (Loew) 
“Gentlemen Prefer Brunettes” 
(UA). Smart $17,000. Last week, 
“Ulysses” (Par) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Stillman (Loew) (2,700; 
‘Desperate ‘wo 
kay $12,000, 


(3,500; 70-90)— ! 





(Par) (2d wk). 
Last week, $15,000. 


| ¢ 


Cincinnati, Nov, 5 
Biz is on decline at seal 
firstrun houses this stanza. Howe 


ever, the hefty four-day returns 
the Danny Kaye show at the 
ship Albe a seemed to help all over 
town. the two bills “Girl jn 
Red Velvet Swing” shapes smooth 
at the Palace. “Rebel Without a 
Cause” is in okay stride at the 
Grand. “Cinerama Holiday” hag 
two extra holiday shows to boost 
its take in 20th week at Capitol, 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; $1.10-$3.85) 
—Danny Kaye show ‘onstage. Six 
performances in four days endin 
Sunday (6) hit a solid $32,000. 
“Stalag 17” (Par) and “Shane” 
(Par) (reissues) at 75-$1 scale 
opened Monday (7). Last \ eek. 
Lucy Gallant” (Par), $10,000, at 
| $1.25 top. 

Capitol ‘(Ohio Cinema Corp) (1. 
376; $1.20-$2.65)—“‘Cinerama Holie 
day” (Indie) (20th wk). Two extra 
Armistice Day shows building this 


of 
flage 





to great $25, 000. Last week, 
$22,500. 
Grand (RKO) (1.400: 75-$1.10)— 


“Rebel Without Cause” (WB). Oke 


$6,000 or near. Last week, “To 
Hell and Back” (U) (m.o.), $7,500 
at $1.25 top in 6 days. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
“Sister Eileen” (Col) (2d wk), 


Pleasing $7,500 after $12.000 bow. 
Palace. (RKO) (2.600; 75-$1.10)\— 
“Girl in Red Velvet Swing” (20th). 
Smooth $11,000. Last week, “Rebel 
Without Cause” (WB), $13,000. 


Young’ Sock $21.000 In 
Toronto; ‘Kiss’ Fat 96, 
‘Queen’ 146, ‘Hunter’ 126 


Toronto. Nov. 8 
“You’re Never Too Young” is 
topping the newcomers here this 
round with wham take at Imperial. 
“Kiss of Fire” shapes neat at Up- 
town. MHoldovers are steady, not 
ably “Night of Hunter” and ‘‘Sise 
ter Eileen,” both in second stanzas, 
and “The Kentuckian” in third. 
Estimates for This Week 
Christie, Hyland (Rank) (848; 
1,354; 75-$1).—“‘I Am _  Carnera” 
(DCA) (6th wk). Steady $6,000. 
Last week, same. 
Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State, Westwood (Taylor) (1,059; 
955; 696; 694; 975; 40-75'\—‘Road 





to Denver” (Rep) and “Golden 
Mistress” (UA). Oke $12,000. 
Last week, “Pearl of South Pas 


cific’ (RKO) and “Sabaka” 
$11,500. 

Eglinton, University (FP) (1.088; 
1,558; 60-$1) — “Virgin Queen’ 
(20th). Fine $14,000. Last week, 
“Love Is Splendored Thing” (20th) 
(5th wk), $9,000. 

Fairlawn, Odeon (Rank) (1,165; 
2.580; 60-$1)—‘‘Night of Hunter” 
(UA) (2d wk). Okay $12,000. Last 
week, $17,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 60-$1)— 
i*You’re Never Too Young” (Par). 
Wow $21,000. Last week. ‘Mister 
Roberts” (WB) (5th wk), $10,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2.090: 60-$1)— 
“Kentuckian” (UA) (3d wk). Hold- 
ing steady at $10,000. Last week, 
$12,000. 


(UA), 





$9 iet” AS “% 1). 
Grosses as well as weather are | es gun” and Juliet” ‘Astra 


; ture” (IFD), 


70-90)— 


Shea’s (FP) (2.386: 60-$1)—‘‘Sis- 
ter Eileen” (Col) (2d wk). Okay 
$11,500. Last week, $14,000. 

Towne (Taylor) (695: 75-$1)— 
Neat 
Last week, “Great Adven- 
$3,500. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,745; 60-$1)— 
“Kiss of Fire” (U). Fat $9,000 or 
near. Last week, “To Hell and 
Back” (U) (5th wk), same. 


‘HEAD’ SOCKEROO 246, 
D. C.; ‘KNIFE’ HOT 186 


Washington, Nov. 8. 





, 


combining to boost averages 4 
| mainstem houses this round. Both 
“View from Pompey’s Head” at 
Loew’s Capitol and “African Lion” 
at Lopert’s Playhouse are sock, 
with critical kudos hypoing then. 
In holdover class, “Cinerama Holi- 
day” at the Warner, continues daze 
zling in its fifth stanza. “SheeP 
Has Five Legs” in fourth round at 
Lopert’s Dupont, is unusually 
steady for a foreign language film. 
“Rebel Without Cause” still is sock 
in second round at two houses. 
Estimates for This Week 





Ambassador (SW) (1,490; 75-$1) 

—"Rebel Without Cause’ (SW) | 2d 
| Wk). Nice $7,000. Last ©“ eek, 
$8,100. Holding. 
| Capitol (Loew) (3.434; 70-95 a 
\“Big Knife’ (UA). Pleasing $16 
| 000. Last week, “Phenix City” (AA) 
| (2d wk), $7,500 in 4 days. 2 
| Columbia (Loew) (1.174: 70-99 
} 


(Continyed on page 20) 





Two impressive newcomers aré ° 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


1] 





- Chi Still Light But Trial’ Mighty 


37,000; I Died’ Good 166, ‘Pray 9G, 


Hill 24 Big 126, Swing’ Slow 206: 


2 





Chicago, Nov. 8. 

Wicket traffic continues light 
nere this frame although brisk, fair 
weekend weather helped some- 
what. “Trial” is headed for a 
whopping £37,000 opener at the 
Woods. “I Died a Thousand Times 
and “Man Alone” bili is good $16.- 
000 at the Roosevelt. “Count Three 
and Pray” and “Duel on Missis- 
sippi’” combo should do oke $9,000 
in first Grand week. 

“Gir] From Marshes” looks brisk 
64.500 at the World. “Hill 24 
Doesn't Answer” shapes socko at 
the Ziegfeld. “Chance Meeting 
is nifty at the Surf. 

“Sincerely Yours” with Hilltop- 
pers heading stage bill looms very 
slow in the second round at the Chi- 
c2go. “Girl in Red Velvet Swing” 
is mild in second Oriental week. 
“Queen Bee” is dull in second 
week at McVickers. 

“To Hell and Back” continues 
big in fourth session at United 
Artists. “The Tall Men” is still 
sturdy in same frame at the State- 
Lake. 

“Cinerama Holiday” stays tall in 
2ist round at Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900: 98-$1.50) 
—‘Sincerely Yours” (WB) with 
Hilltoppers topping stageshow (2d 
wk). Very dull $37,000. Last week, 
$47,000. 

Grand (Nomikos) (1,200; 98-$1)— 
“Count Three and Pray” (Col) and 
*Duel on Mississippi” (Col). Oke 
$9,000. Last week, “Magnificent 


“Matador” (20th), $10,500. 


Loop (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.25)— 
“African Lion” (BV) (6th wk). 
Nice $8,000. Last week, $7,000. 

McVickers (JL&S) (2,200: 65- 
$1.25)—“‘Queen Bee” (Col) (2d wk). 
Sluggish $11,500. Last week, 
$13.000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25) 
“Girl Red Velvet Swing” (20th) (2d 
wk). Slow $20,000. Last week, 
$22,000. 

Palace (Eitel) (1,484; $1.25-$3.40) 
—‘“‘Cinerama Holiday” (21st wk). 
Still sock at $39,500. Last week, 
$40,200. ; , 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 65-98)— 
“I Died Thousand Times” (WB) 
and “Man Alone” (Rep). Good $16,- 
000. Last week, “Night of Hunter” 
(UA) and “Robber’s Roost” (UA) 
(2d wk), $9,500. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,400; 65-98) 
—‘‘Tall Men” (20th) (4th wk). Fast 
$20,000. Last week, $22,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 95) — 
“Chance Meeting” (Indie). Nifty 
$4,000. Last week, $3,200. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 65- 
98\—‘To Hell and Back” (U) (4th 


wk). Hotsy $22,000. Last week, 
$24,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1206; 98- 
$1.25\—“Trial’” (M-G). ock $37,- 


000. Last week, “Left Hand of 
God” (20th) (4th wk), $15,000. 
World (Indie) (697; 98)—“Girl 
from Marshes” (Indie). Tall $4,500. 
Last week, “Othello” (Indie) (2d 
Wk), $2,600. 
: Ziegfeld (Lopert) (430; 98) — 
Hill 24 Doesn’t Answer” (Indie). 
Hotsy $12,000. Last week, “White 
Line” (IFE) and “Strange Ones” 
(Indie) (reissues), $3,000. 


‘Hours’ Timely $10,000, 
Balto; ‘Eileen’ OK 846, 
‘Godiva’ Lively at 66 


Baltimore, Nov. 8. 

New product isn’t making much 
of a dent into the continued mild 
Bross pattern here this week. “‘Des- 
perate Hours” is fairly strong at 





ed New. “My Sister Eileen” looks 
preasing at the Century. “Lucy 


eallant” is moderate at the Hipp. 
fact odiva” is rated healthy at 
; Estimates for This Week 
on ey (Fruchtman) (3,000; 25- 
mt ‘Sister Eileen” (Col). 
nix CH $8,500. Last week, ‘Phe- 
$6500 y Story” (AA) (2d wk), 


_sinema ‘Schwaber) (460; 50-$1) 
(Bq. ae Has Five Legs” (Indie) 
$3.09 4a Okay $2,500 following 

Fil or second. 
so090 & entre (Rappaport) (960: 
fetal saree Cases of Murder” 
“Scarlet peatts tomorrow (Wed.). 

Hi oat” (M-G), slow $3,000. 
35-§ prodrome (Rappaport) (2,100; 
morro ; rial” (M-G), Opens to- 
Fair + fad. ed.), In ahead, “Always 
id eather” (M-G) (3d wk), fair 


9,000 


2) ‘ee 


Pleasi ng 


g Seith's_ (Fruchtman) (2.400; 35- 
ye lreasure Pancho Villa” 
(Continued on page 20) 
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Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates ag re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i.e, 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 











| 


View Smash 2G 
Philly; ‘Trial’ 156 


Philadelphia, Nov. 8. 

Biz is spotty with competing 
attractions such as Notre Dame- 
Penn grid battle getting the heavy 
coin. Brisk weather, however, was 
a help. “Pompey’s Head” is city 
topper with smash session at the 
Fox. ‘“‘Quentin Durward” shapes 
about average at Stanley but “Lady 
Godiva” is somewhat disappointing 
at the Goldman. “Immortal City” 
is cleaning up with heavy Catholic 
trade at Trans-Lux World. “Trial” 
Shapes solid in second Arcadia 
stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (625; 99-$1.40)— 
“Trial” (M-G) (2d wk). Solid $15,- 
000. Last week, $16,000. * 

Boyd (SW) (1,430; $1.25-$2.60)— 
“Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) (38th 
wk). Sock $14,000 to top last week’s 


$12,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 90-$1.49)— 
“View From Pompey’s Head” 
(20th). Smash $25,000. Last week, 
“Tall Men” (20th) (4th wk), $13,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1.250; 65- 
$1.35)—“‘Lady Godiva” (U). Mild 
$9,000 or near. Last week, ‘“‘Count 
3 and Pray” (Col), $12,000. 

Green Hill (Serena) (750; 65-99) 
—‘‘Chance Meeting” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Oke $3,000. Last week, $3,800 
in 6 days. 

Mastbaum (SW) (4,370; 99-$1.49) 
—‘‘Last Command” (Rep). Poor 
$17,000 for 9 days. Yanked over 
weekend. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 75- 
$1.49)—"‘Desperate Hours” (Par) 
(3d wk). Fair $11,000 after $13,000 
last week. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 75- 
$1.49)—“‘Queen Bee” (Col) (3d wk). 
Poor $7,000. Last week, $11,500. 

Stanley (SW) (2,900; 74-$1.40)— 
“Quentin Durward” (M-G). Trim 
$16,000. Last week, “Sister Eileen” 
(Col) (2d wk), $12,000. 

Stanton (SW) (1,483; '75-99)— 
“Tarantula” (U) and “Running 
Wild” (U). Fine $7,500. Last week, 
“Naked Dawn” (U) and “Hunters 
of Deep” (Indie), $8,000. 

Studio (Goldberg) (400; 90-$1.49) 
—‘“Great Adventure” (Indie). Good 
$6,000. Last week, “Marty” (UA) 
(20th), $2,700. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-$1.80) 
— “To Catch Thief” (Par) (14th wk). 
Smart $4,800. Last week, $4,000. 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 74-$1.40)— 
“Girl in Red Velvet Swing” (20th) 
(2d wk). Bright $15,000 after $16,- 
000 in first week. 

Trans-Lux World (T-L) (604; 99- 
$1.50)\—“Immortal City” (Indie) 
(2d wk), Great $6,000. Last week, 
$6,500. 


‘Rebel’ Robust $19,000, 
St. Loo; ‘Ulysses’ 146 


St. Louis, Nov. 8. 

Biz is quite spotty this session 
although biz continues neat at 
three arty theatres. Top newcomer 
is “Rebel Without Cause,” which 
wound a strong session at the Fox 
yesterday (Mon.). “Ulysses” shapes 
trim opening stanza at the St. 
Louis. “Queen Bee” looms fair at 
Loew's. “Cinerama Holiday” still 
ts in chips in 38th round at Am- 
bassador. Temperature dropped 
near freezing over the weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 

AmbaSsador (Indie) (1,400; $1.20- 
$2.40)-»+ “Cinerama Holiday” (In- 
die) (38th wk). Neat $14,000 after 
$16,000 in 37th round. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 51-90)— 
“Treasure Pancho Villa” (RKO) 
and “The Warrior’ (AA). Opened 
today (Tues.). Last week, “Rebel 
Without Cause” (WB) and “Illegal” 
(WB), lofty $19,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-85)— 
“Queen Bee” (Col) and 

(Continued on page 20) 








; Partner” looks mild at Orpheun. 





Specie | 


‘Pompey’ Potent $16,000, 
Denver; ‘Hours’ Hot 13G 


: Denver, Nov. 8. 

New pix range from sock to mild 
currently. Standout is “View From 
Pompey’s Head,” smash at the 
Centre. “Desperate Hours” is rated 
nice at Denham. Both are holding. 
“Lady Godiva” shapes trim at 
Paramount while ‘“Tennessee’s 


“Tall Men” is fancy in second 
round at Denver, and stays over. 
“Man Who Loved Redheads” is 
fine at Vogue, and is holding over. 
Estimates for This Week 


eral hefty holdovers are enabling 
Broadway firstrun theatres to over- 
come partly the two rainy 
(Friday-Saturday) in the present 


: a session. Additionally, the deluxe | 
Ip gga A Pcescrtei e< houses are helped by Election Day 
i pey s fac | holiday yesterday (Tues.). Down- 


(20th). Sock $16,000. Holds. Last 
week, “Girl in Red Velvet Swing” 
(20th) (2d wk), $12,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 60-$1) 
—‘Desperate Hours” (Par). Nice E EGS 
$13,000. Stays. Last week, “Ulys- Easily dominating the new pic- 
ses” (Par) (3d wk), $6,000 “ |tures is “Guys and Dolls” which is 

Denver (Fox) (2.525; $60-$1— | headed for a terrific $170,000 open- 
“Tall Men” (20th) (2d wk). Fancy | 128 session at the Capitol. With a 
$15,000. Stays on. Last week, $26,- $2.50 top, excepting less than 200 


is 


pour Friday washed out trade at 
numerous theatres. Saturday mat- 
inees also were hurt by the rainfall 
but night business boomed. 





000. divan seats at $3, this figure 
Esquire (Fox) (742; 75-$1)—/ Possible, placing it near the record 
“Sheep Has Five Legs” (Indie), | held by "Here To Eternity.” Pic | 
Fair $2,000. Last week, “Great topped “Eternity” in first three | 
; days. Saturday’s mighty $35,000 


Adventure” (Indie) (2d wk), $2,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 60-$1)— 
“Tennessee’s Partner’ (RKO) and 
“Bengazi” (RKO). Mild $8,000. 
Last week, “Quentin Durward” 
(M-G), $7,500. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200: 
60-$1)—“‘Lady Godiva” (U) and 
“Hold Back Tomorrow” (U). Trim 
$10,000 or better. Last week, “Big 
Knife” (UA), $11,000. 

Vogue (Wolfberg) (442; 75-S0)— 
“Man Who Loved Redheads” (UA). 
Fine $3,000. Holding. Last week, 
“Chance Meeting” (Indie) (2d wk), 
$2,100. 


‘Gun’ Best Bet 
In Indpls., $9,000 


Indianapolis, Nov. 8. 
Biz is listless at firstrun situ- 
ations here this stanza. The top- 
per is only okay, “Man With a 
Gun” at Loew’s making best show- 
ing. “Desperate Hours” is getting 
fair returns in holdover at Circle. 
“Girl in Red Velvet Swing” at In- 
diana hasn’t caught on at all. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 
60-95)—“‘Desperate Hours” (Par) 


is a new high for Cap on that day 
with present all-film policy. 


“Sincerely Yours,” which was 


personals, failed to follow through. 
Result is that it is winding opening 
week at the Paramount with a 


over two or three rounds. 
“View 
tion from the nearby Capitol, is 


It 
Ole 


opening session at the Roxy. 
won’t hold long. ‘Grand 





a socko $31,000 or close at the 
Palace. 

“Oklahoma” is climbing to a 
great $58,500 in present (4th) week 
at the Rivoli, being helped by an 
extra show yesterday (Tues.). ‘‘Cine- 
rama Holiday” held to a smash 
$40,200 in 39th round at the 
Warner, with current (40th) week 
heading for a higher figure. 

“Trial” with stageshow looks to 
(4th) stanza at the Music Hall. 
“Gentlemen Marry Brunettes” is 
heading for a sturdy $17,000 in 
second Mayfair week. 


(2d saa ee $8,000 after $12,000 | frame at the Astor. “Tall Men” | 
opening stanza. conti 4 0 
Indiana (C-D) (3,200: 50-85)— ontinued stout with $16,000 


“Girl in Red Velvet Swing” (20th). 
Slow $7,000. Last week, “Blood 
Alley” (WB), $8,000. 

Keith’s (C-D) (1,300; 50-75)— 
“Return of October” (Col) and 
“Petty Girl’ (Col) (reissues). Tepid 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Footsteps in 
Fog” (Col) and “Apache Ambush” 
(Col), $4,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,427: 50-80)— 
“Man With Gun” (UA) and “Break 
to Freedom” (UA). Okay $9,000. 


in fifth Criterion week. 

“Ulysses” wound its 12th-final 
week with an okay $8,000 at the 
Globe. “Big Knife’ moved into the 


modest run for “Lucy Gallant.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$1.75) 
—‘‘Rebel Without Cause” (WB) 
(3d wk). First holdever round 
ended yesterday (Tues.) was smash 


y ‘ { D a ” 
oe. rom, ‘Big Blut” (OA) $26,000 or over after $33,000 open- 
$5,000. ’| ing week. Stays on indef. 


Little Carnegie (L. Carnegie 





Too Many H.0.’s in Hub; 
‘Sincerely’ Good $24,000, 
‘Holiday’ Wow 306, 11th 


Boston, Nov. 8. 
Week of drizzle and rain storms 
plus dearth of new product hurt- 
ing biz currently. Two newcom- | 
ers are shaping okay. “Sincerely 
Yours” shapes fairly good at Met. 
“Sheep Has Five Legs,” only other 
new pic, at Exeter looks fancy. 
Big holdover is “Cinerama Holi- 
day” again terrific. ‘Trial’ held | 
nicely at State and Orpheum in|} 
second round. “Rebel Without | 
Cause” in second frame at Para- | 
mount and Fenway holding stoutly. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— | 
“Night of Hunter’ (UA) (2d wk). 

Mild $5,000. Last week, $7,000. 
Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (678; 
74-$1.25)—‘“‘Game of Love” (Indie) 
(15th wk). Neat $6,000 in 5!2 days. 
Last week, $6,500. 
Cinerama (Cinerama Produc- | 
tions) (1,354; $1.25-$2.85)—‘Cine- | 
rama Holiday” (Indie) (lith wk). 


finished Sunday (6) was 
Stays again. 

Baronet (Reade (430; 90-$1.55)— 
“Cyrano de Bergerac” (UA) (re- 
issue), Opened Friday (4) with nice 
$4,200 likely. In ahead, ‘Philadel- 
phia Story” (M-G) (reissue) (5th 
wk), $3,300 after very nice run. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; $1-$3)— 
“Guys and Dolls” (M-G). First ses- 
sion winding up today (Wed.) looks 
to hit mighty $170,000. Holds, 
natch! In ahead, “To Hell and 





$14,000 but wound a very substan- 
tial run. “Dolls” scale goes to $2.50 
nights for weekend, with $2 open- 
ing price Sunday; $3 scale is for 


200 of these. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 75-$2.20 
—‘Desperate Hours’ (Par) (5th wk). 
|Current week ending today (Wed.) 
| looks to get nice $16,000 or close 
after $20,000 in fourth week. Stays. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
i|—“Sheep Has Five Legs” (UMPO 
(14th wk). The 13th frame con- 
cluded Monday (7) was fine $6,800 
after $7,500 for 12th week. Stays 


Another roaring $30,000 or better, | on with “Diabolique” (UMPO) set 
hypoed by two. holidays. Last | to open Nov. 21. E ar 
week, $27,500. Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.59) 
Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-$1)\—|!—“I Died a Thousand Primes 
“Sheep Has 5. Legs’ (Indie). (WB). Opens today (Wed.). In 
Fanev $10,000. Last week, “Di- ahead, “Uls sses” (Par) (12th wk) 
vided Heart” (Rep) and “Day to | okay $8,000 for longest, protitabie 
Remember” (Rep) (2d wk), $7,000. | run here in many months, The 
Fenway (NETA) (1,373; 60-$1)— | 11th week was $8,200. © 0 
“Rebel Without Cause” (WB) and Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75)— 
“Cross Channel” (Rep) (2d wk). | “Umberto D” (Indie). Opened Mon- 


say $6.000. Last week, $9,000. day (7). In ahead, “Gate to Hell” 
Okay 96008. Last week, $ |(Indie) (47th wk-6 days), good 


ore (Indie) (700; 85-$1.25) W : 

yey (14th wk). Bright | $7,500 after $6,500 in 46th week. 

$7,000. Last week, $7/000, | Sudden notice of closing helped 
Memorial (RKO) (3,000; $662) | ass in final week. 


(Continued on page 20) Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 79-$1.80) 4 


days | 


launched with long lines opening | 
day when Liberace, star of pic, did | 


barely okay $38,000, and won't stay | 


From Pompey’'s Head,” | 
undoubtedly feeling fresh competi- | 


disappointing with a fair $37,000 | 


Opry” stageshow, supplanting the | 
usual vaudeville, is responsible for | 
boosting “Tennessee’s Partner” to | 


“Tender Trap” replaces tomorrow. | —‘“‘View From 


(550; $1.25-$1.80)—“I Am Camera” | 
(DCA) (14th wk). The 18th round | 
good | 
$5,200 after $6,000 in 12th week. | $1 90-$3.30) — “Cinerama Holiday” 


Bway B.0. Beats Rain; Dolls’ Huge 
1706, ‘Partner’-‘Opry’ Socko $31,000, 
‘Sincerely’ 38G, ‘View’ Modest 376 


Some new, strong bills and sev-|—‘“Gentlemen Marry 


Brunettes” 
(UA) (2d wk). Initial holdover 
stanza winding up Friday (11) looks 
to reach trim $17,000 or better. 
First week was $21,000. 

Normandie (Trans-Lux) (592; 95- 
| $1.80)\—“‘African Lion” (BV) (9th 
wk). Eighth week ended yesterday 
(Tues.) was solid $5,500 or over 
after $6,000 in seventh. ‘ 

Palace RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.60)— 
“Tennessee’s Partner” (RKO) and 
“Grand Ole Opry” onstage. Looks 
to get smash $31,000 or near. Last 
week. “Illegal” (WB) with vaude, 
$28.600, over hopes. 

Paramount (ABC-Par) (3.664; 
| $1-$2)—“Sincerely Yours” (WS) 
(2d wk). Getting only okay $38,000 
in first session ended last night 
(Tues.). Liberace, star of pic, made 
personals all-day opening day for 
brief piano recital before each 
i screening. Pic obviously is disap- 
pointing, failing to ho'd as ex- 
pected after opening-day lift from 
Liberace. Stays only two or three 
weeks. 

Paris (Pathe (568; 90- 
| $1.80)—“Trouble With Harry” 
(Par) (4th wk). Looks to hold 
inicelvy with $11,200 in third round 
ended Suriday (6). Second week 
was $14,300. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
felters) (6.200; 95-$2.75)—‘Trial’”’ 
| (M-G) with stage show (4th-final 
wk). Current round ending today 
(Wed.) likely will hold at okay 
$112.000, being helped by partial 
holiday Election Day yesterday 
(Tues.). Third week was $117,009. 
“Tender Trap” (M-G) and new 
| stageshow open tomorrow (Thurs.). 
| Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; $1.50-$3.50) 
|—“Oklahoma” (Magna) (4th wk). 
| Present week winding today (Wed.) 
/ looks like smash $58,500 after $54.- 
| 500 in third round. Additional seats 
/(31) added in balcony and im- 
| proved matinees are helping. This 





Cinema) 


land okay $112,000 in the final | show yesterday (Tues.). 


| week aided. of course, by extra 
Roxy (Nat’l. Th.) (5,717; 65-$2.40) 
Pompey’s Head” 


proves Initial stanza ending to- 
morrow (Thurs.) looks to hit fair 


| $37,000. Holding. In ahead, “Girl 


“Rebel Without Cause” held at|in Red Velvet Swing” (20th) (2d 
great $26,000 or over in second | wk-S days), $40,000. 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 78-$1.75)— 


in | “Tall Men” (20th) (5th wk). Fourth 
fourth session at the State. “Des- round ended Monday (7) was stout 
perate Hours” looks nice $16,000 | $16.300 after $21,000 in third week. 


Continues. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; $1-$1.80)— 
“Marty” (UA) (31st wk). The 30th 
stanza ended Sunday (6) was good 


Victoria yesterday (Tues.) after a/|$6,000 after $7,800 in 29th week. 


; Continues. 

| Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; 
1 $1-$1.50)—“Frisky” (DCA) (3d wk). 
|First holdover” session finished 
| Sunday (6) was good $6,500 after 
| $10,000 in first week. Stavs on. 

| Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50- 
| $1.75)—“Big Knife” (UA). Opened 


, | vesterday (Tues.). In ahead, “Lucy 


| Gallant” (Par) (3d wk-5 days), light 
$6,000 after $9,500 in second full 
week. 

Warner (Cinerama Prod.) (1,600; 


| (Indie) (40th wk). The 39th frame 
|concluded Saturday (5) was great 
| $40,200 after $41,200 in 38th week. 
'Stays on indef. 


‘Ulysses’ Rugged $6,000, 





_ Mpls.; ‘Gun’ Sharp 836, 


Back” (U) (6th wk), was down to} 


divan seats, house having less than | 


‘Hours’ NSH $11,000 


Minneapolis, Nov. 8. 
It's a boxoffice battle currently 
between holdovers and fresh ar- 
rivals, with four in each category. 


Newcomers’ include ‘Desperate 
Hours,” “Ulysses,” “Man With 
Gun” and “Gentlemen Marry Bru- 
nettes.” “Ulysses” at  bandbox 
World looks to have best b.o. show- 
ing. ‘Hours’ is only good at Radio 
City. “Gentlemen Varry Bru- 
nettes” also is modest at Orpheum. 
“To Hell and ] k’’ still is okay 
in fourth week Good weather 
seems no help at wickets 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (S-W (1.150: $1.75- 
$2 65)—“Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) 
16th wk) Stout $15,000. Last 
week, $16,000 
Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-$1)— 
“Trial” (M-G (5th wk). Okay 
$4,000. Last week, $4.500 
Lyric (Par) (1,000; 85-$1) — 
“Sister Eileen” (Col) (3d wk). 
Healthy $4,000. Last week, $5,500. 
Radio City (Par) (4.100; 85-$1) — 
“Desperate Hours” (Par). Nothing 
|but praise but public response 


leaves plenty to be desired, albeit 
good $11,000 Last week, “Girl in 
(Continued on page 20) 
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Many Holdover Hits From Last Year 
Among 10 Sock Legiters in Paris 


Paris, Nov. 8. 

Ten legiters are garnering the 
big money here in playing daily to 
either capacity or only slightly 
less. In Paris a play can get by 
financially, even if it does not hit 
SRO every night because of the 
lower operating cost. Toppers in- 
clude two new pieces, two revivals, 
with the other holdovers from last 
season, 

Andre Roussin’s “L’Amour Fou” 
(Mad Love), at the Madeleine, is 
holding at a daily $1,700 which is 
$20 over capacity. Marcel Pagnol’s 
“Judas,” at Theatre De Paris, has 
a nightly take of $2,000, solid even 
if $740 under a full house. 

Reviva's of Armand Salacrou’s 
1939 [Histoire De Rire” (Funny 
Story), at the Theatre’ Saint 
Georges; Jacques Deval’s 1934 
“La Maniere Forte” (The Hard 
Way), at the Athenee, and 
George Bernard Shaw’s “Pyg- 
malion,” at the Bouffes-Parisiens, 
are all operating to full houses, 
$1,100 to $1,560 nightly. Henri 
Bernstein’s 1934 “Espoir’” (Hope), 
at the Ambassadeurs, is doing a 
brisk $1,900 daily which is fine but 
$800 under capacity. 

Fontaine’ is doing full houses 
with the Peter Ustinov holdover 
from last year, “Love of Four 
Colonels,” to a tune of $1,010 as 
are “Adorable Julia” at the Gym- 
nase (an adaptation of the Somer- 
set Maugham-Guy Bolton “Thea- 
tre’ for $1,650, and Roussin’s 
four-year-old “Lorsque_ L’Enfant 
Parait” ‘When the Child Appears) 
at the Nouveautes ($1,000). 

The Opera spectacle, “Les Indes 
Galantes.” of Rameau, makes a 
tidy $6,500 every time it is piayed. 
Others doing solid b.o. are the 
Folies-Bergere and Casino De 
Paris, plus the two big operetta 
houses, Chatelet and Mogador, 
with their big-scaled vintage musli- 
cals. 





Roussin Comedy Clicks 
On Swiss Preem; May 


+ 





Rank Mulls Sale of Top 
Pix to TV Pre-Cinema 


London, Nov. 8. 
Impressed by the amount of 
ready coin raised by such deals, 
the J. Arthur Rank Organization 
is mulling the prospect of offering 
some of its top product to the 


theatrical release. 

John Davis, deputy-chairman 
and managing director of the 
group, told VARIETY prior to his 
departure for Washington to at- 
tend the meet of the International 
Federation of Film Producers, that 
he was watching the situation 
closely. He said he was waiting for 
the results of the recent sale of 
some British pictures to tv before 
making a final decision. 

The Rank interest in tv preems 
follows the recent Korda deals 
with NBC for ‘‘Constant Husband” 
and “Richard III.” 


Brit. Exhib Claims Biz 
Off 68% With English 
Pic as Vs. Yank Film 


Wigan, Eng., Nov. 1. 
The showing of a British film as 
against an American one has re- 
sulted in boxoffice takings drop- 
ping by as much as 68%, it was 
claimed in defense of a cinema ex- 
hibitor, Herbert Robinson, in court 
here. He was fined $135 and or- 
dered to pay $120 costs when he 





American tv webs, prior to regular | 
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'Soviet Dance Troupe In 


i 
} 


| Shift to Big Brit. Arena 


London, Nov. 8. 
| To cope with the anticipated de- 
mand for seats, the presentation of 
the Moiseyey Soviet Dancers from 
|Moscow has been switched from 
‘the Princess Theatre to the Em- 
press Hall, an 8,000-seater arena. 
Show is due to open tonight (Tues.) 
and will run through to Dec. 3. 
| As a result of the switch, the 
| arena’s annual ice panto is to open 
|a few days later than originally 
| skedded. “Dick Whittington on 
|Ice” will now preem on Saturday, 
Dec. 10, instead of the previous 
Wednesday. 
Negotiations are on for the com- 
pany’s visit to the U. S. this season. 


Graft Charges 
Jail Two Arg. 
Film Prods. 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 1. 

Following closely on the arrest 
of screen actor-producer = and 
warbler Hugo del Carril (Piero 
Hugo Fontana), last week, the 
committee set up by General 
Lonardi’s government to _ probe 
charges of graft in Argentine biz, 
also issued warrants for the arrest 
of Argentina Sono Film producers 
Angel Mentasti and Luis Cesar 
Amadori. Like Del Carril, these 
two were taken “incomunicado” to 
the National penitentiary. They 
will not be able to see counsel un- 
til they appear for cross-examina- 
tion before the Senate Committee. 
Another special committee, in 
charge of the investigation of 








admitted making false’ returns 
about quota pix. He had indicated 
that certain British films had been 
shown at his cinema when they 
had, in fact, not been played. 
According to the exhib’s defense, 
American pix have a bigger b.o. 
draw than British films, and U. S. 
product was shown merely to suit 
the public. ' 


Screen, Legit and Radio graft, is 
headed by Dr. Federico Helguera 
with the help of naval Captains 
Pablo Marinelli, Dardo Quijada, 
Lieut. G. de los Santos and Drs. 
Frederico A. del Nasse and Adolfo 
Erramuspe. 





continued, ‘British films have not 


“Until recently,” his statement 





Stay for 4-5 Wk. Run 


Zurich, Nov. 1. 
The Andre Roussin comedy, 
“Lorsque l'enfant parait’” (When 
The Child Appears), now starting 
its fifth year at the Paris Theatre 
des Nouveauts, got off to a fiying 
Swiss start last week at the small- 
seater Theatre am Central here. 
A capacity house gave heavy mitt- 
ing to this uninhibited farce. Skill- 
ful German adaptation is by Gerda 
von Uslar. Director Lukas Am- 
mann keeps the proceedings going 
at a lively pace. Single set by 
Fritz Krumenacher is adequate. 
The cast is generally well chos- 
en. Rainer Litten and Hertha 
Heger are very good as the Mr. 
and Mrs., with Miss Heger per- 
haps a bit too young for the part. 
She fills it with conviction, though, 
and is a looker. Newcomers Fritz 
Nussbaum and Sylvia Luedi are ex- 
cellent as the son and daughter 
who are soon to become parents. 
Featured roles are ably handled by 
vet player Eugen Jensen and 
smartly gowned Hedda Ippen. Lat- 
ter adds stature to the minor role 
of the minister’s former mistress. 
This is probably in for a four or 
five week run here as this house 
seldom holds any play longer. In- 
cidentally, this play, which is 
tagged ‘‘Family Secrets” here, will 
be seen in its original French ver- 
sion starring Gaby Morlay next 
February, as presented by the 
Paris road company Galas Karsen- 
ty during its habitual tour of sev- 
eral Swiss cities. Mezo. 





‘Cinerama Holiday’ Due 
For Japan Preem in Dec 


Tokyo, Nov. 1. 


“Cinerama Holiday” will be re- 
Cas » j Jc < ¢ » ; cy a7 @) x »;y* TY oO iu rly 
leased in Japan late in December |November. The 


been as popular as American ones. 
When a British film has been 
shown alone, b.o. receipts have 
gone down by as much as 68%.” 

Robinson said the British film in- 
dustry had not suffered any finan- 
cial loss because his company had 
paid for both the American and 
British films as a complete pro- 
gram. According to his defense 
agent, the film distribs in Man- 
chester had been aware that British 
films were not being shown al- 
though they were being paid for. 


2 Yank Cos. May Quit 
Aussie Distrib Setup 


Sydney, Nov. 1. 


Unconfirmed report is that Metro 
and Warners are huddling over 
withdrawing from the local Motion 
Picture Distributors Assn., which 
currently comprises the eight ma- 
od U.S. distributors operating 
ere. 


Reason for mooted withdrawal 
has it that both majors are per- 
turbed over alleged unrest in the 
association, plus not seeing eye-to- 
eye on certain policies laid down 
by other members. Neil Ackland, 
MPDA prexy, refused to make any 
comment on the report. 








SHAKESPEARE BIG BIZ 





The Mentasti - Amadori 
bine’s share in graft under the 
Peron regime is alleged to have 
been a big one. Sono-Film had a 
monopoly of newsreel production 
and its “Semanario Argentino” 
was an obligatory showing in the 
country’s film theatres, by M. 
Apold’s own order. The Argentine 
governmenlt is expected to ask 
Cuba to extradite the ex-press and 
entertainment czar, Apold. 

Mrs. Amadori, who is film-star 
Zully Moreno (Gonzalez), is 
thought to have skipped the coun- 
try because she has not been 
available at any of her luxurious 
homes here, in Martinez or in Mar 
del Plata. 

APPA, the Argentine Producers 
Assn., has been “intervened” and 
will be administrated and probed 
by naval Capt. Tobias Efren. In- 
dustry leaders are most anxious to 
learn what happened to the coin 
collected for the APPA from the; 
60-centavo tax on every film-the- 
atre stub sold. 


BBC Signs Mex Soieler 


Mexico City, Nov. 1. 

For the first time in 12 years, 
BBC is contracting with a Latin 
American news commentator to 
handle its Spanish language news 
slants from London. Mexican 
spieler Roberto Jara Marquez has 
received a two-year contract via 
locai British embassy sources and 
leaves this month to take over 
chores abroad. Marquez speaks 
fluent English, but all broadcasts 
will be in native tongue and will 


com- 








New Gross Mark $50,000 Over 54 | 
For Stratford-on-Avon | 





London, Novy. 1. 
Shakespeare is big business at 
Stratford-on-Avon. The Memorial 
| Theatre season, which closes at the 











*lend of this month, looks like es- 


|tablishing a new record, with a 
| gross of $462,000 from March to 
take will be about 


e+ countries. 
| 
| 


be beamed especially to Spanish 
language audiences in south of the 


The embassy here stated that 
BBC wishes to increase its over- 
'seas audience and therefore intends 
further use 
local linguistic 
possible, 


| Arg. Crix’ Int'l Film Wk. 


Savvy wherever 





of broadcasters with | 


London Biz Booms; ‘Love’ Hotsy 86, 
Rhapsody Mild 76, ‘Tiger’ 66, 24 


°s 
i. 





Fourth Show Biz Chief 
For Arg. in 4 Months 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 1. 

For the fourth time in as many 
months, Argentina is to have a 
new Entertainment Board director. 
The new appointee, Ernesto de Oli- 
veira, is known to all sectors of 
the entertainment industry because 
he previously held the job before 
1953. He was muscled out by ex- 
Press and Entertainment czar Raul 
Apold, for whom he was much too 
honest an official. 

It may be recalled that Apold 
was ousted after the Naval revolt 
of June 16, when Peron was forced 
to grant a certain measure of free- 
dom in press and entertainment. 
He was replaced by a vet journal- 
ist, Leon Bouche, who struggled 
valiantly against many odds, and 
for a brief space did restore a sem- 
blance of press freedom apart from 
starting to clean up the film world. 


Castro Due Back In Arg. 
After An 8-Year Exile; 
To Baton Benefit Date 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 1. 
Argentines are readying a wel- 
come for an exile of almost eight 
years, their top-ranking composer 
and symphony conductor, Juan 
Jose Castro. With Peron’s over- 
throw, a group of musicians and 


t 





Rome, insisting on _ his 
Castro is offered the director-con- 
ductorship of the State Symphony 
and National Conservatoire. 

After his voluntary exile in 1948, 


and the Stranger,” win an interna- 
tional award at La Scala, Milan, in 
March, 1952. In 1954 he won the 
Jose Angel Tamas award at the 


Latin-American Music Festival at 
Caracas, Venezuela. Because of 
these international awards, the 


Peron 
back, 


lure him 
him high 


regime tried to 
offering 


fused. 


During his exile Castro com- 
pleted the score of a musical ver- 
sion of Federico Garcia Lorca’s 
play, “Bodas de Sangre.” Castro 
was a close friend of the late writ- 
er’s and also of Manuel de Falla, 
for whom he did much orchestra- 
tion. 


The musician's first concert 
here, tentatively scheduled for 
Nov. 11, will be a benefit for the 
families of those fallen in the re- 
cent revolution. 


A.P.O., the symphony musician’s 
union, has now published an ac- 
count of the pressure brought to 
bear under the Peron dictatorship 
to force it into line with the party. 
Although APO had 3,600 members, 
it was made to merge with the 
100-member Syndicate of Musi- 
cians formed by Eva Peron, and 
the Syndicate’s leaders took over 
management of the union. 


To Plug Yank Musicals 


Via Austrian Radio 


Vienna, Novy. 1. 

Starting Dec. 1, Dr. Marcel 
Prawy, Austrian born American, 
will plug Yank musicals by pro- 
ducing 12 shows via the local radio 
system, Ravag. First evening will 
inform the listeners on “What is an 
American Musical?” Other shows 
will have prominent works of U. S. 
authors. 





These shows will be given in the 
Cosmos USIS theatre here 
provincial towns, starting in the 
Burgenland province, which is oc- 


politicians cabled the conductor in} 


return. | 


Castro saw his opera, ‘Proserpine | 


salaries | 
and honors, but the composer re-} 


and | 


London, Noy. } 

Firstrun situations here are cons 
tinuing to boom. Most returns are 
| above average for time of 
'and current prosperity is s| 
| by most theatres. 

Among new entries, 
|Splendored Thing” is shaping to 
get solid $8,000 at the Carlton 
‘How to Be Popular” looks close tg 
fine $4,500 at Rialto opening \ eek, 

“Joe Macbeth” looks good $6,700 
at the Leicester Square in second 
round. “Tiger in Sky” is headed 
for $6,000 in its second frame at 
Odeon, Marble = Arch. “King’s 
Rhapsody” disappointed at the 
Warner, first week not being over 
light $7,000. 

“Always Fair Weather” is lead. 
ing the holdovers with a hefty 
$12,000 in third session. “I Am 
Camera” in third week looks like 
big $8,500. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Carlton (20th) (1,128; 70-$1.79) 
—"Love Is_ Splendored Thing’ 
(20th). Heading for fine $8.000. 

Casino (Indie) (1,337; 70-$2.15)— 
“Cinerama” (Robin) (56th wk), 
Continues big with $14,500 this 
frame. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099: 55-$1.70)— 
“Always Fair Weather” ‘(M-G) (3d 
wk). Hefty $12,000. Last week, 
$14,000. “Glass Slipper” (\-G) 
follows Nov. 3. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500: 50-$1.70) 
—‘Second Greatest Sex” (Rank) 
(3d wk). Fair $4,000, same as pre- 
vious week. “To Hell and Back’ 
| (U) preems Nov. 3. 

Leicester Square Theatre |C\A) 
(1.376; 50-$1.70)—‘“Joe Macbeth" 
(Col) (2d wk), Good $6.700. Last 
week, $7,400. “Queen Bee” ‘Col) 
follows Nov. 10. 

London Pavilion 
| 50-$1.70)—“I Am. Camera” (IFD) 
(3d wk). Big $8,500 or near after 
$9,700 in second. “Black Tuesday” 
(UA) preems Nov. 4. 

Odeon, Leicester Square ‘C\IA) 
(2,200; 50-$1.70)—“Trouble Shoot- 
er’ (UA) (4th wk). Fine $8.000. 
“To Catch Thief’ (Par) opened 
with command performance vester- 
day (Mon.). 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2- 
200; 50-$1.70).—“Tiger in Sky” 
| (WB) (2d wk). Good $6,000. Open- 
| ing week was $7,100. ‘‘Storm Over 
| Nile” (BL) opens Nov. 11. 
| Plaza (Par) (1,902: 70-$1.70)— 
“Girl Rush” (Par). Below hopes at 
mild $6,000. “Josephine and Men" 
(BL) opens ov. 11. 

Rialto (20th) (592: 50-$1.30)— 
“How to Be Popular” (20th). Fine 





year, 
lared 


“Love Is 





| 
} 
} 


(UA) (1.217: 


$4,500 or near. Holds. 
Ritz (M-G) (432; 50-$1.30)— 
“Quatermass Xperiment” (Ex). 


Solid $3,900. Stays on. 

Studio 1 (APT) (600; 30-$1.20)— 
\“Lady and Tramp” ‘(BV) ‘8th wk). 
Great $5,200. Continues indef. 

Warner (WB) (1,785; 50-$1.70)— 
“King’s Rhapsody” (BL).Not up to 
hopes with light $7,000. ‘Mister 
Roberts” (WB) bows Nov. 11. 


Blank Sees Italo Pix 
Getting More U. S. Dates 


Rome, Nov. 1. 

Increased marketing possibilities 
for Italian films in the U.S. were 
hinted at here by Myron Blank, 
new Theatre Owners Assn. prexys 
during his stay for the World Ex- 
hibitors Union convention. Accord- 
ing to Blank, Yank exhibitors are 
|in need of more films. a 

“Europe and especially ltaly, 
said Blank, “‘the prestige of whose 
films is particularly appreciated In 
America, have great possibilities 
'for export to the U. S. It is not 
| true, as often claimed in Europes 
| that the American market is closed 
| to a wider import of foreign films. 

Blank pointed out that the U.>- 
audience is mainly a family audi 
‘ence in search of healthy ente!- 
tainment, and that the percentaté 
of young filmgoers is ever increas 




















London, 

“To Catch a Thief,” the Royal 
Command selection, gets two dates 
on BBC-TV this week. First wil! be 
Thursday (10) when excerp!# 


who did the Japanese narration for | been sold by the end of the sea- 
| Son. rhe theatre has a capacity of 
| 1.377 and during the peak season, 
| the house could have been sold 


ete: ‘al Theat h ; ee” te Mites 4 cupied by the Russians. Dr. Prawy | 
a 1e Imperia veatre here and | ¢50000 better ‘ : evious | nos Aires, NOV. J. also will be in charge of the pro- | ing. 
the OS Theatre in Osaka where | *.. er than the previous} phe Assn. of Film Critics and |°°%,.™. rig 1 pro- | a 
“This Is Cin rae ty j | year. sia teatime Medias’ Chat amen eaie ductions on the legit stage of Volks | 
s Is erama” is currently in ee ymmentator: ‘re is organizing | Opey: . a — 
; | 10 sites a = : vera. 
its ninth month of a continuous | _ seoaeding to a recent survey,| an International Film Week, to he | ~! Thief’ Gets BBC Dates 
roadshow run. Shuku Imafuku, | ®@ out 375,000 tickets will have held Nov. 22-30 at Gran Rex Thea- | Nov. 8 


i tre. 

Pictures to be exhibited are 
“French Can-Can” (France) “Mira- 
cle in Milan” (Italian); “Death of 


Col’s German Chief Quits 


Frankfurt, Nov. 1. 


the first Cinerama film, is now in 
the U. S. dubbing in the Japanese 
language narration for the second 





it : eye igh eS inana + OM 
film in this process. | four times over. 'a Cyclist (Spanish); “Los Olvi- bo coe Seren Boner, wee from the pie will be screened. 

At the start of October, “This Is! The exceptional success of the | dados,” “Forgotten Men” (Mexi-|resigned yesterday (Mon.) after six On the following day, scenes | 
Cinerama” had _ grossed nearly | season is largely attributed to the} can); “Barrabas” (Swedish); “Hob- | years with the company. from the production will be 1° 
$500,000 at the Tokyo Imperial. !b.o. appeal of Laurence Olivier and son’s Choice,” a British pie plus an Recently in charge al Columbia's cluded in the “Film Time” pio 
Average monthly gross has been Vivien Leigh, who have starred in| American picture which has to be German-language ‘productions, Dr. gram. It will include shots take? 


$23,000, ‘all the Shakespeare productions, | selected, 


i » 
i Kalbus has no plans for the future, at the royal gala. 
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ce CO-STARRING 


ROBERT STACK 


with KIPP HAMILTON ROBERT DOUGLAS 
MARSHALL THOMPSON 


enoouceo ev SAMUEL 6. ENGEL 
DIRECTED BY HENRY KOSTER 
ne - SCREEN PLAY BY ELEANORE GRIFFIN 








| EPR SS SPEER So oo oom son . 








; CINEmaScoPE 


YOULL BE 
SEEING HER 

ALL OVER 

THE COUNTRY 
FOR 
THANKSGIVING [ 


SS SHELL MAKE 27.277) 
 BOXOFFICE 
““ HAPPINESS ._ 
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HAPPEN %. 
WHEREVER ‘ 
SHE GOES! 


20th Century-Fox 


presents 






COLOR by DE LUXE 


Make your date with her now! 
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Present German Product Unpromising 


For US. Art Theatre Bookings 


American audiences are going¢ 
to see double after all—just as the | 
Germans did—when it comes to | 


. 9 
the restaging of the July 20, 1944, | Australia S Turnbull Sees 
attempt on Hitler's life. U. S. Product World-Pacer; 
The Berlin (CCC-Braunder) ver- ; 
Anzac C’Scopers at 636 


sion of the event has been ac- 
quired for the U. S. by Sidney 

British film producers have a} 
j legitimate complaint against those 





Kaufman. Some time ago, the 
Munich version was taken on for 


Rosenfeld, Bossin And 
Trueman Win Canadian 
Honors as 500 Banquet 


Toronto, Nov. 8. 
Some 500 members of the Cana- 


of the Dominion, were present in 
the Roval York Hotel here at a 
testimonial banquet to honor Louis 
Rosenfeld, president of Columbia 
Pictures of Canada Ltd., as “Pio- 
neer of the Year,’ with Haskell 


dian film industry, from all parts | 


Stress Potential of Re-Makes 





Goverment’s 16m Case Ag 


ainst Film Companies End. 


ing—Ruling by December Likely 





Majors Speed ‘Master’ 
Plan for 0’seas Permits, 


But Will It Work Out? 





Masters, general manager of | 


Warner Brothers in Canada, mak- | 





distribution here by Sam Cum-j/in the U. S. who claim that the 
mins. Another picture on Hitler|American public is prejudiced 
—‘The Last Act’—is due from against British pictures, Ernest 
Columbia Pictures. |Turnbull, managing director of | 


Kaufman acquired 18 features 
from the CCC company of which 
he expects to title five or six, the 
rest going to German language 


|Hoyt’s Theatres, Australia, said in | 
|New York last week. In most areas | 
'where British product is shown, | 
the response has been positive, he 


houses. Also, he signed a contract | added. —_ 
to distribute the Prisma product | Turnbull, here with his wife, 
in the U. S. and Canada. urged British producers to avoid 


emulating Hollywood. He termed 
Hollywood pix “the best of their | 
kind in the world” and made it, 
jplain he thought neither the Brit: | 
ish nor any one else could com- 
| pete with them. In Australia, Brit- 


He said he would take 10 films 
from Omnia, the German export 
assn. There’s some confusion on 
that point since Munio Podhorzer 
of United German Film Enter- 
prises, N. Y., claims to have an ex- 


ish imports are doing excellent | 


elusive agent agreement with | . , : ; 
Omnia for the U Ss Kaufman said ‘business via special promotional 


he had been assured by Omnia ex- | '"¢atment. 


ecs that their arrangement with! . Hoyt's, controlled by 20th, is do- | 
Podhorzer was not exclusive and|ing @ third of Australia’s exhibi- | 
did not prevent the outfit from ition business _with its 10 houses | 
making its own deals for this | ‘there are 1.700 in Australia in | 


‘toto), Turnbull reported. Its earn- | 


country. , , 
: ings for the fiscal year ended June | 


Summing up his view on the 


: : i30, 1955, reached a record level 
German product, Kaufman said, of | qespite the introduction of tele- | 
all the films he had seen, “not two | \icion. 


of them are good enough for art 
houses showing in the U.S.” As 
things stood now, he added, it 
looked as if the German industry 


Turnbull said that of 773 maxi- | 
}mum realistic booking possibilities , 
‘in Australia, 636 are now showing | 
/CinemaScope or had ordered the | 


would have to attempt to break | equipment. Only a small percent- | 


through in the commercial the- | age—95—have put in stereophonic | 
atres via dubbing, an admittedly | coynd. In the Hoyt’s chain, 110 | 
difficult if not impossible—feat. | houses are equipped, with 45 hav- 
“Most of the German pictures are ing stereo sound. The Hoyt’s top- | 
just too routine for art house au- ‘per foresaw a good future for 


diences,” he stated. | drive-ins in Australia. There are 





“Muenchhausen” had been straight- | syed for New South Wales. | 
ened out and that he hoped to have | 


“Muenchhausen” color prints with COAST EXHIB LEFT | 


titles here within six to eight 
| 





weeks. “If we decide to dub the | 
picture, we'll have the negative | $1 923 437 ESTATE 
here, too,” he said. “Muench- | ’ ? : 

hausen” was the last big picture Redwood City, Nov. 8. 
to be completed under the Nazis.| Theatre. owner Lawrence Borg 
U. S. rights were acquired from left an estate of $1,923,437 on his 
the Alien Property office in Wash- | death Oct. 30, 1954, an inventory 
ington by Skelus, which is headed | filed in San Mateo County Super- 
by Kaufman. There had heen a ior Court showed last week. Borg 
problem getting prints from Ger- operated theatres in San Jose and 
many on the Agfa tinter. Salinas. 


SEE AA SHAREHOLDER | :==.500,900 in two reat estat 
OK OF CO. PROPOSALS 


than $500,000 in two real estate 
Proposal that Allied Artists’ au- 


holding companies. ; 
Will divides estate into two 
thorized 1,500,000 shares of com- | the other going to 
mon be increased to 3,000,000, and | ‘W® sisters. 











| Award,” 


| 24,000-seater grandstand show for 


ing the presentation. 

Other special awards went to 
Hye Bossin for his research and 
writings on the history of the mo- 
tion picture in Canada, this pre- 
sented by Walter Herbert, chair- 
man of the Canadian Film Awards; 
and to Dr. A. W. Trueman, Fed- 
eral government film commis- 
sioner, for the “Film of the Year | 
this “The Stratford Ad- | 

color picture dealing 
Shakespearean Festival 
Siratford, Ontario. This 
was presented by Leonard W. 
Brockington, president of the J. 
Arthur Rank Organization of Can- 
ada, Ltd. | 

Rosenfeld, recipient of the 1955 | 
“Pioneer of the Year‘’ award, was 
the third Canadian to receive the 
honor, previous awards going to) 
John J. Fitzgibbons, president of 
Famous Players ‘Canadian) Corp; 
and Jack Arthur. producer of the 


} 
| 
j 


venture,” 
with the 
story at 


the past four years at the Cana- | 


dian National Exhibition, Toronto, | 
who resigned from FP (Can) to 
take on the CNE chore. Nat Tay- | 


lor, president of the Twentieth | 
Century Theatres chain. was chair- | 
man and toastmaster; with the din- | 
ner arranged by Chet Friedman, | 
publicity director in Canada for | 
M-G-M. Present were Leo Jaffe, | 


veepee of Columbia (International) | 
Kaufman reported that the dif-| sour now operating in Victoria and | Pictures, New York, 
ficulties in regard to prints for seven more licenses have been is-| Nathan Phillips of Toronto. | 


and Mayor | 


Rosenfeld started as an usher in| 
Brantford, Ontario, in 1910; was 


sales rep for Carl Laemmle Pic- | 


tures in 1914; Western sales rep | 
for Famous Players (Canadian) in 
1915: was appointed general mana- 
ger and president of Columbia Pic- | 
tures of Canada Ltd. in 1925 and | 
has since held this post. 


Madrid Studio Execs Due 


Vincente Salgado and Joaquin | 
Agusti, president and _ genera) | 
manager, respectively, of the CEA 
Studios, Madrid, are due in the ; 
states for a lengthy study of Yank 
how-to. 

The two execs will spend the 
month beginning Nov. 17 in Holly- 
wood on a survey of production 
and studio operations, 








trust funds, with income from one 
a management recommended stock | 





going to widow and income from, 
purchase plan for employees are 


a brother and | 
both expected to be approved by 
shareholders tomorrow (Wed.) at 
the company’s annual meet in 
Hollywood. 
Strongly backed by president | 
Steve Broidy, the employee stock | 
plan would grant certain key | 


By GENE 
Samuel Goldwyn knows more 
Hayden's Planetarium. 


Sam Goldwyn, Free-Space Cadet 


Space, that is, in the national magazines, 


ARNEEL 
about space than the profs at 





Progress is being chalked up by 
the companies in working out a 
“master” formul 
the divvying up of import pe 
abroad. 


At the same time, even as all 


;companies are now cooperating in 
ithe effort to hammer out a formula | 


acceptable to all, question still re- 
mains in the mind of many 
whether, even if agreed on, such 
a plan will work out in the long 
run. 

For one, it’s argued. the formula 
is worked out mathematically and 


such an arrangement can never 
adequately take into account all 
‘factors. It is for that reason, In 


an ever-changing foreign market 
picture, that some feel that a for- 
mula can never be flexible enough. 

For another, some of the bigger 
outfits have their doubts about the 


‘basic justice of a formula in that 
it doesn’t recognize the rights of | 
‘those who have been in a market 
| for 


a long time and have spent 
years building it up. Whole pur- 
pose of having a formula is to 
gradually wipe out these 


lished” rights and make conces- 


sions to distribs—like Universal— | 


whose foreign business has grown 
by leaps and bounds within the 
past couple of vear's. 

The formula—three versions are 
now being applied on a “‘test”’ basis 
—is basically still the same as was 
worked out originally by a com- 
pany committee under the guid- 
ance of Griffith Johnson of the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. That 
group dropped its work last year 
when it became clear that Warner 
Bros. wouldn’t cooperate. WB is 
now sitting in on formula delibera- 
tions. 

Basis of any formula would be 
the distribution of a “hard core” 
of licenses to each company. After 
that, such factors as domestic and 
foreign billings, production, past 
performance, etc. might be con- 
sidered. At one point, it was sug- 
gested that 1954 be taken as the 
base year. However, having suf- 
fered a severe loss in Britain that 
year due to the introduction of 
CinemaScope—a loss from which 
many of its competitors gained— 
20th-Fox nixed tiie idea. However, 
said 20th, any cther year is okay. 

The companies, none of whom 
are particularly eager for a for- 
mula in the first place, are deter- 
mined to have one so as to side- 
step the annual squabble over li- 
cense distribution. Yet, same warn- 
ing voices are being raised. For 
instance, it’s pointed out that adop- 
tion of a formula might give the 
impression abroad that MPEA had 
gone “soft” on its aim to obtain 
more permits from the various 
governments. 


There are some who argue that | 


a to be applied to | 
rmits | 


“estab- | 





Los Angeles, Nov. 8. 

Final arguments get underway 
today (Tues.) in the government's 
16m antitrust suit against the ma- 
| jors with a likelihood that Federa} 
| Judge Leon R. Yankwich will hang 
/down a ruling by the end of the 

month. Arguments are expected to 
| be concluded Thursday (10). 

Government stubbed its toe last 
| week with its rebuttal witnesses, 
' failing to call one after subpoena. 
ing him and paying plane trans- 
| portation from New York, and 
having the only other rebuttal wit- 
ness, economist Dr. John Gafiey, 
admit he had incorrectly used 
statistics on theatre closings. 

Uncalled witness was Charles H, 
Green, New York financier, 
Green’s plane was delayed by fog 
;and government attorney Samuel 
Flatow secured two one-hour post- 
ponements before finally advising 
Judge Yankwich that he had talked 
with Green on the telephone—and 
had come to the conclusion that the 
| witness couldn’t really add much 
to the case. 

Dr. Gaffey was tripped up by 
| defense attorney Macklin Fleming 
when the economist testified that 
theatre closings have been exagger- 
ated and that the number has re- 
mained fairly constant over the 
‘years. Gaffey admitted, under 
| cross-examination, that he had ig- 
| nored a footnote to his charts in- 
dicating that the figures he was us- 
ing as operating theatres included 
closed and part-time situations. 

Final defense witnesses in the 
| case were John Daniel Desmond, 
| Dawe of United World (‘formerly 
| Castle Films), Universal's 16m sub- 
| sidiary, and Charlies J. Feldman, 
|Ul’s general sales manager and vice 

president. Former merely testified 

|; concerning United World’s opera- 
tion, explaining that the firm did 
| aS much narrow guage business as 
| possible without competing with 
35m outlets. 

Feldman told the court fhat tv 
was a principal factor in the closing 
| of some 5,000-6,000 theatres in re- 
cent years and declared tv release 
ot U product would have caused 
the closing of others, particularly 
those which are now borderline op- 
erations. 

Feldman also stated that tv re- 
lease would mar the re-make or re- 
issue business, pointing out that the 
| average video return on a picture 
is between $40,000 and $50,000. As 
an example, Feldman said the stu- 
dio would not have garnered more 
than that amount if it sold “Mag- 
nificent Obsession,” made in 1934, 
to tv, and would have wiped out 
chances for the re-make. Latter, he 
said, will hit a domestic gross of 
around $5,000,000. 

Backlog value is unpredictable, 
he added, pointing out that studio 
recently re-released “City Across 
the River” and “Kiss the Blood Off 
My Hands,” to profitable results. 

“Reissues,” he explained, ‘can 
|make higher net profits than new 
| pictures.” 











execs the right to buy from a| 
block of 172,200 shares of author- | 
ized but unissued common. “Its 
primary objective,” he recently 
informed shareholders, “is to pro- 
vide long-term incentives to some 
63 employees.” | 

Also on the meet’s agenda is | 
election of 10 directors to serve a | 


one-year term. Heading west over | 


the weekend to attend the conclave 
were veepees Ed Morey, G. Ralph 
Branton, George Burrows and A\l- 


lied Artists International prez Nor- | 


ton V. Ritchey. 


Brylawski Re-Elected 


Washington, Nov. 8. 
A. Julian Brylawski has been re- 
elected president of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Metro 
politan Washington for his 33d con- 
secutive term. Others 

were Marvin Goldman, 1st 
president; Joseph Bernheimer, 
vice president; Harry 





Vice 
2d 
Bachman, 


secretary, and Lloyd Wineland Sr., | 


treasurer. 

Association which represents 
nearly all theatres in this area, has 
just signed a new four-year con- 
tract with the motien picture op- 
erators. It calls for an annual 
719c an hour increase foi 
year of the contract. A new 
tract with the stagehands 
pending. 


reelected | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


each | 
con- | 


is | 


supplements, daily papers and any other form of the printed 
page. 

People who live in caves perhaps haven't heard of “Guys and 
Dolls.” Nobody else could escape the news. It started with the 
bally-high buy of the property ‘(gold pens were used; newsmen 
and photographers were encouraged to regard the deal as equal- 
ling in importance to the Louisiana purchase). 

Goldwyn was publicity-minded about the casting as well. As 
each role was filled peals of thunder issued. With the disclosure 
that Marlon Brando would be a song-and-dance man, the excite- 
ment was unbearable. 

These have been some of the breaks: April 17, two pages in the 
New York Times Sunday magazine; April 29, four pages in Col- 
lier’s; May 1, page and a half in This Week; May 9. column and 
cut in Time; May Cosmopolitan, six full pages; May 17, Look cover 
and four inside pages; June 10, two pages of text and pictures in 
Life; August Harper’s Bazaar, page on Brando and Frank Sinatra; 
Aug. 29, frequent mentions of “G & D” in Sinatra cover story; 
September 10, cover stcry on Sinatra and “G & D”; Sept. 19. Life 
cover and 10 color pages lensed by Gjon Mili ‘who's employed 
by Goldwyn for all his productions); Oct. 9, another page in the 
Times Sunday mag; Oct. 23, two and a half pages in Parade; 
Nov. 11, four more color pages in Collier’s. All plus layouts in 
the fan mags and radio-television promotions, 

Goldwyn personally did not mastermind 
Part of his contribution was in demanding 
noise; Howard Dietz and his ad-pub aides at Metro demonstrated 
exceptional planting punch. And in addition to the commercial 
tieups and stunts they've staged, the formal premiere at N. Y.’s 
Capitol last week was a show in itself, marred only by the irritating 
delay in rolling. David Golding, Goldwyn’s ad-pub chief, a'tso 
shares billing. 

But if not always in the foreground, Goldwyn always is in the 


all this, of course. 
and expecting big 


background crying for hard sell, nor does he refrain from ex- 
pressing his views. The editors and McCall’s were on the verge 
of scuttling a piece by Mrs, ‘Frances) Goldwyn because of his 


insistence on changes in the copy some time ago 
One thing is clear “Guys and Dolls Goldwyn's spiked 
spurs, got big-deal coverage, 


unde } 


As an example of tv’s,impact, 
Feldman said U had purchased the 
the companies to “fight it out” | Prize-winning short “A Time Out of 
each year than to, operate on a| War’ and booked it into a New 
fixed mathematical basis. In that | York art house. Patrons’ complaints 
connection it’s pointed out that in| that they had seen something like 
Italy, for instance, the MPEA mem. | it on tv led to am exhibitor request 
ber companies get 190 licenses | that the short be withdrawn. 
which, in the past, has been con- 


it would in fact 


be healthier for 





sidered ample for everyone. If a 
formula is worked out, it’d only 
be applicable to the division of 100 
permits or more. Furthermore, it 
would have a “brake” to guard 
against too radical change 
one distributor. 


REISSUE 1950 ‘CYRANO’ 
IN WAKE OF VIDEO 


Television is figuring in affairs 
of the picture business more and 
more, Presentation § of “Cyrano 
de Bergerac” recently on Produc- 
ers Showcase over NBC-TV influ- 
enced United Artists to reissue its 
1950 version of the Edmond Ros- 
tand classic. 

Film company figures that the 
tv airing has stimulated interest in 
the property, This particularly 
since it was presented, it's felt, 
with such strong effect. The tv’er 
had Jose Ferrer and Claire Bloom 
in the leads. The UA entry was 
produced in 1950 by Stanley 
Kramer with Ferrer and Mala 
} Powers in the top spots, 











S for any | 


CONFECTION CABINET — 
NOW NOT FOR SALE 


Deal for the sale of Confection 
| Cabinet Corp. to the ABC Vending 
Corp. has been called off following 
preliminary negotiations. 

According to Confection prexy 
Benjamin Smerling, the board of 
directors “decided that the busi- 
ness was not for sale.” Confection, 
like ABC, specializes in the opera- 
| tion of theatre candy counter con- 
'cessions and refreshment vending 
machines. 








Bloomington Ends Tax 


St. Louis, Nov. 8. 
The three theatres in Blooming: 
ton, Ill., will no longer have to pay 
the 4% city admish tax after Dec. 
| 1 but saving will not be passed to 
' the public. 


| City Council by a 3-2 vote lifted 
| the tax after theatre owners plea. 
Repeal will cost the city approx- 
| imately $17,000 annually. 

No changes in the admish scale. 
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~~ YOUR CHRISTMAS PACKAGE... 
The Wor Famous Book With The Greatest Pre-Sold Auience Ever 
RAP PED uP FOR SMASH BUSINESS! 


THE BIG MONEY 
SUCCESSOR TO 
“HEIDI"! 


BIGGER! BETTER! 
GREATER! and in 


_ COLOR: | 
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» Cr by LAZAR WECHSLER 9 


Directed by FRANZ SCHNYDER 
Based on the book by Johanna Spyri 
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“eg The Christmas attraction at New York’s Little Carnegie Theatre! 
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ae ® Then Came Dick Walsh Sheeres th Allied RENATO GUALINO TO 
— Within a few days of the our 
Allied Calls Roll—Of Foes ROSE a FR | RESIGN IFE, ROME 
= Continued from pare 7 George "Browne on extortion |= continued from vase 1 ===] | Renato. Gualine, prez of bath 
chains and formerly affiliated; and in doing so we have brought! elected president of the Inter- the 55m prints in favor of Jom.” fered hee ag and regia Re- 
theatres. some queer fish to the surface. national Alliance of Theatri- Sound: 20th will aid exhibs in| p., IS planning to resign 


He charged that the talks with 
the film companies failed and that 
“Allied did not gain in strength or 
prestige” by joining with TOA in 
the discussions. ‘‘The film compa- 
nies knew,” he declared, “that the 
presence of the TOA men on the 
committee meant that there would 
be no joint action by the two ex- 
hibitor bodies in case they did not 
meet the committee’s demands. 
They knew that no matter what oc- 
curred at the conference the TOA 
men would remain true to the do- 
nothing policy of their association. 
They knew that the TOA repre- 
sentatives were front men for the 
big circuits that support that or- 
ganization and that, no matter how 
bravely they spoke, they would_xot 
be permitted to join Allied’s ag- 
gressive measures.” 

TOA’s About-Face 

He repeated Alfred Starr’s “des- 
perate men will do desperate 
things” comment as being inter- 
preted by Allied as meaning that 
TOA would go along with legisla- 
tive action if all other efforts 
failed. Shor disparaged TOA’s 


about-face and the rival org’s con-" 


tention that it hasn’t exhausted 
the possibilities of friendly nego- 
tiation with the film companies. 

The Allied topper said that it’s 
obvious TOA planned to do noth- 
ing about film rentals and cited a 
leak from the recent TOA conven- 
tion in which Wolfson, at a closed 
session, is alleged to have said that 
the film rental problem could be 
tackled next year when TOA held 
its convention in New=®ork where 
distribution executives would be 
available. 

On the subject of arbitration, 
Shor said that Martin, Reade and 
Starr were well aware that Allied 
would not go along with any plan 
that did not include the arbitra- 
tion of film rentals. He pointed 
out that Martin, then TOA prexy, 
also favored all-inclusive arbitra- 
tion and so stated to the press. 
However, he noted that Martin and 
other TOA-ites reversed their posi- 
tion at TOA’s Los Angeles conven- 
tion. 

Shor deplored the expansion of 
the theatre holdings of the large 
circuits and said that it was gen- 
eral counsel Abram F. Myers’ be- 
lief that Allied’s protest to the 
Dept. of Justice was what led to 
the rupture between Allied and 
TOA. He noted that TOA did not 
discuss the expansion at its L. A. 
confab. Shor recalled a meeting 
with Martin at which, he said, Mar- 
tin agreed with Allied’s position 
on arbitration and the expansion 
of the divorced circuits and said 
that TOA’s board was now con- 
trolled by directors who would 
back that position. According to 
Shor, Martin told him, however, 
that Wolfson would never agree to 
any move seeking to curb the ex- 
pansion of the circuits. 

COMPO’s ‘Failure’ 

Shor cited COMPO’s failure to 
oppose the toll tv fight, declaring 
that COMPO’s support was blocked 
by Paramount because of its inter- 
est in Telemeter. The main rea- 
son, he said, for the dissatisfaction 
with COMPO was based on the or- 
ganization becoming a bureaucracy 


and that it had become ‘a law unto | 


itself and no longer feels any ob- 


ligation to consult, much less be 
organizations 


governed by, the 
that compose it.” 


On the subject of a renewed 
fight against the Federal admis- | 
sions tax, Shor said that Allied is | 
“as much against taxes as any-| 
body,” but that it did not jump on | 


the tax repeal bandwagon at this 
time because “we do not 
squandering the influence and gooc 


will of exhibitors by launching tax 
unpropitious 
also 
opposed ‘unauthorized forays into 
Washington by persons presuming 


repeal 
times.’ 


campaigns at 
He said that Allied 


to represent all exhibitors.” 


Shor charged 20th with reneging 
On a promise to issue a new sales 
policy as promised by Skouras. He 
said Skouras had agreed to all the | 


Allied demands except for all-in 


Clusive arbitration but when the| petitive bidding, contract violation. | 
time came to announce the new) and conciliation provisions of the | 
policy “no announcement of the| arbitration plan, Myers came to 
new policies was forthcoming and| the general conclusion that only 


much of 


what Spyros promised | the film companies could benefit | 

never came to pass.” | from the proposed “rules of the 
In closing, Shor declared that| game.” The Allied general counsel 
great pressure was being placed on | also assailed Theatre Owners of | 
Allied to recede from its program.| America leaders for their ready | 
A sniping campaign has been! acceptance of the arbitration plan 
launched among our members,” he! without careful discussion with 
Said. “So far we have been able’ the rank and file members of the 


to trace each incident to its source 


favor 


Anything to head off Allied before 
it can take effective action in be- 
half of its members seems to be 
the cry.” 

He said that he must not forget 
to mention that at every oppor- 
tunity Martin, Starr, Reade and 
Blank have suggested consolidating 
Allied and TOA. “My answer then, 





as I expect it will always be,” said 
Shor, “was “Why merge—you are 
welcome to join Allied.’ ”’ 








Chicago Jam-Up 


Continued from page 5 








distribs could be sure of hitting 


there. Which leaves five undis- 
puted Loop first-runs, an insuffi- 
cient number for the flow of prod- 
uct anticipated in coming months. 


Consequences 


Several effects are likely to de- 
velop from the scarcity of prime 
houses. For one thing, distribs 
may have to drop an increasingly 
large number of films into outlying 
runs without Loop showings; for 
another, Near North theatres such 
as the Esquire and the Carnegie, 
who have a quasi-art policy, should 
get an increasing number of mass- 
appeal first-runs. Again, distribs 
may not be able to get full poten- 
tial out of their first-run films. A 
short time ago, Twentieth-Century 
Fox put “The Virgin Queen” into 
the Near North Esquire Theatre, 


their potential for a top-notch film | 


cal & Stage Employees, suc- 
ceeding Browne. He was moved 
up from 3d v.p. of IA to the 
chief exec’s role on Nov. 8, 
1941. 

Walsh has held the job since. 


Willie Bioff 














arranging for the financing of the 
penthouse units. Not only will 
these units make for improved 
sound picked up from the single 
magnetic track, but the C’Scope 
picture can then be shown in the 
full 2.55 to 1 ratio in which it was 
‘lensed. If exhibs don’t go along 
with 20th on its sound proposition, 





the company may be‘ forced to 

adopt the combination magnetic- 
——— Continued from page 3 Sees optical prints. That would be a 
N. Y. Federal Court, convicted | Shame even though, for 20th, it 
and each sentenced to an eight-|Wwould constitute a considerable 
| year stretch. Both were released | Saving ‘estimated at around 


in 1944 as the result of coopera- 
tion with the police—specifically, 
fingering some of their fellow- 
workers in the rackets. 

All Come Out 


| The Bioff-Browne trial saw many 

top film officials put through a 

courtroom wringer. Nicholas -M. 

Schenck testified that $100,000 was 
| paid to the defendants in 1936-37. 
This money, said the president of 
| Loew's, came from the personal 
| funds of the late David Bernstein, 
| Loew’s treasurer, and the latter 
|'recouped it via falsified expense 
vouchers. 

To cover up, for example, Al 
| Lichtman, then Loew’s sales chief, 
' would hand in a voucher for $9,- 
| 500, and then would turn the coin 
over to Bernstein, said Schenck. 
Other execs did similarly until the 
entire $100,000 was repaid to Bern- 
stein. 


Prosecuting attorneys at one 








first-run; such bookings may be- 
come increasingly common in the | 
months to come. 
Another effect of the first-run | 
house drought will be to put ex- 
hibitors in a more favorable bar- 
gaining position vis-a-vis the dis- 
tributors. Exhibs will be better 
able to pick and choose and a lot 
of the “You give me this on my 
terms, and I'll play that dog” kind 
of negotiating seems in the offing. 
Exhibs haven’t been in this kind of | 
‘a driver’s seat for years. 
| Product Scarcity 
| Legal complications may ensue 
lif the situation becomes too seri- 








ous; it was only a few years ago! 
that the B&K first-run houses had 
to get permission from a Federal 
judge to run a picture in the Loop 
longer than two weeks. If the pinch 
is tight enough on the outlying in- 
dies and the distribs, a plea for a 
return to this controlled kind of 
booking may not be a far-fetched 
possible result of the scarcity of 
prime showcases. 

Stageshows will make their de- 
parture from the Loop scene for a 
couple of months when ‘‘Guys and 
Dolls” opens at the Chicago. The 
house is dropping vaude during 
the Goldwyn pic’s run, as it did 
last year when playing “A Star Is 
Born.” Although the Oriental 
Theatre, for example, has played 
with the idea of a limited vaude 
policy, the Chicago’s permanent 
status as a vaude-filmery seems in 
no danger. Booking troubles, tal- 








| Bioff’s 


point were curious about the rela- 
tionship between Bioff and some 
filmites. Said Harry M. Warner, 
president of Warners: “I consid- 
ered Mr. Bioff as a man who shook 
our company down for $100,000. 
Therefore I thought that in view 
of the power which he had, it 
would be a good policy to pursue 
a surface friendship, rather than 
make him an enemy.” 


Samuel Carlisle, WB controller, 
also testified about the payoff to 
Bioff, stating the phoney expense 
voucher routine was used to pro- 
vide the coin. 

Major Albert Warner told of 
“making the rounds” for 
the loot. Hugh J. Strong, person- 
nel supervisor at 20th-Fox, related 
that he and the late Sidney R. 
Kent, then president of 20th, went 
to N. Y.’s Warwick Hotel and de- 
posited an envelope full of large 
bills with a bellboy who was serv- 
ing as Bioff’s messenger. 


Bundles for Bioff 


W. C. Michel, 20th’s exec v.p., 
said he had raised about $90,000 
from 1936 to 1940, gave this to 
Kent who, in turn, contributed it 
to the Bioff bundle. The late Aus- 
tin C. Keough, Paramount’s gen- 
eral counsel, testified that Par had 
paid $100,000 to Bioff and the ma- 
jor companies together had shelled 
out $750,000. ; 

The Government’s case charged 
extortion of $550,000. Testifying 
before a grand jury later, Bioff 
said he received over $1,000,000. 





ent scarcity and now, the availabil- 
| ity of topdrawer product make it 
‘unlikely that anyone will move in 
/on the Chicago’s territory. 
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Myers Hits 


Continued from page 7 —— 





of renewing “the archaic definition 
of clearance.” 

Myers specifically rapped Para- 

mount for its attempt to prerelease 

| “Desperate Hours” under the 


5 | 


to prerelease the picture to 128 
hand-picked theatres. He declared 
Par only abandoned the 
the day after he made a speech 


| tice. Previously, he pointed out, 
he had sent Par general sales man- 
ager George Weltner a letter pro- 

_ testing the practice. 

In a point by 

-| tion of the 


point considera- 
financing, runs, 


organization, 


guise of a merchandising engage- | 
ment and termed this an attempt | 


scheme | 


in New England assailing the prac- | 


Browne and Bioff were jailed 
| but the film business was the loser, 
| too. In addition to the donations 
ito B. & B., plus stockholder suits 
‘that followed against Loew’s, 20th 
and Par, the entire industry was 
,on the hook, public relations-wise. 
| Nearly every newspaper in the 
country editorialized against Hol- 
_lywood. A typical comment was 
this: “The wrong about the black- 
| mailing is double-barrelled. It is 
| plain common sense that you can’t 
have a crook in the racket unless 
_there is a crooked employer to 
pay him off.” 

But while the press rapped Hol- 
lywood for tolerating the shake 
| the execs who paid off had an an- 
swer that might be summed up 
| this way: ‘What else could we do 
wen a gun in our ribs?” 
| 


| MATERNATI MATRICULATES 


Frenchman Begins His Education 
In American Film Biz 








com- | 





Joseph Maternati, newly ap- 
| pointed French government film 
|rep in the U. S., arrived in New 
| York last week and, after a brief 
Slay, went on to Washington for a 


briefing with the cultural attache 
of the French Embassy there. 

| Maternati, who is to establish a 
French film center in N. 7. is 


skedded to return here following 
the Washington conclave of the In- 
ternational Federation of Film 
| Producer Assns, 


$3,000.000 annually). 


Arbitration: The small exhibitors 
must be saved for the welfare of 
the community in which they op- 
erate. 20th favors arbitration of 
film rentals under $100 and has so 
{told the joint Allied-TOA commit- 
tee. However, he had asked the 
committee not to disclose this 20th 
position to the other distribs so as 
not to influence their opinion. 
Obviously, 20th can’t do a solo in 
that respect. 

Sales Poticy: 20th aims for a 
flexibility of terms but prefers to 
sell flat to situations grossing 
$1,000 or less a week. Company 
will sell on any basis fair to both 
parties. However, win or _ lose, 
production is entitled to make 
some money on its pix. 20th real- 
izes that exhibition must be pros- 





perous or else the industry will 
collapse. 


There were cheers from the 
audience when Skouras said 
he personally would look after 
complaints on rental terms for 
low-grossing situations. 

When, in his speech, the 
20th topper stated it was 
20th’s policy to sell “flat” to 
theatres grossing under $1,000 
a week, the remark was greet- 
ed by a chorus of “‘nos” from 
the floor. 

“I thought we were doing 
that,” said Skouras, turning 
to William C. Gehring, 20th’s 
exec assistant sales chief. 
Then he turned back to his 
audience and shouted: “Well, 
if Bill doesn’t do it for you, 
just wire me direct!” The 
convention broke into ap- 
lause. 


As for the antitrust actions 
brought against the companies, 
Skouras said some of them were 
justified and that the distributors 
had to abide by the law. However, 
he observed, some exhibitors also 
take advantage of the situation to 
the detriment of the entire indus- 
try and of the small exhibs. 


Skouras stated that he was out 
to return the lost audience to the 
theatres and he emphasized the 
important position of the Holly- 
wood product in the world market. 
20th, he said, was continuing to 
work on Eidophor which, when 
perfected, would have “a_ tre- 
mendous impact” on the enter- 
tainment world. 








Svenska Censors 


Continued from page 3 








certain nervousness about moral 
influences. Considerable public 
and press surprise was expressed 
when “A Star Is Born” opened the 
rejuvenated Paladsteatret with a 
limited license, forbidding chil- 
dren under 16 to attend. Censor 
gave as reason the many scenés of 
James Mason’s disintegration via 
alcohol. 

_(*A Star Is Born” is one of the 
final big American releases to play 
Denmark. Entirely separate as a 
problem, the U. S. distributors are 
putting into effect a boycott of 
Denmark beeause the inflation- 
fearing Government will not au- 
thorize an increase in maximum 
rental terms.) 


It is possible that the Dane rule 
on “no children” will be partly 
eased by lowering the age to 14, 
so that anybody above that could 
Pass as an adult. 

Meanwhile, stricter censorship 
has financial complications for im- 
porters of films which must have 
Danish subtitles superimposed. One 
producer played a hunch on two 
| fangster films (titles withheld) 
| and submitted them in advance of 
| titling. He was smart as they have 
| been refused a license, For the 











a shoot-em-up Hollywood western 
is in the same category with big 
j city hoodlum melodrama, 


| Purposes of the Danish censorship | 


his posts at the next meet of the 
IFE board in Rome. _ Goffredg 
Lombardo is reportedly in line tg 
succeed him. 


IFE Releasing is now operating 
om an autonomous basis under 
exec v.p. Seymour Poe. Election 
of Lombardo probably would have 
little significance at the U.S. end. 
Gualino, skedded to quit Dec. 31, 
heads up the U.S. outfits and also 
is general manager of IFE (Rome), 
There have been reports that the 
latter may be abolished. 


Meanwhile, Poe and Manny 
Reiner, IFE Releasing sales chief, 
left yesterday (Tues.) for the 
Coast to line up a date for IFE’s 
newly acquired “Lost Continent” 
in Los Angeles, the avowed pur- 
pose being to qualify the Cinema- 
Scope documentary for Academy 
Awards consideration. Poe also 
may huddle with producers to 
obtain some indie product for his 
company. 








Ulmer’s ‘Wings’ to Star 
Hardwicke in 4 Lingos 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke will star 
in “Dark Wings,” first of two films 
producer-director Edgar Ulmer 
will make in Euro,e in a project 
that stalls his projected filming 
here of “The Target’ under the 
banner of Minerva Films. 


European setup was finalized 
with French producer Nat Wachs- 
berger. “Wings” will be made in 
Eastman Color and SuperScope 
and Ulmer plans four versions— 
English, French, German and Ital- 
ian—to cover world markets with- 
out dubbing. 


‘Mr. Robbins’ 


Continued from page 4 














mount’s Barney Balaban, and the 
method employed to fete Sophie 
Tucker at last year’s Jewish The- 
atrical Guild dinner. Daly accu- 


rately noted that the business life 
of the NSS chief mirrored a color- 
ful and nostalgic era of the indus- 
try. 

His origin on New York’s lower 
east side was reprised in song by 
Dale, and Clark went on to recite 
that while at the World “Irvin S. 
Cobb asked Herman to check his 
copy because he was a poor spell- 
er.” Bowman and Palance con- 
tinued “The Mister Robbins Story” 
through the Theda Bara era and 
a sales managership at Fox when 
only 27, Ed Fay, “patron saint of 
National Screen Service,” told how 
“Herman helped me when I was in 
need.” 


Of the bon mots which served 
to limn both Robbins the business 
man and family man were James’ 
“showmanship;” Nina Foch on “he 
doesn’t make friends easily but he 
has lots of them.” 


Betsy Palmer probed his domest- 
ic life; Rita Gam annotated his 
penchant for carpentry and home 
improvements; Stubby Kave cited 
his fowl-raising venture via ‘“‘Rob- 
bins Roost.” Said Kaye: ‘Having 
handled a turkey or two at Nation- 
al Screen, Herman was admirably 
suited for the job.” Baritone Jack 
Russell lyricized ‘‘Mister Robbins 
just keeps rollin’ along,” to music¢ 
of “Old Man River.” 


Musical highspots of the eve- 
ning were Benny Goodman's clar- 
ineting of “Memories of You” and 
“Avalon,” Dorothy Sarnoff’s vocal- 
izing of “You Gotta Have Heart,” 
Dolores Wilson’s lilting delivery of 
“Voices of Spring” and Kitty Kal- 
len’s lively “Little Things Mean a 
Lot.” Likewise, the backing of Al 
Rickey’s band was more than par 
for the course. 


Actual presentation of the plaque 
to Robbins was made by dinner 
chairman Ned Depinet who read 
the inscription citing the NSS exec 
“for a distinguished lifetime of 
service to the motion picture in- 
dustry ... and for his dedication 
and achievement in behalf of all 
patriotic and humanitarian causes.” 

Following the national anthem, 
sung by Rosemary Kuhlman, and 
invocation by the Very Rev. Msgr. 
Thomas F. Little, earlier portion 
|of the evening saw some 52 new 
Pioneers inducted into the organ- 
ization by president Jack Cohn and 
; Judge Ferdinand Pecora, 
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The new 1955 Xmas-New Year Trailer 
and Display Book for Holiday Promo- 
tion and Exploitation is ready now with 
ideas for screen, lobby, out-front, away: 
from-theatre and a host of merchant tie- 
up ideas to increase your holiday profit. 
Get it...immediately...from your 


nearest National Screen Service Branch! 
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Picture Grosses 








BOSTON 


(Continued from page 11) 
“Tall Men” (20th) and “Siam” (BV) 
(4th-final wk). Steady $9,000. Last 
week, $12,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,357; 60- 
$1)—“‘Sincerely Yours” (WB) and | 
“Bobby Ware is Missing” (AA). 
Lofty $24,000. Special prices for 
Liberace personals on Friday (4), 
$1.50 top, boosted gross. Rain 
sloughed attendance at three p.a.’s. 
Last week, “Girl on Red Velvet 
Swing” (20th) and “Finger Man” 
(AA) (2d wk), $12,000. 

Mayflower (ATC) (689; 65-85-$1) 
—‘‘The Bed” (Indie) (4th wk). Fat 
$4,000. Last week, $5,000. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Rebel Without Cause” (WB) and 
“Cross Channel” (Rep) (2d _ wk). 
Stout $9,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Pilgrim (ATC) (1,838; 60-75-95)— | 
“Three Stripes in Sun” (Col) and 
“Teen-Age Crime Wave” (Col) (2d 
wk). Neat $8,000. Last week, 
$13,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 60-$1)— 
“Trial” (M-G) (2d wk). Fine $12,- | 
000. Last week, $19,000. 

State (Loew) (3,400; 
“Trial” (M-G) (2d wk). 
$8,000. Last week, $12,000. 


‘Gun’ Rousing $18,000, | 
Buff.; ‘Hours’ Hep 13G. 


Buffalo, Nov. 8. | 

“Man With Gun” is pacing field | 
here currently, with a socko session | 
at the Buffalo. “Tennessee’s Part- 
ner” looms fair at Century while 
*“‘Desperate Hours” is rated strong 
at Paramount. “Rebel Without 
Cause” shapes potent at the Center 
in second week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo ‘Loew) (3,000; 50-80) — | 
“Man With Gun” (UA) and “Killer’s | 
Kiss” (Indie). Lofty $18,000. Last 
week, “Quentin Durward” (M-G) 
and “Break to Freedom” (UA) (5- | 
days), $9,700. | 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 50-80)— 
“Desperate Hours” (Par). Strong 
$13,000. Last week, “Last Com- 
mand” (Rep) and “Headline Hun- 
ters’ (Rep), $10,000. 

Center (Par) (2,000; 50-80) — 
“Rebel Without Cause” (WB) (2d 
wk). Potent $12,000. Last week, 
$15,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 50-80)— 
‘Footsteps In Fog’ (Col) and “Duel 
on Mississippi” (Col). Mild $6,500 
in 6 days. Last week, ‘Sister 
Eileen” (Col) and “Gun That Won 
West” (Col), $10,000. 

Century (‘Buhawk) (3,000; 60-85) 
—‘Tennessee’s Partner” (RKO) 
and “Bengazi” (RKO). Fair $8,000 
in 6 days. Last week, “Treasure 
Pancho Villa’ (RKO) and “Quest 
for Lost City” (RKO), $9,000. 

Teck (‘Cinema Products) (1,200; 
$1.20-$2.40) — ‘“‘Cinerama” (Indie) 
(33d wk). Good $7,500. Last week, 
_ $7,300. 


WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 10) 
—“Trial’ (M-G) (5th-final wk). | 
Steady $6,500 for final 8 days after | 
$6.500 last week. | 

Dupont (Lopert) (372; 75-$1.10) | 
—‘‘Sheep Has Five Legs” (Indie) | 
(4th wk). Fine-$5,000 after $5,500 | 
in third. Stays. 





50-$1)— | 
Slick | 














Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 70-95) — 
“Ain't Misbehavin’”’ (U) and “Ten- 
nessee’s Partner’ (RKO). Fair 


$6.000. Last week, ‘Kiss of Fire” 


(U) and “Purple Mask” (U), $5,000 | 


Metropolitan (SW) (1,200; 75-$1) 
—"Rebel Without Cause” (WB) (2d 
wk). Fancy $11,000 or close. Last 
week, $15.000. Stays over. 

Palace (Loew) (2,360; 70-95) — 
“View from Pompey’s Head” (20th). 
Sock $24,000 or better, with crix 
kudos helping. Stays. Last week, 
“Girl in Red Velvet Swing” 
$16,000 in 8 days. 

Playhouse’ ‘(Lopert) 
$1.10) “African t 
Smash $12,000, topping “Living 
Desert” (BV). Stays. Last week, 
“Man Who Loved Redheads” (UA) 
(3d wk), $4.000. 

Warner (SW) (1,300: $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘‘Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) (5th 
wk). Still hefty 
$22.000 last week. Stays. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 
“IT Am Camera” (DCA) 
wk). Firm $6,000. 
ditto, 


(435: 75- 
Lion” BV) 


70-$1)— 
(6th-final 
Last week, 











/ f / 
Sh i/, / if VAI, 


Tue Hortywoon 


St 2: 


KNICKERBOCKER 


(20th), 


at $21,000 after | 





‘EILEEN’ BRIGHT 116, 
PITT; ‘SWING’ 5G, 2D 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 8. 
Biz still is on downgrade but 
there are hopes for a pickup now 


| that threat of a city-wide transpor- 
| tation strike has disappeared. Best 


bet this week is “My Sister Eileen” 
at Harris which is likely to develop 
into a h.o. “Gate of Hell” showing 
promise at Squirrel Hill, arty 
naber. Elsewhere, biz largely is in 
the doldrums. “Quentin Durward” 
getting nowhere at Penn and 
second weeks of ‘Rebel Without A 
Cause” at Stanley and “Girl on 
Red Velvet Swing” at Fulton are 
both slipping sharply. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) 
“Girl Red Velvet Swing” (20th) (2d 
wk). Unlikely to break $5,000 on 
h.6., and comes out tomorrow 
(Wed.) for “Lady Godiva” (U). Last 
week, $7,500. 

Guild (Green) (500; 65-$1) — 
“Svengali” (M-G). Not strong at 
$2,000 or less; Last week, “Court 


| Martial” (AA) (3d wk), $1,400. 


Harris (Harris) (2,165; 65-$1)— 
“Sister Eileen’ (Col). Bright $11,- 
000 or near looms. “May stay. Last 
week, “Tall Men” (20th) (4th wk), 
$7,000. 

Penn (UA) (3,300; 65-$1) — 
“Quentin Durward” (M-G). Far in 
red at $8,000 or close. Last week, 
“Night of Hunter’ (UA), $7,000 in 
6 days. 

Squirrel Hill (SW) (900; 65-$1)— 
“Gate of Hell” (Indie). Fine $3,300. 
Stays, naturally. Last week, ‘“Di- 


vided Heart” (Indie) (2d wk), 
$2,000. 
Stanley (SW) (3,800; 65-$1) — 


“Rebel Without Cause” (WB) (2d 
wk). Dropping sharply to. slow 
$7,000. Last week, $14,000. 
Warner (SW) (1,365; $1.25-$2.40) 
— “Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) 
(38th wk). Holding to big $12,000, 
practically same as last week. 


BALTIMORE 


(Continued from page 11) 


(RKO) (2d wk). Drab $5,000 after 
$6,500 opener. 

Little (Rappaport) (310; 50-$1)— 
“African “Lion” (BV). Sturdy 
$5,500. Last week, “Man. Who 
Loved Redheads” (UA) (2d wk), 
$2,500. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70) — 
“Lady Godiva” (U). Healthy $6,000. 
Last week, “Man From _ Bitter 
Ridge” (U) and “Cult of Cobra” 
(U), $4,500. 

New (Fruchtman) (1,600; 35-$1) 
—‘‘Desperate Hours” (Par). Strong 
$10,000. Last week, “Tall Men” 
(20th) (4th wk), $5,000. 

Playheuse (Schwaber) (320; 50- 





$1)—‘‘Court Martial’ (Indie) (2d 
wk). Nice $3,500 after $4,000 
opener. 

Stanley (WB) (3,200; 35-$1) — 


“Rebel Without Cause” (WB) (2d 
wk). Mild $7,500 following $14,000 
getaway. 

Town (Rappaport) (1.400; 35-$1) 


—‘White Christmas” (Par) (reis- 
sue). Starts tomorrow (Wed.). 
“Lucy Gallant’ (Par).  Fairish 
$6,000. 





OMAHA 


(Continued from page 10) 


| $4.000. Last week, “Blood Alley” | 


|(WB) and 
(Rep), $4,300. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 70-90) 
—‘Phenix City Story” (AA) and 
| ‘Betrayed Women” (AA). Good 
| $6,000 or over. Last week, “Crash- 
out” (RKO) and “Mad at World” 
(FM), $3,000 for 4 days. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,890: 70- 
90)—“Ulvsses” (Par). Slow $9.000. 
Last week, “Wichita” (AA), $8.500. 


“Headline Hunters” 


State (Goldberg) (860: 70-90)— 
“Lady Godiva” (U) and “Naked 
Dawn” (U). Fair $4,000. Last week. 


“Trial” (M-G) (2d wk), $5,500, 


MINNEAPOLIS 
‘Continued from page 11) 


Red Velvet Swing” (20th), $6,000 
in 6 days. 


| $1)—“Gentlemen Marry Brunettes” 
Ss a yt Opinions not helping. 

airish $9,000. Last week. ‘* ( 
Alley” (WB), $8,500. aliiaates 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 75-$1) 
Has proved one of year's champs, 
/Good $6,000. Last week, $7,000. 
State (Par) (2,300; 85-$1)—“Man 
Pde — (UA). Tall $8,500. Last 
week, “Count Three an -ray”’ 
(Col) $5,000. — 

World (Mann) (400; 75-$1.20) — 
“Ulysses” (Par). Recipient of many 
kind words. Hefty $€000. Last 
week, “I Am Camera” (DCA) (5th 
Wk), $4,000, 





(1,700; 65-$1) —| 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 75- | 


|—To Hell and Back” (U) (4th wk). | 


‘Swing’ Sturdy $11,000, 
L’ville; ‘Alone’ Oke 5G 


Louisville, Nov. 8. 

Takes at the downtown houses 
are moderate this week, nothing 
being in sock category. Mildish 
' weather recently has been ideal 
| for race fans but firstruns were not 
| helped much, Rialto with “Girl in 
Red Velvet Swing” will lead, with 
nice session. ‘Rebel Without 
Cause” at the Mary Anderson is 
average but ‘Man Alone” at the 
Kentucky looks okay. 

Estimates for This Week 





—‘‘Man Alone” (Rep) and “Heaa- 
line Hunters” (Rep). Oke $5,000 or 
over. Last week, “I Am a Camera” 
(DCA) (2d wk), $7,000. 

Mary Anderson (Peoples) (1,000; 
65-85)—-“Rebel Without Cause” 
(WB). Average $6,000 or under. 
Last week; “Illegal” (WB), about 
same. 
| Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3 
| 65-85) —“Girl in Red Velvet Swing 
| (20th). Likely nice $11,000. Last 
week, “Tall Men” (20th) (2d wk), 
ditto. 

State (Loew) (3,000; 50-75)— 
“Queen Bee” (Col) and “Duel On 
Mississippi” (Col). Moderate $7,000. 
Last week, “Quentin Durward” 
(M-G) and “Special Delivery” (Col), 
$8,000. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 10) 


wk). Fast $10,000 after $13,000 
, opener. 
Orpheum ‘Cinerama Theatre 





(3,000; 


” 





Big $24,000 in 14th week ended 
Sunday (6). Last week, $25,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,-) 
207: 70-$1)—‘“Big Knife” (UA). | 
Sharp $12,000. Last week, “Gentle- | 
men Marry Brunettes” (UA) “Good | 
Die Young’ (UA), $9,500 for 8) 
days. | 

Stagedoor (A-R) (400; $1-$1.25) | 
—“‘Summertime” (UA) (4th wk). 
Fine $3,000. Last week, $3,900. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; $1)—“TII- 
licit Interlude” (Indie). Fancy 
$3,600. Last week, “The Bed” (In- | 
die) (3d wk), $2,200. 

Clay (Rosener) (400; $1l)—, 
“Sheep Has Five Legs” (Indie) 
(4th wk). Big $4,500. Last week, 
$4,800. 

Vogue (S. F. Theatres) (377; $1) 


—“Great Adventure” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Trim $3,000. Last week, 
$3,200. 

Bridge (Reade-Schwarz) (396; 


Am Camera” 
Big $2,400. Last 


(397; $1)—“The 
Oke $2,- 


$1.25-$1.50) — “I 
(DCA) (9th wk). 
week, $2.500. 

Rio (Schwarz) 
Witch” (Indie) (3d wk). 
800. Last week, $3,200. 


ST. LOUIS 


(Continued from page 11) 


Delivery” (Col). Fair $11,000. Last 
week, “Sister Eileen” (Col) and “5 
Against House” (Col), $13,000. 
Orpheum (Loew) (1,450; 50-85)— 
“Sister Eileen” (Col) and “5 
Against House” (Col) (m.o.s.). Mild 
$6,000. Last week, “Seminole Up- 
rising’ (Col) and “Apache Am- 
bush’? (Col), $4,500. 
Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 65-85) | 


Calif.) (1,458; $1.75-$2.65)—“Cine- | the Navy so far. is “The Robe.” 
rama Holiday” (Indie) (15th wk).| However, it was shown in 2-D, the 


| get that version from 20th. 


CHARLESTOWN SIEGE FILM 





Columbia Questions Boston 
Officials, Hood’s Family 





Boston, Nov. 8. 

Columbia Pictures officials have 
been in Boston conferring with 
local authorities respecting a film 
on the siege of Charlestown Prison 
in which Teddy Green, now in Al- 
catraz, headed a group of desper- 
ados who held guards as hostages 
for three and a half days last 
January. 

Confabs with Mrs. Helen Green 
, Of Jamaica Plain and he: daugh- 
ter, Toby, 17, who made a dramatic 
plea to her father through barred 
windows of the cellhouse in which 
the convicts were held up, were 
also held. 

If the picture is made here it 
will be the second underworld 
drama based on Boston actuality. 
The other, “Seven Bridges to 
| Cross’”’ was based on the $1,500,000 
| Brinks Express Co. robbery. 
| 


NAVY’S C’SCOPE DEAL 
EMBRACES 38 FILMS 


The U. S. Navy is hoisting the* 
|CinemaSope flag. Deal was con- 
summated last week under which 
the Navy bought 20th-Fox’s entire 
backlog of 38 C’Scope films. Pix 
will be made available in 16m for 
shipboard showing. 

Navy doesn’t expect its ships to} 
be equipped until next March or 
April Only C’Scoper acquired by 











SALEMSON SUES IFE: 
CLAIMS RENEGE BY POE 


Suit seeking $50,000 in damage 
from IFE Releasing Corp. was filed 
in N.Y. Supreme Court last week 
by Harold Salemson, til] Oct. 3 of 
this year exec assistant to E. R 
Zorgniatti, top IFE exec in th, 
US. “ 

Salemson, who had been with 
IFE for two years, said the $50.000 
represent two years of salary and 
an estimate participation in ‘IFE’s 
gross under a contract promised 
him when Seymour Poe took over 
as IFE Releasing exec v.p. 

Action claims that Poe, on taking 
over, told Salesmson a two-yeas 
contract was forthcoming and ‘that 
he would transfer his activities to 
IFE Releasing with the title of 
exec in charge of product. When 
Poe returned from Rome in July 
he informed Salemson he didn't 
have the authority to write such 
a contract. Later, Salemson claims 
Poe made a verbal proposal for a 
one-year contract with modified 
terms. 








20th Blessing 


Continued from page 5 =—— 





Despite the continuing very high 
print costs incurred by 20th, al- 
most the same proportion holds 


‘true for the company’s more re- 


cent releases, not taking a coup!e 
of resounding clinkers. “Untamed.” 
for instance, cost $3,600,000 and, 





Navy being the only customer to 


An Army deal for 20th’s | 
C’Scope films is in effect, but! 
doesn’t cover the entire backlog. | 


Twin City RKO Houses 
Opening ‘Dolls’ Dec. 23 


Minneapolis, Nov. 8. 

Minneapolis and St. Paul RKO 
Orpheums have booked Metro-re- 
leased ‘Guys and Dolls.” Picture 
opens at both houses Dec. 3. 

Rare that these theatres ever 
play a Metro film which have 
been going to United Paramount 
theatres and occasionally to the in- 
dependent World and Gopher. 

No decision yet as to the “Guys 
and Dolls” admission scale. 


Goldwyn Tom-Tom Trek 


Chicago, Nov. 8. 

Producer Sam Goldwyn, Marlon 
Brando, Jean Simmons and Vivian 
Blaine arrived in Chicago today 
(Tues.) to be on hand for the open- 
ing Thursday night (1) of Gold- 
wyn’s “Guys and Dolls” at the 
Chicago Theatre. 

A “gala’’ opening is in the works. 
with top local deejay Howard 
Miller broadcasting opening night 
hubbub from the Chicago Theatre 
lobby on WBBM for a half-hour. 

















Yugoslav Upbeat 





51-90)—“I Am Camera” (DCA) (3d 
wk). Good $2,000 after $2,500 in 
| week ahead. 

Richmond (St. L. Amus.) (400; 
$1.10)—“I Am Camera” (DCA) (3d 
wk). Big $2,500 after $3,000 in 
second round. 

St. Louis (St. L. Amus.) (4,000; 
51-90)—“‘Ulysses” (Par) and “Girl 
| Rush” (Par). Neat $14,000. Last 
| week, “Girl In Red Velvet Swing” 
(20th), $8,000. 

Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; 
$1.10)—“The Bed” (Indie) (2d wk). 
| Good $2,000 after $2,500 initial 
| frame. 








Loew’s Overseas Hands 
To Hollywood Feb. 5 


| Sales and publicity personnel 

from all of Loew’s overseas out- 
| lets will wing to the Coast for a 
| “World-Wide Hollywood Confer- 

ence” (so billed by Loew’s Inter- 
| national president Arthur M. 
during the week of next 
| Feb. 5. Loew and Metro production 
| chief Dore Schary will co-host. 

Reps of 58 countries will sit in 
at the conclave, which Loew terms 
the first of its kind in scope. Dele- 
| gates will see 12 new M-G pictures, 
parts of others not yet completed, 
| and thereupon participate in dis- 
cussions of the sales and promo- 
tion campaigns. 

The junket will provide many of 
the distribution and ad-pub man- 
agers in foreign lands with their 
first on-the-spot glimpse of the 
' Studio and its people at work. It’s 
| figured this should inspire some 
new ideas on how films might be 
fashioned for marketing around 
ithe world, 


| Loew) 


| 
| 


| tian Wedding), a Yugo-German co- 








=——_—__-, Continued from page 4 


| another one going up near Zagreb. 
|“The government is sinking bil- 

lions of dinars into the film indus- 
| try there,” he related. “Produc- 
| tion is subsidized, of course. The 
| government recoups from a pic- 
| ture’s profits.” 

Kaufman declared he had con- 
tracted to purchase American 
sound equipment for the Belgrade 
and Zagreb studios, with the gov- 
ernment willing to spend around 
$700,000 on the equipment. The 
Zagreb stages promise to be the 
most modern bar none, he stated. 
The Belgrade lot is now using Ger- 
man and Swedish sound units. 

* Yugoslavia is very short on the- 
| atres, Kaufman found. “Inevitably, 
| you see long lines waiting to see a 


film,” he said. “The government 
has a difficult time deciding 
whether to renovate the old 


houses or build new ones.” 

While in Belgrade, Kaufman as- 
sembled a small staff to prepare 
his pix for the U. S., i.e., title 
them and do some narration dub- 
bing. 

There {is less censorship and 
government control then one might 
suspect, Kaufman reported. He 
cited the example of the picture 
|“Dalmatinische Hochzeit” (Dalma- 








production. Film was made in 
Yugoslavia but, on completion, was 
banned due to its theme involving 
some Yugoslav aristocrats impover- 
ished by the Yugo revolution who 
Sit around a port hatching plans 
to fleece an American expected on 
|his yacht. Film was quite success- 
ful in. Germany, 








via| a conservative estimate, 
breaks even at $5,400,000. Its do- 
| mestic expectation is no higher 


i than $2,500,000 but it may make 


up the difference abroad. Worst 
on 20th’s list is “Prince of Play- 
ers,” which cost $1,500,000 and 
should break even at $2,300,000 or 
thereabouts. Pic won’t do more 
than around $650,000 domestic and 
its foreign prospects aren’t good 
either. 

Four instances where 20th fea- 
tures are expected to gross more 
abroad than domestic include “The 
Egyptian,” which cost $4,000,000, 
will take about $4,250,000 domestic 
and a little over $5,000,000 for- 
eign: “Three Coins in the Foun- 
tain,” costing $1,700,000, which 
will do $7,000,000 foreign against 
$5,000,000 domestic; “King of the 
Khyber Rifles” (cost $2,000,000), 
with a prospect of $2,700,000 do- 
mestic and $3,500,000 foreign, and 
“Twelve Mile Reef,” which cost 
$1,500,000, and will bring 20th 
$3,300,000 domestic and $3,500,000 
foreign. “The Racers” also shapes 
--" stronger abroad than in the 

Reverse is true of ‘“‘There’s No 
Business Like Show Business,” 
brought in at a negative cost of 
$4,300,000 and needing $6,500,000 
to break even. It’ll do $5,000,000 
domestic but, being a musical and 
hard to sell abroad, its foreign 
gross likely will go no higher than 
$2,000,000. 

Among the more recent releases, 
which haven’t been exhibited 
abroad as yet, 20th looks for a do- 
mestic gross of $6,000,000 on “The 
Seven Year Itch,” $4,000.00 oa 
“Left Hand of God,” ‘$4,500,000 
on “A Man Called Peter,” $6,000,- 
000 on “The Tall Men” and $4,000,- 
000 on “Love Is a Many Splen- 
dored Thing.” 

Lesser C’Scopers also are hold- 
ing up. “Violent Saturday,” for in- 
stance, which cost $950,000, will 
gross $1,400,000 domestic and al- 
ready has taken in $1,100,000. 
“White Feather” is expected to 
garner $1,800,000 in_ billings. 
“Woman’s World,” one of the more 
important widescreen releases, will 
hit close to $3,000,000 domestic 
and, having cost $2,000,000, also 
will recoup in the local market. 
Same is true of “Garden of Evil” 
with a domestic gross expectation 
of $3,400,000. (It cost $2,500,000). 
“Carmen Jones” will end up with 
$2,800,000 on a current gross of 
$2,200,000. 

Two pix—‘Night People” and 
“Hell and High Water’—are going 
to have rough sledding abroad due 
to their anti-Red angle. “Hell” 
will take in $3,000,000 domestically 
and “Night People” $2,200,000. 


| New York Theatre | 


p= RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL— 


Rockefeller Center 


“THE TENDER TRAP” 


in Cine. an starri 
FRANK SINATRA « DEBBIE REYNOLDS 
DAVIO WAYNE « CELESTE HOLM 


AN M-G-M PICTURE 
ond SPECTACBLAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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TELEP’S PUSHBUTTON NETWORK 


Tex's Divided Loyalties 


Whatever sensitivities were inv 
nel 5” change of address for Tex 
radio’ in the NBC-RCA family, 
intensified twofold as result of 


olved in the “Channel 4 to Chan- 
McCrary, iongtime (and still via 
they are believed to have been 
the Emerson Radio sponsorship 


identification with McCrary’s new tv show via WABD, N. Y. 


Both McCrary and his wife, 


Jinx Falbenburg (whose “Jinx’s 


Diary” continues as an afternoon feature on WRCA-TV as distinct 
from the duo’s late night radio show on the NBC station from the 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y.), have for years practically been syn- 


onymous with the NBC call lett 


ers. The McCrary switchover to 


the DuMont o&o station thus occasioned some surprise. But the 

revelation last week that McCrary is now selling Emerson Radios 

provoked even greater astonishment in some quarters. 
Understood McCrary’s decision to move to WABD as result of 


overtures made by station mana 


ger Ted Cott stems from tailure 


of NBC brass to give him a network tv slotting. 








*0-Hour Work Week as NABET's 


Answer to Automation in Radio-TV? 


San Francisco, Nov. 8 + 


Cliford F. Rothery, NABET in- 
ternational president, 
fired what may be radio-tv unions’ 
opening shot in a campaign for 
shorter hours with a demand for 
a 30-hour work week. 

Rothery, who works for ABC’s 
Frisco outlet, KGO, wrote in the 
C1O union’s house organ, NABET 
News, that “automation” is being 
applied without regard for the hu- 
man element in the radio-tv in- 
dustry. Automation, said Rothery, 
will “sterilize by mechanization” 
the public’s major source of enter- 
tainment. 


He claimed ‘pushbutton  con- 
trol” was rapidly displacing radio- 
tv engineers and particularly at- 
tacked “audio tape.” 

The 30-hour week with no pay 
cut was one of several suggestions 
Rothery advanced for applying 
technical developments ‘‘within a 
framework of economic policies 
that are morally right and socially 
responsible.” 

He also proposed: 


1) Joint consultation with man- 
agement to protect radio-ttv em- 
ployees and the public interest; 


2) A planned industry program | Cash has been named as producer- 


for absorption of union radio work- 
ers into the growing tv field; 

3) Earlier retirement on com- 
pany-financed pensions because of 
the “exhausting” tempo of radio- 
tv operation. 

“Radio-tv is a profits-rich indus- 
try,” said Rothery, “and can well 
aiford to share the economic gains 
of technological development with 
the employees in the form of im- 
proved standards and with the 
public in the form of higher qual- 
ity entertainment.” 

He noted that “a free govern- 
ment airwaves: franchise and an 
investment of a few hundred thou- 
sand dollars soon mushroom into 
a radio or ty station asset worth 
millions.” He pointed out that 
Frisco’s KPLX was sold to Westing- 
house last year for $7,500,000. 


AM-TV Directors 
Map New Demand 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 

Hollywood membership of Radio- 
TV Directors Guild, including 
three major Guild categories—di- 
rectors, associate directors and 
stage managers— will hold a series 
of meetings throughout this month 
to formulate demands for upcom- 
ing network negotiations. 





Approximately 12 meets are 
Scheduled to get membership 
thinking on tentative demands 


threshed out at prelim talks held 
in Chi and N. Y. last month among 
union toppers. National RTDG 
board will meet in N. Y. in Decem- 


ber, With local prexies and other 
officers, to set final details for 
talks with nets. Pacts with nets 


rg next March, but Guild hopes 
0 


ay and would like new contracts 
Seiiled before expiration. date, 


last week ! 


have demands ready by Janu- | 





' ee 9 ‘ 7 ’ 
Dixie’s ‘Rose Circus 
Amstrong Nurseries, of Los An- 
geles, has taken 60 Dixie stations 
{on CBS Radio to pitch its ‘‘Rose 
| Circus” for four weeks. 
Show started Saturday (5), 


NBC, State Dept. 
Negotiate Deal 
For Film Shows 


NBC-TV is now doing business 
with the State Dept. (via the Voice 
of America). Net work has nego- 
titated a deal whereby it will lend 
its facilities and personnel in the 
turning out of six V of A television 
programs on film for showing 


' 
' 
| 





jabroad, with BBC-TV as the ini- 





tial target. 


| Series is titled “Report from 
|America” and the first program 
will deal with automation. Don 


| director of the series; Joseph C. 


Harsch, NBC commentator, will 


| 
! 
| (Continued on page 37) 





WILL LINK ALL 


An electronic pushbutton 
work unique in the realm of com- 
munications designed to keep pace 


with the “show biz in a hurry” that | 
characterizes the broadcasting in- | 
dustry will be launched by Tele- 
as a $5,000,000 | 


PrompTer Corp. 
enterprise. 
Project, which will have its ini- 


tial industry demonstration within | 


the next six months for 


cal conventions, has 


agencies, station reps, talent agen- 
cies, film producers and _ allied 
facets of the broadcast industry. 

So widespread are the 
cations of projected 
network that it will reduce the 
time element to permit for almost 
instantaneous ontact in connect- 
ing every possible link within the 
broadcasting industry. 

In its proposed plan to eventual- 
ly link 500 cities (initially 250) 


through the establishment of five | 


major switching centers, it will 
allow for a rating within minutes 
after a show is off the air. Through 
the push button interconnection of 
stations and cities, disk jockeys will 


be able to deliver the top tune 
from any given spot “while you 
wait.” 


As projected by Irving B. Kahn 
(ex-20th-Fox), who is TeleP’s 
board chairman, and M. J. Schlafy, 
Jr., v.p. in charge of engineering 
who fathered the idea “because 
the most modern communications 
medium in the world has the most 
obsolete inter-communication sys- 
tem,” a network that now spends 
eight hours by phone and telegraph 
to get a 70-station time clearance 
will be able to wrap it up in 15 
minutes, “and at reduced cost.” 

The network represents a con- 
siderable departure in operation 
for TelePrompTer, until now more 
concerned with its visual prompt- 
ing aids for performers or others 
using television or making public 
addresses. 


Lines will be leased from West- | 


(Continued on page 38) 


net- | 


official , 
launching soon after the '56 politi- | 
already re- | 
ceived the blessing of the FCC as | 
a common carrier designed for ex- | 
clusive use of networks, stations, | 





Gregory's ‘Banjo,’ ‘Lincoln’ Specs 





| TV Justa 1-Nite Stand 
Hollywood, Nov. 8. 
Paul Gregory's plunge into 
; tv spectaculars represents a 
| logical continuation of what 
he has been doing, the pro- 
| ducer feels. 

“T’'ve been in one-nighter biz 
| for years,” he explains, “ever 
| since I started 
Laughton reading tours. And 
as far as I am concerned, tv 
is simply the biggest one-night 
stand in the country.” 


the Charles 








Middle-of-Road- 
Faction Seeks To 


ramifi- | 
pushbutton | 


Election of the New York local 
board of the American Federation 
,of Television’ & Radio Artists on 
| Nov. 29 shapes up as one of the 
| hottest campaigns in years, wilh 
future reverberations on the na- 
| tional level as one of the possible 





: As ‘Teaser’ for Legit Versions 


B'GASTING FACETS 


+ Hollywood, Nov. 8. 


Television is an enticing shop 


| window for every industry in the 


, country—except showbiz. 


And un- 


} til the entertainment field properly 


utilizes the medium, tv will con- 

tinue to harm rather than help. 
That’s the conclusion reached by 

Paul Gregory, who is all set to 


| test his theories by careful use of 


three CBS-TV spectaculars as sales 


|agents for some of his upcoming 
| properties. 


“The important thing,” Gregory 


| emphasizes, “is that television must 


| sion ; 
ontro Gregory é 
treatment for two otber properties, 


| results. Fusing the impending clash | 


iis the formation of a new “middle- 
| of-the-road” faction, to be known 
| as the Independents, which seeks 
to gain control of the N. Y. local 
,and expand on a national level, at 
| the same time shunning extremists 
|from both right and left. 
' As ot now, the new 
| group will seek to unseat the pres- 


lent N. Y. local board, which is | 


| generally identified as a “right- 
| wing” faction. But complications 
| are already presenting themselves, 
|with left-wingers at the union al 
j;ready seeking to “infiltrate” the 
|new moderate group. 
cording to Luis Van Rooten, one 
of the organizers of the Independ- 
ents, these efforts have been re- 
sisted. : 
Independents, who have until to- 
(Continued on page 37) 


moderate’ 
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| format 


So far, ac- | 


‘tion of the 


entertain. But the proper formula 
deliver enterinitiment that 
Will not only satisfy at home but 
create a desire for more of the 
same in a theatre.” 


is to 


Producer has already had one in- 
dication that he’s on the right 
track; the smash local business 
racked up by “Three for Tonight,” 
even after the show had been cap- 
sulized on a coast to coast televi- 

show With this in mind, 


is planning a= similar 


“The Big Banjo” and “The Day 
‘Lincoln Was Shot.” 

Gregory's deal for three spec- 
taculars will teeolf with “The 


Caine Mutiny Court Martial,” from 
which he has already reaped a 
huge harvest in legit presentation, 
!*Banjo” and “Lincoln” are prop- 
erties he purchased originally fer 


presentation along the seit-built 
new Chautauqua Circuit which 
waxed fat on “Caine,” “John 


Brown's Body” and “Don Juan in 
Hell.” 

“We have already worked out a 

for these shows,” Gregory 
explains, “which will result in good 
shows for home consumption. But 
we won't be giving away the en- 
tire property. In fact, we're con- 
-vinced that what will be telecast 
will stimulate ticket buyers so that 
when the shows come to their re- 
; spective towns they will want to 
| see them.” 
' After the tv shows, Gregory will 
ij launch the legit versions of “Ban- 
jo” and “Lincoln” and go ahead 
with plans for the filming of “The 
Naked and the Dead,” now slated 
| for June production. 

“Banjo,” a story of the minstrel 
| days, will be a departure from his 
| previous platform presentations in 
ithat it will employ a big cast and 
'be produced in the manner of a 

Broadway musical. “Lincoln” will 

(Continued on page 34) 





‘Break the Back’ 
For Bert Parks 


Upcoming four weeks will be 
rough going for Bert Parks, who 
will be covering plenty of mileage 
on behalf of his Dodge client in 
shuttling between N. Y. and L. A. 


In addition to his regular Wed- 
nesday night “Break the Bank” 
ABC-TV entry, which has a 


Gotham origination, Parks, as 
Dodge's ambassador - of - goodwill, 
will also represent the sponsor on 


ithe Saturday night Lawrence Welk 


program which comes out of the 
Coast on the same network. Parks’ 
double-spread will be for the dura- 
contest on the Welk 
show in which the car company 
awards winners a new Dodge every 
year for the rest of their lives, 


Steve Allen & ‘Tonight’ 
In Quickie Madrid Hop 


Steve Allen and his NBC-TV 
“Tonight” cast will do one of the 
fastest overseas quickies on record 
some time next January. Troupe 
are skedded to sky out for Madrid 
right after their Friday-Saturday 
show ending at 1 a.m. and will shoot 
film in the Spanish capital Satur- 
day and part of Sunday. There 
may be a side trip of a couple o} 
hours in Paris. 

Celluloid will be developed Sun- 
day en route over the Atlantic lor 
showing on the Monday stanza. 


a 


a 
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NBC’S POT 0’ GOLD ($12,000,000) 
TO PUSH TV’S OPERATION RAINBOW 





NBC. which by itself and through 
parent RCA, figures it has the big- 
gest stake in “somewhere over the 
rainbow,” said last week that it was 
earmarking $12,000,000 for color 
expansion on three fronts—Chi- 
cago, Hollywod and New York. Of 
that, the web’s Burbank studios on 
the Coast will get half, with Chi’s 
allocation being $1.250,000 and 
N. Y.’s $4,750,000. NBC at first 
broke down the expenditures for 
each area, but then asked that the | 
specific data be wtihheld, but with- 
out explanation. 

Announcement of the huge out- 
Jay for tint followed by only a 
couple of days the word that 
WNBQ, the owned outlet in Chi, 
would become tv first all-color city. 

In the statement re the invest- 


transfer pending outcome of 
the proceedings. 

The Commission made WGR- 
TV a party to the proceedings 
and placed on it the burden of 
proving that the transfer is 
against the public interest. 
WGR-TV will. lose its NBC af- 


ment, exec v.p. Robert Sarnoff filiation if the transfer takes 
took time out to remark about effect and will shift to ABC 
RCA-NBC rivals, declaring that when its NBC contract expires 
“even if others in the broadcasting in August. But it has no as- 


surance of keeping ABC which 
has agreed to give its affilia- 
tion to WKBW if it,.wins the 
three-way contest for channel 
7. The CBS affiliation in Buf- 
falo is with WBEN-TV (Buf- 
falo Evening News). 


$71,000,000 Seen 
As Ist Year Take 
On London Adv. 


and receiver-manufacturing indus- 
tries continue to mark time, RCA 
and NBC intend moving ahead 
with a program that adds substan- 
tially to the more than $65,000,000 
we have spent in pioneering and 
developing compatible color televi- 
sion and in creating a substantial 
color broadcasting service.” Color 
service in question looks toward 
40 hours of programming monthly 
by next autumn. 

Among construction work in the 
program will be: A _ second tint 
studio (about 50 acres) in Burbank; 
second studio adjacent to the net- 
work’s Brooklyn arena; conversion 
of the Ziegfeld Theatre, N. Y., re- 
cently leased trom Billy Rose, into 
a color house, similar to the 
Colonial; an office building on the 











Coast’s Color City; conversion of Leeds, Eng., Nov. 

all black & white facilities at| British advertisers, in the ies 
WNBQ-Chi. and construction of |three weeks of commercial tv, 
added facilities; plus other large 


‘ : spent $1,200,000 in return for 700 
construction - conversion on the| adi hi ; ied 440 
Coast and elsewhere, including the ‘betommnedieiann . . ™ ‘ ch ee 4 
addition of four color chains to the , Minutes of viewing time. If spend- | 
six in existence, of which four are ing continues at the same rate, ad. | 
in the east, and two in Hollywood. | vertisers will spend on the London 
Station alone about $21,000,000 in 
| the first year. 

This assessment was made by 
| Robert Barr, tv directcr of Charles 





Chi Rides High 
Chicago, Nov. 8. | 
As anticipated, it was the RCA-! 


NBC family that struck the first | 
“Chicago, we still love ya” note | F- Higham Ltd., speaking to the 


with a demonstration of electronic | Longe Publicity Club. 
showmanship last week obviously | ‘It has all been done as a matter 


designed to cash some corporate of faith by the advertisers and 
goodwill in a city where com- | determination by those who believe 
plaints of being left out of the |in commercial tv,” he said. 


radio-tv bigleague have been on| “The advertisers feel they won't 
the upbeat. The first-time novelty 
of a two-city closed-wire tinted tv 
tete-a-tete between the Chi and 


‘Continued on page 38) 


yet, but they believe they are get- 
iting a new audience. They are 
getting into homes, and there is no 
| resistance. Also, many of the pro- 


grams are being talked about.” 
MCA’s ‘Gotta Keep Stars aavertising agencies. said Barr, 
Happy’ So ‘GE Theatre’ te wee Gee ee | 
Gets Coast Origination * - Niel were getting a new audi- 


In repeating the N. Y.-to-Holly- ! 








get a return for their money just | 


worth encouraging. The advertisers | 


ties and who henceforth will de- 7:30 


Jack Benny 





Husband” (Rex Harrison, et al.), 
in as a Sunday spectacular. It 
the first segment, when Jack 


Resent Detroit's 


Sluff on Car Com 


Hardest blow to network radio 
pride and pocketbook has been the 
relative indifference shown it by 
the automobile manufacturers who 
are buying space and time else- 
where at the greatest clip in their 
history. The Detroit sales staffs, 


Film Festival” 


SO tar. 
average. 

Perry Como dropped back in 
hour, little 


but by more than 


Constant Husband 


had a nearly seven-point spread; 


my 


The Weekend Trendex 


The major tv rivalry as it shaped on the 15-city Trendex score- 
board over the weekend (Nov. 5-6): 


SATURDAY 
CBS NBC ABC 
7:30 Beat Clock Big er eae Ozark Jubilee 
° 21.5 15. 3.8 
Buff — Slated Tooke to Boston 8:00 Stage Show Perry Como Ozark Jubilee 
NBC’s ae Een. Saud Boston, Nov. 8. 15.5 24.7 “ ' 
and operated UHF station in Franklin A. Tooke, former gen- 8:30 J. Gleason Perry Como Ozark Jubilee 
Buffalo ran into something of eral manager of KYW, Philadel- 28.4 21.6 5.7 
a snag last week when the | Phia, becomes general manager of 9:00 2 For Money Great Waltz Spec Lawrence Welk 
FCC scheduled hearings to be- WBZ-TV, Boston, next Monday 21.0 19.6 13.6 
gin Dec. 19 on the protest of | (14). Don H, McGannon, v.p. of 9:30 Always Jan Great Waltz Lawrence Welk 
WGR-TV to Commission ac- ee Broadcasting Co., 12.0 22.9 16.5 
tion of six weeks ago in ap- as revealed. 
proving the canes, Mince. Tooke succeeds W. C. Swartley | 10:00 ey ca ane fore 
the agency postponed a deci- who recently was advanced to the : 
sion on a request to stay the position of V.p. for Boston activi- SUNDAY 


Famous Films 


vote his full time to this new man- 26.9 15.9 10.3 
agement position. 8:00 Ld Sullivan Constant Husband Famous Films 
34.2 12.7 
” 8:30 Ed Sullivan Constant Husband Famous Films 
adio Networks =i a 


There were two prime developments in the weekend tallies, 
Major one was the drubbing taken by NBC's costly “Constant 


the British (Korda) colorpic sent 
could do no better than 15.9 in 
Benny was amassing 26.9. Ed 


Sullivan’s 35.5 for the next hour murdered “Husband,” whose 
average was 12.6 for 8 to 9 and 13.7 for the 90 minutes, 
CBS scored 32.6 for the hour and a half. Even ABC’s 


while 
“Famous 


(first part of “Caesar & Cleopatra”), at a probable 
cost for the segment of around $18,000, had one of its best marks 
with clusters between 8-plus and 10-plus to score a 9.4 


relation to Jackie Gleason, who 
Como still leads on the full 
one point, result of clobbering 


“Stage Show.” Como average, 23.2; CBS’ pair, 22. 





which are hardly earning their 





keep on year-round billings, were 
particularly dismayed when the 
auto makers bypassed them in 
pushing the °56 car lines. 
Two weeks ago, if it weren’t for 
a few thousand dollars Buick 
sprinkled lightly among the four 
networks on special introductory 
deals, they would have drawn «a: 
compiete blank on the new car ad- 
vertising push. At the time NBC 
and Mutual reportedly grossed 
roughly $30,000. apiece via Buick. 
And after having opened a De- 
troit office last spring for the first 
time, needless to say Mutual isn’t 
overjoyed with its only recent De- 
troit account. On CBS and ABC, 
as with the other webs, Buick 
bought some time too, but at an 
amount generally conceded to be 
quite small. ABC admitted a gross 
of $3,500 for a one-night Buick 
stand. 
On the surface things looked a 
little better for the radio webs 
when Studebaker inked with ABC 
and NBC last week. ABC drew 
about: $22,000 in gross business for 
its nighttime “new sound” pattern, 
and NBC grossed some $100,000. 
While Stude’s $122,000 looks 
| good on paper, very little stock is 
'put in radio network gross billing 
| figures. Therefore, when those 
“for publication” receipts are 
‘finally boiled down to size they 
amount to a great deal less. 
| However, the whole Stude affair An 
is academic now. 
| backed out of both its network con- | television programs began _ Sat- 


tracts because of labor and produc-|Urday (5) with first half-hour 
(Continued on page 36) | dramatization of ‘‘Mr. Muldoon’s 


Hall of Fame” a tribute -to this 





bi ‘ bt ? 
Avco Likes ‘Hayride 
Chicago, Nov. 8. 
NBC-TV is apparently sticking 
with “Midwestern Hayride” as an 
interim filler in the Wednesday 
night 9:30 (CST) spot. 
Aveo has signed for another 13- 
week cycle, alternating with White- 
hall Pharmacal, on the barndancer 
which emanates from WLW-T, Cin- 
cinnati, the firm’s Crosley station. 


Cleve’s ‘Muldoon’ 
Salute to Welfare 
Orgs a Pacesetter 


Cleveland, Nov. 8. 
ambitious WTAM-WNBK 











| 





wood mid-season migration of 
“General Electric Theatre” for the 
second year, the sponsor, agency 
BBDO and producer MCA prove 
they are willing to go to great 
lengths to keep their stars happy. 





RCA’s Colorful Week 


| area's public welfare agency op- 
erations. 

Employing one of the largest 
'easts of players to participate in 
| local television, the show repre- 
| sents two years of planning by the 
| Welfare Federation. 








All key crew members on the CBS- | 
TV show departed N. Y. directly; Last week’s major developments 
after the Sunday ‘6) night tele-| girectly or indirectly affecting tel- 
cast in order to set up for produc-|..... : 
tion of eight stanzas from the evision could have been 
Coast between Nov. 27 and Feb. 12.| “The Electronics Industry Vs. 
GE appears contractually obligat- | RCA.” Every important announce- 
ed to let Ronald Reagan, host of | ment from, or “inside” tip on, 
the program and sometimes per-| Various companies seemed to have 
former, “roost home” in California | RCA in mind. It might have been 
during the Xmas period and there-| Sheer coincidence, of course, but | 
abouts. He’s away from his fam-;| there were too many of these dis- 
ily most of the year, because of the 
regular program appearances and 
his role as GE's travelling “good- 
will ambassador” among its plants, 
sales offices, conventions, etc. The | 


span of 48 to 72 hours to allow 
such “coincidence” to pass unno- 
ticed without a link-up. 

Last week, on Oct. 


Holivwood two months affords him Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff and 
the demanded respite. Frank M. Folsom, board chairman 

The stanza’s name guests are and president of RCA, sent out a 
Often from Hollywood pic ranks. letter to stockholders announcing 
And for the same reason Reagen, @ $100,000,000 debenture issue, 
wants to go home around Xmas,} With shareholders entitled to buy 
MCA is disinclined to face “star | in at the rate of one debenture for | 
reluctance” at such a time. ,each 14 shares held. RCA’s letter 

Program consists of 26 live 30-, Went out the day before an an-'| 


minuters and 13 films. Mort Abra- 
hams, its producer, makes sure he 
has enough time to make the trans 
continental shift by inserting two 


nouncement by NBC that Sarnoff, 
doubling as board topper of the 
network, would be the star attrac- 
tion of the first press conference 


filmed stanzas before the Noy. 27. in color over a closed circuit. This 
live airing and twe more between! was held Thursday (3) at NBC's 
the last Hollywood production and Colonial Theatre (color studio) in 
the next one in N. Y. t New York linking the latter with 


headed | 


| closures crowded into a maximum | 


31 (Monday), | 


At the same time, Lloyd Yoder, 
general manager WTAM-WNBK, 
announced at least two more tv} 
offerings and at least three radio 
programs to augment the overall 
public service series for his out- 


the Chicago press corps and dis- | 
/closing that WNBQ, the web's | 
owned & operated station in the | 
midwestern metropolis, would be- 
come the first all-color outlet start- 
ing next spring. It was character- Cake 
— 2 2 st WNBK also has donated a com- | 
las a transmission gimmick, the | plete full-hour Saturday film pro- | 
| | second (Chi) to come : | gram for sponsorship by a differ- 
eo Oe ent charity or civic organization. 
The “Versus RCA” .pitch—or at | 4 . 


— ; go. “1! Instead of commercials, 
east so it seemed—was a VARIETY | agencies, etc., 


will plug their of- 


Current 


Shower of Stars include film spots and guests, 


i “Folding of its 


in a sort oc will | 
Tints” envisaged 


report declaring CBS was “seri- | ferings 
ously contemplating” a walkaway | “Upcoming is a repeat of last 
from color tv entirely with excep-| year’s successful traffic series, 
tion of contracted series such a3| moderated by Ed Wallace, that 
the Ford Star _ Jubilee and | spotlighted the area’s traffic needs | 
Chrysler’s  every-fourth-Thursday | and ailments. 
: ai run for 13 weeks. 

to take effect within a month. | On the radio side, a 15-minute 

The CBS frown on color was: Friday ‘Veterans’ Question Box” 
followed that very morning by a/and a _ half-hour weekly “Press 
New York Times story (by film! Club Presents,” the latter featur- 
'critic Bosley Crowther, and ap-/ing a panel of newsmen from the! 
parently “planted” as an exclusive) | Press Club questioning top area 
declaring that the giant E. 1.| names, Thursday, 9:05, have al- 
duPont company had perfected a | ready ‘been scheduled and on the! 
cost-saving and time-saving syn-| future docket are additional sa- 
thetic material aimed to help mo-| lutes to colleges in Northern Ohio 
tion picture monochrome and as well as a series of Christmas 
j (Continued on page 37) j (Continued on page 38) 


Automaker just | Public service series of radio and | 


welfare | 


series, to} 


Why NBC Treasures Chicago: 1955 
TV Billings to Top $50,000,000 


By FARRELL DAVISSON 


Chicago, Nov. 8. 

| In all the provincial wordage 
, unleashed about Chicago’s lowly 
|niche on the networks’ program- 
ming totem pole, one basic point 
is frequently overlooked. That’s 
the Windy City’s centerstage im- 
portance as a network sales centre 
with its hometown and surround- 
ing midwest territorial concentra- 
tion of bigtime, big chip advertis- 
ers. 

Take NBC-TV’'s Chi sales arm as 
an example where the top post oc- 
cupied by Edward R. Hitz carries 
vice-presidency ranking, largely 
because of Hitz’s own track record 
with the network but also as a 
prestige salute to the central divi- 
sion clientele. So far this year Hitz 
and his nine-man staff have fun- 
neled somewhat over $50,000,000 
‘into the NBC-TV coffers. Figure 
, represents nearly a 25% increase 
; over last year. 

It’s understood the rate of sales 
growth out of the central balliwick 
| has more than kept pace with the 
overall NBC-TV sales acceleration 
|as a dollar sign testimony of the 
(Continued on page 38) 


Medicos Plan 22 TV 
Closed-Circuit Color 
Skows for Hub Meet 


Boston, Nov. 8. 

Closed circuit eolor television 
will play a big part at the clini- 
'cal session of the American Medi- 
| cal Assn. convention in the Hub at 
| Mechanics Hall, Nov. 29 through 
|Deec. 2. More than 4,000 medicos 
| Will be in attendance. 

Dr. Alexander Marble of Boston 
| will be in charge of the medical 
| color tv program which runs con- 
; tinuously through the four days. 
Actual operations in color will be 
| transmitted from Deaconess Hos- 
the Hub to Symphony 








| pital in 
| Hall. 
Equipment is being installed at 
Deaconess, Symphony Hall and 
other hospitals where “pickups” 
|of surgery in process will be trans- 


|mitted to Deaconess and out again 
ito the hall. 

| Clinies at various Hub hospitals 
| will also be televised to the assem- 
|bled doctors in Symphony Hall. 
| Total of 22 different tv programs 
| hav e been arranged, ranging from 
diagnostic evaluations to actual 
{surgery. It will mark the heaviest 
|use of the tv medium of any medi- 
cal gathering. 


Assisting Dr. Marble on the tv 


arrangements are Dr. Kenneth W. 
Warren of Boston and Dr. C. Ca- 
ivell Bailey of Brookline, Mass. 
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ABC-TV 1-YEAR-AHEAD GLEAM 


‘You Can't Kill UHF’: Hyde 


Des Moines, Nov. 8. 


FCC Comr: Rosel Hyde warned broadcasters here tonight (Tues.) 
that if the FCC kills UHF, “the inexorable result will be the fos- 


tering and growth of monopoly.” 


Addressing the National Assn. 


of Radio-[TV Broadcasters regional meeting here, Hyde declared 
that if the ceiling on television expansion which the majority of 
the FCC appears about to vote limits the number of stations and 
networks, “you members of the radio and tv industry who have 
been so used to freedom and to open competition . .. had best 
become prepared to live within the field of tight and strict Gov- 


ernment regulation.” 


Hyde said that despite the “tremendous” advances of television 
in the last few years, “‘we are today merely at the threshhold of 
the future.” Hyde declared he cannot agree with analyses based 
on today’s known factors and that the industry must be limited 


in its potential. He pointed out 


that just as radio broadcasting 


has developed beyond anybody’s wildest imagination, so television 


has the same prospects. 


Hyde called for new FCC proceedings at which all the various 
proposals which have been offered informally as well as formally 
should be presented. These would include such problems as de- 


intermixture, the effect of VHF 


drop-ins on existing UHF, the 


needs of networks, low-power V’s, directional antennas and real- 


location. He declared that more 


time would be saved by these 


proceedings in the long run than if the course which the majority 
of the Commission seems to be following is voted. 








Edelman to TV Writers: ‘You 
Gotta Dig, Dig, Dis’ for Quality 





Television is due for an upgrad-+ 
ing in program quality within the 
next year, due to an increasingly 
high standard of public tastes. 
That’s the opinion of Louis F. 
Edelman, vet motion picture pro- 
ducer currently in New York look- 
ing for new material for the 
Dannye Thomas-starring “Make 
Room for Daddy” series which he 
produces on ABC-TV. “Next year 
we won't be able to put on some 
of the same programs that were onf 
the network a year ago,” Edelman 
states. 

Part of the reason for the grow- 
ing standards of taste by the pub- 
lic ig the existence of television 
itself, which has refined public 
tastes. Moreover, “every medium 
tends to find its own level,” states 
Edelman, “and television is no ex- 
ception.” Edelman believes the 
upbeat in quality will come main- 
ly in better writing. Television 
writers will have to do “a little 
more digging” and rely on their 
“integrity.” This digging, Edel- 
man explains, consists of looking 
deeper into their stories for hon- 
est motivations and emotions, for 
Situations closer to life and to 
people. 

As an example, he points up 


(Continued on page 38) 


It’s Hi Ho Silvers 
& A Rin Tin Tin For 
TV Turkey Day Parade 


The dramatis personae has un- 
dergone a change for the Thanks- 
giving Eve parade to be staged by 
Bamberger’s Department Store in | 
Newark, N. J., and which will be | 
sponsored on CBS-TV network by 
General Electric. It won't be} 
Marilyn Monroe and Red Skelton | 
after all as the co-grand marshalls. 

Instead there will be an all-star 
CBS cast heading the procession, 
led by Phil Silvers and Rin Tin 
Tin. Bob Keeshan (Mr. Kan- 
faroo”) will also join them. Orig- 
inally CBS had also hoped to put 
Jackie Gleason into the line of 
march, but the comic’s sponsor, 
General Motors, balked because of 
bd and GM-Buick product con- 

icts, 


NBC-TV PLANS NEW 
HOUR DAYTIMER 


NBC is getting up a new daytime 
tv format that it hopes to launch 
some time this fall. It will be in 
the 60-minute class and geared for 
Participating sponsorship. There's 
no ‘Slotting chosen, but it would 
Probably be mid-afternoon, pos- 
sibly just ahead of the new ‘“Mati- 
nee Theatre” series, 

Jack Lescoulie, Gene Rayburn 
and Bill Cullen have agreed to do 
full weeks in rotation in “friendly” 
on-camera “auditions.” After three 
weeks, the web will “get its man” 
from among the trio, with probably 











NBC’s India Show 


NBC-TV’s public affairs feature 
on Thanksgiving Day will be “As- 
signment India,” an hour’s color 
film brought in by producer Ted 
Mills on his recent trip to that 
country. It’s one of Mills’ “Byline 
Pieces” created for the web. 
Among those appearing in the film 
are Prime Minister Nehru and ex- 
Ambassador Chester Bowles, lat- 
ter as narrator. (He’s written a 
book on India.) 

“Assignment” is up for sponsor 
grabs at $125,000, and the word 
is that, ne sponsor, no show. 


Halpern Formula 
For Closed-Circuit 
Sports Telecasts 





A new type of sports spieling is | 
events on) 


required for sports 
closed-circuit television, Nate Hal- 


pern, president of Theatre Net- 
work Television, told the Sports 
Broadcasters Assn. at a New York 
luncheon last week. 


Since the public that attends the 
closed-circuit fights or football 
games reacts similarly to fans at 
the actual event, the broadcaster 
must wait for a lull in the excite- 
ment to get his words across, Hal- 
pern stressed. The broadcasters’ 
words, Halpern said, would be 
lost during the shouting if he fol- 
lowed the same 
ployed on home tv. “It takes a 
judicious and wise man to call the 
right things,” Halpern said. 

In boxing especially, Halpern 
emphasized, it’s essential that the 
broadcaster has a_ well-rounded 
knowledge of his sport since the 
people who pay to see the closed- 
circuit fight are rabid boxing fans. 
“Remember,” he 
broadcasters, ‘“‘you’re not dealing 
with the vast public but with actu- 
al boxing fans.” 


Halpern again reiterated his 


interest. 
(Continued on page 38) 


Helene Curtis’ 6006 
Budget for ‘Tonight’ 


Chicago, Nov. 8. 

Helene Curtis is prepping a 
$600,000 spread on NBC-TYV's “To- 
night.” 

Cosmetic firm, through Gordon 
Best, has ordered a bundle of 98 
insertions on the goodnighter to be 
doled out through January and Au- 








One of the runners-up as an aide. 


gust next year. 


ALREADY SETS 
‘8-57 PATTERN 


The programming wheels are 
turning at an unprecedented rate at 
ABC-TV, with the '56-'57 lineup 
already beginning to take shape en 
a variety of programming fronts, 
ranging from an even dozen live 
spectaculars to some 11 new film 


properties ranging from a half- 
hour to 90 minutes in length. With 
this season’s properties more or 
less firmly entrenched, the net- 
work is looking at '56 as the year 
of challenge in its race to draw 
even with NBC and CBS. 

On the “definite” list already is 
a schedule of 10 or 12 live spectac- 
ulars, with shape and form yet to 
be determined but plotted with an 
eye towards dipping into some of 
that tall auto coin. Also in the 90- 
minute category is at least one of 
1' new film properties either set 
or in the wrapup stages under co- 
production deals with indie produc- 
ers. Latter roster reads like a 
“who’s who of telefilms,’ with 
John Gibbs and Sheldon Reynolds 
just added to the previously-set 
Don Sharpe, Jack Chertok, Lou 
Edelman and Desilu Productions. 
On tap, besides, is a one-hour vari- 
ety show described as a “cross be- 
tween Perry Como and the Ed Sul- 
livan shows,” a full-hour live 
drama and an extension of Ted 
Mack’s ‘Original Amateur Hour” 
from a half-hour to a full 60 min- 
utes in the Sunday night 9:30- 


| 10:30 time. 


Daytime Features 


Already decided, and for an 
earlier start—February of °'56, just 
three months away—is the net- 
work’s plunge into daytime pro- 
gramming on a startlingly differ- 
ent level. The cross-board 3 to 
5 p.m. period will be programmed 
with feature films as the leadin to 
the “Mickey Mouse Club.” Web 
hasn’t negotiated any properties 
yet, but has decided that it will 
not use the British features cur- 
rently comprising its “Famous 
Film Festival’ Sunday nights. 

The network’s advance-planned 
array of new properties are ear- 
marked to bolster weak nights in 
the present setup, specifically 
Mondays, Thursdays, Saturdays 





technique em- | 


warned the | 


theory that a national closed-cir- | 
cuit hookup requires an outstand- | 
ing attraction that has nationwide | 
“It has been proved time | 


and Sundays, and with the net- 
| work’s present near-SRO in the 
nighttime, it in all probability will 
meet for the first time with the 
prospect of bumping shows and 
clients off the network to make 
room for the new lineup. Web is 
well-filled even on the above-men- 
tioned “weak” nights, and in its 
| bid for a competitive standing may 
\find itself in the unprecedented 
position of getting rough with 
clients and programmers. ; 

As to the programming itself, the 
web is going to rely heavily on the 
new pattern of coproduction with 
top independent producers. As one 
exec put it, “We just don’t have 
that kind of creative talent at the 
network and we couldn't afford to 
'keep them on staff. You don't 
‘pick up talents like Lou Edelman 
and Jack Chertok off the street. 
They're proven and tested creative 
people, and this is the only way 
we can get them. It doesn't make 
sense for us to operate any other 
way.” 


CANADA’S ‘HIT PARADE’ 
SOLD TO FRIGIDAIRE 


Ottawa, Nov. 8. 
“Cross-Canada Hit Parade,” 
Wednesday night 10-tune rundown 





sold to Frigidaire+s of Canada— 
‘every second week. Alternate 
weeks of Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp.'s half-tour tv stanza, pro- 
duced by Peter 
still unsponsored. 
| Show teed off in late September, 
‘with a new Canadian song featured 
as an “extra” each week. Last 
week's was “Take to the Woods,” a 
show tune written by Norman 
Campbell, another CBS producer. 
Guest was Al Hibbler, blind Negro- 
ex-Ellington singer of “Unchained 
Melody” and “He,” who was ap- 
pearing at the Colonial Tavern, a 
j nitespot. 





of pop hits in Canada, has been | 


Macfarlane, are} 


Looks Like FCC Will Vote This 
Week to Scrap UHF as New Channel 


Source; Deintermixture Seen Out 





Eddie Fisher’s CBS Spec 


The Ford “Star Jubilee” Dec. 17 
color spec is being primed in part 
as a kind of “recap of ASCAP” and 
BMI with Eddie Fisher heading up 
the CBS-TV show. Titled “I Hear 
America Singing,” it will front an 
informal documentary-history of 
“pop” songs. Forepart of the 90- 
minute Saturday stanza will take 
up the U. S. songalog kick from 
the Revolutionary period. 

Fisher, who’s due on the Coast 
late this month to start rehearsals, 
is replaci ngBing Crosby, who 
bowed out of the stint. 


Tues. on TV Now 


Going Thataway; 
‘Cheyenne’ Wins 


Last week’s Tuesday (1) night 
hung up some sort of record for 
Trendex shenanigans in the 90 
minutes from 7:30 to 9 as ABC-TV 
did some hanging by itself. First- 
ly, that web took 8 o’clock domina- 
tion over Phil Silvers, who, in 
“Operation Time Shift’ exchang- 
ing slots with ‘“‘Navy Log,” on CBS, 


drew a mark of 13.5 while the last 
half-hour operation of ‘Warner 





Bros. Presents’ managed a 16 
score, 
“Log,” in its new 8:30 dress, 


| ABC’s “Wyatt Eary” 


at 10.2 against “Log.” For the 


beat Silvers again, with 15.2, while | 
was logged | 


¢ Washington, Nov. 8. 


Unless the unexpected happens, 
the FCC will decide this week to 
virtually abandon UHF as the 
source of channels for the expan- 
sion of television. It will pin its 
hope on squeezing in “dropin” 
VHF channels to provide at least 
three VHF stations in most of the 
100 leading tv markets. Whether 
these new channels will be given 
to the affected UHF stations or 
made available to competitive ap- 
plications will depend on proced- 
ural determinations. 

Commission action was indicated 
at an extraordinary meeting held 
Saturday (5) at which all seven 
members, including Comr. Robert 
Bartley who planed in from Colo- 
rado for the occasion, were ex- 
pected to vote on the crucial de- 
intermixture question. They had 
before them the draft of an order 
to deny deintermixture in five 
cities in which rule-making pro- 
ceedings were instituted and to 
turn down petitions to deintermix 
in a score of other cities. 

It’s understood the members 
were lined up 4-3 against deinter- 
mixture, with all four Eisenhower 
appointees \three Republicans and 
Democrat Robert Mack of Florida) 
composing the majoritv. It was 
agreed, however, to postpone the 
final vote until Thursday (10) when 
a revised draft of the order will be 
considered and when all seven 
members can again be present (in- 
cluding Comr. Rosel Hyde who is 
currently in Des Moines to address 
the NARTB regional meeting). 

4-2 Deintermixture Nix 

Prior to the Saturday session, 
Chairman George CC. MeCon- 
naughey brought up the deinter- 
mixture issue for determination at 
the regular meeting of the Com- 
|}mission on Wednesday (2! and the 
six members present, it was 





90 minutes, ABC (with “WB Pre- 
sents” at 7:30 to 8 scoring a 15) 
Trendexed home with a 13.7 av- 
erage. The CBS score for the pe- 
riod (counting the 11.1 of “Name 


vers) was 13.3. 


0.4 separating the two networks. 


valid. Its 7:30 to 8:30 tab with 
15.5, vs. the ‘‘Tune’’-Silvers score 
of 12.3. The Warner vidpixer made 
it by a shade over NBC’s combina- 
tion of Dinah Shore-Camel News 
and first half-hour of Martha 
Raye’s show, which hit an average 
lof 15.3, giving ABC the best of: it 
|by 0.2. Miss Raye’s clusters of 
|19.8 and 27.8 lorded it over all 
other segments and its hour’s aver- 
age of 23.8 was better than any- 
'thing in the field as well. 


| 


PAR THEATRE IN ONT. 


| } 
| DICKERS CKLW BUY 

Detroit, Nov. 8 | 
Windsor (Ont.) Paramount The- | 
|atres may purchase radio and tv | 
station CKLW if the deal 











is ap- 
proved by the Canadian Broadcast- | 
ing Corp. CBC’s board of gover-| 
| nors said a public hearing on a re- 
| quest for transfer of license would 
ibe held is Ottawa, Dec. 1. 

CKLW now is owned 
Western Ontario Broadcasting | 
| Corp. Some of its offices are locat- | 
'ed in Detroit and a large share of 
its advertising revenue comes from 
| Detroit area, Transmitting facili- | 
ties are just across the Detroit 
River from the Motor Capitol. | 

E. E. Fitzgibbons, veepee of | 
| Windsor Paramount which oper-| 
| ates five theatres, said “our com- 
| pany will take control of the radio | 
‘and tv station if we are permitted | 
| by the CBC to do so, It is our in-| 
tention, however, that the stations 
will be operated under the same} 
| management as at present.” Wind- | 
'sor Paramount is a subsidiary of | 
iFamous Players of Canada. i 





by the | 


} 
} 


That Tune, slotted ahead of Sil- | Colorado 
Thus ABC came); Connaughey by 


home by a close shave with only a; quested that no 


ABC’s prime news was tricky but 


the Warner “Cheyenne” show was the 


learned, tentatively voted 4-2 to 
| deny. Reportedly, it was intend- 
'ed to announce the decision the 
‘following day but Comr. Bartley, 
who was at the NARTB meeting in 
Springs, contacted Mc- 
phone and re- 
final action be 
taken without his presence. Hence, 
the Saturday meeting. 

Bartley, as ranking Democrat on 
Commission, might well be- 
come the next chairman if the 

(Continued om page 37) 


If It’s Good Enough 
For the Queen, It’s Good 
Enough for NBC-TV Spec 


NBC has just acquired a 20- 
minute color short, produced in 
England as a theatrical subject by 
George K. Arthur, for presentation 
on a network spectacular. It’s 
“The 12 Days of Christmas,” which 
apparently was done to the 
“Queen's (Elizabeth’s taste, for 
only last week she chose it for a 
Command Performance. 

Yule film will be incorporated 
into the New Year’s Day “Color 
Spread,” that particular spect fall- 
ing on a Sunday. Amount paid 
Arthur for pic was not disclosed. 

Meanwhile, Decea has acquired 
the film’s tape to be brought out 
as a special holiday album. 


ALAN KING’S 7-YEAR 
NBC PACT FOR TV 


NBC-TV is willing to wager a 
seven-year contract that Alan 
King, youthful comic who was 
signed by Warner Bros. for a role 
in ‘Miracle In The Rain,” can be 
developed into major ty personal- 
ity. 

King’s initial 
will be in the 
Spread” spec on New Year's Day. 
Comic is a product of Concord, 
N.Y., mountain resort hotel, Last 
Concord-developed comic to hit 
the bigtime was Ruddy Hoerkett 





video appearance 
Sunday “Color 


* 
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CROSS-CANADA HiT PARADE 
With Don Cornell, Joyce Hahn, 

Wally Koster, Phylis Marshall, 

Austin Willis, dancers and orch 
Producer: Stan Harris 
Writer: John Aylesworth 
Musical Director: Bert Niosi 
30 Mins.: Wed., 9 p.m. 
FRIGIDAIRE 
CBC-TV, from Toronto 

saker) 

One of the heaviest budgeted 
musical revues of the’ State-oper- 
ated Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 
which the CBS has only succeeding 
in selling commercially on alter- 
nate weeks to Frigidaire for a 
prejected 26 weeks’ series to a 25 
trans-Canada tv linkup, “Cross 
Canada Hit Parade” has imme- 
diately jumped to viewer popular- 
ity on production values. Apart 
from name imports, via Don Cor- 
nell, series also marks the tv debut 
of Joyce Hahn, Montreal radio 
singer, who will fly to Toronto for 
the forthcoming weekly program 
appearances. Bert Niosi’s band of 
25 lends fine musical background, 
plus the choreography of Alan and 


Blanche Lund which is integral 
but doesn’t obtrude. 
Unique device is that, every 


week the top song written by a 
Canadian is introduced, this cen- 
tral motivation being the populariz- 
ing of newly-published Canadian 
songs that are doing well across 
the Dominion on record sales, to- 
gether with a Canadian coast-to- 
coast survey of deejays predicting 
future hits; with the preponder- 
ance, of course, going to American- 
written pops. Program series wil! 
fly in one of the leading platter 
boys, this time Ron Roberts of 
CJCH. Halifax, who selected “Love 
and Marriage,” this sung by Joyce 
Hahn and Wally Koster in a neat 
after-dinner dish-washing scene, 
with both doing the bouncy war- 
bling. 

Top Canadian-written song cur- 
rent was Lou Snider’s “Don’t Call 
Me, I’ll Call You,” torchy number 
sung by Phylis Marshall in boudoir 
pajamas. On a popularity poll of 
Canadian deejays, tv program rings 
in production values for such top- 
pers as “Love Is a Many Splen- 
dored Thing,” this Number 1 in 
Canada, with Don Cornel}! on the 
vocals, he in trench coat and burri- 
sane rain background; with Cor- 
nell later back for Number 9 in a 
subway background for his “Bible 
Tells Me So.” On appearance and 
delivery, Cornell was excellent 
-hroughout, plus his “Clrattanooga 


REMEMBER 
With Norman Ross 
Producer: David McElroy 
Director: Cliff Braun 
30 Mins.; Mon., 9 p.m. 
NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY 
WBKB, Chicago 

(Caples) 


year newsreels, considerable re- 
search and production finesse, and 
a gracious video manner, Norman 
Ross has carved practically a full- 
time WBKB career as a tv his- 
torian. His nightly “This Is the 
Day” is a look back at a significant 
event of the particular day and nis 
afternoon “Midday Matinee” has a 
“Yesterday’s Newsreel” segment. 
Flossiest retrospect is this week- 
ly half-hour, bearing the North 
Western Raiiway bluechip lae! 
which skims off the top of a given 
year. j 
Ross spun an interesting kaleido- 
scope of the year Wall St. laid that 
egg. Young man is one of the 
smoothest operators working the 
local tv gab circuit and his care- 
fully documented patter, bridging 
the motion footage and the still 
pix, lent stature and a plus dimen- 
sion to a basically simple program- 


the live and the celluloid portions 
of the tandem. It was a good topi- 
eal touch to bring on the now- 
retired soprano Rosa Raisa who 
opened the Chicago Civic Opera 
House built by Sam Insull in ’29. 
Ex-diva and the host tied the then 
with the now with some interesting 
sidelights on the edifice in which 
this night the Lyric Opera was 


Parlaying a stockpile of yester- |, 


ming idea, | " at ic Micotee @ 
Ross kept a nice balance between | ‘4n, She to discuss them. 


ELEANOR NASH AT HOME 
With Eleanor Nash, Ogden Nash 
15 Mins., Fri. 5 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WMAR-TV, Baltimore 


Eleanor Arnett Nash, sister of 
poet Ogden Nash, has been bylin- 
ing an Evening Sun womens’ page 
item. “The Modern Woman,” for 
several months. Now, via the daily’s 
itv adjunct, WMAR, she is getting 
| some video exposure. 


| Her columns abound with feath- 
{erweight chitchat on acquaintances 
| 
| 





and observations and never get 
very profound. Her approach is 
|admittedly casual but she often 
| takes advantage of her own admis- 


a an 





Having filmed Walter Clark's 
“The Ox Bow Incident” once be- 
fore, 20th-Fox on CBS last week 
(3) telescoped the story of a west- 
'ern lynching party to give the 
'“90th Century-Fox Hour” its best 
‘show to date. The grim yarn 
ieame across full of high tension 


‘ 


l'and drama and with no waste of 
| motion. 


| When it comes to telling of ac- 


‘tion, with a minimum of philoso- 








aoe 


Tele Follow-Up Comment 


$FHO4O444444. 


; Sense. Strange as it may seem, that 
| was the show, except for a “legit” 
(trailer for “Tender Trap,” with 
| Frank Sinatra crooning for Debbie 
| Reynolds. 

| -In light of the upbeated efforts 
'on the part of the other studios 
| (20th-Fox with its GE hour, which 
has continually shown improvement: 
| Warners, which is beginning to do 
| so), it ill behooves Metro to de- 
| grade its topflight rep with such a 
lack of creative effort as encom- 
| passed in “M-G-M Parade.” Better 


| Sion of lack of intellectual depth} phising and no great search for; Metro should take a 90-minute 
| by lapping into artificial archness | hidden truths, tv can do a bangupj|time slot and replay some of its 


| and vapid frivolity. 


| As transferred into the more in-|q more searching character analy- | the 


|'timate medium of tv, her veneer 


| of polished aristocracy might have 


Firster (31) was 1929 and| some appeal in this late afternoon | time. 


time slot for the cocktail party 
crowd who know Miss Nash at first 
hand but, for the large majority of 
daytime housefrau viewers, Miss 
Nash is likely to be lost in the 
indecorum of dinner preparations. 

Her purpose, as stated on the 
preem, is to be helpful with the 
“problems” of her viewers’ by 
bringing “experts far more clever’’ 
The best 
portions of her opening quarter 
hour had her brother, Ogden, read- 
ing some of his droll verse while 
the “problem” announced for the 
second show of the series is 
*“Stoles.”* 

Apparently, in an effort to inject 
some “problems” into her brother’s 
guest stint, . student journalists 
from Goucher College and Johns 





opening its °55 season. 

Filmed flashbacks were well sc- | 
lected to recapture some of the | 
razzledazzle of the jazz era. There | 
were shots of Jimmy Walker. Tex | 
Rickard’s funeral, Admiral Richard 
Byrd’s South Pole expedition, Gar- 
bo, and, of course, the financial 
mainstem the day the binge came 
to an end. It was diverting “re- 
member when” stuff for the old- 
sters and a quickie history re- 
tresher for the younger generation. | 
The railrozd should win itself 
some new friends with this prime 
time display. Ross sounded just | 
the right friendly note on the low | 
pressure service spiels. Dave. 





’ 





Thoo-Choo” fronting. : 
Number 2 was “Yellow Rose of 
Texas,” sung by Wally Koster. On 
Western opening, complete with 
background of totem poles and 
Indian war bonnets, cowboy-cos- 
tumed Wally Koster got proceed- 
ings off to a brisk start with his 
“Tina Marie,” with Joyce Hahn 
into “Suddenly There’s a Valley,” 
this cutely sung to a lost mutt in 
a whistle-stop railway station. The 
lost dog theme also leads into the 
dance of three boys and four girls, 
with choreography by The Lunds 
seguing into taps on suit eases, 
with off-camera accompaniment of 
Bert Niosi’s orch to “Chattanooga.’ 
It’s an unique idea of getting 
Canadian deejays across the coun- 
try to poll their choices of song 
faves, plus the idea of getting U.S. 
name singers to belt across se'ec- 
ions. Tv viewer response has been 
immediate. MeStay. 


CINCINNATI BOWLING 
With Cliff Baker, others 
Producer-writer: Cliff Baker 


TEL-A-STORY PLAYHOUSE 


| With Betty Girling, others 


Producer-director: Norman Page | 
30 Mins.: Mon., 9 a.m, 
Sustaining i 
WTCN-TV, Minneapolis 1 

This once-a-week early morning | 
show performs a commendable 
public service in bringing before 
the camera for parents some of the 
schools’ endeavors in their off- 
springs’ behalf and the children’s 
classroom work and also in provid- 
ing wholesome entertainment for 
the small fry. With kiddies them- 
selves participating, there’s an 
added appeal to that held by the 


Hopkins U. were on hand to ques- 
tion the poet-tv panelist. What re- 
sulted was murky pedantry involv- 
ing the relative merits of the con- 
tributions of Hemingway and 


| Joyce to the trend of modern liter- 


ature with the Hopkins undergrad 
throwing a curve ball with a query 


|job. But when the action requires 


| sis—as is the case in “The Ox Bow 
| incident” — there isn’t enough 
And the result is a flatten- 
ing out of personalities and a 
weakening of the vital chain of 
cause and effect. 


It was that way with “Ox Bow 
‘Incident’ despite fine perform- 
‘ances. This isn’t just a story of 


a lynching of some innocent peo- 
ple. 
psychology. 
was muted in the excerpting ofethe 
highlights, and what came out— 
while still excellent entertainment 
—lacked the punch of the original. 


| As Donald Martin, the victim of 
'the mob led by Major Tetley (Ray- 
mond Burr), Cameron Mitchell de- 
livered a sock portrayal. He wise- 
ly underplayed his role until the 
final climactic moments before the 
hanging when he caught all the 
desperation of an innocent man 
who knows he is being put to 
death by people most of whom be- 
lieve in his innocence but are com- 
pelled to follow their leader and 
not display weakness that, in the 





eyes of their comrades, might 
mark them as cowards. Mitchell 


on Whether the function of the cre-| carried the show and was com- 


ative artist was “to confound the 
status quo.” 


A daily column and a weekly tv | 


quarter-hour seem a pretty thin 
spread from this rather trifling 
starting point. Burm. 





FOLIO 

(Take to the Woods) 

With Robert Goulet, Sharon Acker, 
Jack Creley, Helene Winston, 
Maggie St. Clair, David Gard- 
ner; dance and choral ensemble 
(28), Gordon Kushner Orch 

Producer: Norman Campbell 

Writer: Eric Nicol 

Choreographer: Gladys Forrester 

60 Mins., Sun., 10 p.m. 

CBC-TV, from Toronto 
“Folio” is the new “cultural” 

seriés of the State-operated Ca- 

nadian Broadcasting Corp. which 
will present one toe two-hour Sun- 
day night sessions across 27 tv sta- 
tions during the ensuing 26 weeks. 

These will range from Shake- 

speare to Shaw, plus the National 





elassroom itself. 


tells the story for pre-school and 
in-schoo] primary children. 
voungsters hear’ their 
yarns and join together to sing. 
dance, model clay, play games and 
take nari in creative dramaties. 





Filming: Elmer O’Dell 
30 Mins., Sun. 1:30 p.m. 
MAX’S CLOTHES 
WCPO-TY, Cincinnati 

(Guenther, Brown & Berne) 

Local applications give added 
viewing value to this 10-pin series. 
Cliff Baker, a chap, who left a 
Ciney station as an announcer to 
take an agency fling of tv produe- 
ing, comes up with a swell job. He 
comes pretty close to doing a one- 
man job of it, too, for a strike 
lowcost show. 

In easy fashion Baker does the 
many chores: high scores of the 
week by Greater Cincy men and 
women keglers, who rate gifts from 
the sponsor; does tog commercials 
with live models; awards prizes to 
the winner and runnerup of last 
week’s Max’s two-man — special 
match bowling series, and narrates 
films of that match. He also makes 
phone calls of contestants for the 
upcoming match from ecards mailed 
in or filled out at Max’s two siores. 

Filming of the modeled clothing 
commecials and Max’s © special 


handicap bowling mateh can stand | 
Other- | 


considerable improvement. 
wise the program is 


pleasingly 
acceptable. 


Koll. 


Particular program on Halloween 
| eve found Miss Betty Girling ap- 
| Propriately telling a none too 
| seary ghost story to a group of her 
| third grade pupils who wore color- 
| ful costumes in line with the occa- 
| sion. The story made the point that 
| there's nothing funnier than bein 
; scared by a ghost and that it makes 





ghosts laugh to think of people 
being frightened by them. 
The pretty, photogenic Miss 


| Girling read with enthusiasm and, 


| proper expression and the tykes 
| proved an appreciative audience. 
| During the reading samples of the 
|children’s drawings were flashed 
jon the screen. The cameraman 
‘came through with engaging shots 
| of the yvoungsiers, including closc- 
}ups that revealed amusing expres- 
| Sions, and the entire affair clicked 


| More WABD Revamps 
Not needing Al Hollander as 


i boss of the shrunken operations 
setup any longer, WABD, DuMont 
N. Y. tv station, made William Sea 
man, his former aide, head of lo- 
ical operations. Outlet also added 


eee ee : ee ithree new sovram = staffers re- 

Ted Malone’s Regional Spread | cently. —— 
Saginaw, Nov. 8. Paulette Ames, coming from 
ABC commentator Ted Malone} Seventeen mag, and Larry Best. 
has signed for a five-minute eross-| ABC-TV ex-program staffer, were 
the-board radio show over a 15-/ brought in as assistant producers 
city Michigan regional neiwork' Ruth Adams, wife of the Jate 
to be sponsored by the Peet Pack- | Trevor Adams ‘WABC sales top- 


ing Co. Show marks the first time 


Malone has done a regional! stint. 


per), comes to WABD as producer 
‘of the new “Nick Kenny Show.” 


On alternate weeks a Minne- | 


| Ballet, with two-hour operatic ses- 
sions of “Figaro” and “La Bo- 
' heme.” Meanwhile, in light musi- 


Plot deals with a young engi- 


tor companion im their search for 
'a uranium mine in the Canadian 
| Rockies and their coming upon a 
geiger-jumping mine field that 
|turns out to be the locale of a ‘“‘sum- 
mer school of fine arts.’”’” To watch 
over their claims-staking interests, 
the two enroll in the school, the 
young engineer for “abstract” 
painting; and the grizzled pros- 
|pector as a guitar-playing, folk 
,;song researcher, complete’ with 
tape recorder (the geiger counter) 
to record the ancient songs of the 
‘neighboring Indians. 


‘| Woods” uses the long-ago stencils 
of a fat lady chasing a marriage- 
shy and senile objective, the love- 
lorn comedienne girl-friend of the 
heroine, the mechanized situations 
of the young lovers who tradition- 
ally misunderstand each _ other. 


Though the situations are trite, the | 


songs are the outstanding motiva- 
tion of this musicomedy. On the 
Nicol-Campbell combo, the rousing 
choral and dance ensemble open- 
ing of “Take to the Woods” has 
Robert Goulet: into a big produc- 
tion number with the girls for his 
| ‘*Promotion”; his later soliloquy of 
'*‘Who’s Kidding Who?” a neat bal- 
lad duet with the heroine in “Are 
You the One”: a fine love duet of 
Goulet and Sharon Acker in “This 
Pair.” 


Big finale for company round- 
up is “Money Is Nice,” complete | 
with a neat soft-shoe by Jack 
Creley and Helene Winston, for 
topical musical in that is particu- | 
larly hep on book and song values, 


plus the fine haritone singing of 
Robert Goulet, the sprightly sing- 
ing and dancimg. MecsStay. 


pletely believable. . 

As the Major, Burr was proper- 
ly sadistic, playing with his victim 
as a cat would with a mouse. How- 
ever, the character of the pompous 
man, blown up with the feeling of 
temporary power, lacked motiva- 
tion and suffered from it. E. G 
Marshall as one who tried to pre- 
vent the lynching came through 
strongly as did Robert Wagner in 
the part of Gil Carter, the visitor 
who becomes witness to the hang- 
ing. 


carried the sure imprint of Holly- 
wood. Cameraman Lloyd Ahern 
turned in a thoroughly profes- 
sional job under the direction of 
Gerd Oswald. Show carried the 
excitement to a fine pitch. Hang- 
ing (not actually seen) had a sick- 





ening reality and the final revela- 
tion—that the victims had been 
innocent—carried a slapping wal- 
lop. There hasn’t been that much 
tension on the screen for some 
time. It was a thoroughly profes- 
sional show. 

General Electric commercials, 





It’s an up-to-date idea for a mu-' 
'sical show, though “Take to the! 


unfortunately, were timed with in- 
| finite care to come at the worst 


apolis and St. Paul school is visited | comedy mood, CBC was off to 60 | Possible moments during the play. 
in turn and one of the teachers | mins. of ‘Take to the Woods,” this | 
{ written by Eric Nicol. 

The | 
favorite | neer and his bewhiskered prospec-|ten riding a camera crane and 


Minutes belonging to 20th-Fox 
this time were devoted to a brief 
'backlot tour with m.c. Joseph Cot- 


jsome footage showing the lensing 
'of scenes from, ‘‘View From Pom- 
| pey’s Head.” While an improve- 
ment over prior attempts, it’s ob- 
vious that 20th still has a long way 
to go in evolving a proper formula. 
Hift. 
| In the face of an unbroken front 
| of criticism, Metro, like Warner 
| Bros. (as annotated in last week’s 
| “Cheyenne” review), has instituted 
'a subtle change of format in its 
.“M-G-M_ Parade” on ABC-TV, 
' starting with last week’s (2) show. 
Instead of tiny bits and pieces, 
Metro is offering up to the home- 
screens larger bits and _ pieces. 
Let’s face it, fellas, the present 
basic format, whatever the changes, 
just ain’t good television. 

In all fairness, however, the new 
| look provided some better enter- 
itainment than the segment has 
turned out thus far. A revolution- 
ary—for the film  companies-— 
move was the slotting of a 10-min- 
ute sequence from “The Philadel- 
phia Story,” probably~the longest 
on-the-air clip on record. This too 
was in the trailer department, 
since the pic is currently in re- 
release, but the Katie Hepburn- 
Cary Grant-Jimmy Stewart-Ruth 
Hussey combine made for a highly 
entertaining (‘if frustrating in its 
incompleteness) segment. 

Also in the long-length dept. 
was the Victor Moore-Edward Ar- 
nold “‘Pay Him the $2” sketch from 
“Ziegfeld Follies,” which though 
probably even predating in its 
origin even host George Murphy, 
was #iven about the best treat- 
/ment possible by Moore and Arnold 
when they did the pic and _ still 
‘stands up as a frantic piece of non- 





“tied : : bh | Wno made out pretty good 
It’s an a aa point | Just happens to have his name at- 


Pictorially, “Ox Bow Incident” |f 


| classics in full form than continue 
present potpourri-of-o'd-clips 
technique. Chan, 





Everybody’s doing it. Some go 
(in for the extracurricular plug 
;more than others, but it takes 
| showmanship to take the curse o/ff 
| the trailer. Like G. Burns of the 
' “Burns & Allen” show Monday (7) 
on CBS-TV; the N. Y. eastsider 
later 


| tached to “I Love Her, That's 
| Why” (Simon & Schuster) about 
|his “ne Birnbaum” life and times 
,and an abundance of anecodota on 
| his helpmeet for nearly three score 
years, Which is a great Big Lie be- 
cause Gracie Allen dotsn’t look it. 
Anyway, Monday’s cupcake was 
pegged around the book re its mu- 
sicomedy possibilities, permitting 
the starring duo to strut their song 
& dance stuff. It may be that the 
title song, by Al Hoffman & Dick 
Manning, will vie with the book 
on the hot seller lists. 


Ronnie Burns, the couple’s off- 
spring, Was again on hand as a 
running themer rehearsing lines of 
a play with Judi Boutin. Ali in 
all, an innocuous show, but reveal- 
ing the technique of how to make 
a plug palatable—on a show that’s 
always in there with the high audi- 
ences, because everyone loves ‘em, 
that’s why, Trau. 





At last, “Screen Directors Play- 
house” on NBC-TV, so_ highly 
touted before the series aired, is 
beginning to live up to advance 
billing. Given a wacky comedy 
situation and clever dialog, direc- 
tor Bill Saiter has come up with a 
fast-gaited and delightful half-hour 
rolic. 

Whole cast, toplined by Sally 
Forrest, Fred Clark and Leon 
Ames, sparkles in the Dan Lussier 
and Gertrude Walker teleplay. In 
support, Richard Webb ‘the mop- 
pets’ Capt. Midnight) and Jimmy 
Lydon (a top-rate young actor) both 
display excellent comedy form, 
milking extra laughs from com- 
paratively minor roles. Also worthy 
of mention are Jacqueline deWit, 
Pitt Herbert, Vici Raaf, Jan She- 
pard and Fay Roope. 

_ Tale concerns efforts of a navy 
lieutenant (Lydon) to set up his 
wedding with a WAC, en route 
from Alaska, in a strange city 
within the three days allotted him 
by higher authority. To have some 
people present at what promises to 
be a joyless occasion, he runs a 
Classified ad asking for people 
willing to attend a wedding. Miss 
Forrest works for a department 
store and her pleasantly larcenous 
dad (Ames) beguiles the store’s ad 
manager (Clark) into sponsoring 
the wedding for the attendant pub- 
licity. The effort snowballs and 
before long, Miss Forrest finds 
herself standing in for the still- 
absent bride-to-be, while boyfriend 
Webb stews on the sidelines. Even- 
tually, everything straightens out, 
but the mixups in entering the 
marital sweepstakes does provide 
farcical merriment for the viewer. 

Kove. 


ABC’s Free Time Bid To 
White House Aspirants 


ABC announced last week that it 
would offer free radio and televi- 
sion time to any “responsible and 
recognized” Republican and Dem- 
ocrats who wished to use the time 
to declare their candidacy for the 
Presidency. ABC prez Robert E. 
Kintner stressed the “tremendous 
coverage of broadcasting, and its 
impact as a news vehicle” as the 
basis for the offer. 

In the trade, however, it wasn't 
viewed as a likely-to-succeed ges- 
ture, since in effect what Kintner 
was offering was the opportunity 
for top politicos to give the net- 
work a news “beat” on their candi- 
dacies, something which the public 
relations-publicity-conscious — polili- 





cians would view with trepidation 
in fear of antipathizing other news 
media and other networks. 
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A CONVERSATION WITH 

HERBERT HOOVER 
With Ray Henle 
producer: David Englander 
Director: Alan Neuman 
Film editors: Robert Lowéree, Ben 

Schiller 
60 Mins., Sun. (6), 2 p.m. 
NBC-TV (film) 3 

NBC's “‘wise men series 1S 
sticking to its purpose and concept 
in admirable fashion. Last Sun- 
day’s (6) hourlong ‘Conversation 
With Herbert Hoover” was per- 
fectly in keeping with past prac- 
tice, that of bringing elder states- 
men (from many fields, not only 
politics) to the homescreens to 
dispense a little of their experi- 
ence and beliefs. In the case of 
Hoover, it wasn’t even a matter of 
politics, with the ex-President de- 
creeding beforehand that the dis- 
cussion should avoid the matter of 
his tenure in office and all other 
partisan matters, staying on the 
straight-and-narrow of his relief 
work, his career, some of his per- 
sonal eredos and the topic of hu- 
manitarian work in general. The 
absence of discussion on the 
Presidency was a little startling 
and generally disappointing, but 
that’s the way he wanted it and 
NBC had to agree. 

For the older audience, the pro- 
gram may have treaded_ all-too- 
familiar ground, and this, com- 
bined with the static setting and 
the obviously-prepared manner of 
question-and-answer, might have 
made for dull viewing. But there’s 
been an entire new adult genera- 
tion since Hoover held down the 
Presidency, and the matter of the 
depression and his role in it has 
unfortunately tended to obscure 
the more colorful and humanitarian 
nature of his life. For this young- 
er generation, the program came 
as something of a revelation and 
made for fascinating listening 
(though static viewing). 

With NBC commentator 
Henle bandling the questioning in 
authoritative fashion, Hoover went 
back to boyhood days, through his 
Stanford U. schooling, his work in 
a gold mine as a common laborer 
and his entry into the engineering 
field. Then came a discussion of 
his engineering globe-trotting 
(around the world seven times in 
the first seven years of the 20th 
Century), his mining work in 
Russia and China (latter during the 
Boxer Rebellion, where he was un- 
der siege) and finally his mitial 
relief work (Belgian Relief during 
World War IL), leading up to the 
Main topic at hand, embracing a 
series of relief efforts. than ran 
through the 20’s, into the depres- 
sion, World War II and post-war. 
Interlaced were personal matters 
(his and Mrs. Hoover's first trans- 
lation of the “Agricola,” the 400- 
year-old Latin handbook on min- 
ing and metallurgy; his contribu- 
tions to Stanford, particularly the 
Library on War, Revolution and 
Peace, which he helped to build 
and to which he contributed many 
of its documents and where the 
program was filmed; his personal 
beliefs on boys’ work, on America, 
on freedom). 

Despite the non-political nature 
of the discussion, Huover did get 
in some topical references: he be- 
lieved that the Geneva spirit might 
make an “endurable’ peace for 
some years, but that Soviet long- 
range objectives are the same; 
that disputes among the leaders of 
Red China were probably the only 
thing that might upset the Red 
regime; that the mushrooming of 
the U.S. governmental operations 
involved millions in waste and in- 
efficiency and that passage of the 
recommendations of his Hoover 
Commission would eliminate that 
waste, result in a balanced budget 
and lowering of taxes; and that 
free enterprise and individualism 
were the only means to a prosper- 
ous society. To one observer, the 
ex-President stood out best when 
he avoided talk of politics and 
stuck to his work on behalf of the 
underprivileged. 

Filming by Stuart Reynolds Pro- 
ductions was of superior quality, 
but the restriction to the one set- 
ting made for a deadening effect. 
Editing by Robert Loweree and 
Ben Schiller was topflight, with 
hardly a hitch in the conversa- 
tional flow because of it. Chan. 


Vitalis Grid Buy 


Bristol-Myers for Vitalis has 
signed with Mutual for the quar- 
ter-hour fore and aft positions on 





the Nov. 26 Army-Navy game 
broadeast, Segments, “Inside 
Football,” will feature Frank 


Leahy, Notre Dame ex-coach. 

The radio network has confirmed 
that it will air the Blue-Gray game¢ 
Dec. 31 from Montgomery, Ala. 
Rumor had it that Mutual was los- 
ing the show after 10 years. Also 
firmed for the Mutual agenda is 
the East-West game. Web reports 
no date has been set for exposure, 
though it was previously played 
the last Saturday of every year. 


Ray | 


THE GREAT WALTZ 
With Patrice Munsel, Keith Andes, 

Bert Lahr, Jarmila Novotna, Lee 

Goodman, Henry Sharp, Gordon 

Dillworth, Sam Schwartz, Mia 

Slavenska, others 
Producer-Director: Max 
| Associate Producer-Director: 
| Hobin 

TV Adaptation: 

berg, Neil Simon 
Musical Director: Charles Sanford 
Costumes: Paul duPont 
Scenic Designer: Frederick Fox 
| 90 Mins., Sat. (5), 9 p.m. 
| OLDSMOBILE 

(D. B. Brother) 
| NBC-TV, from New York (color) 
| Any combination of Max Lieb- 
; man, color, Patrice Munsel and the 
waltz (particularly if it’s out of the 
| Strauss stable, and the Junior the 
| better), can only add up to a sure- 
winning parlay. And if those three- 
quarter-time tempoed productions 
happen to be your dish of. tea, 
then so much the better. 

Suffice to say that Liebman 
knew what he was about Saturday 
(5) when, as his November con- 
tribution to the Oldsmobile-spon- 
sored 90-minute’ tintspecs, he 
turned in a stunning version of 


Liebman 
Bill 





berg-Neil Simon adaptation of 
Moss Hart’s ex-musical legiter. It 
was another standout victory for 
RCA’s brilliant and__ still-secret 
compatible hues and for Johann 
Junior’s score. 


By now it’s axiomatic that no 


ble A ASCAP security unless it’s 
been treated to the Liebman spec 
touch. Johann has now had it. 
Since those 33,000,000 (or there- 
abouts) Saturday night spec view- 
ers are anything but a myth in 
Nielsen’s book, there’s unquestion- 
ably a considerable large cross- 
section of the populace that dotes 
on these schmaltzy enterprises. 
And since they're the only ones 
that Liebman’s concerned with (as 
opposed to those who, like Bert 
Lahr in the role of the pastry shop 
impresario, would rather stuff his 
ears with cigars than listen), you 
can be sure that Vienna and her 
waltz never got better treatment. 

A bundle of coin went into this 
“Waltz” production, for it came 
off as a pretty lavish spectacle as 
scenic designer Fred Fox and cos- 
tumer Paul duPont went on a Vi- 
ennese binge. For the most part it 
had correct pacing and feel, with 
appropriate care devoted to all the 
little niceties of production detail. 

Casting on the whole was fine. 
Miss Munsel in particular gave a 
winning performance and was in 
fine vocal fettle as she romped 
through the Strauss melodies. Jar- 
mila Novotna as Madame Baranska 
played what approximated a Vien- 
nese “heavy” and registered strong 
in her two arias, ‘Too Close To 
Me” and “The End of A Love 
Affair.” Bert Lahr did okay for the 
comic relief but might have been 
even better had they adapted 
Strauss to the Lahr antics instead 
of vice versa. Book shows in this 
idiom invariably are’ too restrictive 
for comics with the grotesque 
flair. But within the ‘Waltz’ 
framework, Lahr more than knew 
his way about. 

Choice of Keith Andes as the 
male lead in the role of the young- 
er Strauss was a happy one and 
he handled himself both vocally 
and histrionically in commendable 
style. Mia Slavenska had the spot- 
light for a ballet (show’s choreog- 
raphy was one of its few disap- 
pointments). Those in lesser roles 
got into the proper spirit. As usu- 
al, Charles Sanford vested the mu- 
sical department with a well- 
rounded plus assist. Rose. 





IT’S BABY TIME 

With Dr. W. W. Bauer, Jane War- 
ren 

Producer: Herbert S. Laufman 

Directors: Reinald 

Walter Colmes 
15 Mins.; Wed.-Fri., 1 p.m. 
LIBBY’S BABY FOODS 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

(J. W. Thompson) 

This filmed infant care advisory 
out of the Herbert S. Laufman 
packaging stable stacks up as a 
friend winner for Libby’s Baby 
Foods which is spotting the series 
around the tele circuit. That Amer- 
ican Medical Assn. endorsement as 
personified by Dr. W. W. Bauer, 


director of AMA’s’ Bureau of 
Health Education, adds that im- 
portant element of prestige and 


authority to the “bringing up 
baby” project. 

Registered nurse Jane Warren 
works the bulk of the chores, in- 
cluding the intergrated plugs for 
Libby’s grubs, and she makes a 
good white-garbed impression, Dr. 
Bauer, of course, is now something 
of a tv “pro” from his experience 
on the WBKB live localer “The 
Doctor Answers” and the platform 
trail. On this setup, the M.D. works 


spic and span nursery. Filming is 
being done at United Films & 
Recording in Chicago. 

Subject under discussion on lec- 





William Fried- | 


“The Great Waltz” in a Bill Fried- | 


waltz is worthy of a gilt-edged dou- | 


Werrenrath, | 


in an office set and the nurse in a/} 


:NBC OPERA THEATRE 

' (“Griffelkin’’) 

With Adelaide Bishop, Mary Kreste, 
Margery Gray, Mignon Dunn, 
Gerald Arpino, Andrew McKin- 
ley, Oliver Andes, Rose Gerin- 
ger, Alice Richmond, Janct 
Greschler, Joseph Edwards, Paul 
Ukena. John Wilson, 





| land, Eda Lioy, Frances Paige, 
| Beatrice Tompkins, Joan Moy- 
nagh, Francoise Martinet, Jean 
Handzlik, Sandra Northrop, Ger- 
ald Gardner, Judith Janaro, 
Michael Sears, Brunhilda Ruiz, 
Nana Prudente, William Milie, 


ert Brett. Guy Baker, Jean Deis, 
Libora Geraci, Dorothy Krebill, 
Francis Monachino, Carole 
O’Har?, James Perrin, James P. 
| Tippey, Margaret Tynes. 
Libretto: Alastair Reid 

| Music: Lukas Foss 

| Producer: Samuel Chotzinoff 

, Artistic Director: Peter Herman 
| Adler 

i Associate Producer: Charles Pola- 





check 
| Director: Kirk Browning 
| Choreography, Staging: Robert 
| Joffrey 
| Designer: Rouben Ter-Arutunian | 


, 90 Mins.; Sun. (6), 4 p.m. 
| NBC-TV, N.Y. 

The NBC Opera Theatre opened 
| its °55-’56 season last Sunday (6) in 
|distinguished fashion. Offering, 
|“Griffelkin,’ was the world pre- 
| miere of a work the network had 
| commissioned-——a “fantastic opera” 


taste guiding the proceedings, the 
affair was a huge success, a credit 
to all concerned. 

“Griffelkin” is a beautiful fairy 
tale that comes off completely. The 
resourceful, warm staging Sunday 
| had a great deal to do with its suc- 
| cess, but the ingredients are there 

—music, story, singing, acting, 
| dancing, costuming and sets blend- 
|ing admirably. Reid has written 
ja clever libretto, with pert, simple 
| dialog. Young Foss has composed 
| an impressive (if sometimes deriva- 
tive) score that is witty, light, 





Marcia Ollson, Jerry Burr, Rob- | 


with libretto by Alastair Reid and |. 
music by Lukas Foss. With experi- | 
ence, skill, imagination and good | 


NBC-TV's World Prem’ of Feature — 


Chester | 
Watson. Lee Cass, Robert Hol- 


Commercial television paid a 
heavy price Sunday (6) when NBC- 
TV preemed the British film “The 
Constant Husband” on its color 
spectacular. If the web had set out 
ito invite viewer resentment it 
/ couldn't have done a much more 
imaginative job. 

To start with, it is now quite, 
| obvious that Sir Alexander Korda 
made an excellent deal when he 
| sold this weak little Technicolor 
|comedy to NBC. It’s doubiful—at 
| least on the basis of what went on 
pws air—that the picture would 
'have gotten off the ground had it 
|} opened in a theatre instead of on 
the air. Considering all the de- 
lightful comedies the British have 
sent over, and notwithstanding the 
_appeal and reputation of Rex Har- 





rison, “‘The Constant Husband” | 
certainly missed the mark by a, 
mile, 


To make matters worse, and to! 
| pay the treight for this lightweight 
;entry, NBC harnessed no fewer | 
than four sponsors. Their commer- | 
|cials seemed to click off every | 
| couple of minutes, hopelessly chop- | 
ping up the sequence of a film that | 
already left much to wish for in| 
this respect. 


When four bankroll- | 


oe ——— — 


THE CONSTANT HUSBAND © 

(Sun. Night Spectacular) 

NBC presentation of London Films 
(Sidney Gilliat and Frank Laun- 
der) production. Stars Rex Har- 
rison, Margaret Leighton, Kay 
Kendall. Features Cecil Parker, 
Nicole Maurey, George Cole, 
Raymond Huntley, Michael Hor- 
dern. Directed by  Gilliat. 
Screenplay, Gilliat and Val Val!- 
entine; camera (Technicolor), 
Ted Scaife; music, Malcolm Ar- 
nold; played by Muir Mathieson 
with the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra. 








melodie writing, highly rhythmic 
and eminently suited to the sub- | 
ject. There are no set arias, but | 
the music is tuneful and it flows. 


Story and score move along 
smoothly, offstage voices and 


groups supplementing solos or sub- | 
deftly. 


grownup appeal as well. Fanciful 
tale concerns a young devil turned 
10, who is sent out (pardon, up) 
into the wor!d to do mischief, and 
who does a good deed and thereby 
undoes himself. Opera’s opener is 


weird stage quality 
other devils dance around the 10- 


year-old. 
Choreography throughout’ the 
work is clever and striking, ad- 


vancing story, mood and action. 
The dance of the stone lions is 
highly diverting, and the finale in 
the public square, with everyone— 
people, toys, animals—all dancing, 
is brilliant. 

Scenes in hell, after Griffelkin 
returns from his mission, before 
he is cast out forever back to earth 
for saving a mother’s life, with the 
dancing gyrations of the devils 
under effective shadow lighting. 
are wonderful. The opera is full of 
amusing things—a trio of house- 
wife harpies, a chatterbox letter- 
box that dances, a bewildered cop, 
a toy shop come to life. 

Robert Joffrey’s choreography 
and staging. Rouben Ter-Arutun- 
ian’s evocative skeletonized sets, 
Kirk Browning's effective direc- 
tion, Peter Herman Adler’s sensi- 
tive, superior handling of the 
Symphony of the Air orch and the 
singers, and the overall reining of 
Samuel Chotzinotf, made Sunday’s 
event a memorable occasion. Make- 
up and costumes were firstrate. 
Casting, too, was an inspiration. 

Adelaide Bishop was completely 
winning as Griffelkin, acting the 
role surely, singing clearly and 
displaying an excellent soprano. 
Mary Kreste, as the devils’ grand- 
mother, and Lee Cass, as the cop, 
were standouts in shorter roles. 
Some of the roles were depicted 


Story, aimed for children, Rian | 
\ 
| 
{ 


smart and witty, with an amusingly | 
about it, as} 


Film Supervisor: Stan Parlan 

Broadcast Film Editor: Herman 
Kitchen 

Host: Art Linkletter 

80 Mins., Sun. (6) 7:30 p.m. 

BUICK, LEWIS HOWE, SUN- 
BEAM, MAYBELLINE 


bing for actors, and all dovetailing | NBC-TV, from N. Y. (color) 


(Kudner, Dancer-Fitzgerald, Per- 
rin-Paus, Gordon Best) 





-— 


| ers share a 90-minute show, and 
‘each of course insists on being 
| seen and heard, it’s murder on the 
| audience! 

All of which left NBC with the 
doubtful distinction of having of- 
fered on tv a “major” production 
prior to its release to the theatres. 
It seemed to add up to an argu- 
ment for toll-tvy more than any- 
thing else. 

British comedy, as a number of 
American distributors know only 
too well, is a difficult thing to sell 
in this country. Prior to the show- 
ing of “Constant Husband,” some 
voices had been raised asking the 
question: If Americans en masse 
didn’t go for British pix before in 
the theatres, why should they sud- 


' 


| for a disappointment. 


Film Turns Up a ‘Constant Com 


liat and Frank Launder, an experi- 
ence] combo, should have put to- 


gether such a_ confusing story 
melee. 
Apart from Harrison, the cast 


went through its pace in routine 
manner. Margaret Leighton played 
the woman barrister who falls for 
her client; Kay Kendall (now 
signed by Metro, looked peri as 
Monica, the fashion photographer; 
Nicole Maurey, a French charmer, 
did fair as Harrison’s jilted Italian 
bride; Cecil Parker as the brain 
specialist rumbled through a stand- 
ard characterization, and George 
Cole could barely be distinguished 
as an Italian boy. His part was 
never explained. Robert Coote was 


|okay in a small part and Michzel 


Hordern had a funny moment or 
two as the confused judge. 
Perhaps, if seen on a_ bigger 
screen, “Constant Husband” might 
have been better and funnier. This 
reviewer's guess is that, even con- 
sidering uninspired tv editing. it 


wouldn’t improve much in the 
theatres. If Sir Alexander Korda 
had hoped to use tv as a giant 


“trailer” to boost his picture in the 
theatrical market, he’s apt to be in 
Hift. 





PATTI PAGE PREMIERE PARTY 

SHOW 
With Perry Como, Gene Nelson, 

Franklin Pangborn, Ben Wrig- 

ley, Ray Charles Singers, Mit- 

chell Ayers and Joe Reisman 

Orchs 
Producer: Harry Anger 
Director: Bill Colleran 
Writers: Jimmy Shirl, Ervin Drake, 

Bud Burtson 
Wed. (2), 10:30 p.m. 
OLDSMOBILE 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

(D. P. Brother) 

For an intro to its new line of 
1956 automobiles, Oldsmobile came 
up with a crackerjack one-shot 
stanza in this presentation. It was 
an excellent musical session that 
not only had some standout per- 
formers but framed them with 
clever production ideas. It’s no 
accident that Bill Colleran, direc- 
tor of this show, is also associated 
with the NBC-TV “Hit Parade” 
series. 

The half-hour was off winging 
with a backstage sequence which 
bowed in Patti Page, the show’s 
hostess, Perry Como, Gene Nelson, 
Franklin Pangborn, Ben Wrigley 
and the dancing troupe. It was 
smoothly done as was the segue 
into the Olds plug via a ballerina 
motif that was repeated through- 
out the stanza. It was a classy 
idea that set the right sote tor this 
line of cars. 

Miss Page was in fine form on 
a brace of tunes, including “In 
Love in Vain” and “Croce di Oro,” 


while Como gave his customary 
relaxed performance on “All at 
Once You Know.” Como. also 


duetted with Miss Page on a bright 
piece of material, ‘““Let’s Get Away 
From It All,” in which Como 
seemed to fluff some of the lyrics. 





denly love them on tv? It is only 
fair to assume that “Husband,” in- 
stead of popularizing the cause of | 
British films in the U.S., probably | 
did it a good deal of harm. 

It’s the story of a man who}! 
wakes up from an accident, a vic- 
tim of amnesia. Trying to piece} 
together the story of his life with 
the aid of a sympathetic doctor, he | 
discovers himself married to seven | 
women at the same time. There is | 
a trial, at which his woman oy al 
is well on the way to getting him | 
off by arguing that he is now not} 
the same person he was when he 
went in for bigamy. Rather than | 
have to choose between his seven | 
eager wives, he pleads guilty. On| 
coming out of prison, he ends up | 
with the lady lawyer. 

It would, among other things, be | 
interesting to know what Holly-| 
wood’s Production Code, which so 
jealously guards the morals of | 
Americans via what they see in the 











by dancers, with voices used off- 
stage. Dovetailing was perfect, and 
unnoticeab!e. Sometimes. the mike 
wasn’t centered properly to pick 
up a voice, but this was a minor, 
brief flaw. The opera flowed on 
for a full hour before there was | 
the first interruption for a com- | 
mercial or even a station announcc- 
ment. It bowed the NBC Opera | 
Theatre season brilliantly. | 
Bron. 











ture viewed (2) was the physiologi- 
cal and psychological problems of 
weaning the kid. Dr. Bauer | 
stressed the importance of special 
care in handling the psychological 
impact of the breast to bottle | 
transition and Miss Warren dis- | 
cussed the food angles, with a| 
natural leadin to the sponsor's 
wares. Dave. | 





| What 


theatres, would say about his pic- | 
ture were it submitted. Sending 
such subject matter directly into 
the home appears to be okay. 

For the most part the film) 


| just dragged on without much pur- | 
| pose, hitting occasional highlights | 


and drawing an occasional laugh. | 
shortcomings it suffered 
were accentuated by the frequency | 
of the commercial breaks which | 
further impeded the flow of the} 
story 

It may have been the fault of 
the actors, or possibly it was a bad | 
print, but a good many of the) 
punchlines just weren't audible | 
and were lost in a mumble. Actors | 
from Harrison down seemed to} 
have extremely strong’ British ac- 
cents. There must have been con- 


‘siderable cutting since it’s hard to 


believe that producers Sidney Gil-! 


| apparently 


| singer, 


But it was so smoothly covered up 
by Miss Page’s ad libbing, that the 
fluff may have been built into the 
script. 


Nelson was spotlighted in a 
fancy hoofing sequence pegged 
jonto a mardi gras celebration. 
Pangborn and Wrigley were on 


too briefly to do anything signifi- 
cant. Closer was a rousing ride 
by the whole company on ‘“Juke- 
box Saturday Night.” Herm. 





JEAN MARTIN 
With The Honeydreamers 
Producer: Colby Ruskin 
15 Mins., Sat. 11 p.m. 
CHOCK FULL O’NUTS 
WABC, N.Y. 

(Grey) 

Jean Martin, long associated with 
the telecasts sponsored by Chock 
Full o’ Nuts, shows a lot of in- 
fluences. Stylistically and architec- 
turally, she’s related to Marilyn 
Monroe and The Continental. It’s 
a startling and perhaps too obvious 
a combination especially at the 11 
p.m. segment. 

Miss Martin is given some elabo- 
rate production and lighting. In 
the latter department, there’s a 
constant accent on her’ physical 
attributes. Her songs are selected 
for their pash value. 
She sometimes gives off a femme 
fatale facade. 

Miss Martin is a fair enough 
but any special merit is 
obscufed by her preoccupation with 
the physical side of the show... 
She’s given vocal support by The 
Honeydreamers and musical back- 
ground is okay. co 

The plugs on behalf of the firm's 
packaged coffee are fairly numere- 
ous for a 15-minute layout. Some- 
times it’s surprising how long @ 
quarter-hour show can be. Jose, 
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Out-of-Town Statio 


ns Get a NY. 


Pressagent Yen to Court Spot Biz 





With the national spot 
becoming more and more im- 
portant in local radio operation 
concurrent with the national-dollar 
decline of the networks, and with 
television becoming equally com- 
petitive in the national spot arena, 
stations are creating a new breed 
along Madison Ave. The new- 
comers. are old-fashioned New 
York pressagents, but they ve got 
a new coat-of-arms, bearing the 
legend “Special promotions.” 

What it all means is that a select 
circle of vet trade publicity men 
are for the first time acquiring 
clients in the form of out-of-town | 
stations, all looking for that Madi- 
son Ave.-entombed national spot 
dollar and retaining the promotion 
boys to help ’em get it. The station 
rep isn't enough, it’s pointed out; 
publicity-promotion boys versed in 
showmanly presentation and trade- 
paper knowhow are needed to 
make one station stand out above 
another in its market. 

In radio, it’s largely a case of 
pitting one music-and-news station 
against another, and may the one 
employing a N. Y. promotion man 
win. Local radio has weathered 
the television storm and is doing 
better than ever. But in terms of 
the ever-growing and increasingly 
important national spot biz, one 
music-and-news station is much 
like another to the agency eye 
unless a smart publicity man can 
make it look different via personal 
contact and tradepaper stories. In 





dollar¢-—— 


ABC RADIO PATTERN 


INVITES AYEM COIN 


ABC Radio’s new morning sales 
patterns, involving opening and 
closing announcements’ on _ its 
drama vehicles and_ five-minute 
sales on “Breakfast Club,” con- 
tinues to pay off, with three new 
sponsors on “Breakfast” and two 
newcomers to “When a Girl Mar- 
ries,” 

New to “Breakfast Club” are 
Frigidaire, which via the Kudner 
agency is taking on three five-min- 
ute periods a week; Milner Prod- 
ucts, via Gordon Best, one five- 
minuter a week; and Sandura Co., 
two a week, via Hicks & Greist. 
“When a Girl Marries” will have 
Frigidaire sponsoring opening seg- 
ments on Wednesdays, while Car- 
ter Products, through SSC&B, 
takes on opening segments Mon- 
day and Fridays. 


Westinghouse Strike 


Factor in Banner Oct. 
Radio Billings in Pitt. 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 8. 
Radio in Pittsburgh chalked up 
the biggest month in its history, 
in point of sales, during October. 





—— 
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WRITERS GUILD MEETING 


Hugh Herbert to Preside in N. Y. | 
Nov. 19-20 








| 
Semi-annual meeting of the na- 4444444 


ee a ek ae, tN New Wome Teer... 


America will be held Nov. (19-20, 
in N. Y., with national chairman; (CBS Radio prexy Arthur Hull Hayes and v.p. Jim Seward back after 
on Sr —— = confabs on the Coast, with program veep Howard Barnes continuing 
“a from WGA West will his tour of web's affiliates . . . WRCA’s college classroom kick re- 
be its prexy, Edmund Hartmann; sumes ... Dr. Douglas H. Ewing (labs), Charles P. Baxter (RCA Vic. 
screen writer prez Daniel Tara-| tor-Ty) and James M. Téney (RCA Victor-Radio and Victoria Div.) 
dash; tv prexy David Dortort; ‘aild ‘named v.p.’s ... Helen Sioussat, CBS talks director, named member 
pele g fea — aia |of planning board of Committee on Community Relations . . . Marian 
| Carr on NBC’s “Hotel for Pets” Nov. 9 to 11... Mrs. Lou Gehrig io 
guest on CBS-‘“Make Up Your Mind” in behalf of muscular dystrophy 
drive...Jo Ranson, WMGM flack boss, serving on public information 
committee of Brooklyn Red Cross ... Archie Bleyer and The Chor- 


e 9 ° 
Tidewater's Nix 
dettes did latest Mutual “Phonorama” guest stint... For Monday’s (7) 


2 , “Report to the People,’ WMCA went after the commuter with A. C, 
OW to risco (Exurbanite) Spectorsky, Wesportian (Conn.) author Worth Tuttle Hed- 
iden and N. Y. C. attorney George Hourwich exchanging views on rus- 
oj Jov | ticity ... WQXR is on a tape kick, latest being reproduction of 
x San Francisco, Nov. 6. | “Fidelio” performance at Saturday’s Vienna opera reopening ‘after 
Tidewater Associated Oil Co., ' years of occupation). Tape will be heard here on the 13th... Arnold 
‘which had been picking up the | Hartley; WOV exec, was in on presentation of prizes to city high. 
‘tab on radiocasts and televising of | schoolers of Italo decent for essays on “how” their ancestors came 
Frisco area basketball for years,! from Europe to N. Y. ... Jerry Colonna, Joan Leslie into tonight's 
has pulled out of sponsorship. | (Wed.) “Family Theatre,” and next show will star Gene Lockhart .. , 
Result of decision is that basket-| Willys Motors underwrote WMCA's entire election coverage yesterday 
ball may not be televised at all|...WWRL (‘(L. I.) lauded by N. Y. Federation of the Union of Hebrew 
in Northern California this season Congregations for its five-year old “‘Temple Hour”... . 
and may get only minimal radio} Qn hand to help Jack Sterling mark his seventh anni on the WCBS 
coverage. : | waker-upper was Dr. Frank Stanton, CBS prexy, among others... 
Involved are two Pacific Coast | Lanny Ress pacted for Joe Cotten’s, Atlanta nitery, starting Nov. 28 
Conference teams, U. of California; || WCBS sales mgr. Henry Untermeyer back after a month on the Coast 
and Stanford, and five members of |, |. Ivor Denes has resigned as supervisor of station payments nad 
the California Basketball Associa-| traffic administration of CBS. 
>. ae le Labs te WMCA tonight (Wed.) will front Mrs. Ruby Hurley, NAACP re- 
ple Sen 7 ve State ral rs ara | gional secretary, on its “Challenge” series to unveil “unknown aspects” 
on ee es of the Mississippi Till murder case... Mutual and Federal Civil De- 
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Tidewater had sponsored radio- 


casts for 20 years, television for 
last four years. Hal Deal, the com- 


fense Administration are holding meetings here (yesterday through 
Thurs.) to establish technical and program operations adjusted to the 


television, there’s the entire field 
of independent or station-time 
programming via film, with loads 
of rating histories, ete., just dying 
to be told. 

Indicative of the growing trend 
was the inking last week of such 
a pact between WHODH, the top 
Boston indie operated by Bill Mc- 
Grath, and Alan (Bud) Brandt, 
who recently ankled WNEW, 
N. Y., to set up his own shop. 
Brandt also signed a similar deal 
right in N. Y. with WMGM, his 


pany taking as many spots as it 
can get every day on local stations 
to present its side of the case. 


Other factors also entered into 
the picture, however, with a gen- 
eral lift from consumer goods out- 
fits all over town suddenly going 
on a buying spree. As a matter of 
fact, Westinghouse with a stand- 
ing order of 20 announcements 
daily on practically every station 


This was due in great part to the! 
Westinghouse strike, with the com- | 


new “Civil Defense Network” status. . 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Caroline Burke, back from a trip around the world, was assigned by 
Albert McCléery as producer in charge of special projects for NBC’s 
Matinee Theatre. Next week she’ll be back at her home base in N. Y. 
to prepare for eastern originations of the midday color strip ... ABC’s 
Earl Hudson told Hollywood Ad Clubbers the results of his 250-family 
survey on the likes and dislikes of commercials ... That figure at the 
wheel of an open Thunderbird and almost buried in a heavy overcoat 
skimming our bouls was no figure at all. It was “Pat” Weaver... For 
his Noy. 12 show Jimmy Durante will double up on guestars with both 
Jeanie Carson and Peter Lawford signing in... Chet Huntley east for 


pany’s sales promotion manager, 
said games were dropped because | 
“we felt it too expensive to under- 
write basketball on what, for us, 
is off-season ... this is the wrong 
end of the year to push the sale 
of our products, people use their 
cars most intensively during spring 
and summer.” 


TCA BUYS HONOLULU 
STATIONS FOR 7506 








erstwhile competitor, to supple- 
ment the publicity operation of 
Joe Ranson at the station. Simi- 
larly, ex-WRCA-WRCA-TV public- 
ity topper Phil Dean (now han- 
dling WINS, N. Y.) has set up 
special representation operations 
for WABI and WABI-TV in Ban- 


folk, the latter being a UHF opera- 
tion. Jo Dine & Alan Kalmus have 
as clients in their publicity port- 
folio Jerome Reeves’ WKRC-TV 
operation in Columbus, as a further 
example. 


Politicos Hop On 
Closed-Circuit TV 


Washington, Nov. 8. 

Theatre Network Television will 
become a tool of bigtime politics 
in 1956. The Republican National 
Committee has pacted the closed- 
circuit operation to tie together its 
nationwide “Salute to Eisenhower” 
dinners on Jan. 20. At least 75 
cities will be included in this GOP 
fund-raising affair for the Presi- 
dential campaign. 

The date will commemorate the 
third anniversary of Elsenhower’s 
inaugural. This will be the first 
use of closed circuit tv for political 
campaigning. Most recently, TNT 
fed the Marciano-Moore heavy- 
weight championship prize fight to 
theatres from coast to coast. TNT } 
has been used by the Government 
in the past to train volunteer work- 
ers for civil defense. 

Conrad Hilton is chairman in 
charge of the closed-circuit televi- 
sion arrangements. 


Settle Buff Strike 


Buffalo, Nov. 8. 

Stations WGR and WGR-TV 
vere back on the air at midweek 
tollowing a 40-hour strike which 
forced a shutdown of both. 

The new agreement with NABET 
which was worked out in around- 
the-clock negotiations gave ‘the 
four personnel units made up of 
engineers, programming workers, 
producers-directors and custodians 
an average weekly pay increase of 
$6.25, increased severance pay 
and full payment by the stations 
of premiums for $7,000 life in- 
surance for each employee. 























hasn’t been able to buy that many 
in a number of cases due to long- 
range ‘commitments 
sources. 


general reduction in spot prices as 

another reason for the sudden up- 
TURC. - we. | Surge in business and also to the 

gor, Me., and WVEC-TV in Nor fact that money 

television has generally gone beg- 


the only VHF outlet here and the 
channel lockea tight for months 
to come. There simply isn’t any- 
thing available there, so prospec- 
tive sponsors ale turning again to 
radio. 


ed an alltime hgh in its 25-year 
‘history; station, of course, is own- 
|ed by Westinghouse and has been 
eating up the strike spots. 


from other 


Los Angeles, Nov. 8. 
Teleyision Corp. of America has 





Broadcasting execs point to the 


earmarked for 


ging, what with KDKA-TV still 


For KDKA radio, October mark- 





Chrysler’s Turkey Day 
Parade Buy on ABC-TV 


Chrysler Corp. has placed its 
first piece of business on ABC-TV, 
a 45-minute Thanksgiving Day pa- 
rade pickup from Detroit. Auto- 
maker, via McCann-Erickson, will 
bankroil the J. L. Hudson depart- 
ment store parade from the Motor 
City at 10:15-11 a.m. This will be 
followed at noon by the General 
Tire-sponsored Detroit Lions - 
een Bay Packers pro football 
tilt. 

McCann-Erickson placed the or- 


ciosed deal for acquisition of sta- 
tion KULA and KULA-TV, Hono- 
lulu, for slightly under $750,000, 
subject to approval of the FCC. 

Property is being taken over 
from Pacific Frontier Broadcast- 
ing and deal was brokered by Al- 
bert Zugsmith, who also closed for 
sale of radio station KRKD, L.A., 
last week to Continental Telecast- 
ing Corp., both of which new firms 
he is a partner. 

Jack Burnett, partnered in TCA 
also with Richard Simonton and 
Arthur B. Hogan, remains in his 
present post as KULA vp-general 
manager. 





Motorola’s Record Biz 


Chicago, Nov. 8. 

Motorola’s third quarter sales hit 
a record volume of $60,685,113 
with earnings of $1,940,847, equal 
to $1 a share. Electronic firm’s 
nine-month sales were $153,978,232 
up 10° over the same period last 
year with a net of $4,885,848, a 6°% 
increase. 

Motorola prexy Paul Galvin com- 
mented the company is continuing 
to sell color'receivers “‘but not in 
great volume,” on the premise 
such units remain a luxury item. 
He predicted “the big volume mar- 
ket in color sets is still two to 





der. 








three years away.” 








Latinos Give It 


and hear. 
Julian Betanoz, programming 


Castros complained that U., 
back-to-back. “One mystery 
few minutes commercial break,” 
be little variety.” 

The pair was here along with 





ship of the State Department, 


radio, said: “Our radio is competing with no one, yours is. 
your stations seem to carry far too many network shows while 
ignoring the local side of things. Your commercials grate on me, 
but I suppose you learn to ignor 

Jose Aleida Castros, Brazilian commercial tv producer, said: 
“You use too many old films on tv. We use only about a half-hour 
of filmed material a day. We can put on a good medium-budget 
‘live’ show for the price of a couple of films.” 


show 


To Us Straight 


Detroit, Nov. 8. 


Two South American radio and tv Jeaders have taken a critical 
look at North American wavelengths and don’t like what they see 


director of Argentina’s national 
All 


e them after a while.” 


S. networks used similar shows 
follows another with just a 


he said, adding, ‘‘there seems to 


13 other radio-tv specialists from 


1] foreign countries who are touring the nation under §ponsor- 


talks with Davidson Taylor on NBC’s coverage of the political cone 
ventions .. . Bob Wood, new manager of NBC continuity acceptance, 
staffed up with John Bushnell, Lorne Williamson, John Graves and 
Bill Newman... “Task force” of five from So. Cal. Broadcasters flew 
to Hawaii to tape a series of progress for the Navy to commemorate 
the sneak attack on Pearl Harbor. In the group were Norman Ostby, 
Lloyd Sigmon, Howard Gray, Cal Smith and Stu Wilson .. . George 
Burns took time out from his tv operations to make a personal at a 


— store to autograph his autobiography, “I Love Her, That’s 
y ry." 


IN CHICAGO ... 


ABC veep Red Quinlan in Gotham for a week of homeoffice con- 
ferences . . . Ditto NBC-TV sales veep Ed Hitz . . . Ken Dobbs, ex- 


NBC-TV director in New York, checked in as a WBBM production 
staffer . . . ABC-TV network chief Jim Beach and WBKB producer 
Bob Brown on the mend after surgery . .. WBBM to air the midwest 
premiere of the “Guys & Dolls” pie at the Chicago Friday night (11) 
with Howard Miller at the mike ... John Harper new D'Arcy time 
buyer ... John Ponic, formerly with Fawcett Publications, new at the 
ABC-TV sales department filling the slot vacated by Bill Gillogly now 
the web’s eastern sales manager ... Chuck Acree back on WBBM with 
his “Something to Talk About” tidbits ... Ken Snyder joined Need- 
ham, Louis & Brorby’s radio-tv shop after a hitch as tele director at 
Stockton-West-Burkhart . . . Charles Besosa and William Quinn new 
radio-tv veepees at the A. C. Nielsen research firm... Ron Terry has 
revamped the format on his Tuesday night WGN-TV spread along 
polka party lines . . . Glassner & Assocs. public relations outfit hired 
on a two-month trial basis to handle service details of the Broadcast 
Advertising Club... Bill Beauchamp new staffer at the ABC ad-pro- 
motion-publicity office . . . Donald Hockstein joined Tatha-Laird as 
a writer-producer . . . Clark Kelsey Jr., fresh out of the air force, 
signed on with the WBBM sales promotion research staff... Redd 
Stewart split off from PeeWee King’s barndance group to launch his 


= hayloft shindig Thursday nights WBBM-TV for Grand Central 
Jotors, 


IN PITTSBURGH .. . 


‘Bill Burns, KDKA-TV newscaster, went under knife at Merey Hos- 
pital to have a nodule on his vocal chords removed and Ray Scott is 
filling in for him on the night news at 11 o’clock and Carl Ide pinch- 
hitting in the noon slot... Art Stein, WWSW publicity director, has 
resigned to go into the real estate business with the firm of Keeling 
& Floto .. : Morningside Lodge of the Sons and Daughters of Italy 
honored Josie Carey, of WQED “Children’s Corner,” at a testimonial 
dinner, and proceeds, at her request, were turned over to educational 
channel’s campaign fund ... Pat O’Connell, tv announcer and wife of 
Ed Kiely, publicity director for Steelers football team, has a late win- 
ter date with the stork ... Jean Connelly subbing for Florence Sando 
on “Woman’s Angle” over Channel 2 while Miss Sando spends a tew 
days in New York . . . Joseph Quinlin, tenor, is being inserted for 


quarter-hour every Monday, Wednesday arid Friday at 5:15 in the Jay 
Michael platter show on WCAE. 


IN DETROIT ... 


, New shows on WXYZ-TV: “My Little Margie,” “Secret File USA,” 
| Annie Oakley,” “Jungle Jim,” “Gangbusters,” “Trouble with Father” 
and “The Explorers,” hosted by George Pierrot and other world ad- 
| venturists with a camera... Joe Penberty, of WJR’s “Melody Rounds 
| up” show, has now counted 31 misspellings of his name on letters from 
_admirers—ranging from Pin Bertha to Penbirthday to Pemburger ... 
Jean Loach, hostess on WXYZ-TV’s “Heart Throb Theatre, has opened 
a hotel jewelry counter as a sideline .., Margaret Firth is saying and 
demonstrating “It's Fun to Reduce” over WWJ-TV -«- Ed Sullivan was 
(Continued on page 34) 
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| INDIE PRODUCERS BACK IN BIZ 





~ Sapphire’s Big Sea-Going Studio 


Moulin Productions, the theatrical production outfit making the 
$4.500,000 “Moby Dick” feature, has found a new source for writ- 


ing off some of its production 


costs, namely, the tv-film ficid. 


Case in point is Moulin’s complete sea-going package, comprising 
4 160-foot sloop, two longboats, three dinghys and a 30-foot model 


of the sloop for interior shooting. 


Entire kit-and-kaboodle has been 


purchased by Sapphire Films, the British telefilm production out- 
fit, for its upcoming series on Sir Henry Morgan, the 17th Cen- 
tury British buccaneer which Official Films will distribute in 


the U. S. 


Terms of the purchase weren't disclosed, but Sapphire will have 
to appropriate some coin to change the sloop from a 19th Century 


whaler to a 17th Century frigate. 


Ship has a generator which 


supplies lighting for the cameras, but is otherwise stripped inside. 
It’s to be moored off the Cornwall coast, where Sapphire has also 
been granted the use of a castle overlooking the harbor for shoot- 
ing purposes, Official Films prez Hal Hackett and exec v.p. Herb 
Jaffe plane to Britain tomorrow (Thurs.) for pre-production hud- 
dles with Sapphire producer Hannah Weinstein, who will be in 


charge of the series. 








Daytime for Rerun 


of Web Shows, 


Nighttime for Firstruns: Hackett 





A definite pattern of operations + 


covering the sale of network re- 
run properties as compared with 
firstrun-for-syndication shows is be- 
ginning to establish itself in the 
film syndication business, in the 
opinion of Official Films prez Hal 
Hackett. The pattern as it shapes 
up, Hackett states, will see most 
network rerun properties moving 
into daytime use in syndication, 
leaving the tough nighttime hours 
free for new firstrun shows. 
Hackett bases his opinion on 
Official’s experience thus far with 
the “My Little Margie” series, 
which Official has been pitching 
for use as a daytime strip with 
a good deal of success. He feels 
that the larger rerun packages 
(‘‘Margie’”’ comprises 126 episodes) 
can help bolster daytime program- 
ming on a strip basis, yet at a per- 
show cost that can beat most live 
local offerings because of the vol- 
ume involved. Obviously, he states, 
the heavier type of network re- 
runs, particularly “blood and 
thunder” series, won’t be greeted as 
warmly for daytime use, but most 
general drama and comedy series 
are ideally suited for such use. 
On the cost basis, Official’s deal 
with WCBS-TV, N. Y., on the 
“Margie” series offers an example 
of how a volume deal can give sta- 
tions a low per-showing cost. The 
CBS-TV flagship paid out a total of 
$225,000 for 126 pix at five runs 
each, or a total of 630 showings, 
which amounts to about $360 per 
pic per run. In New York, you 
just can’t do a live show for that 
kind of money. And although the 
$360 is well below the ordinary 


(Continued on page 37) 


Guedel Signs For 
New TPA Series 


Television Programs of Ameri- 
ca’s “let’s make like United Art- 
ists” telefilm financing-production 
pattern got further impetus last 
week when John Guedel signed 
with TPA to produce a new mys- 
tery series, “One False Step. 
Guedel will produce, with TPA’s 
Leon Fromkess as exec producer, 
While TPA finances, distributes 
and is partnered in the venture. 
Series, an anthology with a per- 
manent host, rolls next month. 

Guedel is the third indie pro- 
ducer to sign coproduction deals 
With TPA in the past two weeks, 
Others being Four Star Produc- 
tions, Which repped by Don 
Sharpe, signed for a coproduction 
deal on the “Stage Seven” series, 
and Jack Chertok, who will film 

Tugboat Annie” for TPA under a 
Partnership arrangement. Deal, an 
unusual one for Guedel, who's con- 
centrated in the past on quiz and 
audience - participation shows, 
marks TPA’s eleventh property. 
Additionally, the firm will now 
‘ave One of the busiest production 
Slates on the Coast, what with 
gpnnle.! “Stage Seven,” “False 
ri al Count of Monte Cristo,” 
i ury” and “Lassie” all currently 
N production, 





3 New NTA Veeps 


National Telefilm Associates has 
given v.p. stripes to three of its 
execs, two of them regional sales 
toppers and a third a homeoffice 
board member. Two sales toppers 
sporting stripes are E. Johnny 
Graff, midwest sales chief, and Ed- 
ward M. Gray, Coast sales director. 

Homeoffice exec is the firm’s sec- 
retary - assistant treasurer - board 
member, Mrs. Edythe Rein. 


NTA Merger With 
AAP Called Of: 
‘Makes No Sense’ 


National Telefilm Associates’ of- 
fer to assume tv distribution of 
Associated Artists Productions’ fea- 
ture catalog was aborted when lat- 
ter decided “it finally made no 
sense.” Though Ely Landau, NTA 
president, was talking distribution 
of current AAP properties, AAP 
intended remaining in the “acqui- 
sition, financing and production” 
of films, and now that the “mer- 
ger” is a dead issue, company has 
reaffirmed fact that it is shortly 
to start throwing its own coin be- 
hind new tv celluloid. 

The NTA offer, which a com- 
pany spokesman said bogged down 
under ‘‘many complexities,” would 
have taken AAP completely out of 
tv film distribbing. But with the 
cessation of talks, Eliot Hyman, 
AAP boss, is taking steps to ex- 
pand his sales force via addition 
of several freelance salesmen to his 
fulltime sales staff of nine. 

AAP reports sales have jumped 
300° this quarter over last, but 
whether that puts the company into 
the credit column was, not dis- 
closed. In recent weeks, AAP has 
closed overseas tv deals in the 
Philippines, Cuba, Australia and 
England. Since the Aussie video 
market isn’t expected to come into 





were with 
(Continued on page 36) 


WILSON’S 10-MARKET 


pacts 





Guild Films has come up with 





| new “I Spy” 
|Raymond Massey. 
ithe meatpacking firm, has made its 
first program buy after restricting 


key markets. Wilson is reportedly 
negotiating for additional cities to 
be added once the initial 10 are 
cleared. 

Wilson will sponsor in Oklahoma 


Dallas, Amarillo, Tampa, Buffalo, 
Cedar Rapids and Birmingham. 
Deal, set via the Needham, Louis 
& Brorby agency in Chi, brings the 





DUAL WINDFALL 


Future never looked brighter 
for the independent telefilm pro- 
ducer than it does today. In two 
key areas, financing for new film 
properties and marketing of the 
films once they're produced, the 
indie has been given a new lease 
on life. Two key sources over the 
past couple of weeks have been 
responsible, the ABC-TV net- 
work and the new financing-distri- 
bution structure of 
Programs of America. 


In both cases, the independent 
is offered financing under a part- 
nership arrangement, and an out- 
let for his product. At ABC-TV, 
the web is operating under the 
theory that it can’t array the crea- 
tive manpower that the indies col- 
lectively can offer. Result is financ- 
ing for a pilot, and if that is sold, 
partnership in the property with 
exposure on the network. In the 
case of TPA, the theory is the 
same, and so is its operation, ex- 
cept that the exposure may be 
syndication rather than network, 
although half the new indie prop- 


at network exposure. 


List of the producers signed to 
partnership arrangements over the 
past two weeks gives an indication 
of the scope of the revitalization 
of the independents. ABC-TV has 
inked Jack Chertok, Desilu, Lou 


Star Productions and John Gibbs. 
TPA has signed Chertok, Four 
Star and John Guedel. There are 


sources. 


The. ABC-TV and TPA plans 
strike right at the heart of the 
two key roadblocks to the expan- 
sion of independent telefilm pro- 
duction, financing and distribution 
(same problems pertain in the the- 
atrical field). In the past, the indie, 
with little in the way of resources 
except his own creative talent, has 
been hard-put to raise the coin to 
put a new telefilm project into the 
works. And once he has done so, 
he’s found what nearly amounts 
to a stone wall at the networks, 
and in most cases has had to turn 
to syndication as an alternative 
Couple of years ago this resulted 
in an over-supply of syndicated 
properties that cued a _ pricecut- 
ting war, and the syndication dis- 
tribs, having become wary, stopped 
taking on new properties and stuck 
to reruns. This in turn cut off an- 
other distribution or marketing 
source, and for the past year the 
indie has had a tough road to hoe. 
The new ABC and TPA projects 
in the course of only a couple of 
weeks have changed the Gownbeat 
picture drastically, 


OF's 5006 Biz 
In 4-Day Span 








City, Tulsa, Memphis, Pittsburgh, | 


market total on “I Spy” up to 42. | 


Official Films wrapped up the 
largest single sales week in its his- 
tory last frame, turning over gross 


its own for at least a year, AAP’s| sales of $500,000 in a four-day peri- 
various Anzac! od. Accounting for nearly half the 


total (actually about $225,000) was 
a single sale, that of the 126 “My 
Little Margie’ pix to WCBS-TV, 
the CBS-TV flagship in N. Y., un- 
der a two and one-half year deal 


é ¢ , rie es 
PURCHASE ON ‘I SPY’) :sstsie,%e, Bays Pr = 


WCBS-TV hasn't decided on a 


its first major regional deal on its/ time slot or starting date for the 


| 


series, which stars | films, but is planning to use them 
Wilson & Co.,{ in an afternoon strip pattern. 


Sta- 
|'tion has until next September to 
| start using the films, but a decision 


itself to spot announcements with | will likely be made before then. | 
the purchase of the series for 10 | Understood the station bought the 


| package on the basis of its success 
'on WCAU-TV in _ Philadelphia, 
| where in its first month as a strip, 

it took top rating position from 
| signon till 5 p.m. 





More TV Film News 
On Page 31 








Television | 


erties thus developed will be aimed | 


Edelman, Sheldon Reynolds, Four | 


more such deals to come from both 











TV Pilots in Reverse 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 
Three features are being readied 





| tention that they will serve as “tv 
| pilots in reverse,” to showcase the 
| properties as_ potential 
| series. Tors currently produces 
| the “Science Fiction Theatre” tele- 
' film series for Ziv-TV. 

The three projects, to which 
'Tors has assigned scripters, are 
| Slated to roll next summer during 
|a break in his telesked. One fea- 
|ture dives below the surface to 
| deal with atomic submarines, an- 
|} other is an aviation story and the 
i last deals with zoology. 
'a theatrical fiim release deal with 
| UA, but has set no release date on 
any of the three projects as yet. 





Benny Goodman s 
Reactivated Orch 
As Vidpix Series 


MCA-TV is proposing Benny 
Goodman as star of one of its 
forthcoming syndicated  vidfilm 
productions. Though the company 
already has 28 series on sale, they 
want new properties despite the 
ruggedness of the syndication sit- 
uation today, and the threefold 
| wisdom of a skein led by the mu- 
| sician is said to make it one of the 
|more likely prospects at present. 

Musical show, with Goodman re- 
'activating his orch, can be budg- 
|eted at so low a figure that the 
{necessity of rerun or foreign tele- 
| pix sales can be immeasurably les- 
isened. MCA is reported extremely 
| happy with 
another musical show fronting Guy 
| Lombardo. Thirdly Goodman's life 





story is being released soon as a} 


Universal feature film, which 
should provide some heavy free 
promotion in bolstering the tv 
show’s acceptability. 

MCA has theories, some already 
put to use, about producing tv film 
that coincide neatly with Goodman 
plans. It’s said the firm 
lense Goodman in N. Y. just as it 
did Lombardo; 
the shooting technique developed 
for Lombardo, only 
regular film cameras 
Mont’s Electronicam. 

Lombardo’s system brought 
home many of the bandsman’s 
stanzas for as little as $14,000 each, 
a saving of at least $7-8,000° over 
most other half-hour productions. 
Though there is little adequate 


with Du- 





transporters, labs, ete., here is 
'found by many industryites to re- 
|sult in money and time savings 
lover the Coast. More important 
'from MCA'’s point of view, the 
| Lombardo pix taught the syndica- 
+tor how to shoot several sequences 
| from different half-hours at one 
(Continued on page 36) 
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‘PIMPERNEL’ YANKED 
OUT OF SYNDICATIO 


Official Films 
| British-produced 


has pulled its 
“Scarlet Pimper- 


nel” out of syndication after sev- 
eral weeks of selling. Firm will 
put the Marius Goring starrer up 


‘for national sale, holding it out for 
a network deal for several months 
at the least. Official exec v.p. Herb 
Jaffe said the move was made be- 
cause “we've tound that ftirstrun 
properties aren't moving on the 
syndication market today.” 

In the event that the Harry Alan 
Towers package isn't sold on a na- 
|tional basis, Jaffe said, it will be 
‘returned to syndication in time 
for the fall selling season. He 
pointed out that Official got its 
prints in September, too late for a 
, strong sales effort for this fall, 


by producer Ivan Tors, with the in- | 


vidpix | 


Tors has | 


sales and ratings on | 


would | 
it would also use } 


supplanting | 


studio space in N. Y., the accumu- | 
lated attitude of politicos, unions, | 


| ABC-TV & TPA Britain May Slap Embargo On 
Filmed TV Shows 


From U.S. 


London, Nov. 8. 

| As Britain’s economic crisis 
shows signs of deepening and the 
drain on the nation’s gold and 
dollar reserves continues, there is 
growing concern here at the pos- 
| Sibility of the Government impos- 
ing an embargo on the free impor- 
| tation of filmed tv programs from 


| the United States. 

It has now come to light that in 
recent exchanges between the 
Board of Trade and the U. S. State 
Department, there have been sug- 
gestions that the import of telepix 
should come under the umbrella 
of the Anglo-American film agree- 
| ment, and that remittances should 
be brought under the same control. 
| These suggestions, it is understood, 

were unconditionally rejected on 
| behalf of the American film inter- 
ests who insist that their pact is 
specifically designed to deal with 
motion pictures intended for the- 
atrical release. 

| They claim that when their first 
| monetary agreement was. settled 
back in 1948 the question of tele- 
pix imports from America was 
never an issue; and if it had be- 
| come an issue today, it was a mat- 
iter for the tv producers to make 
their own settlement with the 
| Board of Trade and the Treasury. 
Although there are no available 
| details of the cost of imported tv 
a, the amount has risen 
| substantially since the inauguration 
of commercial television in Lon- 
don, and is likely to increase even 
more when the new web extends 
to the provinces in the New Year 
and eventually spans the country. 

The use of American filmed pro- 
|grams by the commercial outlet 
| although restricted by an unoffi- 
| cial quota arrangement, has 
| prompted BBC-TV to import more 
|from the States, all of which is 
, adding to the dollar strain on 
| Treasury resources. 
| Among the key imported pro- 
{grams on both networks are “I 
| Love Lucy,” “Dragnet,” the Amos 


j 
| 
| 








i'n’ Andy series and “I Married 
Joan.” Latter two are aired on 
| BBC-TY. 





Guild’s 9-Month 
Profit $283,100 


Guild Films has amassed a net 
|} income for the nine months ended 
| Aug. 31 of $283,100, based on gross 
| income of $5,056,986 for the period. 
| Profit, which includes a tax re- 
!fund provision of $63,000, repre- 
sents an alltime high for the com- 
pany, as does the gross income, a 
reflection of billings for the period. 
Information is contained in a 
|letter to stockholders from Guild 
prez Reub Kaufman. Kaufman also 
reported that the upbeat trend has 
continued into the present quar- 
ter. Letter contained no break- 
down on billings, but it’s under- 
stood that the Warner’ Bros. 
“Looney Tunes” cartoons account- 
ed for more than $2,000,000 of the 
$5.000.000 total. Other shows con- 
tributing heavily were “Liberace” 
and “Confidential File.” 
Profit-and-loss statement shows 
| gross income as $5,056,986, less de- 
ductions of $3,749,808. with net .in- 





| 
| 


}come as $1,307,178. From this is 
deducted operating expenses of 
$1,103,244, for a profit from op- 
lerations of $203.934 Other in- 
come adds $16,167 to the total, 
with the provision for refund of 


federal income tax bringing the en- 
tire net to $283,101. Statement 
shows current assets of $3,685,485 
and current liabilities of $1,938,- 
806, leaving a working capital of 
$1,746,679. 


MOVIETONE’S HOLIDAY SHOWS 

United Press Movietone is ready- 
ing its annual “Cavalcade” and 
“Sports Review” programs for the 
Christmas and New Year’s markets. 
Shows, each a_ half-hour, cover 
highlights in news and sports Gur- 
ling 1955 and are available as com- 
mercial entries. 

Pair will be ready 
jon Dec. 15. 


for shipment 
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NBC MATINEE THEATER, 


the show that is giving afternoon TV a spectacular 

new look, premiered on October 31. Before the show 4% 

was three days old, ten national advertisers had 

—— bought a total of 657 participations... amounting to a 
s ) $5,500,000. It was the greatest vote of confidence : 


from advertisers in the history of Daytime TV. 


NBC MATINEE THEATER has already more than justi- 


fied its sponsors’ faith. The first returns are in. The 








a 


critics have spoken. And here is a small sampling of 
what they’ve said: 


Jack Gould, N. Y. Times, November 1: “. . . house 
wives couldn’t believe their eyes. Matinee could givé 
an evening’s performance on anybody's network. 
. . .@ significant contribution to the evolution of 4 
more mature TV.” 


Jack O'Brian, N. Y. Journal-American, Novembet 


1: “... by far the best daytime drama so far on TV. 
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i November 1: “A full hour of quality drama bound to 


please the housewife... An honest, intelligent series, 
slickly written, stylishly acted, and in radiant, com- 


patible color...” 


Bob Hull, Los Angeles Herald Express, November 1: 
“First reaction from Los Angeles residents who called 
this office boils down to one thing. Well done...” 


Glenna Syse, Chicago Sun Times, November 1: 
“(Matinee) looks as if it might keep the Missus out 
of the kitchen long enough each afternoon to incite 








real havoc with the evening dinner menu.” 


No wonder that for year- 


round advertising, and EDT CD) NBC 


for special campaigns 


iy Corinne ee MATINEE 
) THEATER 


Monday thru Friday, 3-4 P.M., EST. 


on NBC TELEVISION 
a service of eA) 


advertisers look to 











: 30 TV-FILMS LARIETY Wednesday, November 9, 1955 





— 





VARIETY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated and National Spot Film Chart 





VARIETY'S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na- 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bureau 
on a monthly basis. Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 top-rated 
film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. All 
ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 


This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- 
tion about film in each market, which can be used by distributors, agencies, 
stations and clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed 
show in the specific market. Attention should be paid to time—day and 





time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 
time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
have a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with cor. 
responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre- 
viations and symbols are as follows: (Adv), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 
(Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; 
(Myst), mystery; (Q), quiz; (Sp), sports; (W), western; (Wom), 
women’s. Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 
tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
distributors rep the national spot sponsor for whom the film is aired. 





TOP 10 PROGRAMS DAY AND 
AND TYFE STATION DISTRIB. TIME 


OCTOBER SHARE SETS - TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 
RATING (%) USE PROGRAM STA. RATING 
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NEW YORK Approx. Set Count—4,525,000 Stations— oor Sy’ er Gis b be a8} ee Us 

1. Guy Lombardo (Mus).........WRCA......... 2 Sey ee ere eee po ee | eee of ae er 31.2 | Early Show; Rain or Shine... WCBS ....... 9.6 

‘| CBS News; D. Edwards... WCBS ....... 9.6 

2. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv). WRCA......... ne Pri. TOG-T2O  seewewtes ELD . cceccaee - ) eer eee 32.5 | Early Show; Rain or Shine.. WCBS .......10.5 

CBS News; D. Edwards...WCBS ....... 10.5 

8. Sherlock Holmes (Myst)......WRCA......... UE SS A DAO C00-E2U Acielg esos ele: «oe see es BO otters 27.6 | Early Show; Rain or Shine..WCBS ....... 9.0 

CBS News; D. Edwards...WCBS ....... 9.0 

4. Superman. (Adv)........ vee), = See PigimMin@o0:.. 508s: DE. Be 06 dns FOF cheeses AA Oh eee bie eter 23:5 | Clupnouse Gane .-c'sis oss sau Wradeiesncsv» 5.1 

4: Gene Awiry (WW)... .9scecscw se WC. 5 Scrat: CBS «cc dive cess os ats 7:00-7:30 Regie eet ML SATs enc (arenav BO. 5S sis wees 29.9 | Playhouse 4....... gene's Seat «8 oe ee«. 6.0 

6. D. Fairbanks Presents (Dr)... WRCA......... Bes Wade ewsaa os Wee. TOFE AED veccesee GA cevciccews eee 43.91 US Steel Hour.....60cesr0% WU Sac ees: 23.1 

7. City Detective (Myst)......... i.) rer (ES akiueeeees «3 MO, DOM SOTe x. vecsers BO ss caveces ee ee 59.5 | Alfred Hitchcock Presents..WCBS ....... 23.7 
8. Looney Tunes (Ch).......... WABD c.cscksx Tc bak 85C Ss Mon.-Fri. 6:30-7:00 ...... | a] (Ere eee <4) | nn 24.4 | Various Competition........ 

9. Dangerous Assignment (Myst). WABC......... MR. yo /vlgs bind aurea Pri $6:530-212:00 caicciecs ce EP Oe J 54.9 | Person to Person..... Sains WE ss eawass 35.9 





CHICAGO Approx. Set Count—2,055,000 


Stations—WBBM (2), WNBQ (5), WBKB (7), WGN (9) 





1. Mayor of the Town (Com)....WNBQ......... 55 ys Wedge, eer Sat. TO:0O-1O290 iis oc oe ke sce eee NS Ee 50.4 | Stars en Parade. ...ovieans We <ecves 18.1 
2. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv). WNBQ......... SN: vies nuke bees es Sat. WODS-AES cccennsedt.disccsvcers ORs tece tare 41.8 |Stars on Parade....seceess WBKB ..cceee 8.6 
3. Racket Squad (Myst)......... | ren - PUES a aia aca evens eyo eee | re OLD. cae videce Dae Oe -GSROMON. 2c t.<s wgieeine« MIDE las awa’ 31.0 
6. Bae Gites CB)... cs dicdocas We scenes Ph aaa oar ales ws Fl errs: - ) errr ee ere 17.7 | Dr. Benjamin Spock........ WNBQ ....... 3.4 
§. Amos ’n’ Andy (Com)......... WBKB......... Sn sch atseases ss Prt. O:90-10:00 3 ccvccene BBB vctaceses Pees vaeeean 59.9 | Person to Person....... ‘aoe WE enews BOT 
TT S| 2 a, | re IRIE Renee Te Be kb bccn ce se soo 0h 0K LE tS een 62.8 | Make Room for Daddy...... WBKB .......19.2 
5. Biomnee (ilwe)......<aaceses RE CO ee EE ee eee ee 62.1 |US Steel Hour.......... Jos WEBM.. ..14.0. 8 
S. Death Volley Days (W). 1.00002 WREB....ccces. McCann-Erickson. . .Mon. 10:00-10:30 ...00. 21.2 .cccccess 208. ccvcccee 41.5|Standard News Roundup.... WBBM .,.....10.8 
In Town Tonight...... ven WME neces DOS 

©. Gupermam (Ady). ....-00ccccss WE: scceecs. Flamingo......... ak ea Os ceaeeine se eae kes oe re 15.0 | Feature: Film....... welewaes MUIR “ssaaces 2.8 
10. Highway Patrol (Adv)....... WBKB......... 1 EEE eS Thurs. BOO-G08 occ 6c BOM. ce cceeees ROSE ciciaa ete ee 54.1 | Lux Video Theatre..... Coes EE ee so ae lele'a's 24.2 








LOS ANGELES Approx. Set Count—1,985,000 


a “-KNXT (2), KRCA (4), KTLA (5), KABC (7), 
Statlons— KHY (9), KTTV (11), KCOP (13) 














T Meeee TIE (RIWas) | oc cncc caste EY s0dee vans Cae a ee FS orn = F Aen Rei |) ENRON A 54.0|Hometown Jamboree.......KTLA ....... 11.7 
2. Amos ’n’ Andy (Com) ........ 0) 5 ee eee re Sun. 5:30-6:00 ..cccceee 17.9. cccreces OOS: vcccvcee 26.4 iChet Huntley... .....ccceses Me. vcceess OF 
3. Confidential File (Doc).......KTTV.......... re Sun.9:30-10:00 ...c00.e L7G. ceseees are 52.7 | Alfred Hitchcock Presents.. KNXT .......13.3 
4. Waterfront (Adv)......... ee 3 Se ee ee Us 635k eda wee es Tues. 7:30-8:00 ..cccoee LTS cc seeees ae .. 52.4 | Warner Bros. Presents...... MM beets 11.2 
5. Life With Father (Com)...... a): ee REL Suska's ween aes Pri. FiOO-S:06 . cvciccénc cst @cciccds ee | Perr ers 45.3 | Buffalo Bill, Jr........ Seeds? Sessa 12.0 
DB; mamorman (AGV).. sis acaeee ee ses ban en PUROINSO ooo c ies «Bak. FT cccckanervac OE NSA I 45.5 |Hometown Jamboree........KTLA .......10.0 
7. My Little Margie (Com)...... 9 3 seer 2 Mon. 7:30-8:00 3 .ccccccs IBD. cevsees epee Me FP eee text sestesdde® 
S. Annie Oakley (W).....ccecee: Ss 9 4 ae Pee Ni Nab skevekneas Thurs. 7:00-7:38 wcocecce Pee Seiteves vee STS tities B7.. skixs pi beeckcaee siseeeckell 
9. Amos ’n’ Andy (Com)......... UN Si ba ae Oo Pe eer rre 706, TTI 2 casivexs lf Warr oN RS Per 58.4 | Eddie Cantor.......ee0. cece “sedeenste-s 
10. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv) KTTV......... ee eT Tues. 8:00-8:30 .ccccces> i Sern iia ee Daca OZ.6 i Martha Rave. occccccecseces EKRCA .cocce: 10.5 
DETROIT Approx. Set Count—!,470,000 Stations—WJBK (2), WWJ (4), WXYZ (7), CKLW (9) 
Bs 0 Led 3 Lives We). oi ccccses WIRE sawn Bs tse cvarnnaas Fri. 9:30-36:00 .cscacss . ae kA ee 44.0 | Cavalcade of Sports..... ee WW césneee 10.6 

| Red Barber’s Corner...... WWJ ....ee:- 10.6 

2. Badge 714 (Myst)............. + * Se a a 2 ile Sun. 10:00-10:30 ...000.. SS ee eee Oe LI «5 ok ows dna bas nent Wie. <éscee 16.0 
3. Highway Patrol (Adv)........ | At / 2 EE ORE, ee TUC8; O:BOsIODO 6. ccc0e: 1 a es es rr 48.2 | Studio Oe Oe omy es RO ae 21.2 
Ee Lee WWJ......... et see. Tues, 9:30-10:00 ....00-. ee MEM cc ueuaue 48.2 | Highway Patrol........ Sek ee ee 21.2 
5. Waterfront (Adv)............ 2 @ ¢ rere Be Ae ait rat, Tues.10:00-10:30 ....... lt Perey es | Terr et 39.1 | Tales of Tomorrow..... s+ 5 gat oe 11.1 
6. Amos ’n’ Andy (Com)......... Ns cseaswnen a ee » +» Wed, 10:00-10:30 ...60.. Dik cuvaade 63.8. cccscces 62.2317 Am the Law..issccsssees WIBK ..ceoce- 15.8 
7. IT Am the Law (Myst)........ i) eee! eee kamen Wed, 10:00-10:30 (veda wee kaa d Bs becakoes 42.2 | ATAOR "Rl" ANGY . vs0s20000d00 TWD nce nen ne 17.7 
8. Mr. District Attorney (Myst) .WWJ.......... DN hid So as Wa ch «+ Wd, 9:30-10:00 ...cccs, 2h Se DNs 6405s ae 55.4 | US Steel Hour.....ccccvee: WJBK .......28.0 
9. Confidential File (Doc) ......WWJ......... COTE, AR 0 RU, BeB0eTODG ni ccec cs hy re Bee 2 oo oa 61.1 | Ware DIY LINO... scccensss WJBK .....+-39-7 
9. Soldiers of Fortune (Adv).....  S * ee LM eeyereveerrer, me. S) ) eee te & ay 4 RR pallet eee 40.9 |NHL Hockey, ..cscccdsceees CKLW .cceece: 11.3 
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7IV HOSTING O’SEAS 
TV EXECS IN CINCY 


Ziv Television Programs’ Cincin- 
nati homebase plays host Saturday 
(12) to a traveling delegation of 
18 foreign television officials, rep- 
resenting 11 couniries in a fete at 
the Netherlands Plaza Hotel there. 
Ziv is flying execs in from New 
York and other offices to join 
board chairman Frederic W. Ziv 
in hosting the affair. Company has 
by far the widest international op- 
eration in the telefilm. industry. 

Group, touring the U. S. under 
the auspices of the State Dept. 
Special TV Project, with Elizabeth 
Nixon chaperoning for the State 
Dept., comprises Julian Bentazos 
and Carlos Coldaroli of Argentina; 
Jacy Campos, Jose Almeida Castro, 
Aluizio Finzetto, Eduardo Moreira 
and Ilza Silveira of Brazil; Hum- 
berto Carrasco and Mario Lara of 
Bolivia; Marcial Chevez, Nica- 
raugua; Ruben Fenocchi and Pedro 
Narancia of Uruguay; QGuiliermo 
Rubiano, Colombia; Luis Torres, 
El Salvador; Dink Trihn Chinh, 
Vietnam; George Deinde, Nigeria; 
Mohammed Kouidi, Tunisia; and 
Veli Virkkunen, Finland. 





Ottawa—Staff switches in Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. hierarchy 
include Bob Knowles to Supervisor 


of Farm Fisheries department, and | 


Jimmy James as his supervisor of 
production. Knowles’ appointment 
fills post vacated by naming of 
Keith Morrow as CBS's coordinator 
of radio. 











Channel 8 Multi-City Market 


WGAL-TV 


LANCASTER, PENNA. 
NBC and CBS 


Just as a fingerprint is distine- 
tive for its individuality, the 
WGAL-TV Channel 8 market 
is distinctive for the unique 
advertising opportunities it 
offers you. It is a multi-city 
market—stable and diversified 
where 314 million people 
have 912,950 TV sets and 
spend $52 BILLION each year, 














Channel 8 Multi-City Market 
Harrisburg Reading 
York Lebanon 
Hanover Pottsville 
Gettysbur Hazleton 
Chambersburg Shamokin 
Waynesboro —_ Mount Carmel 
Frederick Bloomsburg 
Westminster Lewisburg 
Carlisle Lewistown 
ey Lock Haven 
Martinsburg ~ 














Hagerstown 





316,000 WATTS 


_ STEINMAN STATION’ 
CLAIR MeCOLLOUGH, PRES. 


Representatives: 

MEEKER TY, INC. 
New York Chicago 
los Angeles Sen Francisce 


. ° 
another tv series. 





Q’Neil’s RKO Features 
Expected on GT-Owned 
Stations by Jan. 1 


The six General Teleradio-owned | 
tv stations will start showing the 
RKO feature backlog by Jan. 1 or 
shortly thereafter, regardless of 


whether the parent company retains 
video distribution rights to the 
films or not. Any of the negotia- 
tions so far, GT explains, have al- 
ways carried with them the proviso 
that WOR-TV, N. Y.; WNAC-TV, 
Boston; WHBQ-TV, Memphis; 
KHJ-TV, L. A.; WEAT-TV, West 














Palm Beach, and UHF Station 
WGTH-TV, Hartford, will have use 
of the RKO stockpile in their mar- 
kets. On that basis, dealings with 
the two remaining outsiders (in- 
cluding Matty Fox) who are seek- 
ing to distribute the pix, continue 
for the present. 

In past weeks, GT has surveyed 
18 tv stations around the country 
to find out the acceptability of the 
RKO pix. A GT spokesman said 
that all but one of the stations 
were willing to sign for some part 
of the RKO list of 700; the 18th 
station had an overlap problem 
with one of the others approached 
by GT. A variety of offers was 
made by GT, which owns RKO 
Radio, to the 18 outlet managers. 


MEDIC’ ‘RACKET SQUAD’ 
INTO THEATRICALS 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 
Allied Artists has acquired theat- 
rical film rights to the ‘Medic” 
vidpix series, and is finalizing deal 
for pix rights to ‘Racket Squad,” 





Deal for ‘Medic’ was closed 
with creator Jim Moser; producer 
Frank LaTourette, and exec pro- | 
ducer Tony Miner. AA won out 
Over several other studios which 
bid for the property, these includ- 
ing 20th-Fox and Warner Bros. Lat- 
ter lost out when “Medic’’ owners 
refused to grant WB “artistic con- 
trol” of film. AA picture will be 
shot next spring. 

“Racket Squad” rights are being 
negotiated with Hal Roach Jr., who 
produced the vidpix series. Deal 
calls for Roach to produce the film 
at his own studio, but under the 
AA banner and release. Reed Had- 
ley, who starred in the video se- 
ries, will reprise his lead in the 
film. 





Harry Joe Brown Now 
A Telefilm Producer 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 
Latest recruit to the telefilm 
producer ranks is Harry Joe 








Brown, best known for his pre- 
sentations of tales of the West, who 
has taken over the producer reins | 
of Federal Telefilm’s “Crossroad” | 
series, airing on ABC-TV. “Cross- | 
road” vidpix deal with adventures 
of clergy of all faiths. 

Brown supplants Buster Collier 
in the produycer’s spot, with Col- 
lier understood to assist Brown in| 
a production capacity. 


SG Expansion 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 

Screen Gems, Columbia Pictures 
subsid, has brought in five new | 
employees in an attempt to develop | 
producers and other key execs for | 
its rapidly expanding production | 
program. 

Quintet, who will serve as asso- 
ciates to present producers of an- 
thology series, include Randy My- 
ers, manager of Fresno, Calif., tv 
station; Robert Wechsler, N.Y. 
stage manager and tv _ director; 
Robert Marx, from CBS-TV; Leon- 
ard Shafitz, former Allied Artists 
assistant producer; and Robert 
Loeb, stage manager of live tv 
shows in N.Y. 


Red Smith Sports Series 
Red Smith, N. Y. Herald Tribune 
and syndicated sports columnist, 
has been signed to host-narrate a 
series of 26 half-hour tele films | 
dramatizing little-known and un-| 
usual aspects of sports. Series is | 
being produced by Focal Films 
Productions, a Coast outfit. Irving 
Lerner is exec producer of the, 
series. | 
Shooting of Smith's sequences | 
has already gotten underway in | 
N. Y., with location shooting at) 
various sports locales, including 
Toots Shor's, 


| 














JOHNNY BRANDON 





“Johnny is a performer to his finger tips. He comperes 
the show like an Ed Sullivan, dances like O'Connor or 
Astaire, sings charmingly like a jazzy Eddie Fisher and 
has a zingy, swingy personality that comes right out of 
the TV set and lands in your lap! 

Some months ago in this column I spotlighted the boy 
who started in show business as a dancing act called 


“Buddy 


“rooting” for this kid. He has talent and charm. 
he is just what the BBC needs to drive away those “com- 


mercial TV blues.’ 
“Dreamer’s Highway” last Friday night 


Brandon and the Babes.” I have always been 


In short 


zipped along 


so fast that the half-hour was over before I knew it.” 
Peter Noble’s Notebook 


“Tove From Judy,’ at the 
Saville, established him as a 
personable young actor with 
a nice flair for comedy. His 
best-selling records over the 
past few years, for Columbia, 
Philips and now Polygon, 
have established him as a 
disc star along with the 
Laines, Rays, Sinatras and 
Valentines.” 

Peter Noble’s Notebook 
London 


London 


RECORD OF THE WEEK 


“On Philips Johnny Brandon 
has given us a fine, shuffly 
interpretation of a very mod- 
ern beat number, ‘‘Dreamer’s 
Highway.” 

Johnny, of the straw hat, 
the bow tie, and the dancing 
shoes, is one of the most 
promising young song-and- 
dance men since Jack Bu- 
chanan was a boy—and that’s 
not yesteryear!” 

The Star, London 


M-G-M Records 
“DON’T WORRY” B/W 


Teletopics 
by 
ALF DOW 


“The players —headed by 
composer-singer Johnny 
Brandon, bursting with ener- 
gy and enthusiasm (coupled 
with no small amount of 
talent)— certainly gave no 
indication that no dress re- 
hearsal had been possible.” 


“SING ME SOMETHNG SOFT AND SENTIMENTAL” 
Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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Not so with radio where they unvaryingly 
can produce. In the nation’s biggest 
of the top ten programs come from the 


with more than twice as many 


clearly the listeners’ overwhelming | 
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poting ways are often unpredictable. 








vlect to hear the big shows that only networks 
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eS 


st markets, for example, more than 90 per cent 


| 
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ve\networks ! And the CBS Radio Network, 


y anew as all other networks combined, ts 
















Election districts” reported: New York, gaa | Out of 200 possible “top ten’’ placements—ten daytime 
Chicago, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, # 
Detroit, Boston, San Francisco, 

Pitsburgh, St. Louis, Washington, 


" Pulse, January-April 1955. 





; and ten nighttime in each of ten markets—there were 

5 . , al . 

2 184 network wins, and of these, 152 for CBS Radio. 

a In the ten biggest markets, a clear-cut verdict on 1955's 
| peak programming season. More happy returns ahead! 
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50 nice to photographer Lou Goldenberg when he was here to emcee 





Production Centres 


Continued from page 26 














a Torch Drive rally that Goldenberg paid another cameraman to take | 


his picture with Sullivan. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


“Face the Nation,’’ CBS public affairs telecast, celebrated its Ist anni 
past Sunday (6) with Teamsters’ Union boss Dave Beck as guest . 
Show, produced by Ted Ayres under supervision of Ted Kopp, has 
been an attention-getter with guest roster of 19 U. S. senators; two 
governors; five Cabinet officers; six Ambassadors from foreign coun- 
tries; four Foreign Ministers; three U. S. Representatives; two heads 
of foreign governments; plus such sundry national figures as the two 
party chairmen, presidential press secretary James Hagerty etc. . . 
WWDC d.j. Art Brown, who just celebrated his 20th year in local 
radio, is included in the new edition of ‘‘Who’s Who in Television and 
Radio” ... Newscaster Peter Hackes, formerly CBS Washington 
staffer, has joined NBC news staff, with assignments on ‘Monitor’s” 
news desk plus general news assignments. He replaces Robert Aber- 
nethy, who has been transferred to NBC’s London bureau . . . WWDC- 
MBS broadcast ceremonies past Friday (4) celebrating unveiling of 
multi-dollar h.g. of International Brotherhood of Teamsters ...WTTG 
newscaster Matthew Warren scored a news beat by giving televiewers 
first eye-witness report on the tragic United Airlines crash in 
Colorado. 


IN BOSTON ... 


WNAC-TV is selling “Ramar of the Jungle” and sponsor Good and 
Plenty Candies, with big promosh ride in which jungle scout helmets 
are being given away and a heavy sked of announcements from 10 
seconds to a minute live, on slides and on specially produced films, 
started this frame. Station plans to deliver hundreds of helmets to 
Hub orphanages, homes and hospitals at Thanksgiving and Xmas... 
WBZ-TV had to cancel its press party for Liberace because of the 
pianist’s “heavy cold.” . .. Marie Kelly has been picked by WBZ to 
reign as Queen of its New England Apple Contest . .. Carl Moore, 
emcee of WEEI’s ‘Beantown Varieties,’ presented a scroll by the 
United Community Services Fund Drive, at South Station where pro- 
gram has been originating for past two weeks . .. Heloise Parker 
Broeg, director of WEEI’s ‘Food Fair,” was guest of honor at the 
Ladies Report Luncheon of the Salvation Army ... Arthur C. King, 
WEEI production manager, received a citation from Bishop Bernard 
J. Sheil, founder and president of the Pilot Dog Foundation, for help 
in their work with the blind .. . Priscilla Fortesque, WEEI’s traveling 
reporter, did a tape of her interviews at the preem of ‘‘Guys and Dolls” 
in New York over the Hub CBS outlet Thurs. (3). 


IN CLEVELAND ... 


Curtis Peck, WTAM-WNBK assistant general manager, recovering 
from an appendectomy ... Santas coming to town include Bill Pren- 
tice for WEWS, Max Ellis for WDOK with “Kousin” Kay WDOK’s 
liaison man with Santa ... Shirley Fishman flacking for New York 
City Center Opera ... Nancy Gallagher named assistant radio-tv editor 
of The Press... Van Lane, WERE, named radio-tv head at Ohio Adv. 
... WTAM’s Henry “Hot Lips” Levine penned Kent State U marching 
song ... Sam Levine opened 13th season as WHF bowling stint pro- 
prietor . . . WGAR public relations director Jack Hanrahan named 
Muscular Dystrophy Drive radio-tv chairman ... Carl Glade and Jack 
Kistler added to WKBN staff... Phylis-Smith left WDOK for Howard 
Senor agency ... Carlin’s re-signed as tv sponsor for out-of-town In- 
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AT LIBERTY? 
Then Play a Cash Role 


at Macy’s 


We wish you all the luck in the world 
and hope you'll be the brightest star 
on Broadway, in TV or the movies. 
But if you’re now “at liberty” and 
could use some Christmas cash until 
an angel shows up, we're the ones for 
you. Sales jobs, part or full time, at 
a good salary, plus a $25 attendance 
bonus that you can earn and a gener- 
ous discount. And you'll be playing 
to New York’s largest audience. 


MACY'S EMPLOYMENT OFFICE 
166 WEST 35th ST. 
Interviews Monday through Saturday, 9 to 5 


aa spot newsreel coverage man on Dallas assignments .. 


dian games, but station not yet selected ... Dave Baylor ex-WEWS, 


set for agency spot after brief Denver sojourn... Cleveland DeSoto 
dealers signed Jay Miltner and Bob Bouwsma for two cross-the-board 
daily WTAM five-minute newscasts. 


IN DALLAS ... 


David Healy, veteran KIXL announcer, off to Europe for a two-year 
stint as an air force lieutenant. His mother, Meg Healy, is KIXL’s 
homemaker editor ...KRLD added a new cross-the-board 9 p.m. news 
slot, featuring Robert Clary ... KFJZ-TV, Fort Worth’s new Channel 
11 outlet, added a $100,000 mobile transmitter for remote telecasts. 


| Station also has Durwood Hayes, ex-Dallas Times Herald photog, as 
. Al Jones, long- 


t 


'time WRR deejay, now spinning daily, 9-to-12 am., at KGKO.. 


WGN, WCFL and other Chicago outlets . 1 
| nouncer, now operating a drama school on the side. 


..IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


| Major job shifts at KGO, ABC’s radio and TV outlet, find Jon Bark- 
| hurst heading up a new exploitation department, Vic Reed taking on 
| Barkhurst’s publicity-promotion duties in addition to news and special 
| events, and writer-producer Mildred Ramey becoming Reed’s assistant 


| 


i series “gotta have scope’—on order from Pat Weaver. . 
Stahle is a new account exec for KFRC ... Ben Draper, producer of 
“Science in Action,” zipped down to Pomona to sign up watercolorist 
Millard Sheets for a forthcoming show, then planed to New York to 
discuss plans for a summer jaunt to Madagascar . .. Pat Hernon han- 
dling, KPIX telecast of municipal election returns direct from City 
Hall tabulating room . 
lawyer John Francis Neylan made the suggestion that the school’s top- 
notch professors teach ‘‘thousands by radio and television” . 


boat-builder Harry Easom Dec. 3 ... KQED is on a school kick, with 
introduction of two different art courses and a piano course. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS ... 


Winchell Campbell, appointed to newly-created vice-president in 
charge of CBS radio spot sales post, is a former WCCO Radio general 
manager here ... Ray Christensen resigned as KUOM program and 
promotion director to join WLOL in the same capacity and was suc- 
ceeded by Ara Carapetyan ...KSTP-TV has inaugurated a 15-minute 
nightly disk jockey show to follow the NBC’s network “Tonight” which 
now is on the air here from 11 p.m. to midnight. Station doesn’t sign 
off until 12:15 am.... Larry Haeg, WCCO Radio general manager, 
appointed chairman of this county’s U. S. Savings Bonds committee 
... Third annual local all-night Minnesota United Cerebral Palsy tele- 
thon, this time over WTCN-TV and having $250,000 as its goal, in- 
cluded as performers Don Cornell, Bert Callen, Ilona Massey, Roberta 
Quinlan and Betty Ancona . . . Murray Warmouth, U. of Minnesota 
football coach, now has five weekly WCCO tv and radio shows... 
WMIN launching Saturday 24-hour disk jockey show. WLOL is only 
Twin Cities radio station on air all night seven days a week... WCCO 
Radio songstress Jean Iden and her husband celebrating arrival of a 
second child ... The Rev. Alvin L. Kershaw, Oxford, Ohio, winner 
of $32,000 as a result of his jazz music knowledge displayed on tv’s 
“$64,000 Question” show, to appear here as a featured speaker at Ham- 
line U. “Quiet Week” Nov. 13... Dick Nesbitt, KSTP tv and radio 
sportscaster, addressed the Minneapolis Engineers’ club on “The World 
of Sports.” ; 


IN PHILADELPHIA ... 


Jerry Williams, WIP deejay and emcee of “The Gangbuster” program, 
has resigned to concentrate on night club commitments. . 





WGAL-TV studios ... WPTZ’s “Fun House,” with Pete Boyle, was 
voted best ‘‘early evening youth show” by delegates to Mid-Atlantic 
| Farm and Home Show, in Atlantic City ... “Career Forum,” pro- 
duced by Margaret Mary Kearney, WCAU educational director, re- 
turned to air for 11th consecutive year ... Preston Stover, WPTZ 
producer collapsed at station with resulting head injuries from fall 
.. . Stanley Broza’s ‘Children Hour,’ WCAU and WCAU-TV, chalks 
up 28 years (20)... Emma Mae Stewart resigned from KYW traffic 
dept. to join husband in Arabia... Rex Trailer, WPTZ cowboy star, 
has cleffed “Hoof Beats,” and recorded tune for Paramount Records. 


Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 








It'll be “Cuba’s Upstairs Revolution” on Sunday (13) when NBC- 
| TV’s “Wide Wide World” will train its cameras on the island’s tallest 
building (37 stories) to get a vantage point for an electronic looksee 
| of Havana’s tropical sights and sounds. Norman Frank, who’s pro- 
| ducing his first show in the three-W string, has been virtually a New 
| York-to-Havana plane commuter in recent weeks setting the details 
‘as a WWW insert. Building in question is actually not yet completed, 
but the skeleton is firm enough to hold required equipment. Struc- 
tures, some 28 stories above any other Cuban edifice, is the new sky- 
‘scraper being built by the Mestre Bros.—Goar and Abel—radio-tv mag- 
‘nates of the isle via CMQ and other holdings. The Havana pickup for 
| the network will come via Miami. 





Extensive color tv demonstrations are planned at UN headquarters 
|in New York next March for an international engineering delegation 
| which will visit this country to study tv developments. The visitors 
/comprise the Committee Consultatif International de Radio (CCIR) 
' which advises on adoption of international radio and tv standards. 


| System Committee with the cooperation of the State Dept. The 
NTSC developed the present compatible color tv standards as well as 
| the 525-line standards for black and white. 





CBS Radio’s “Woolworth Hour” has set an all-Jerome Kern program 
for Sunday (13) to mark the 10th anni of the composer’s death. 
_ Among talent lined up so far by Bruno Zirato Jr. are the Metopera’s 
Dorothy Kirsten and Robert Merrill, pop thrush Carmen McRare; 
plus regular maestro Percy Faith. Added “attraction” is Dorothy 
Sot the lyricist, who collaborated with Kern on “The Way You Look 
‘onight.” 





Boston conclave of United Cerebral Palsy starting Friday (11), 
the industry delegation being headed by ABC boss Leonard Goldenson 
has been getting power plugging from a great number of New England 
broadcasters. Bcb (Big Brother) Emery, via WBZ-TV (Boston) and 
Duncan MacDonald, on WNAC and Yankee, have been among those 
boosting the annual powwow. Moreover, WCOP and WVDA will cover 
the meetings once they've started. 





Petry spot rep house is taking a back-door approach to selling na- 
tional bankrollers on the idea of buying station time in ty. Company 
has started an advertising campaign in a food trade mag which basic- 
ally reaches wholesalers and district managers in the grocery field 
figuring that they exert heavy influence on the manufacturers’ final 
ad decisions. 

Petry is asking its member stations to get chummy with the whole- 











‘Salers and inviting them on facilities tours, to see shows, etc, 


' Norman H. Stewart joined WFAA’s sales staff, after 17 years with | 
.. Tom Amoury, KRLD an- | 


... Stan Freberg popped into town, remarked that his new NBC tele- | 
. vack W. | 


. In resigning as a U. of California regent, | 


.. Joy Wil- | 
liams, secretary to KRON Program Manager Doug Elleson, will marry | 


. Ground | 


| The demonstrations will be arranged by the National Television 


BILLY REED DICKERS 
FOR MEN ONLY’ TV'ER 


Billy Reed is negotiating a deal 
for a half-hour weekly television 
show, “For Men Only,” on WABD, 
N. Y., with the studio Setup as a 
duplicate of his Little Club prem. 
ises. Series, in which Reed would 


star, would treat of men’s fashions 
activities, etc., and would preem jn 





. |January under present plans. 


Reed, currently celebrating his 
35th anni in show biz as hoofer 
gagwriter and restaurateur and his 
50th birthday, is also prepping an 
outline of a book treating of show 
biz anecdotes. He’s also studying 
possibility of setting up duplicates 
| of the Gotham Little Club on the 
| Coast, in Miami Beach, Chicago 
/}and Washington. 











: Gregory 


Continued from page 21 Feenen 





— 
| be presented as a Civil War mys- 
terioso, with the accent on the cir- 
cumstances, the motives and the 
manipulations of the various peo- 
ple involved. 

Following these properties, Greg- 
ory plans to invade a new field, 
the arenas of the country, with a 
spectacle based on the career of 


|P. T. Barnum. It will be centrally 
staged, with sets built on rolling 
tracks, so that it can be mounted 
in the center of an arena and be 
viewed with ease from every seat. 
Locations for this one would in- 
clude such places as Madison 
Square Garden in New York and 
the Pan Pacific Auditorium here. 

Still in the future are a-series 
of productions based on the works 
of Thomas Wolfe. Gregory owns 
rights to all of the author’s tomes 
except “You Can’t Go Home 
Again.” 

Wolfe pieces, Gregory explained, 
will involve a new type of presen- 
tation—a combination’ of platform 
production with a semi-Cinerama 
setup. Actors will work down near 
the apron in front of a huge curved 
screen. Several synchronized rear 
projectors will provide changeable 
backgrounds for the continuing ac- 
tion. 








has been broken on a 2l-acre tract west of Lancaster for the new | —eeammmmmmmamme 
at the 
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2,500 Sq. Ft. 
Penthouse 


Penthouse Offices from $95 Month 


Hotel Great Northern 
118 WEST 57th STREET 


@ ideal for TV rehearsals 
@ Ballet School 

@ Dance Instruction 

@ Photographic or Art Studie 
@ Or living quarters 


24-hour elevater and switehboard serviee 











Don't Buy A New Car 
Until You Talk to 


SAM ANGER 


(Brother of HARRY ANGER at GAC) 


For The Best Deal On A 


FORD 


or 


FOR 
THUNDERBIRD 


Call me ar: 


TED ROWLAND, 
7 LYNSHOO 
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NBC AND RCA ANNOUNCE 

THE FIRST ALL-COLOR 

TELEVISION STATION IN THE WORLD 
WNBO CHICAGO 


WORK ALREADY IN PROGRESS. ALL 


STUDIOS NOW BEING COMPLETELY 


CONVERTED TO COLOR. MORE THAN | 
50,000 SQ. FT. ADDITIONAL SPACE LEASED. 
WORLD'S FIRST LOCAL ALL-COLOR 

TV STUDIOS TO BE PILOT OPERATION 
FOR OTHER STATIONS TO FOLLOW. 


~ 


ALL LOCAL, LIVE STUDIO SHOWS WILL 
BE IN COLOR. ALERT ADVERTISERS CAN 


HELP ASSURE SALES LEADERSHIP IN 


THE FUTURE BY LEARNING NOW . 

TO HARNESS THE FULL POWER OF 
COLOR TV... ON WNBQ. | 
IMPORTANT. GET ALL THE FACTS TODAY. 


—WNBQ [/GG in Chicago represented by SPOT SALES 
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WEEKDAY ‘ 
With Margaret Truman, Mike Wal- 


lace, Martha Scott, Walter Kier- | 


nan, hosts; Jane & Goodman 
Ace, Pegeen Fitzgerald, Ken 
Banghart, Ben Grauer, Pauline 
Frederick, others; Eddie Fisher, | 
guest 

Executive Producer: Mitchell Ben- 
son 


Supervising Producer: Allen Lud- 


ipa coccinea Kenneth W. 
MacGregor, Charles Herbert, 
Joel O’Brien, Ruppert Pray, Joe 
Cock, Al Cavstaff, Henry Fran- 
k 

Wetteces Howard Barnes, Jack 
Crutcher, Catherine Faulson 

Five Hours., Mon.-thru-Fri. 

PARTICIPATING 

NBC, from N. Y. 

Only time will tell whether this 
“little bit of everything for the 
girls’ weekday extension of the 
‘Monitor’ concept is charted for 
network radio’s future course or is 
merely marking a time stopgag. 
But the hunch persists that as an 
answer to the radio webs’ daytime 


“time on our hands” blues it’s on} 
the evolutionary beam as the tra-! 


ditional strip programs expire 
from bankroller anemia. 
While admittedly a fork-in-the- 


road gamble with its heaveout of 


sustaining strips for what NBC 
prexy Syivester L. (Pat) Weaver 
calls “free iorm” programming, 


“Weekday” keeps the NBC affiliate 
party lines abuzz, offering adver- 
tisers a chance to tap that national 
circulation for $1,500 per minute. 
And although “Weekday” is no 
cheap operation it obviously is less 
a financial drain than if its five- 
hour running time were blocked 
out with individual programs. 
Like its prototype, “Weekday” is 
pegged on a tossed salad tray with 
a smidgin of this and a dash of 
that, but this time with distaff fla- 
vorings. What emerged on open- 
ing day (7) won’t set the prairies 
afire, but there is that “what'll 
happen next?” incitement to dialer 
attention. 
individual segments punched up to 
retain milady’s interest. 
Roundelay is two-platooned with 
Margaret Truman and Mike Wal- 
lace fronting fore and aft slices 
and Martha Scott and Walter Kier- 
nian the middle. As befits this aural 
stab at “‘womens’ home companion- 
ship,” the four come through with 




















TEXACO STAR THEATRE 
SATURDAY NIGHT—N.B.C. 
Mgt.: William Morris Agency 











Big job now is to keen} 


| pleasantly relaxed styles 
| should wear well. 

| As good name value lure for 
/added dimension at Radio Central 
|; homebase, Eddie Fisher was pres- 
|ent as the initial day’s “compan- 
ion.” Singer was effectively used 
'to intro the recordings with per- 
|/sonalized anecdotes about Bing 
| Crosby, Frank Sinatra, Irving Ber- 
| lin et al, 


Ot servings that were given 
‘enough time to really say some- 
{thing there were Cornelia Otis 


| Skinner’s reading from Anne Mor- 
|row Lindbergh’s “Gift From Tae 
| Sea”; an interview with N. Y. Her- 
j}ald Tribune education editor Fred 
| Hecksinger; a visit to John Stein- 
| beck’s Manhattan town house; a 
| music room chat with Meredith 
| Willson, and Ted and Rhoda 
'Brown’s hubby & frau comecy 

|patier which alternates with the 
| Jane and Goodman Ace variety. 


In straight service vein Pegeen 
Fitzgerald dished out the latest 
fashion notes: Charlotte Adams 


made with culinary comments and 
John Peter contributed new in- 
terior decoration wrinkle. 

For human interest angles there 
was “career” visit with Broadway 
actress Lois Smith and Hollywocd 
Shirley Thomas 





| “correspondent” 


| piped in an interview with Mario} 


| Lanza from the ‘‘Serenade” set for 
ithe pic plugola of the day. Cliff- 
| hanger elements include drama- 
tized episodes from the new Gladys 
| Schmitt novel ‘Persistent Image.” 
}and Dr. Ashley Montagu’s lectures 
'on human relations, quite a change 
| of pace for Fisher or Lanza fans. 

| Betweentimes came usual hourly 
'newseasts by Ken Banghart and 
Ben Grauer 
ick likewise continuing with 
previous morning wrapup. Dave. 


DRIVE EAST 

With Jean Shepherd, Tommy Rey- 
noids Orch 

60 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 4 p.m. 

| WOR. N. Y. 

WOR,’s press release on this 
new entry touted it as “an in- 
formal, relaxing program of music 
and chatter.” That’s just what it 
was on the opener last Monday 
(7). 

Most of the gab on the show is 


the tunes. 
and that aspect 





mostly to instrumentals, 


were bouncy and flavorsome. The 


initialer and did a sock job. 





handled by Jean Shepherd, while | 
Tommy Reynolds’ orch dishes out| BREAKFAST CLUB 
The program is live; With Don McNeill, Fran 
was played up| 
fully on the preem stanza. Tunes, | 
in the pop idiom, were confined , Producer-Director: Cliff Peterson | 

which 60 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 8 a.m. 


with Pauline Freder- | 
her. 


| scription at ail times hit a high 


{and clarity and his voice conveyed 


| 


orch got frequent spotting on the | ABC, from Chicago 


that! AXELROD MURDER VERDICT 
With Jim Bormann, Jergen Nash, 


others 
Producer-director: Bormann 
15 Mins.; Thurs, (3), 5:30 and 9:30 

p.m 
WCCO, Minneapolis 

This taped account of the court- 
room happenings when the juty 
returned a first degree man- 
slaughter guilty verdict in one of 
the city’s most sensational murder 
trials represented a prime example 
of top notch radio spot news cov- 
ecage. Praise goes to Jim Bormann, 
WCCO news depariment head, who 
carried it off personally. 

Case was that of Dr. Arnold 
Axeireod, a married dentist and 
father of two children, charged 
with strangiing to death the young 


| wife of a soldier serving in Korea. | 


his patient, who had accused him 
of being responsible for her preg- 
nancy. Newspapers and al radio 
and tv stations gave reams of space | 
to the trial and public interest in 
it ran high. 

Cameras ard microphones were 
barred in the courtroom, but for 
the fina'te Bormann ingeniously 
corce ved the idea of standing in | 
the doorway of the judge’s cham- | 
bers back of the bench where he 
teve recorded his own exciting ac- 
count of the happenings concerned 
with the verdict’s return. In such 
a position he also managed to catch | 
parts of the court clerk’s reading | 
of the verdict and the judge’s 
questioning of the jurors and the 
defendant. 

Much of the description of the 
highly dramatic events, replete | 
with suspense, necessarily was in | 
a hushed voice so that Bormann | 
would net be heard in the court- 


| 


room. The near-whisper, if any- | 
thing, emphasized the occasion’s | 
| momentousness. 


Bormann’s extemporaneous de- 


level in choice of words, vividness 


the drama inherent in the situa- | 
tion. Jergen Nash, another WCCO | 
staffer, also contributed commend- | 
ably to the narrative from time to /! 
time. 
Taped results went out over the | 


air twice during WCCO evening} 
|news shown the same day. Rees, | 
. | 

Allison, | 


Sam Cowling. Betty Johnson, 
Dick Noel, Eddie Ballantine orch | 


Participating 


This 22-year veteran of the ra- 


years ABC’s big daytime 


|board entry, is a pleasant change} riod sponsorships which petered 


from the usual run of shows fea- 
ituring pop music. Jess. 





| Milwaukee—Art Jones, 30-year 
| vet of the radio wars, has shifted 
|to WISN as an account exec after 
| six years as news editor and sales- 











man at WFOX. 








Mr and 
Mrs. America, 

here’s the 
inside story of 
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commentator : 
tick © 


N° one is neutral about Wal- 
ter Winchell, but few know 
the real human being. Now a 
man who has known him for a 
quarter of a century profiles 
him as he is. Ed Weiner has no 
axe to grind, no boots to lick. 
He gives the facts! The whole 
amazing story is here, from 
Winchell’s tap-dancing days to 


the controversial present. 
$3.75 at all bookstores 








what makes the :. 
nation’s mast =", 
talked-about =’ 
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Let’s Go 
To Press 


A PROFILE OF 


Walter Winchell 


By ED WEINER 


Author of The Damon 
Runyon Story 


¢.P.Putnam’s Sons,N.Y.16 





out over the last season’s course,. 
the Don MeNeill-hosted daily toast 
& coffee hour has been opened up 
for piecemeal sale as a matrix for 
participations. With 24 slices al- 
ready cut up in a variety of sizes 
each week for a _ half-dozen na- 
tional clients it’s evident there’s 
still some ore in the “Breakfast 
Club”’ lode. 

This means the blurbs come 
pretty fast and furious as the lo- 
cal stations can cut away on the 
open spots for their own co-op 
sponsors, plus the quarter-hour 
station breaks. But it’s assumed 
the radio audience is becoming in- 
ured to such inundations. Actu- 
ally, the numerous _in-and-outs 
switches were so efficiently han- 
dled on the session heard (28) that 
little of the freewheeling flavor of 
the “Club” was lost. 

The traditional “Breakfast” menu 
remains intact. Toastmaster Mc- 
Neil was in a fine geniality fettle 
serving up the interview and hu- 


man interest tidbits, with Sam 
Cowling breaking in with his 
Peck’s bad boy throwaways. Fran 


Allison dropped in for one of her 
Aunt Fanny monologs out of the 
homespun hamper, providing the 
hour a plus dimension in the hu- 
mor department. Dave. 





Radio Followup 


Last Saturday (5), “Port of New 
York” put the spotlight on New- 
ark, N.J. The 15-minute program, 
from 5:45-6 p.m., had special sig- 
nificance in that it marked the 
start of the fourth year for the 
Port of Authority presentation. 

The airer covered Newark from 
historical, governmental and com- 
mercial angles. Prominent Newark- 
ites, including the mayor, took 
part in the proceedings, It was an 
okay entry for those interested in 
picking up information on the city. 
[t doesn’t seem likely, though, that 
the show draws its audience from 
the preceding Bill Randle deejay 
session. 








Martin Weldon, billed as port re- 
porter, did a satisfactory job 
Rose, 


; car 


|of clearance problems. 


| 
. 











Radio’s Det. Gripe 


——aas -4Continued from page 22 





New cars won’t be 
available in significant enough 
numbers to _ justify 
campaign p.anned for Nov. 21, but 
Benton & Bowles, Studebaker 
agency, assured both NBC and ABC 
that they 
the new model biz, when and if. 


tion problems. 


Though a few 
still to be heard from in the new 
sweepstakes, a network exec 
believed that the “hard sell” 
newer models will relax before the 
end of the year, probably by Nov. 


| 


| 
| 


a_ saturation | 


would get first crack at! 


Detroit firms are | 


on | 


ae 


Sportscaster Bert Wilson” 
Dies in Arizona at 44 


Cincinnati, Nov. 8. 

Death of Bert Wilson, sports an- 
nouncer, required television spon- 
sors of Cincy Redlegs’ 1956 games 
to seek a replacement for him. 

The 44-year-old Wilson. who 
broadcast the Chicago Cubs games 
for the past 11 years, signed Sept, 
12 to telecast here next season. His 
deal was with the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency for Ford dealers of 
Greater Cincinnati and the Hude- 


| pohl Brewing Co., which linked up 
| with WLW-T. 


15, and that his cohorts have oenly |! 


a short time to grab off additional 
Detroit cish. By 


spot check of national spot agen.- | 
cies shows that their kind of radio | 
is receiving attention from a great- | 


er varie:y of car manufacturers. 
A web exec deprecated theory 
that bankrollers are bypassing the 


{nets because of their difficulty in 


getting affiliate clearances. He said 
that only a small percentage of the 
sponsors avoid his medium because 
Besides, he 
added. many advertisers (Detroit 
aside, for the moment) are willing 
to get on national spot waiting 
lists if there is a clearance diffi- 
culty; his idea being ‘‘so why not 
with us?” 

If, as they say, network gross fig- 
ures mean little, then the ones 
published so far this year are be- 
lieved to do virtually nothing more 
than hide the sharp financial losses 
of network radio. 


NTA 


Continued from page 27 














companies set up to distribute 
(probably for both theatre and 
video). 

AAP, since the NTA merger 
breakoff, has established a sepa- 


rate department for sale of fea- 
tures to national and regional spon- 
sors under direction of Paul Kwar- 
tin. While any number of feature 
distribs have closed single market 
deals with regional and national 
accounts, AAP is the first to offi- 
cially organize a division to go 
after multi-market underwriting. 
Kwartin will try to deliver sta- 
tions national spot commercial 
pacts along with the features. He’ll 


Shepherd’s varied comments and dio wars mirrors a clear reflection | concentrate on the N. Y. agencies, 
chitchat with band members was| of the changing AM sales patterns | 
generally lightweight, but succeed-| being adopted in an attempt to 
ed in establishing a friendly at-| hold the video onslaught at bay. 
mosphere as was obviously desired. | For _ ye 
|The program, which is a cross-the- | breadwinner with cross-board pe- 


carrying station availabilities to 


| them. 











Benny Goodman 


Continued from page 27 








sitting, thus escaping the need for 
repetition in scene changes or ca- 
mera positions. It worked so that 
closeups of Lombardo’s brass sec- 
tion, for instance, were shot in 
consecutive order and later spliced 
into their respective half-hours. It 
meant planning seven or eight 
shows at once and shooting them 
in the course of a week or 10 days. 

With Goouman, MCA anticipates 
it can do the exact same thing, ex- 
cept that with the Electronicam it 
can shift with far more fluidity 
than under regular camera opera- 
tions. Electronicam provides three 
cameras operating at once and on 
a very mobile plane, whereas reg- 
ular cameras require carefully 
measured positioning and more 
lighting changes. 





Pittsburgh — Third program 
originated and developed b 
WQED, local educational channel, 
has gone commercial. It’s the 
weekly word game, “The Greeks 
Had a Word For It,” moderated 
by Jim Westover, regular announc- 
er on KDKA radio. Panel show 





has been bought by Wheeler Charm 
and Model School for a midnight 
slot. every Thursday night on 
KDKA-TV. Of course, it leaves 
| WQED with the sale to Wheeler 
| outfit. 


° | £S 
comparison, a) Redlegs. 





Wilson’s hiring was approved by 
Gabe Paul, general manager of the 
The sportscaster died 
Saturday (5) at Mesa, Ariz., where 
he made his winter residence. 


Karloff Re British TV 


Boston, Nov. 8. 

British tv will never compare 
with U. S. tv, says Boris Karloff, 
appearing in the _ pre-Broadway 
breakin of “The Lark” at the Plym- 
outh Theatre here as Bishop Cau- 
chon who fought to save Joan of 
Arc from the flames. 

“There just isn’t enough money 
for big programs,” said Karloff, 
who was in England for the past 
summer making 26 tv films all 
based on the adventures of “Col. 
March of Scotland Yard.” They 
were skedded for U..S. tv, but now 
that British tv has taken on com- 
mercial sponsors, the series is 
shown in England. 








Psychiatry-by-Radio 
Ottawa, Nov. 8. 

Under the series title, “Break- 
down: the Story of Mental Illness.” 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. will 
again preem its ‘‘psychiatry-by-ra- 
dio” sessions on the Dominion web. 
Using top Canadian writers, pro- 
ducer Esse Ljungh and CBC’s talks 
and public affairs offices plan to 
keep the stanzas on a high dramatic 
level with the background idea of 
helping mentally-ill people with 
their problems. 















Ray-Rite 


A ILLUMINATED 
CLIPBOARD 


H-21 9’’x14” 
Masonite Bd. 
$5.45 
H-23 9x14” 
Aluminum Bd. 
$7.75 


LENNAN PRODUCTS Company, 
41 Warren Street, New York 7, N. Y. 
Tel.: BArclay 7-6819 














income or employment 


* RECEIVE FULL LOAN 


renewals easily arranged 








* EASY—COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL 


no inquiry regarding credit, 


without customary deductions 


* NO MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED 


* ALSO WRITTEN APPRAISALS 
for insurance purposes or estates 


R. SIMPSON & CO., Nc. 


133 WEST 42nd STREET © N.Y. C. © BRyant 9-2285 
Same family of loan brokers since 1827 * Send for free folder 
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. | dio-tv pacts to go into effect next) a 
= | November, The changing pro- | 

FCG To Scrap UHF? | gramming patterns of network ra- | RCA’s Col W 
* (dio with such freewheelers as | S 0 0 u ee 
a Conti d fr ame #8 “Monitor” operating undar a “‘trial’”’ | 

——_——————————————————— ontinue rom page @ | AFT RA okay and the’ union's Cm a ee = Continued from page 22) Qanem 

Democrats elect the President , naughey would make a renewed Jurisdictional relationship with the color tv, the recording industry,, in the papers and that he didn't 


next November. He lined up with 


Comrs. Hyde and Edward Webster , 


for deintermixture. Hyde, a Re- 
publican; Webster, an Independ- 
ent. and Bartley were all appoint- 
ed under Democratic administra- 
tions. The “new faces’ on the 
Commission are Chairman McCon- 
naughey. John C. Doerfer, Robert 
EF. Lee and Mack. 

Until last week’s meetings. it 
was not known how and whether 
Mack would vote on deintermix- 
ture inasmuch as he had not yet 
taken office when the proceedings 
were instituted and did not partici- 
pate in the oral arguments on the 
issue. He had given some indica- 
tions he might disqualify himself 
but it appeared that McCon- 
naughey, who is said to have rec- 
ommended or supported Mack’s 
appointment, had swung him over 
to his position. 

Mack Helds the Balance 

Since McConnaughey, Doerfer 
and Lee have now apparently de- 
termined to scrap UHF, Mack's 
vote and the question of his quali- 
fications ‘which is pretty sure to 
be raised if he votes Thursday) 
become crucial. It’s understood 
that, as a precaution to such an 
eventuality, Mack was advised to 
read the record of the deintermix- 
ture proceedings in the interim 
between Saturday and Thursday. 


It’s possible that Mack may be , 


change his vote. 
which would mean a shift to 4-3 
for deintermixture, or disqualify 
himself, bringing about a stale- 
miate. In the latter event, it wouid 
he expected that Chairman McCon- 


persuaded to 
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MEMO 
TO 
A 
LADY 


WHO READS HER HUS- 
BAND'S TRADE PAPERS 


If the old boy is 
his 
keeps 


tossing in 
Sleep, and 
muttering, “Susie 


Susie" — don't 


eee 


be alarmed. He's 
just dreaming 
about that wonder- 
ful show known 
on its network 
run as "Private 
Secretary," now 
available (from 
TPA) for first~ 
run-off-network 
under the title 
SUSIE. 














effort to get out a definite deci- 
sion. 


In anticipation of unfavorable 


action, the UHF forces are laying | 
the groundwork for court appeal. | 
Late Friday, a few minutes after | 


the Commission 5 p.m. closing time 
an in anticipation of the Saturday 
meeting, the law firm of Haley, 


Doty & Wollenberg took the un-| 


usual step of delivering to each 
commissioner’s office a set of peti- 
; tions requesting that grants of new 
VHF stations in four cities 


deintermixture proceedings. It fur- 
ther asks that the hearings on 
these stations be reopened to give 
the UHF interests involved oppor- 
tunity to intervene and -present 
testimony as to whether it would 
be in the public interest to author- 
ize VHF outlets in these areas. 

In view of a recent denial by the 
Commission of a request by 
Storer Broadcasting Co. to with- 
hold VHF grants in Miami pending 
action on a proposal for deinter- 
mixture, the petitions filed by 
Haley, et al., raise a delicate legal 
question on which the agency will 
be required to rule when it acts on 
‘the other decintermixture Cases. 
, The Commission will probably turn 
; down the petitions but by doing so 
‘it will provide the UHF stations 
ammunition for court action to stay 
the VHF grants. 


In turning down the Storer 
‘petition, the Commission (with 
| Hyde dissenting strongly) said it 


would not adopt a formal policy of 
'witholding VHF grants pending 
pes disposal of the deintermixture 
proceedings. However, as the Haley 
petitions noted, Chairman McCon- 
;naughey testified last July before 
ithe Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee that “we have held 
/them up and not issued any grants 
‘at all, pending the outcome of the 
-intermixture question.” 

| Insisting that there should be an 
| announced policy, the Maley peti- 
i tions asserted that the Commis- 
ision “has no lawful right to have 
ia seeret policy on this important 
‘matter’ and that interested parties 
‘are entitied to know whether the 
agency is withholding action on 
|their applications and its reasons 
| for doing so. 


Hackett 

















| =—_ Continued from page 27 jaa 
ieee o : ee ‘ 
| vidfilm price for N. Y., Hackeit 
istates that Official will make a 


, profit “by sheer weight of num. 
bers.” 

| Key advantage to the daytime 
|use of the rerun packages is the 
fact that they clear the tough-to- 
‘clear nighttime local hours for sale 
| of firstrun properties in syndica- 
tion. In effect, the syndicator 
| doesn't have to worry about com 
| peting with his own rerun prop- 
|erties in the fight to clear evening 
time. In view of the increasing 
!number of top properties coming 
joff the network each year (with 
‘the in-the-can episodes on each 
' mounting every year), this is be- 
!coming an increasingly important 
factor. 








AFTRA 


Continued from page 21 jae 


morrow (Thurs.) to submit their 
list of candidates, met last night 
(Tues.) in a final session to block 
out the slate and to finalize basic 
policy. Besides Van Rooten, prin- 
cipals in the new group include 
|Garry Moore, Charles Collingwood. 
John Henry Faulk, Cliff Norton 
‘and Elise Bretton. Van Rooten 
said the group would have an offi- 
cial statement of policy following 
the wrapup meeting and submis- 
sion of its slate. 
—)——— 
Chi Gets AFTRA Meet 
Chicago, Nov. 8. 

National Board of the American 
Federation of Radio - Television 
Artists has decided to hold the 
union’s 56 convention in Chicago. 
Windy City was picked because of 
its central location in the hopes of 
drawing fullest possible represen- 
tation for the conclave which is ex- 
pected to find some hot items on 
its agenda. 

Major business of the convention 
to be held at the Knickerbocker 
| Hotel July 12-15 will be plotting 
i the details of the new two-year ra- 








be | 
staved pending the outcome of the | 


the | 


Screen Actors Guild. flaring cur- 


rently over DuMont’s Electronicam | 


filming techniques, are likely to 


come in for delegate attention. 








NBG, State Dent. 





Continued from page 21 =e 


ditto on behalf of Voice of Amer- 
i ica. 
Although England is the specific 


around, it’s understood that the se- 
jries eventually will be given much 
wider exposure in telling the story 
of America abroad. 

NBC is undertaking the series 
/On a non-profit basis, with the 
| State Dept. only paying for the ac- 
tual costs. V 
torial control over the shows, with 
NBC making available its facilities 
,and some key personalities such as 
Cash and Harsch. 





remote telecasts 
largest group of 


Houston—Ten 
each week, the 


Oldsmobile Co., according to Jack 
Harris, veepee of the Houston Post 
in charge of KPRC radio and tv. 


still films, ete. 
That same day came the biggest 


potential wallop which if true 
would upset RCA where it hurts. 
in the manufacture and sale of 
|! color tv sets currently priced by 
RCA at $795 minimum for the; 
consolette. This was a report of a 
21-inch table model retailing for 


market in mind for the first time | es 
' 


$400 or less ‘such as $395, or $399 
or $399.50). This set 
with the so-called Lawrence 
from nucleai 

O. Lawrence, 


tube 


Dr. Ernest Nobel 


| prizewinner whose design has been 


of A will have edi-| 


| lab, 
| Labs. 
| produced 


in the color tv news off and 
for three or four vears. 

It was reported without 
firmation that the set is 
manufactured on a_ limited 
by Telechrome, a Long 
(Amityville) electronics 
in behalf of Chromatie TV 
Latter, the outfit that has 
the Lawrence Tube, is 


on 


con- 
being 
basis 
Island 
research 


| half-owned by Paramount Pictures 


The firm declared that the tube 
would be available under licensing 


. : |} to other companies. 
such telecasts in tv history, have | 
‘been contracted for by the Lane | 
reported $400 set at 


Sarnoff, about 
the two-city 
said that all he 
was What he saw 


Gen. asked 


conference, 
about it 


press 
knew 


is equipped | 


scientist | 


believe what he saw. Last spring, 
at RCA’s annual stockholder gath- 
ering, Gen. Sarnoff was asked to 
comment on a report of a $500 
set. His reply at that time was 
that, first, he didn’t believe it 
(having seen the story in the news- 
papers) and second, that no one 
is going to underprice RCA for 
comparable models. 

According to early reports which 
have not yet reached the public, 
the “villain of the piece” as far 
as the color tube is concerned is 
that the high rate of “rejection” 
in the manufacture of such tubes 
brings up the total set price 
“enormously,” 


RIDDLEBERGER’S ABC SLOT 


Stephen C. Riddleberger has been 





i named to the new post of business 


the | 


manager of the ABC Radio net, 
Riddleberger, formerly in the net- 
work's cost control unit, reports to 
Don Durgin, newly appointed veep 
over the radio web. 

Riddleberger joined ABC in 
1952 as a radio budget officer, 
later becoming administrative 
manager of the tv network pro- 
gram department before shifting 
to the cost control unit. 
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Television Chatter 





New York 


Virginia Vincent on “Climax” 
(Thurs.). She’s lead in “Wedding 
Breakfast” legiter on Coast and did 
“Meet Millie” last week, plus a 
“Matinee Theatre” film. Helen 
Petretti, of ‘‘Today’s” feature staff, 
engaged to Desmond O'Neill, of 
Bryan Houston agency, with Jan. 
28 as wedding date ... Henry F. 


Woods Jr., mgr. of general publici- 
ty, and Harry Rauch, mer. of radio- 
tv publicity of Young & Rubicam, 
upped to v.p.’s . . . Bob Downing 
concluded three weeks at WPTZ, 
Philly, as late evening commenta- 
tor on entertainment scene, with 
“the Bulletin there dubbing him 
“The Alec Woollcott of TV” .. 
Perro Como’s producer, Lee Cooley, 
to mastermind 7th annual “Lights 
On” benefit climaxing the '55 Fight 
for Sight campaign in Carnegie 
Hall, Dec. 4, with aides including 
Henry Howard, Lee Morrison and 
Gene Pleshette . .. Negro lawyer 
Thurgood Marshall to appear on 
WRCA-TV’s “Man of the Year” 
Nov. 12 to discuss the life of Su- 
reme Court Justice John Marshall 
arlan . .. Frank Campanella in 
“Spring Over Brooklyn” on “Star 
Stage” (11) . .. Mark Roberts on 


“A Girl Can Tell” on “TV Play-| 


house” (13) . . . Edward Andrews 
and George Mathews headed for 
starring slots in “Cry Silence” on 
“Robt. Montgomery Presents” (14). 
..- Sam Goldwyn and Kim Hunter 
guesting on latest “Hollywood 
Preview” vidfilm from Balsan Pro- 
ductions... Jimmy Shearer, WATV 
songster, has sent around to trade- 
sters piano copies of his theme 


*‘Sand In Your Shoes”... Sid Mesi- | 


bov, Television Ad Bureau public- 
ity boss, to Chi in preparation for 
org’s first annual conclave Friday 
(11)... Bill Adler, WABD program 
boss, fixed cross--plugging pact 
with suBway timetable publisher. 
... City’s anti-litter campaign 
getting a boost via vidpix com- 
mercials cut by Vidicam Pictures. 
List of cleaneruppers on‘ film in- 
cludes Dave Garraway, Paul White- 
man, Tex Antoine, Juanita Hall, 
Jimmy Blaine, Ray Heatherton, 
Douglas Fairbanks Jr., Herb Shel- 
don, Hazel Scott, Carl Braun. 

Art Gross, Guild Films assistant 
general sales manager, to Medical 
Arts Centre Tuesday (15) for sur- 
gery; he'll be out of action for 
about two weeks... Hal Helbrook 
doubles: over from the off-Broad- 
way cast of “Upstairs at the 
Duplex” into the cast of Friday 















JOHN 
GART 


Composer-Conductor 





| night s (11) “Mama”... Mike 
Merrick, of the Dave _ Albert 
| flackery, off for advance drumbeat- 
'ing for Harry Belafonte’s opening 
at the Palmer House in Chi Friday 
(11). Belafonte will do the second 
of five guestints on “Colgate 
| Variety Hour’ from Chicago Nov. 
20... Ralph M. Sacks has ankled 
| United Film Service as its St. Louis 
| sales rep to take over sales in that 
‘area for Guild Films ... Linda 
|Darnell guests on “I’ve Got a 
Secret” tonight (Wed.) . Ger- 
'trude Berg got a series of awards 
|in Philadelphia Monday (7) in con- 
| junction with the declaration of 
| Molly Goldberg Day in Pannsyl- 
‘cania by Gov. George M. Leader. 
.. . Fred A. Meyers, who worked 
}under Cinema-Vue Corp. prez Joe 


.| Smith at Lippert Tele-Pictures, has 


| joined Smith again as Cinema-Vue’s 
southeastern sales rep .. . Official 
| Films ad-pub head, John Newman, 
'weds Patricia Roche Nov. 26 in 
|Garden City, L. 1. 
| Steiner agency named to co-repre- 
'sent Rod Serling in film field (along 
| with Blanche Gaines). 

| Melville Ruick into Guild Films’ 
i“I Spy” series, currently shooting 
jin N. Y.... Parsonnet & Wheeler 
‘completed an industrial film in 
| color for Pepsi-Cola, to be shown 
‘at the company’s Nov. 11 conven- 
tion in Miami ... Lee Cooley dou- 
| bling over from his production 
| chores on the “Perry Como Show” 
to produce the annual show for 
The National Council to Combat 
Blindness at Carnegie Hall Dec. 4 
.. . Bob Downing wrapped up a 
| third week of late-night literary- 
/drama commentary on WPTZ in 
| Philadelphia... Herbert Kenwith, 
' who has been director of CBS-TV’s 
“Valiant Lady” the past year, has 
renewed contract for another year. 
Ex-legit manager also finished a 
vear’s (52 editions) direction of 
CBS-TV’s “Lamp Unto My Feet” 


last Sunday (6). 
“Count Sheep” 


WRCA-TV’s 
(Nancy Berg), to be backed by 
Englander Bed & Mattress Co. 
(who else?) starting Dec. 5, has hit 
the literati jackpot via current or 
upcoming articles in Life, INS, 
Woman’s Day, TV Guide, Pageant 
and Esquire ... That’s TV Dept.: 
Dolores Hutton played 15-year-old 
on Robert Montgomery show Mon- 
day (7) and is roled as 30-year-old 
on “Justice” Sunday (13). 
WABC-TV staff director Roger 
Shope makes his bow as a producer 
via doubling as producer-director 
on the station’s “Look to Win” 
segment ... Marilyn Jacobs upped 
from program assistant to assistant 
director on “Tonight” ... Nelson 
Case planes to the Coast tomorrow 
(Thurs.) to do the United Motors 
commercials on Sunday’s_ (13) 
“Wide Wide World” from Burbank. 


| 
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| 
i “the situation within a situation” 
as employed in an upcoming 
“Daddy” episode. Maid in the 
series, the story line goes, wants 
to quit the household after several 
years because she fears the kids 
| don't like her anymore. What she’s 
| really afraid of—and this exists in 
real life for many domestics—is 
the fact that she’s grown too fond 
| of the children and suddenly real- 
| izes as they’re growing up that she 
| has no claim to them. It’s this 
| type of story treatment, with which 








Radio Registry 


people in every strata can feel an 





| identity, that Edelman feels con- 


. Ashley- | 


'tains this element of “digging.” 
Edelman admits that there isn’t 
;a large segment of the scripting 
| population that has this integrity 
and feel for motivation, but he in- 





sists that they are going to be} 
forced on the writers. “They'll | 
have to learn,” he states. But) 
even when they do, the producer | 
and writers must still be on the | 
alert for new approaches. That’s, 
the reason for his current Gotham | 
visit, to see if he can pick up some | 
new story ideas from east-based | 
writers. 

Apart from his “Daddy” chores, | 
Edelman is prepping a new series, | 
“It’s a Great Country,” in which! 
he’s partnered with ABC-TV and. 
for which the pilot has already | 
been shot, and 
and partner with creator-producer | 
Bob Sisk and ABC-TV in 
“Wyatt Earp” series. His role in| 
“Earp,” however, is a minor one | 
(apart from the financial arrange- | 
ment), being consulted on scripts | 
occasionally by Sisk being about | 
the extent of his duties. 


NBS’s Pot o’ Gold 


Continued from page 22 


is exec producer | 





the | 

















N. Y. press and RCA-NBC chair- 
man David Sarnoff, flanked by a 
trio of the top NBC-TV official- 


dom, with Mayor Richard Daley 
present to accentuate the civic 
amenities, used to showcase the 
“reafirmation” of the company’s 
interest in this No. 2 metropolis 
made the specifics seem somewhat 
anticlimatic by comparison. 


Nevertheless, the down-from-the- 
top disclosure that the parent 
company and the parent network 
are shelling out $1,250,000 to com- 
pletely retool WNBQ, the local tele 
o&o, for color-only transmission of 
live local programming not only 
served to point up the family 
pride in the Windy City operation 
helmed by Jules Herbuveaux, but 
the overall bullishness toward tint 
in the RCA-NBC circle. 


It was only a few months ago 
that there was some fear the NBC- 
TV plant might be beat to the 
color-draw by indie WGN-TV 
which is gearing for the rainbow in 
its new Prudential Bldg. facilities. 
WBBM-TV, the CBS’er, is likewise 
plotting color in its lush new lay- 
out now being readied for March 
1 occupancy in what was formerly 
the Chicago Arena. The NBC-TV 
crew has been “training” for its 
color debut up at Milwaukee’s 
WTMJ-TV which preemed its live 
tint in July, ’54. 

However, now WNBQ can claim 
a precedent that likely will go un- 
challenged—that of being the first 
station to go 100° color with the 
black & white gear getting the 
old hat treatment. According to 
owned-station veep Charles R. 
Denny, the transition is expected 
to be completed by April 15 when 
the five camera chains will be in- 
stalled in the trio of studios. 

Station's first live colorcast fol- 
lowed immediately after the closed- 
circuit press session with a por- 
tion of the “Bob & Kay Show” go- 
ing before the big camera. 

Although NBC prez Sylvester 
(Pat) Weaver sat in for the bi- 
city q & a’s and exec veepee Rob- 
ert Sarnoff gave a rundown on the 
network color activity, the empha- 
sis was all on the Windy City 
shop’s status as a hometowner with 
only a fleeting reference to net- 
work origination activity. 
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Recently voted “Best Non-Network 


Film Series”... “I LED 3 


in production for 3rd award winning year! 
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NBC Likes Chi 
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willingness of the midwestern cli- 
ents and their ad agencies to play 
it big with tv. 

As for instances, there’s Sun- 
beam Corp. whose loyalty to the 
spec concept last year backed by 
the Frypan success story, did much 
to counteract the diseenchantment 
of Hazel Bishop’s Raymond Spec- 
tor. Sunbeam’s love-those-specs 


| thinking via Perrin-Paus is regis- 


tered this season on the Sunday 
night “Color Spread,” along with 
Maybelline, also out of Chicago, 
via Gordon Best. 

Also in the kingsize category is 
latching of the 


| Maurice Evans’ Sunday afternoon 


roundelay with Foote, 


/ Cone & Belding directing the bill- 


ings. It was FC&B, for Armour’s 
Dial, along with the Gardner 
agency in St. Louis for Pet Milk, 
which last year staked out claims 


| on George Gobel. 


Then there’s the Perry Como Sat- 
urday nighter with ali but the Nox- 
zema portion filled with such Chi- 
booked accounts as Kleenex, Ar- 
mour, Gold Seal Wax, Dormeyer 
and Toni. And it was Motorola, one 
of Leo Burnett’s roster, that came 
on as the No. 1 charter client on 
the ‘‘Matinee” daytimer. 

Among the “old pros” identified 
on NBC-TV from hereabouts are 
Kraft Foods with its longrunning 
Wednesday dramas out of the J. 
Walter Thompson shop and S. C. 
Johnson of Racine whose billings 
on the Robert Montgomery Mon- 
day night plays goes through Need- 
ham, Louis & Brorby. 

Midwest has likewise been good 
pickings for assistant Chi sales 
manager Ed Stockmar and his THT 
corps. Only last week Helene Cur- 
tis was inked in for a $600,000 par- 
ticipation ride on “Tonight” start- 
ing in January and_=e running 
through August. Gordon Best 
handles the account. 








Halpern 
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and again,” he said, “that closed- 
circuit cannot succeed with the 
ordinary every day type of sports 
event.” He pointed out that the 
greatest successes have been cham- 
pionship fights. 

Football, he said, cannot succeed 
on a national basis, but that it has 
value in closed-circuit on a limited, 
regional network for alumni and 
local fans. 

Halpern said that the Baseball 
Commissioner will probably give 
some consideration toward the 
presentation of the World Series 
games on closed-circuit television. 
However, the TNT topper stressed 
that the baseball interests are 
faced with a tough public relations 
problem since it’s been a time-hon- 
ored tradition to offer the games 
on free radio and tv. “Perhaps,” 
Halpern said, “the opposition can 
be met by having radio free of 
charge for the regular public.” 
This system has been used in the 
presentation of the championship 
fights. 








Cleve.’s ‘Muldoon’ 
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carol pickups. Wallace moderates 
both the Veterans and Press Club 
shows. The Veterans stanza pro- 
vides information, as well as on- 
the-air answers to queries. 

The traffic series was revived 
by WNBK after its initial presenta- 
tion a year ago spotlighted a series 
of automotive bottlenecks and haz- 
ardous conditions that projected 
city and county officials into ac- 
tion, Current stanzas, to be written 
by Sanford Markey, will utilize 
film clips to show progress made 
and focus attention on aggravating 
problems. 

“Mr, Muldoon” serles is being 
scripted by William D. Ellis with 
Stuart Buchanan and McCann- 
Erickson as supervising producer 
and Joe Taski, Jr, WNBK, di- 
rector, Script writing and produc- 
tion costs are being financed by 
a grant from the Cleveland Foun- 
dation. Gordon Klein, formerly of 
the Lakewood Players, plays Mr. 
Muldoon, the reporter who finds 
“heroes” in welfare work, Play- 
house staffers assist Klein, 











Wichita—Nevin McCord takes 
over as manager of KEDD, ty sta- 
tion here, He joined the NBC affil 
in '54 as sales promotion director, 
moved to program director two 
months ago, 





VIC MAITLAND SETS 
OWN PITT AD AGENCY 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 8. 

Newest advertising agency in 
Pittsburgh will be launched short. 
ly by Vie Maitland, longtime ty. 
radio specialist with the Walker. 
Downing office on the Duquesne 
Brewing Co. account. Maitland wag 
the first to go in for bigtime tele. 
vision production here, launching 
a series of top musicals on WDTYV. 
now KDKA-TV, after that station 
_ been in operation only a short 
ime, 


Early this year, Maitland res 


Signed from Walker-Downing agen- 


cy to work directly for the brew. 
ery on advertising and sales pros 
motion. With the death a couple 
of weeks ago of William Walker 
head of W-D and founder of radio 
station WWSW here, Duquesne ac- 
count is being withdrawn from 
that agency, which had it for 
years, almost always under Mait- 
land’s supervision, and it will go 
to Maitland’s own agency. 

Ed Brown, former publicity di- 
rector for WCAE, and Dave Mur- 
ray, veteran radio and tv news- 
caster, who have been working 
with Maitland at Duquesne, will 
form the nucleus of his agency 
staff. ; 








TelePrompter 
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ern Union at an annual cost of 
$1,200,000, with the switching cen- 
ters (from which points all areas 
of the U. S. will be serviced) to be 
set up New York, Chicago, Atlan- 
ta, Dallas and Los Angeles. As 
such the network will be used for 
time clearance, transmission of 
availabilities, program changes, 
cueing, news, women’s and farm 
features, ad ccpy, with instanta- 
neous interconnection being pro- 
vided. 

A number of stations and several 
of the networks have already indi- 
cated a “count me in” on the “in- 
dustry network,” along with a 
number reps and agencies. Cost 
of the service will be pro-rated 
among the users. Huddles with the 
FCC last week resolved the net- 
work’s status as a common carrier 
operation, which will guide TeleP 
in its rate charges. New project 
will be known as TelePrompTer 
Program Communications  Net- 
work. 

Equipment to be used for the 
network was initially demonstrated 
at last spring’s NARTB convention 
in Washington. 





GRID BUMPS ‘CHAMPIONS’ 

“Junior Champions,” the Gerry 
Gross-Norman Baer juve sports 
Stanza, loses its air time on Sat., 
Nov. 19, to the USC-UCLA football 
game, which will be seen in the 
east starting at 5 p.m. 

“Champions” was lauded last 
week by Cardinal Spellman, when 
he launched National CYO Week 
as part of the show. 
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ANYTHING GOES FOR A POP HIT 





Decca-Universal Tieup Pays Off 
With $2,410,000 Net for 9-Months 





Continuing the trend that was¢ 
set since its majority stock buy in 
Universal Pictures, Decca Records 
net profit is continuing to climb. 
In the first nine months of 1955, 
ending Sept. 30, Decca’s net 
amounted to $2,410,264. Total in- 
cluded the diskery’s share in the 
undistributed earnings of Univer- 
n) 
¥ in the corresponding period of 
1954, Decca’s earnings were $2,- 
272.602, or $1.42 per share on the 
1.602,501 shares outstanding as 
against this year’s $1.50 on the 
same number of shares. At the 
present time, Decca owns 718,585 
shares in Universal, representing 
about 71% of the picture com- 
pany’s common stock. 

Decca’s nine months’ statement 
was a consolidated report of earn- 
ings without a breakdown between 
the take from disks and the pic- 
ture company. 





Diskers Prospecting 
For Kidisk Paydirt 
A La ‘Davy Crockett’ 


“Davy Crockett” may be gone 
but he’s not forgotten—at least not 
by the disk companies. The plat- 
teries are continually prowling the 
field for a tune from a juve tv 
show to follow-up the “Crockett” 
wax phenomenon. 


Walt Disney’s efforts for ABC- 
TV, of course, are getting the clos- 
est eyeing since it was the “‘Disney- 
land” show that steamrolled 
“Crockett” into the country’s No. 1 
song. From his upcoming “Mike 
Fink” series, the diskeries already 
have latched on to “King of the 
River” and “Yaller, Yaller Gold.” 
Both tunes have been etched by 
Fess Parker (Columbia) and Lou 
Monte (RCA Victor). Decca, mean- 
time, picked up on “Yaller, Yaller 
Gold” with Gary Crosby. The- 
songs were written by George 
Bruns and Tom Blackburn (the 
“Crockett” tunesmith) and are be- 
ing published by Disney’s own 
Wonderland Music. 


The “Wyatt Earp” vidpixer for 
juves also has a theme which is 
attracting diskery attention. It’s 
tagged “The Legend of Wyatt 
Earp” and it’s already been record- 
ed by Ralph Young for Decca and 
Bill Hayes for Cadence. Song was 
written by Harry Warren and Har- 
old Adamson and is published by 
Four Jays Music. 

In a similar groove is “The 
White Buffalo,” from the “Rin Tin 
Tin” vidpixer. It’s. been waxed 
by Hayes and James Brown, who 
appears in the series, for MGM. 
Song was written by Alan Berg- 
man and is published by Bourne. 


RCA SHIFTS TRIFERO, 
KEMPER TO NEW POSTS | 


John Trifero, RCA Victor field 
rep, has been upped to the post 
of merchandise manager for the 
Company’s album division. He’ll 
work under Bob Yorke who is 
heading the unit’s sales operation. 
George R. Marek is general man- 
aser of the Victor album division 
under the recent split between 
Singles and package merchandise. 
Meantime Ben Kemper, RCA 
Victor publicity Staffer for Red 
Seal disks, has been switched to 
handle promotion for RCA’s sub- 
sid labels, Groove. and X. He'll 
Work in the Victor singles division 
under the general managership of 
V. W. Bullock. Kemper’s replace- | 
ment in the publicity department 
has not yet been set. 








Graziano on Wax 
Rocky Graziano has moved into 
the disk field. Fighter turned tele 
Comic has waxed “Back In My Old 
Neighborhood” for the indie Rama 
label, Tune, which is pegged on 


Walker to Coast 


Frank B. Walker, MGM Records 
topper, heads for the Coast this 
week for confabs with Metro execs 


soundtrack sets. 
His Coast stay will run about 
three weeks. 


Ted Heath Orch 
To U. S. in 1% 


London, Nov. 8. 
After a ban on_ transatlantic 
band exchange had been up for 
20 years, it is at last to be lifted. 
This week, it has been confirmed 
that Ted Heath and his orch will 
be leaving London on April 1 next 


for a concert tour of the States, 
in exchange for the Stan Kenton 
orch which will open in Britair 
round about May 12. 

Harold Davison, who is handling 
Kenton’s European tour, and will 
be promoting the Kenton tour in 
Britain (in association with Mau- 
rice Kinn) is flying to New York 
on Nov. 24 to complete all details. 

American conductor - arranger 
Tutti Camarata, who left London 
on Friday (4) after a short stay 
here, has gone back to negotiate 
a further band exchange between 
the British Eric Delaney orch, and 
a Similarly-styled American outfit. 








Bron, Brit. Pub, Picks Up 


‘Jimmy Unknown’ Rights 

Sidney Bron, English publisher, 
has picked up the rights to “Jimmy 
Unknown” for Great-Britain. Tune, 
which is published in the U. S. by 
Jefferson Music, was written by 
Ruth Roberts and Bill Katz. 


Doris Day has already etched 
the song for Columbia release 
here. 


on upcoming filmusical product for | 


record business any more. In the 
hit have been so diversified that 
the artists & repertoire men don't 
| know which trend to follow. In 
fact, there is no discernible trend. 

Some of the a&r boys are look- 
ing favorably at the variety of song 
styles on the hit lists claiming that 
it gives them a wider latitude in 
plotting their release campaign. 
Others, however, say that the busi- 
ness has become more of a hit-and- 
miss affair than ever with no in- 
dication of what kind of song will 
break. 

In the past few weeks the spread 
on hit wax has included ballads, 
marching songs, religiosos, hill- 
| billy, rhythm & blues and instru- 
|mental. The a&r men are 





| by the fact that the hit waxing 
| doesn’t establish a trend. When 
j they attempt to copy a style, the 
| followup item rarely gets off the 
| ground. 

Tune diversification has been a 
| boon to publishers. A _ standard 
| a&r man phrase in turning down 
a song has been, “There’s no mar- 
ket for this kind of song.” Now, 
however, the publishers are retali- 
ating with “What’s the market? Is 
it ballad, hillbilly, r&b, ete.?” The 


tention to the song than to any 
particular hit waxing they may 
want to carbon. 

Pointing up the diversity of to- 
day’s wax market are such current 
clicks as “Love Is a Many Splen- 
dored Thing” (ballad); 
Leaves” (instrumental); 
Rose of Texas” (march); “Seven- 


(religioso): “Sixteen Ton” 
song ballad). 





Jazz, R&B Unit To Texas 
San Antonio, Nov. 8. 
The George Shearing quintet and 
Count Basie’s orch will be here for 
'a one--nighter Nov. 18 at the Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium in a jazz and 
blues show. 
The review will also star Ruth 
| Brown, T-Bone Walker, the Jacks 
land the Orioles. 





There’s no masterminding the | 


Cap Tags Teagarden | the pickings more plentiful in the 


past few months, tunes that have | 


con- | 
| tinually being frustrated, though, | 


a&r men are now paying closer at- | 


“Autumn | 
“Yellow | 


teen” (r&b); “Bible Tells Me So” | 
(work- 





NO TRENDS TA Country Music Now a Major Program 
GUIDE A&R MEN Factor on Coast-to-Coast Radio-T 





Jazz tootler Jack Teagarden has 
been pacted to Capitol Records. 
Teagarden will cut slices as an orch 
| leader and vocalist as weil as sit in 


on session with the diskery’s hause | 


band. 

For the past couple of years Tea- 
garden has been playing Coast 
niteries. 


‘Name Lloyd Dunn 
Cap Sales Veepee 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 

Lilovd W. Dunn has taken over 
as vicepresident in charge of sales 
and merchandising for Capitol 
Records. Dunn, who came to Cap- 
itol five vears ago after a career 
in the advertising agency and 
musie fields, has been vice presi- 
dent of the firm’s merchandising 
division, 

In the new post, he also assumes 





responsibilities in the distributing | 
with | 
which J. K. Maitland, veepee and! has grown out of corn. 


organization in connection 


— 


Nashville, Nov. 8. 


The pastures are greener and 
}county music hinterlands’ these 
; days. Cornfed music is now big 
| business and it has literally tow- 
ered from the strings of the sim- 
| ple guitar. Stars like Eddy Arn- 
old and the late Hank Williams 
| typify the exponents of the musie, 
_and the radio stations like WSM in 
| Nashville, are monuments to its 
;} success. A glance at tv and radio 
| Station schedules anywhere in the 
| nation is convine'ng: country music 
| has come to town. 

With the growth in popularity 
into all parts of the nation ‘eventu- 
|ally all parts of the world) there 
came other changes. The pre- 
dominance of fiddles was balanced 
with guitars, banjos and a few 
mandolins. Soon came the bass 
fidd'e, which was to be used as a 
percussion instrument. Then came 
the inevitable: the use of electric 
instruments, and finally even the 
drums. There are those, however, 
| who mainta‘n some of the original 
authenticity by a steadfast refusal 
ito use anv'hing electric, and still 
lean toward the fiddles for virtue 
lally all of the melody. Guitars, 
without attachments, are used fot 
rhvthm. 

With the growth, 


good money 


The folks 


national sales manager of Capitol | at thé “Grand Ole Opry” on WSM 


Records Distribution Corp., will | 
report to Dunn. CRI execs who! 
will continue to report to Dunn in- | 
clude merchandising manager Gor- | 
don R. Fraser; advertising man- | 
ager Lou Schurrer and market re- 
search manager Arthur Duncan. 


Col Adds Philly Orch 





Records kidisk line, 


For Longhair Kidisks | Gy jcago. 
The Philadelphia Symphony | Barn Dance” has been playing to 
i Orch has been added to Columbia | capacity 


here have known this for a leng 
time. “‘Ovry” plays to an average 
live audience of 5,000 persons 
weekly and has brought 6,000,000 


persons to Nashville during the 
| past 30 years. The “Opry” never 
|takes a summer hiatus and has 


| never missed a performance since 
lit began in November, 1925. 
Another contribuior to the 
| growth of country musie is WLS in 
The WLS “National 


crowds every Saturday 


“Introducing | night for 23 years now at the 8th 


‘the Masterworks.” Line, which was | (Continued on page 45) 


kicked off last vear by label’s kid- 


isk chief Hecky Krasnow, 





now in-! 


cludes Sir Thomas Beecham, Andre Tke to (at Double 


Kostelanetz and Efrem Kurtz. 

The disks, which are peddled foi 
9&e, 
\Vlasterworks catalog with 
appeal for juves. 


special 


include selections from eo Earful of Hi-Fi Via 





Binaural Machine 


Waltham, Mass., Nov. 8. 








OUT SOON! 





NEW YORK 36 





4 Juvenile delinquency theme, was 
menned by Eddie White, Mack 
Volfson and Mack Diseant. 

Phil Kahl’s Planetary Music is, 
Publishing, | 


154 W. 46th Sr. 6 





Forms closing shortly 


HOLLYWOOD 28 


The 


Of 


ET 


Usual Advertising rates prevail 


CHICAGO 11 
311 Yucca St. 


GOLDEN JUBILEE 
50th Anniversary Number 





Special exploitation advantages 


Copy and space reservations may be sent to any Variety office 


612 N. Michigan Ave. 


LONDON, W. C. 2 
8 St. Martin's Place 
Trafalgar Square 














Two hi-fi phonozraphs, ordered 
| by President Eisenhower befare 
|his heart attack, are on the way to 
| Denver with a batch of binaural 
tapes, chosen by Boston’ Pops 
| Orchestra conductor Arthur Fied- 
|ler and supplied by radio station 
WCRB here. 

| Fiedler chose light classical mu- 
| sie including some Strauss waltzes. 
|The two phonographs, constructed 
|by Henry C. Leng, feature binaural 
sound simulating living perform- 
lance. It’s actually two records be- 
ing played at once through two 
| complete reproducing systems. 
|The two sets can be used with 
either conventional LP disks or 
| with the new binaural tapes. 

Lang got the order from Denver 
the day before President Eisen- 
| hower was stricken. They were 
|ordered for Ike by Carl Boester 
'who has a similar musical setup 
in Denver. The president is in- 
| terested in binaural sound, he said. 
|The sets were specially engineered 
i|for a room 14 by 20 feet. 

Lang says if the Secret Service 
men take the sets apart to inspect 
them they’re going to have a time 
to put them back together again. 


PHIL KORNHEISER BACK 
- IN BIZ AS TUNEDEX MGR. 


Phil Kornheiser, vet music man, 
is back in action again as manager 
of George Goodwin's Tunedex op- 
eration. Firm is a music biz serv- 
lice for radio-tv stations and artists. 
| Kornheiser formerly had been gen- 
\eral professional manager of E. B. 
| Marks and was one of the top Tin 
Pan Alley songpluggers before his 
retirement. 
| Two of Kornheiser’s sons are in 
the music field. Sid heads up the 
professional department at EF. EH. 
Morris while Bob is disk promoter 
for Cadence Records, 


| 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By MIKE GROSS 











Archie Bleyer: ‘Nothin’ to Do’-| ‘Love Me Again” with less effect. 


* "Cause You're Lover” 


dence}. 


My 


won’t worry any of the wax croon 


It's a bit reminiscent of Don How 


ard’s “Oh, Happy Day” click of a; grade deejay programming. 
The moaning- | 
a frog-voiced 
On 
wife, 
nas: a) ter,” 


few vears_ back. 
stvled song gets 
sing talk workover by Bleyer. 
the bottom deck, Bleyer’s 
Janet, of The Chordettes, 
nifty blues rendition of 
You're My Lover.” 


~ The Jodimars: “Well Now, Dig 


This’ ="“Let s 
(Capitol). 


All Rock Together’ 


group, formed by three lammisters | 
from Bill Haley’s Comets are head- 
a big rackup with. ‘Well 
Side is a swing-| 


ed for 
Now, Dig This.” 


——— 


(Ca- 
Archie Bleyer’s first vocal | “Edelema” (London). 
attempt on his own Cadence label| instrumental dish, 


**’Cause | 


Mantovani: “Brass 


-| hard to beat. 


-'ma.”’ Both sides make for 

Danny Kaye: ‘Life Could 
Better Be’’-‘‘They’ll 
Fox the Fox” (Decca). 


Never 


gives Danny Kaye his 
wax offerings in some time. 


| 


tively. 





into a highly playable slice. 


Buttons”’- 
For a tasty 
Mantovani _ is 
He’s in a bright and 
ers but it’s offbeat enough to kick} breezy mood on “Brass Buttons” | 
up plenty of noise in the market.|and in a lilting groove on “Edel- 
top- 


Not 
Out- 
Score from | 
the upcoming pic, “The Court Jes- 
best | 
é “Life | 
Could Not Better Be,” is a brisk) 
tune which he handles with an in- | 
gratiating zest. The Marion Sisters 
This new rock ’n’ roll|}on MGM also bring it across effec- ; 
| “They'll Never Out-Fox 
the Fox,” on the Decca flip, is a} 
clever novelty which Kaye builds 














LAWRENCE WELK 


and his 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
220th Consecutive Week 





ti a ae See * =" en = _oenene | Aragon Ballroom—Ocean Park, Cal. 





. Best 


ARCHIE BLEYER  ........cccceces 





Bets | 


2 ti aesigwok a eis NOTHIN’ TO DO 





(Cagence) . ...« eee ticevccececcs«. COuse Youre Fy Lover 
THE JODIMARS ..........c0e-eeeeee+.-. WELL NOW, DIG THIS 
fe rr © ee Be 
GEORGIA GIBBS ........ poli Sica tas le Came 24 HOURS A DAY 
Bi en Se eee aa Rarer ene pera meg Se Goodbye To Rome 





bang beat all the way. Dick Jacobs {| Hours’’-“I Had to Lose You 
“Let’s | Love You” 


is featured on the vocal. 
All Rock Together” all shows ’em 
as potent entries in the rock ’n’ 
roll field. 

Georgia Gibbs: ‘24 Hours a 
Day”’-“Goodbye to Rome” (Mer- 
cury’). Georgia Gibbs is playing 
it safe with this coupling. One 
side, “24 Hours a Day,” is in the 
r&b idiom while “Goodbye to 
Rome” is a lush and colorful bal- 
lad. Her delivery is topnotch on 
both forms and each has a stepout 
chance depending on the whims of 
the deejays and juke trade. 

June Valli: “Oh! What a Day”- 
“Don't Tell Me Not to Love You” 
(RCA Victor). “Oh! What a Day” 
is the kind of ballad item that 
could stir up plenty of spinning in- 
terest. In June Valli’s hands, the 
tune emerges as a payoff item on 
all levels. “Don’t Tell Me Not to 
Love You,” on the other hand, is 
too lugubrious. 

The Rover Boys: “Come to Me’- 
-“Love Me Again” (ABC-Para- 
mount). The Rover Boys debut on 
the new ABC-Paramount label 
with a likely side in “Come to Me.” 
The boys have a neat harmony 


technique which shows to advan-. 


tage on this rhythmic ballad effort. 
They attempt an r&b styling on 


to 
(Columbia). Eileen 
| Rodgers continues to impress on 
wax. She’s got a_ sharp 
styling and an effective belting 
power. She hits hard on 
perate Hours,” a frantic item and 


peal. 
will nab the spins. 

Steve Lawrence: ‘‘The Lord Is a 
Busy Man’-“Adelaide” (Coral). It 
seems that this week’s big push is 
“The Lord Is a Busy Man,” a re- 
ligioso with a beat. Steve Law- 
rence gives it a spirited reading. 
Ralph Young takes it for a slower 
ride on the Decca label, but it, too. 
is an effective workover. Nan 
Wynn handles the song for RCA 
Victor with a captivating fervor. 
Lawrence isn’t too successful with 
his ‘‘Adelaide.” 


Bill Darnel: ‘Walking on 
Tightrope” - “Champagne and 
Tears” (Rex). Using Percy Grain- 
ger’s “Country Gardens” as the 
melodic source, “Walking on a 
Tightrope” develops into a bright 
wax treat. Bill Darnel is in top 
form working through the lyric 
which is excellently suited to the 


(Continued on page 41) 











song | 
“Des- | 
delivers the ballad, on the reverse | 


side, with understanding and ap-. 
It’s a tossup as to which side | 


| ABC-TV—Sat. 9-10 P. M. EDT 
| Sponsored by 


Dodge Dealers of America 


SATCHMO SELLS OUT 
"BERLIN'S 7,000-SEATER 


Berlin, Nov, 2. 

Louis Armstrong’s second Ber- 
‘lin appearance last week (the first 
'one was in Oct., 1952) was clicko 
| both commercially and musically. 
'He and his combo gave two per- 
'formances at the  Sportpalast 
'Thursday (27) and an additional 
/one the following night. 
- Admissions ranged from 25c to 
'$2. As a result, all shows were 
| sellouts. 
Crew opened, after coming from 
‘Scandinavia, its German tour in 
| Kiel Oct. 16 and played one-night- 
-ers in Hamburg, Dortmund, Dues- 
iseldorf, Mannheim, Karlsruhe, 
|Munich, Nuernberg, Kassel and 
| Frankfurt. Booking fee for Arm- 
/ strong & Co. was said to be $2,000 
‘per performance. Troupe is now 
|touring Holland, Belgium and 
| Switzerland. 


{ 
j 











: Liebert Folios 


The Big Three (Robbins, Feist & | 


Miller) has tapped Richard Lie- 
| bert, chief organist at New York’s 
| Radio City Music Hall, to arrange 
,a series of Hammond Organ solos 
‘and folios. 

| Firm already has printed the 
| first solos arranged by Liebert and 
‘expects to follow with several 
‘Hammond folios. 





VARTETY 
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ee Pe ree seceeeee+. Roger Williams ..........Kapp 
A leh gai aac Decca 
2. LOVE IS A MANY-SPLENDORED THING (9)..........+. ee See 8 tetas ** = +s Coral 
S. MOMENTS TO BRMRMBEE (8)... cccccccccetecccescs:+.) Four Eade wecveeees- Columbia 
{ Al Hibbler ...... Tere 
+ 7 HE (4) SO@eecoeeeseeceasnese soe . CSO CCREHOS 60006990 08+ «+ 5 Maes Sisters.........-Coral 
(Julius LaRosa..........Cadence 
; &. GUBDENLY THRRES A VALIERY (8)... ccccccccesesees: i GOL. GAGE ..<cce recess: Era 
& : |Jo Stafford ..........Columbia 
3 . TIN ’ 7 mec (Rusty Draper.....+...-Mercury 
t 6. SHIFTING, WHISPERING SANDS (3).....c.ceceeeeeeees. Sal meee te a 
> ” I HEAR YOU KNOCKIN’ (2) 2660090266496 ¢6¢ 0 60 8694066 68.48 & < Gale Storm. e@eoveeeaeeverer ° Dot 
z { Platters puss thecns seer 
- 8. ONLY YOU (4) 4606 6% ¢ @ ale ee2eeenee eeeeeeeeoeaeeeeseseeeees Lola Dee e286. 8 e@e@eeceaoee2 « Wing 
4 | Hilltoppers ......00.. Dot 
; 9. YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS (14)............ aT ee ee \ Mitch (ie Columbia 
t ) Johnny Desmond . Coral 
10. SIXTEEN TONS (1)......... Le eer eee CT eT Cree Tennessee Ernie Ford . Capitol 
; Second Group 
> I co a a a lan JOnt FAG. <con Cina s MGM : 
DT RE ain io kb bad ecaddcnne Oe Te ee Jaye P. Morgan ........ Victor 
bd AT MY FRONT DOOR | PAS BOONE... 4 canes ees Dot 
; Cpieh betes an Gewese cow aun ie pakimecues Bt Dewier............ Ceeden 
4 Baers SE 23.) —  stheands Sway aw oeeeeeeceas ensieees Perry Como ecccere Victor | 
7 4 “— ¢ | 
OR Fe i ink ko okt ka in a iekevcaeis } Cheers sseeceees Capitol 4 
+ ) Vaughn Monroe........ Victor 
° 
5 4 enone { Fontane Sisters ........ Dot | 
q Rr lee ee gee eee ae oases we ' Boud Bennett ....0...+ King 
3 Rusty Draper ........ Mercury 
— nA 727 anes 
> DURES PREG WE ook caavdskcne cicada | Nick Noble ..ssseee. Wing 
t ) Dick Cornell ...cccce Coral 
J CROCE DI ORO _............ FPaitt Page ..se.6e.. Mereury : 
4 Tne vo eer Pe, ea eee ae a / Jorn Req a> ta London : 
+ 
+ WAKE THE TOWN *", THE PEOPLE .. Ses Barter ..eseee. Capitol ¢ | 
4 (Mindy Carson ...... Columbia % 
3 . 
# AIN'T THAT A S™ Pit Poone Dot t 
ee RAS Bett h ae edansenes eens seteseneonrs Lom.no ae Imperial 
z » GE Wing ; 
+ ‘higures number Of weeks ser n wm » 10) ¢ 
FHHHFTOCOOHFOOHS. ETOH OOHOE DH, . a 640604408 


1 Rost Sellers on Coin-Machines «........000- 


' 
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Album Reviews 





Dotty 
|The Merrymakers: “Songs From 
|Walt Disney’s Magic Kingdom” 
(Columbia). Walt ‘Disney pix and 
tv’ers have been enhanced by top- 


lumbia set gives an excellent sam- 
pling of the kind of material the 
Disney songsmiths have been turn- 
ing out. With arrangements by Ray 


and colorful items good for kiddie 
or adult listening. Dotty Evans, 
Johnny Anderson and The Merry- 
makers help make it a standout 
package with their bright vocaliz- 
ing. 

Lawrence Welk and His Spar- 
kling Strings” (Coral). Lawrence 
Welk has one of the top money- 
making orchs playing the dance 
circuit today and this set shows 
why. He plays the tunes straight 
accenting the terp beat and gives 
each item enough color to make it 
sound fresh and inviting. There are 
no tricks in his conception and he 


tening as well. - 

Django Reinhardt: “Django’s 
Guitar” (Angel). There’s never 
been any question that the late 
Django Reinhardt knew his guitar 
and knew how to make the instru- 
ment do things that few other 
guitarists could. Angel has picked 
up a flock of masters that Rein- 
hardt had recorded in France 
through the years and in this set, 
the diskery has packaged eight 
tunes recorded as early as 1939 and 
as late as ’45. Most of the sides 
were initially issued on the French 
Swing label and they make for a 
solid 10-inch LP package. 

Gwilym Williams: “Welsh Folk 
Songs” (Jay). This is an offbeat 
item for folk fanciers. Gwilym 
Williams has been doing the Welsh 


Evans-Johnny Anderson- | bit for years and he know 


notch tune material and this Co-| 


Carter, the tunes emerge as gay} 


delivers with a beat that’s pegged | 
for terping. It makes for good lis- 


| € 'S how to 
| make a tune appealing even if done 


in the strange Welsh lingo. The 
tunes are simple and appealing and 
Williams sings ‘em attractively, [t's 
a 10-inch LP which runs from a 
aoe —— of “All Through the 
ight” to the national ; , 
Wales. anthem of 

June Hutton-Alex Stordahl Orch: 
“Afterglow” (Capitol). There's 
enough nostaglia in this set to 
please the oldsters and enough 
solid tune material to attract the 
| younger listener. Alex Stordah] has 
|taken a flock of oldies and put 
them in a new musical garbing, but 
not so new that they become un. 
recognizable, and his wife, June 
Hutton, sings ’em in an attractive 
sty'e. There can be nothing wrong 
with a package that features such 
faves as “It’s the Talk of the 
Town,” “You’re Getting to Be a 
Habit With Me,” “Until the Real 
Thing Comes Along” and “I Hadn't 
Anyone Till You.” 








Dr. Renna Joins Marks 


As Advisory Editor 
Dr. Albert A. Renna has been 
named advisory educational editor 
of E. B. Marks Music. Dr. Renna 
will continue as coordinator of 
music of the Central School Dis- 
trict No. 2 with offices in Mt, 
Kisco, N. Y. He will also be visit- 
ing professor of music education at 
the 1956 summer session of Syra- 
cuse U. School of Music. 


Under Marks’ expanded educa- 
tional program, Dr. Renna _ will 
work with Felix Greissle, firm’s 
chief editor and director of pub- 
lications, and Carl Zoehrns, Marks’ 
sales manager. 








copyrighted Audience Coverage 





Yellow Rose of Texas 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 


Published by Office of Research, Inc.. Dr. John Gray Peatman, 


Director. Alphabetically listed. * Legit musical. + Film. 
Survey Week of Oct. 28—Nov. 3, 1955 
A Woman In Love—7“‘Guys and Dolls”........... Frank 
Adelaide—i"Guys and Dollz” ......... sSiseee Sie Frank 
Ain’t That A Shame....... Ses Sot Pee ne Rw Commodore 
All at Once You Love Her—*‘‘Pipe Dream”....... Williamson 
See T ~ wiccc cw ccvcccsstesseaces Famous 
Autumn Leaves ....... cadena ea he ekd eO0 ee «meee 
ee Se WE TE, «no's ccscbeenuse en 00 060¢bma sen eee 
fo Pr eer ra a | y 
ee ee eee eaded ook rere. 
ES RS Se Ls ed a BVC 
eR OO: a pasisieelomiain ates Broadcast 
If You Don’t Want My Lawe..cesccccccccccsccce VOM Tiger 
Impatient Years ........ec«+s PE TRY Oar VP de any Rie Barton 
ee oe ee OS ada tawed eed tacan Advanced 
ee on sek cabhewdecdbacdenr hove Barton 


Love Is Many-Splendored—*“Love Is Splendored” Miller 


Miracle in the Rain—7“Miracle in the Rain” ..... Remick 
Moments to Remember ............. » tives bawa o ewer 
People Will Say We’re In Love—7‘‘Oklahoma”..... Williamson 
Pepper Hot_ Baby ORO Pe eee F ....... Sheldon 
moose Tattoo—T" Rose Tattoo” <..ciiccccseecessens Paramount 
Seventeen .......... ae wah bae tisleies wae yee 
Sucdenly There’s a Valley ..dccvccvcss Ayn reer ...H&R 

Then I'll Be Happy ......... asi 'eees iweews si cua Bourne 
There Shoulda De BMUles .. . os ccd sewk sco sha en ek bes Witmark 
ae OOS Pg ee ARE a ee ie PS, Re ees, er 8 DEER Roncom 





Wake the Town and Tell the People ............ Joy 
Weiow Rose GF TOROS oo cs onc ccs ccewaieice.s ooee-. Planetary 
Oe SN a a anne i Nae Jubilee 
tS: Cette eRe ee i nl ba Ie oe eee Peer 
| Top 30 Songs on TV 
| 
(More In Case of Ties) 
A Woman In Love—f“Guys and Dolls”............ Frank 
All at Once You Love Her—**Pipe Dream”....... Williamson 
POON ES BOUOS cia sk hie de Or a ae Ardmore 
Bible Tells Me aA Perey Teer ey ke pie pine Peni cate Paramount 
| Peet ER WO es oe kak beberesiak 22a areealaue _Planetary 
Croce Di Oro....... Re aay a ee ....-. Shapiro-B 
Girl Of My Dreams Is A Dreamer..........cccecs Durante 
Give Me Love...... Ss, Cara ake) eee eee eno ae H&R 
He SL Ae Ler ee Re stem yhaket a aa ota al beta tee eee Avas 
S want You Te Be Bly Dabo . «ec ccc s cuccccoksin Victory 


I'll Never Stop Loving You—*‘Love or Leave Me”. Feist 


| It’s All Right With Me—*Can-Can”............ Chappell 

| pe, TG Cs foie ko 6k oboe bok Owe cates Stratton 

RE OS eee ic das cee carbaa ue beeen Advanced 
Love and Marriage ........ CPR ep ee . Barton 
Love Is Many-Splendored—?“Love Is Splendored”. Miller 
Moments to Remember Sao re Pee ee Oe Beaver 
Oklahoma—*“Oklahoma” ................ _... Williamson 
People Will Say We're in Love—i“Oklahoma” .... Williamson 
a. re re ee ea Sheldon 
Pe CY yon te i aGuk bctneecarcecd ee eee Paxton 
Rain ME: MD so Fd 506% ka deduct cceerence oe. Champagne 
BE WC, RR ate te EL A a oP Morris 
See WN Ce nos kia ha tele wc San bwin Porgie 
Same Old Saturday Night .......cccsccccccscccces Barton 
medics eS 5 IT ROP rr Lois 
Suddenly There’s a Valley .........cccccccccees H&R 
Tina Marie OE Deere een dare Cone Roncom 

« Wake The Town And Tell The People ............ Joy 


Index & Audience Trend Index. 








Planetary 
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_ Continued from page 40 
ae rhythm strain. Ballad on; forward and sincere manner. “Take 


the 


tion. 
Kit Carson: “Band of Gold’- 
“Cast Your Bread Upon the 


(Capitol). After stirring 
noise in the midwest on 
the Mars label, Capitol bought the 
masters for a major push. It was 
a good catch because “Band of 
Gold” shapes as a_ country-wide 
y.oisemaker. “Gold” is a_ solid 
plending of melody and lyric and 


Waters” 
up some 


Kit Carson (formerly Liza Mor- 
row) brings it in a winner. She 
also handles, “Cast Your Bread 


Upon the Water,” a driving spir- 

jtual-flavored tune, effectively. 
Tony Alamo: “Girlie, Girlie, 

Girlie’-“I Wrote You a Song for 


Your Birthday” ‘RCA _ Victor). 
There’s enough buoyancy in 
“Girlie, Girlie, Girlie” to give 


Tony Alame a good crack at the 
deejay turntables. It’s a_ light- 
hearted side that should please the 


Iso rates atten-|Me Back to Yesterday” 
bottom deck als better chance but “Always You” 


' will win deejay consideration, too. 


| 





voung set. “I Wrote You a Song 
Yor Your Birthday” is a moderate 
ballad effort. 

John Laurenz: “Take Me Back 
to Yesterday’-“Always You” (Jubi- 
lee). Coupling of attractive bal- 
lads brings John Laurenz back to 
the wax fold with two fighting 
sides. 


| 
| 


1 


| 
! 


has the 


Connie Francis: ‘““My Treasure’’- 
“Are You Satisfied” (MGM). With 
a hefty plug on an NBC-TV soaper 
coming up next week, “My Treas- 
ure” rates a fair commercial bet. 
It’s a pleasant ballad and Connie 
Francis makes it an_ attractive 
slicing. She’s following Sheb 
Wooley’s cut of “Are You Satis- 
fied” and that’s a tough cut to 
buck. 





XMAS ENTRY GETTING 


JACK BENNY TV PLUG 


Jack Benny is the latest tele- 
vision performer to get in on the 
tune plug act. The comic has 
scheduled a showcasing of ‘‘That’s 
How Santa Claus Will Look This 
Year” for his tv stanza next month. 
Tune was written by one of his 
comedy writers, Sam Perrin, and 


his musical director, Mahlon Mer- | 


rick. The Sportsmen will sing 
the tune on the show. 


Song, which is published by 


He’s got a potent romantic | Fred Raphael, has been etched by 
style and delivers in a straight-' the De John Sisters for Epic. 








Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Oct, 29) 


London, Nov. 1. 
meme Star ow. dks ees Chappell 
Man From Laramie. .Chappell 
Hey There Frank 
Yellow Rose ........ Maddox 
Hernando’s Hideaway. ..Frank 
BV EVWHROTC ... . sows cea Bron 
I'll Come When You Call. Reine 
Evermore Rogers 
Every Day . « 60603.4skUOD INS 
Close the Door......Duchess 
Stars Shine oe... Maurice 
ee ee re Bluebird 


Second 12 


Learnin’ the Blues. .Connelly 
Never Stop Loving. . .. Robbirs 
Love Me or Leave Me...Prowse 
Dambusters March. ..Chappell 


Ol Water os.a5c Feldman 
ae eee Cavendish 
Unchained Melody.....Frank 
I Wonder ....... Macmelodies 
20 Tiny Fingers ..... F.D.&H. 
sOnn and Julie. .....6... Toff 


Banjo’s Back in Town. .Leeds 
Love Spl’d Thing....Robbins 


Flock of New Christmas Pop Tunes 





+ Despite a 


more cautious ap- 


YOUNG SEZ HE’S COOKING| Sesi*'sie Second"Sompanies ‘ne 


Hit Market for That Holiday Gravy 


A BIG TRUST ACTION 


| Barney Young, Tin Pan Alley 
publisher who has been a _ peren- 
nial storm center of the music biz, 
says he is now cooking a $7,500,000 
antitrust action against the three 
U.S. performing rights societies, 
|; ASCAP, BMI and Sesac, together 
with NBC and CBS. Young, who 
is the mainspring of the movement 


to set up a performing right so-| 
Op- | 


ciety controlled by jukebox 
erators, is expected to file in N.Y. 
Federal Court this month. 

Young headed tor Chicago this 
week for the exec board meeting 











27 next. 


Slim Whitman to Brit. 


London, Nov. 8. 
US. 





| singer Slim Whitman will 
; open his first British tour on Feb. 
He will remain in Britain 
| fol a minimum of seven weeks un- 
| der Lew & Leslie Grade’s booking 
' aegis. 


,of the Music Operators of Amer- 
ica. 


formance rights society. Move is 
designed to counteract the possi- 
bility that Congress may 
the Copyright Act to remove the 
present licensing exemption from 
coin machines. 








| sonal 


Young has received support | 
from the jukebox ops in behalf of | 
his idea to set up their own per- | 


amend | 




































































































































































































































































@ 5 P 2 s ala2leé at ee ‘en 
2 © ~ . 4) ¥; a re o 
elsif eisleléielizieisiai2iel4 a| 3 
we wee rs) ra) a = = S ‘) = 
VARIETY Sis liSlelelelzlalsl/ i slslelsleleie 518] 
Survey of retail disk best >» Ele /sl2]s sin |S iSlSl/RIBIeISisigia s/o; e| 7 
sellers based on reports ob- sie Tsis Fisie si Flo islelgialals|s Elelelo] o 
tained from leading stores in Zi\egislisiE we sig (Slo Sl Eel elslsiel/Silalalgs tT 
.21 cities and showing com- nolo] e s/fl/el1Siaele 2 G1 § ais wi eiziai & q A 
parative sales rating for this PIMs Ors FT izislslei Sig] F Sixio/Slel]SlEl 4 
and last week. ei; lztell ri 5 ‘i Sis li zi li lia 5 gil Set « 
— aie = ~~ = is Be ~~ = D 
: § eles Sle(@ (eid (Elg Ti2/5 Jlzgi Tisiyi7| oe 
National 6 lilis sivillSiz it = Pisa iain ltSiviela! & 
siflelelslelZitlei4 Sli ei elsizizisie 
Rating eisi&isi¢ £ asi¢il/aele_e! s © >|s| N 
me toe Pee eee eels ele laie lei el elei2lelsle| 2 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ZiIBIin (MIAH IBIS IA IS laAloaIvois lei aiole alals 
ROGER WILLIAMS (Kapp) ? 
1 2 “Autumn Leaves”..............-. C-—s. £ 6: 6 2 Ss Ss 2 SS Ee Se Se 6 150 
FOUR ACES (Decca) 
2 1 “Love Is Many-Splendored”....... -. 2. «££. 1 a... *& 3 3.3 2 130 
TENN. ERNIE FORD (Capitol) 
 -66 ites ee... .: 0.52... ae. Se : 4 1 1 10 9 i’ 2 1 1 96 
FOUR LADS (Columbia) : 
+ 3 “Moments to Remember”......... 4 8 7 3 6 5 4 5 2 a meee 3. 4 76 
AL HIBBLER (Decca) i 
ee. ae eee 9 7 38 8 7 2 2g 4 a ae _ 2 6 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) 1 9 58 
6 4 “Yellow Rose of Texas”..........- ze 5s: = @ 6 7 6 a ee ee ee 
GALE STORM (Dot) . 
7. 11 “I Hear You Knockin’”.......... a 2 . 2 & eee 7 5 357 
PLATTERS (Mercury) ‘ 
ees 8 20°90. . 6 £4 6 2 6 .. ww oe ee ee ee es 
RUSTY DRAPER (Mercury) 
9 8 “Shifting, Whispering Sands”..... oo 7.'s 4 5 4 Mins 4 .. 4 
BILLY VAUGHAN (Dot) 
107 “Shifting, Whispering Sands”..... ee 5 9 Po BO 
CHEERS (Capitol) 
11 5 “Black Denim Trousers”.......... 6 Ss ee 7 _-- 9 .. 10 10 34 
FONTANE SISTERS (Dot) 
_ i  £. Serres. Fs SS 3 +s ss 2 _-: 26 
AMES BROS. (Victor) 7 9 
13A 9 “My Bonnie Lassie”.............. . a 10 a. Se ee ee ee 24 
PAT BOONE (Dot) . " 
13B 15 “At My Front Door”.............- 5s 10 si 6 .. .. +.» Um 
EL DORADOS (Vee-Jay) 3 23 
| z=? “At My Front Door”.............. Pe ae 4 3 - Z scidicadimatapiae alent 
McGUIRE SISTERS (Coral) 
im ee. owe. eee 3 a 8 10 ee ee 
GOGI GRANT (Era) 
17 12 “Suddenly There’s a Valley”...... er ee eee 9 9 38 6 ts ts 6 16 
HILLTOPPERS (Dot) 4 15 
=. i eens Poe ee ee ee eC Bed " PC ee Ce 
JOHNNY DESMOND (Coral) . 13 
19... “Yellow Rose of Texas”.......... eT a a C5 eK Ok ae 
JONI JAMES (MGM) 7 10 8 12 
20A 23 “You Are My Love”.............- —— a [a oe a ees eee ee 
= DON CORNELL (Cora!) 9 9 12 
20B 23 “Bible Tells Me So”.............. eae Se ee Bee A oe. eT en ee a 
PERRY COMO (Victor) " 7 6 11 
22A 13 “Tina Marie” cee eeeeereeeseseeees 10 ae =. St EE: LAS 
NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) ae 44 
22B “Forgive My Heart”.............. 10 eS ee ee eS ania $$ 
. FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) 7 10 
24... “Love and Marriage”............. ae Ae a oro eee ia seas 
. NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) a kel 
25 21 “Someone You Love”............- ; - 10 s+ oe e+e ™ a oe re 
1 2 3 | ‘ _ 8 ° 
MISS SHOW BUSINESS LOVE ME OR OKLAHOMA! IN THE WEE, $O SMOOTH LONESOME ECHO 
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SIX TOP LEAVE ME k Perry Come Jackie Gleason 
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Doris Da ae ee oa 
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still scrambling for’ that big sea- 
click and are starting to 
| ship this week hoping for an early 
| Sales start. 

The diskers apparently are bank- 
| ing on the Sid Tepper-Roy C. Ben- 
nett novelty ‘Nuttin’ For Christ- 
| mas’’ as the breakaway. Published 
iby Ross Jungnickel, the Aber- 
| bach’s ASCAP firm, tune already 
has six wax workovers. It’s a cute 
|; entry and Ricky Zahn & The Blue 
| Jeaners shape as the best bet for 
| top play with their Columbia wax- 


ing. Also in thé competition are 
eight-year-old Joe Ward (King), 


| Art Mooney (MGM), Eartha Kitt 
(Victor), and comedy versions by 
| Stan Freberg (Capitol) and Homer 
& Jethro (Victor). 

Jimmy Boyd (Columbia) is looking 
for an “I Saw Mommy Kissing 


Santa Claus” repeat with “A Kiss 
For Christmas.” Pevd's a_ little 
older now and it looks like he 


Wants to get in on the kissing act. 
| The slice registers as an okay spin- 
ning bet. 

Gayla Peevey (Columbia) has a 
| bright item in “77 Santas” while 
| Lou Monte (Victor) inserts his fav- 
|orite lingo into “Italian Jinele 
| Bells” for limited appeal. 

Louis Armstrong (Decca) and 
| Tony Martin (Victor) give the hol- 
|iday season a wide ranzve. Arm- 
| strong works through “Christmas 
| In New Orleans” and “Christmas 
In Harlem,” both average entries, 
| while Martin belts with “Christ- 
;}mas In America’ and “Christmas 
| in Rio.” Latter side’s neat Latino 
| beat will win attention. 

| Ed Penney (Decca) is a bit sae- 
| charine on a recitation side “What 
_ Is Christmas,” while Babs Gonzales 
| (King) seems flip with his hip cou- 
| pling of “Be-Bop Santa Claus” and 
| “Watch Them Resolutions.” The 
rock 'n’ roll beat is also after the 
Yule gravy with “Reindeer Rock.” 
| Versions by Boyd (Columbia) and 
| The Sportsmen (Key) are so-so. 

Two of last year’s entries, “Santa 
Natale” by David Whitfield ‘(lon- 
don) and “Home For The Holidays” 
| by Perry Como (Victor) are being 
| prepped for another drive. Both 
are solid bets to dig in as per- 
manent seasonal] slicings. Gros. 


COL SLICES EP PRICE 
ON PROMOTIONAL DISKS 


Looking for a quick takeoff on 
| several of its new extended play 
| platters. Columbia Records’ has 
| prepped a special sales promotion 
| for one-stops and jukebox oper- 
| ators. Campaign is being launched 
i with a Yule EP eut by Joe Loco, 
| newly pacted Col artist. 
| Diskery is shooting out the EP 
/on a one-shot deal at 49c. Col’s 
|regular retail price on EPs _ is 
| $1.49. The EP will be shipped to 
| the one-stops and ops at the cut 
| price in a plain sleeve. Platter in- 
cludes Loco’s mambo _ interpreta- 
tions of “‘White Christmas,” ‘‘Win- 
ter Wonderland,” “Jingle Bells’ 
and ‘Rudolph, The Red-Nosed 
Reindeer.” 

Other EPs in line for the special 
sales push were cut by Mary Mar- 
(tin and Frankie Laine. 











British Names Top : 
Platter Bestsellers 


London, Nov. 8. 

Home-grown talent heads the 
best selling records list for Brit- 
ain. Jimmy Young’s “Man From 
Laramie” (British Decca) has been 
at the top for several weeks now, 
and is this singer’s second No, 1 
on the run. His first was “Un- 
chained Melody.” 

Up two places to second is the 
Johnston. Bros.’ ““Hernando’s Hide- 
away” followed by “Blue Star,” 
by the Cyril Stapleton orch, com- 
pleting a trio for the Decca label. 


Bill Haley’s “Rock Around the 
| Clock” (Brunswick) is fourth, and 
Mitch Miller’s “Yellow Rose ol 
Texas” (Philips) has slipped three 


places to fifth. Johnnie Ray's “Hes 
There” (Philips) has tome up from 


10th to .sixth, beating Rosemary 
Clooney’s version of the same tune 
on the same label, whieh stays at 
eighth. David Whitfield’s “Ev'ry- 
where” (Decea) bas moved up from 








ninth to seventh place. 
' 
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Decca Again On 
Hillbilly Binge 


With 9 Signings: 


Decca Records is going on a new 
hillbilly bimge and has signed nine 


new names for the country & west- 


ern division under Paul Cohen’s 


aegis. Included among the new 
additions are Roy Acuff, currently 
at the Palace Theatre, N.Y., 
his troupe; Jim Wakely, 
been shifted from Coral to Decca, 
and Jimmy & Johnny, brother team 
formerly with Chess Records. 
Cohen has also inked Woody 
Mercer, Arizona singer currently 
appearing on WLS in Chicago; Red 
Garrett, ex-RCA Victor artists; 
Roy Drusky, out of Atlanta; Bobby 
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VARIETY Scoreboard | 
TOP TALENT AND TUNES 


| Xmas Spirit < 


Continued from page 1 








ST eee a | 
| they’re going to restrict the sea. 
‘sonal slices until Dec, 10, which 
will further the limit the chances 
of a new item to break away. 

The diskers insist that a record 
needs plenty of air time before it 





can make any dent on the public. 





Coin Machines _ Retail Disks 








Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


Two of the biggest Yule platter hits 
in recent years, ‘““Rudolph, the Red. 
Nosed Reindeer” and “I Saw 
Mommy Kissing Santa Claus,” were 
given early spinning starts by the 
jockeys. “Rudolph” hit the turn- 
tables in late September and 
“Mommy” began to take off in 











mid-October. The jocks have be- 





merated above. 





NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising ecch of the three major sales outlets enu- 
These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 


come less flexible in the past cou- 
ple of seasons and only on rare 
occasions does a Christmas platter 
get an airing before Thanksgiving 






































































































































Helms, from Bloomington, Indiana, with VARIETY. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- Day. 
“ Billy “gg se alia — veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail gay. a disk sales exec said, 
couple of weeks ago, Decca - a ; : ea ee ; : “isn’t showing any responsibility 
sani a series he — disks/ and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music), to the record industry by this arb:e 
rame aroun illbilly dance trary decision,’ He added, “We 
bands. | TALENT supply the stations with millions 
| POSITIONS . i el ms free ee 
, This Last hrough ne year and the least 
Weiss & Barry to Get | Week Week = ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE vt ee ee ee b- 
: : ’ , ortant sales drive 
3d Cinerama Pic Score 1 1 ROGER WILLIAMS (Kapp)..........-.++- Autumn Leaves In addition to strapping the 
( = : — breakaway chances of a new Yule 
The score for the third Cinerama 2? 2 FOUR ACES (Decca).......... J Wudket en \ Love Is Many -Splendored platter, the diskers claim that the 
pic has already been tied up by |} Woman in Love deejay restriction hurts the rest 
a Es pnt * . . oe : : , ‘ Z 3 H as . To ae re 
W eiss & Bar ry. Pic is still being 2 TENNESSEE ERNIE FORD (Capitol) ..... Sixteen Tons of the line, “‘A lead Christmas wax- 
shot and no release date has yet Pp ing,” they add, “‘will bring people 
oe wie tii Sia | 4. 3 FOUR LADS (Columbia).............. ‘ Moments to Remember into the stores where other disks 
penning the fone and W&B yobs 5 4] AL HIBBLER (Decca)....... reer TTT ee om al ee nlRi a = 
pect to puli out the main theme , ‘ ‘ 
for a pop workover. It’s not yet 6 GALE STORM (Dot) Soke e ee eo eee ee I Hear You Knockin’ 
been titled. . 66 
7 4 MITCH MILLER (Columbia)............. , {Yellow Rose of Texas SANTA ROSA 
) Bonnie Blue Gal 
id 8 cg yy) Only You LEA ROSA” 
ae — : 
Thanks 9 8 RUSTY DRAPER (Mercury)..... ieewweee _\Shifting, Whispering Sands 
eee | Seventeen London Record No. 1602 
10 7 PAT BOONE (Dot)...........-. ee (At My Front Door 
)Ain’t That a Shame Sung by 
DEEJ AY S TUNES DAVID WHITFIELD 
POSITIONS eA p N 
aa tan (*ASCAP, BMI) on the 
Week Week TUNE : | 
FORSPINNING || 1.01 eat ” Armes A eee 
1 1 *AUTUMN LEAVES eee ei oe ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ¢$e¢256¢0¢06¢2 Ardmore 
4 2 2 *LOVE IS A MANY-SPLENDORED THING....... i hallo lo act cats y 
i 3 5 RINGS ies, kee en Ne ee se dee a alee said laste teins alts CA le 3 
DOGFACE 4 3  *YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS...... RS eee idersees SES b oo, 
v5 > 4 “MOMENTS TO REMEMBER .............. cccccees rer = — LOVELY LIES 
SOLDIER 6 6 *SHIFTING, WHISPERING SANDS .............. ‘csi bh ceae ee London Record No. 1610 
7 | *SUDDENLY THERE’S A VALLEY ............... weeee - Hill & Range Sune b 
4 Y > un y 
From the U-I Picture 8 e yb > 8 i.) See cin gain oalate aaa tiara leo ate ercecce American 
"TO HELL AND BACK" 9 e° We ee eT Oo , ocs ow kd vcceeseeeeadeeeee evecee Commodore THE MANHATTAN BROS. 
Starring AUDIE MURPHY 10 SRR eee: Amn tee gn ee ete nT mi wore eT Wildwood Publishers 
: M ‘has set up demonstrations of the, boxes on 10c play. All of the auto- | RL 
Recorded by ‘Morris Music to Push | piano method in key cities around | matic phonographs distributed by | BU INGTON MUSIC CORP. 
Lib Pj M h d the country where the film will| Boston firms to operators in the | 539 W. 25th S#., N. Y. C. 
RUSS MORGAN—Decca iberace Fiano Wietho | preem. Thus far 14 demonstrations | New England states are now com- | OR 
| have been lined up with the finale |ing through from the factory egon 5-6060 
Liberace has joined f ith | I 8 8 C10? gon 
JOE LIPMAN—M-G-M E. H. el aR os to push his | set for New Orleans Noy, 18. The | geared for 10c play. | 
cs piano method. Working with musi- | demonstrations, pegsed for local | 
STEPHEN MAKE—Original } cai director Gordon Robinson for | piano teachers, are being handled 
the past five years, the pianist de-| by Liberace staffers Hal Pruden 
veloped the ‘Liberace Course of | ee anemia tl “rik 
Published b Piano Study” and turned over the | ogee. See fata 
Y publication rights to Morris. The | Course of Fn0 Study, Morris 
SHAWNEE PRESS INC course includes three folios priced | also took over the Bel Canto Music 
’ ’ at $1 each. catalog. Bel Canto is Liberace’s 
1270 SIXTH AVENUE The folios are currently being | | publishing firm. A few years ago 
NEW YORK 20, N. Y. promoted in conjunction with the | Morris published a folio tagged 
release of the Liberace pic, “Sin- | “Liberace By Candlelight.” It's al- 
‘aaeete Yours” (ian Shere | ready sold over 80,000 copies. Phil | PE35 
Sade — | Lang reps Morris in the Liberace a 
= — tieup. RECO 
a 6 * RD 
“a es eo ss sen 8. ss” m Hee Louis ‘ARMSTRO ONG . edd a 
4 | 10c Jukebox Play Now 15 THE HILLTOPPERS ||" "''*'*'*- Decca d 
+ A LT . y | Blankets New England, |[]] THE PLATTERS 20 0000-007"7-- gap Dot ) 
~ a Augusta, Me., Nov. 8. Sop Pee en ahi Wing 
J . 1e 10¢c jukebox play, which , °° eeeen 
and His Orchestra wy | went into effect in most of New w Published By : 
Current! wg | England last year, has now started ILDwWoopD MUSIC, INC, } 
y se in Maine. Irwin Margold, general * Non- -Exclusively licensed b re 
CAFE ROGUE — mannger of Trimount Automatic y BMI cs: oa 
s sales Corp., held a showing here I> 
HOTEL STATLER, NEW YORK wae | Of the new Seeburg 10c and med ad 
‘ . 2 ew * meee automatic phonograph for | a 
: Pa | Maine ops. 
Label X Records Bernie Woods, Pers. Mgr. as Some 62 ops reported at the 
Seseusnsae 2 a". show that they had junked the 
ie = Oe ee ee at tet te ee @ 0’ e', oe nickel and were operating on the 
dime. -A Fastest 
. Dime play, which began auspi- merica’ <; 
ASSOCI ciously in Massachusetts, has had 
ATED BOOKING CORPORATION = and downs in the southern | 
! states. It bogged down in several <6 alli -R 70 
JOE GLASER, Pres. : areas and ops cut back to 5c. But, | ae e ing - ecor s+ 
New York. Chicago Hollywood recently, it took a stepup ‘again | 
745 5th Ave. PL, 9-4600 203 No. Wabash |and nearly all spots, except in de- | 








| 8619 Sunsét Bivd.-” 
‘pressed areas, pow have their juke | 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Mag writer Tim Taylor took the disk jockey fraternity over the | 
coals in a piece for Cue (Nov. 5) tagged “Disc Jockeys Rule The 
Airwaves.” According to Taylor most deejays seem to feel that their 
primary job is to sell recordings. “On the contrary,” he comments, | 


‘hey are supposed to be entertainers. It is no more their job to stimu- | 


late record sales than it is the job drama critics to stimulate the sale 
of theatre tickets.” To the disk jockey alibi for playing musical junk, 
“ihat’s what they want,” Taylor retorts: “The avid readers of the 
ceandal magazines would prefer pornography. . 


would ‘sell.’ 
On payola (which Taylor extieien as a VARIETY-type music-industry 
word meaning bribe”), he quotes deejay Bill Randle as follows: 
“There are millions of dollars of payola every year. One well known 
jock allegedly received a Cadillac which sat for several weeks in 
garage. He hadn’t yet learned to drive.” Taylor also interviewed deejay 
Alan Freed who said he accepted valuable gifts. “But not in front,” 
Freed explained. 


giving up control of my program.” 


A byline piece in the London Daily Express last Thursday (3) by | 
Max Bygraves complained that British songwriters were getting a 
raw deal from British publishers. The star, who heads the cast of 
“Veet Me on the Corner,” which opened on Friday at the Hippodrome, | 
revealed that he.selected his numbers for the show by asking music 
publishers to let him hear the songs they had shelved. 

Most of the numbers he tried were British and three stood out. 
One gave them the title for the show and the others were “Limey” 
and “Wake the Town and Tell the People.” He believed it would be 
possible to walk into any London publisher's office and cast a show 
with good songs from the spike. “You wonder why so many good 
numbers are spiked,” he says. “It is because.they are British. Singers 
here wait till American records have made a number popular. I be- 
lieve our songwriters are just as good as the Americans. Nobody gives 
them a chance.” 


Columbia is now covering furniture styles. In the past the Col 
distribs around the country had been tipping the homeoffice execs 
on tunes that should be cut but never before had a distri put in a 
request for a special style phonograph. A few weeks ago, however, 
word came from Col’s Coast rep that there was a big demand for a 
French Provincial style phono cabinet. Diskery has rushed the new 
phono into the line and it goes into the market next week. 
at $199.95. 





COL, RCA GET HEFTY ireties wis stum Heats: “ees | 
music” station, KEAR. During the | tures 


LONGHAIR PLUG IN SF. 


San Francisco, Nov. 8. 
RCA Victor and Columbia Rec- 
ords are getting an unusual hefty 
= ters this month. 
Deal was set by Stephen A. Cis- 
ler, KEAR prexy, with George 


programming time, day and night, 
consisted of Victor 
total of 434 hours. 














Meyberg Co., RCA’s distribs here, 
and Patrik Butler, 
lumbia Records division of the H. 
R. Basford Co. 


Pinch Pistol Packin’ 





Oklahoma City, Nov. 8. 














tet was jailed here after a Satur- 
day night (5) performance on 
charges of carrying a concealed 


t 
Eileen BARTON weapon. Police said Andrew Tersh- 


LATEST CORAL RELEASE er was carrying a pistol and got 
CRY ME A RIVER | in a fight after a dance at the 


B/W Municipal auditorium. 


Thersher spent the night in jail 
COME HOME and posted $20 bond the next day. 
Dir.: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


He told police he carried the pis- 











tol because ‘‘in some of the places 
I work I have to fight my way out 
before I can leave.” 











Decca Repacts Thrush, 


Signs Crooner Rondo 


Jeri Southern, Coast thrush, has 
been repacted by Decca Records. 
She joined the company in 1951. 
Miss Southern is currently on a 
nitery tour. 

At the same time, Decca’s artists 
& repertoire chief Milt Gabler has 
added a new singer, Don Rondo, 
who debuted on Fred _ Robbins’ 
CBS radio show, 
couple of weeks ago. 


MILLS MUSIC, 


INC, 























We take pleasure in announcing that | 
PHIL KORNHEISER 


is now associated with us 





Tune Dex, Inc. — Song Dex, Inc. 











| ing out 


This does not mean | 


~ tis : rely .g it | 
that our newsstands should be: stocked with filth merely because a holdings to promote the disk. 


his 


“If I’ve helped somebody, I'll accept a nice gift, | 
ut I wouldn’t take a dime to plug a record. I’d be a fool to; I'd be | 


It’s priced | 


disks for a! eq 
Same showcas- | 
ing is being given Columbia plat- | 


| 


Skinner, record manager of Leo J. | 


manager of Co- 


Member of Drifters 4 


A member of the Drifters Quar- 


“Young Ideas,” a 


Atomic Hit 
Elton Britt’s new RCA Vic- 
tor slice, “Uranium Fever,” 
Was inspired by his recent pur- 
chase of 3,000 acres in Utah to 


prospect for uranium. Tune 
was penned by his. wife, 
Penny, and is being published 


by Trinity Music. 

The publishing firm is send- 
“genuine” uranium 
deejays along with 
shares in Britt’s Utah 


rocks to 
stock 








FRENCH TOOTERS STRIKE. 
F OR ROYALTY PAYMENTS 


Paris, Nov. 
Over 600 union musicians, a. 
|gaged in making records, have 
eee on strike here for over a 
week. Many of the top pressers 
| have practically ceased work since 

‘the walkout. Players want a hike, 
| individually from $9 per session to 
| $14, not more than 2 three-hour 
| session for every 15 minutes of 
'disk time, and payment in salary 
i form to make them eligible for so- 
| cial security. Another factor is a 
| demand for rights in sales, me- 
|chanical transmissions and regroov- 
ling in other countries. 

Music syndicate feels that. in 
| Many cases, disks serve to lead to 
| musicians, unemployment as many 
dance halls use the platters in- 
| stead of live orchestras. 





Gershenson to Bow As 
Mood Music Maestro 


Hollywood. Nov. 8. 
Joseph Gershenson, Universal- 
| International music _ director, 
makes his bow as a disk conductor 
| with a new album of wood music 
for Decca. Twelve-inch LP was 
recorded with a big band and fea- 
lusn string and woodwind 


whole of October, all of KEAR’s | | arrangements. 


Gershenson has been represent- 
on the label before via sound- 
track albums from U-I pix, 


Street 


| such 


|motion-on the part of 


; and to the more sophisticated jazz- | 


; country 
fields and the big cities, 
penetrated deep into Mexico. 














Hillbilly Music On AM-TV 








Theatre. The latter 
recently remodeled to make it the 
most up-to-date legit theatre in| 
Chicago. 2,500,000 visitors have 
seen this one since its inception. 
‘Ozark Jubilee’ 

When one thinks of Red Foley, 

one cannot help but think of the 


was ; 


“Ozark Jubilee” in Springfield, 

| 
Mo. Red made the _ switch to} 
Springfield, Mo., a.few months 


back, and since has been joined by 
headliners as Webb Pierce. 
Bobby Lord, Marvin Rainwater 
and many others. This has been 
one of the fastest growing towns 
in the country as far as country 
musie is concerned, and the pro- 
such men 
as Si Siman, Lou Black and Don 
Richardson has been instrumental 
in the spread of the music through 
the middle west. The ‘Louisiana 
Hayride” has helped country music 
grow in the deep south. through 
the bayou country of Louisiana, 
educated areas the Gulf. 
The “Big ‘D’ Jamboree” is another 
big show, coming from Dallas, 
Texas and featuring such stars as 
Sonny. James, Hank Locklin, Char- 
line Arthur to mention a_ few. 
From deep in the heart of Texas, 
music has reached the oil 
and has 
Ed 
McLemore is the man behind the 
scenes in this particular show. 
Other powerful country 
stations are WLW, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, with thee ‘Midwestern Hay- 
ride’; WWVA, Wheeling. West 
Virginia, “Jamboree”: WRVA, 
Richmond, Virginia, and its “Old 
Dominion Barn Dance.” and the 
“Hometown Jamboree” from Hol- 
Iywood. The list is almost endless. 

In the recorded music field, too, 
things have happened in a big way. 
Wise men have recognized the pop- 


along 


musie | 


| late Hank Williams. 








Continued from page 39 —} 





ular appeal of country music and 
put it on wax. With the advent af 
the juke box, the record player, 
and the disk jockey, the record 
has become the thing. 

In recent years, many 
records have been cut. These are 
the country music records which 
score in the country field, and hit 
again when re-arranged and cut 
by a pop artist. Probably no one 
produced as many of these as the 
But there are 
artists in this cate- 
gory, men like Foley, Arnold, 
Webb Pierce, Carl Smith, Faron 
Young and others. Not to be un- 
derestimated are the fan clubs 
which go all out to promote the 
records of the stars. 


Personal Appearances 
The wide-spread popularity of 
the country music artists is best 
reflected in their personal appear- 


“border” 


other living 


ances. Annually, country musie 
artist tour every state in the union 
and the providences of Canada 
with a marked degree of success. 
One of the most timely instances 
of their popularity is the current 
billing at the Palace Theatre on 
Broadway where Roy Acuff, and 
his Smokey Mountain Boys, Kitty 
Wells ,and Johnnie & Jack are 
making appearances. 

And now, country music has 
turned to television, or, more cor- 
rectly, television has turned to 
country music. 

Also, country music is impor- 
tant in Hollywood where Acuff, 
Ernest Tubb, Cowboy Copas, Eddy 
Arnold and Webb Pierce’ have 
made films and a “Hank Williams 
Story” is in the making. And, even 
more recent than this is the cur- 


rently scheduled premiere showing 
of Faron Young's ‘“‘Hidden Guns” 
for the Country Music Disk Jock- 
eys meet in Nashville during the 
WSM 30th Anniversary celebration 
and the National Disk Jockey Fes- 
tival Nov. 11-12. 
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H-O-T! A MOST TOPICAL SONG! 
| 1 Don't Want To Ever Be A Princess 


By SPADE COOLEY and EDDIE BRANDT 
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On The 





Upbeat | 





New York 


George Albert and Art Waner 


hitting on a_ two-week trek 
through the midwest plugging 


Waner’s MGM slicing of “A Month 


of Sundays” Dick Gersh han- 
dling eastern promotion for the 
indie Fortune label Irving 


Fields Trio currently at the Park 
Sheraton’s Mermaid Room...Joe 
Loce Quintet began a two-week 
stand at San Francisco’s Mocambo 
yesterday (Tues.)...Pianist Frank 
O’Brien currently at the Louis Pe- 
tie eatery...Greta Keller’s two 
sides, cut independently o’seas, 
will be released here by London | 
Records not Decca as erroneously | 
reported in last week’s VARIETY... | 
Harold (Shorty) Baker’s new com- 
bo at the Composer Miriam 
Abramson, Atlantic Records exec, 
back at her desk after a European 
junket Henry Okun, disk promo- | 
ter for Art Mooney, covering mid- | 
western Pennsylvania this week! 
for the orch leader’s new MGM 
waxings Lou Stein Trio began 
a two-weeker at the Embers Mon- | 
dav (7) Ted Maksymowicz’s polka 
orch celebrating its sixth anni at 
Roseland. 

Jerry Kay, former deejay on 
WTIX (New Orleans, joined disk 
promotion staff at Jubilee Records | 

Bethlehem Records publishing | 
a monthly news report. Joe Quinn | 
is editor Mitch Miller back at 
his New York desk after a week's | 
vacash down south...David Whit- | 
field back to England after two) 
guest shots on Ed Sullivan’s CBS- | 
TV show. | 


Hollywood | 


d.j. Chico Sesma has in- |} 
special half-hour show | 
he spins only Latin jazz | 
disks . . . Ronald Stein has been | 
signed to compose and conduct | 
score of “The Phantom from 10,- 
000 Leagues,” Milner Bros. produc- 
tion for ARC release ... George | 
Cates, Coral's West Coast record- 
ing director, home recuping follow- 
ing a heart attack. 


KOWL 
ltiated a 
whereby 


{ 
! 


Pittsburgh 


Claude Thornhill plays for Ma- 
rine Corps Birthday Ball at William 
Penn Hotel tomorrow (Thurs.). | 

. Ken Wayne, organist, into 
Wiegand’s Cafe on the Northside 
replacing Jimmy Rice... Carl | 
Arter orch opened run at Sky-Vue 
Monday (7)... Joe Rinaldi, at the 
Blue Moon several months ago with | 
the Park Avenue Jesters, is back 
at that spot again but his own jazz 
combo this time Billy May | 











1945 --A HIT! 
1955 --A HIT! 


“DAY 
BY 
DAY” 


Words and Music 
Cahn, Stordahl and Weston 


CAHN MUSIC CORP..:- 

















| Carmen McRae and the 
Turner cur- | 


Pecos 
i Block Seven, Dixielanders, once- a- | 


| Flanagan’s orch 


iTed Dreher, 
; ness agent of the union, 


Armstrong, WHB mana- | 


ito George 
| documentary 


i ties 


band hits Lexington Ballroom for 
a one-nighter Wednesday (16)... 
Eddie Peyton trio into the Park 
Casino in Monessen... Bert Logan 
at the Hide-A-Way Inn . The 
Turbans and Bubber’ Johnson 
booked for Copa next week 
Del Monaco quartet option 
at Colonial Manor . Ralph De- 
Stefano quit New 


lifted | 


Nixon band to | 


go into business and Joe Lesesak, | 


pianist, is the new leader, with | 
. ° . | 
Kloman Schmidt replacing De- 


Stefano on trumpet 


. Larry Faith | 


orch stays at Horizon Room until | 
it shuts down after first of year to 
‘be remodeled. 


Chicagu 
Deejay Eddie Hubbard, with one 
nightly show on WIND still run- 
ning after 11 years, now emanating 
from Johnnny’s Steak House with 


an afternoon interview show 
Paul Raffles, one of the owners of 
Chi’s Cloister Inn, turns impre- 


i sario with his ‘Modern Jazz Show 


of 55” at Orchestra Hall Nov. 23; 
lineup includes the Dave Brubeck 
quartet, Gerry Mulligan’ sextet, 
Australian 
Jane 
Preview 


Jazz Quartet 
rently at the 
Chicago. 


Lounge, 


Dallas 


Bobby Rivera quintet into new 
Club Tona, private club...Sam, 
— Hawaiian orch inked for | 

month at Baker Hotel’s Mural ; 
starting Nov. 14. Cell | 


week pactees at Club Vegas 
Joe Reichman band, now under) 
GAC banner, set for New Year’s 


| 
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GLASER SWITCHES FROM {Bary Review || COL UPS GALLAGHER 
{| 
DISNEY PUB TO ABC-PAR | IN SALES RESHUFFLE 
Hollywood, Nov. 8. NDRE PREVIN (3) Placing a heavier accent on its 
Abe Glaser, general professional Black Hawk, San Francisco sales and promotion setup, Colum- 
manager of Walt Disney Music, has; Andre Previn, a familiar name bia Records | has again reshuffled 
resigned his post to check in as Nett dtu arith tom Hix ons its staffer lineup. Bill Gallagher 
OS Seen, SCreen See soe TS TC hag been Seped. trem director of 


Eve show in Fair Park, with name | western representative of the ABC- 


acts due , 
rine Corps anni party 
(10) at Louann’s, where Ralph 


is dated Nov. 18 





Perez Prado plays Ma¢! Paramount disk operation. 


Ap- 


Thursday | pointment coincided with the re- 
|lease of the 


plattery’s first cffer- | 


r iing, an Eyde Gorme coupling at 
eee tee Marterie has a one-| «Come Home” and “Sincerely 
niter in January. | Yours.” 

Glaser will be in charge of dis- 


.|K. C. Musicians Local 


tribution, 
| Sen in the 


aad exo! sita- 
area and will 


promotion 
western 


st j scouting aterial and 
Raps Tripp’ S Disk Hops | oa san "eid Gauiea Giants sont 


Kansas City, Nov. 8. 


| years ago, 
| Three for 


Second round in the protest of | 


Local 34, of the American Federa- | Plea for World Peace | 


tion of Music, against disk-hop | 
practices of radio station platter 
jockeys here came last week as the 
union made a direct protest to Sta- 
tion WHB, indie pop music outlet. 
president and _ busi- 
in a letter 
protested particularly 


ger, prac- 


i tices of station’s Pete Tripp for an- 
/nouncing “disk-hops” 
and furnishing himself and record- 


on his shows 


ings for school dances, and re- 
ferred to a hop at Barstow School, 
private school here. 

Dreher ask that management 
confine its employes to station du- 
and refrain from encroach- 
ments on the fie!d of the profes- 
sional musicians. 


eet 


Carnegie Campus Cats 


Hall, N. Y., will be | 


Carnegie 


| 





|age titled “Notice to the World,” a 


Glaser was with the Big | 
many years. 





By Scientists on Wax 
Dauntless International, disk dis- 
trib outfit which came up with a 
click album in “The Investigator” 
last year, is now handling a pack- 


recording of a plea | 


for world peace by a group of | 
nuclear scientists. Album features | 
the voice of Bertrand Russell, 


spokesman of the scientific group | 
which also included the late Al- 
bert Einstein, and a transcript of | 
a press conference between report- 
ers and Russell. Album is being | 
issued under the Audio Master- | 
works label. | 


“The Investigator,” recorded | 
from the tape of a Canadian | 
Broadcasting Corp. show of the | 
same title, was a lampoon of Sen. 
Joseph McCarthy. It sold 
100,000 copies. 





thre site of a two-niter campus cat | 'Cuffo K. c c oncert Ww ith | 


25-26, when four col- 
will be 
| 3 . sy 
'On Nov. Stan Rubin’s 
‘town Five from Princeton 
| perform, along with 
Six, a Yale crew. The following 
night the Spring Street Stompers, 
from Williams College will 
up with a Dartmouth combo, 
Indian Chiefs. 

the Music 
sponsoring 
collegiate jazz contest 
top jazz group, which will 
video showcasing on Steve 
“Vonicht” show. 


| concert Nov. 
| legiate combos 
20, Tiger- 
will 


The 


Meantime, 
Ame} Ica 


Society of 
is an eastern 

get 
Allen’s 


features. | 


| 


Eli’s Chosen | City 


| artist 
team | : ae 
| attended affair 


to find the | 
a 









MGM 12090 


MG MBZd 


THE HIT OF THE WEEK 


MARVIN RAINWATER 


TENNESSEE HOUN’ DOG YODEL 


and 


TEA BAG ROMEO 


K 12090 





Kay Starr Pulls ane 
Kansas City, Nov. 

Annual Katz Drug rr 
Philharmonic Orchestra free 
concert with Kay Starr as the guest 
turned out to be a lightly 
Saturday 
in the Municipal Auditorium. The 
crowd was about 6,000, half of 
what the big hall can accommodate. 

What caused the let down this | 
year has both drug store and or- 
chestra execs puzzled. 
backed by the | 


last (5) 


gave a bangup show, 


| Stanley Boys (4) and with Leo 
/Scheer directing the orch. There 
is no admission charge for ‘these 


concerts, admission being by ticket 
which can be had for the asking in 
any Katz store. 





‘Hit Parade’ Lineup 


(On Nov. 5 NBC-TV Show) 
Love Is Splendored. Miller 


iF 


| 2. Autumn Leaves Ardmore 

| 3. Rose of Texas Planetary 

4. Moments Remember. . B’ver 

| 5. Suddenly A Valley H&R 
6. Seventeen Lois 
‘. 


He Avas 


eee eee eee eee ewes 


i guest 


over | | 


Miss Starr | 


scores and a familiar name on rec- 
‘ord labels via his RCA Victor 


and | 


| Decca LPs, has become a jazz pian- | 


ist of stature in recent years and 
is currently on the first two weeks 
Of a seven-week Coast nitery jun- 
‘ket. This is Previn’s first venture 
into the jazz joints on the road— 
his previous travels having been in 
connection with appearances as 
soloist with various sym- 
phonies, and he turns out to be a 
sock nightclub act. 

Previn programs his sets asttitely 
to milk the triple threat back- 
| ground—pictures, pop music 
jazz—and draws a heavy mitt from 


and | 


| the audience which ranges a gamut | 
from hipsters, pop music fans and | 


general night club habitues to clas- 


| Sical fans and picture public. 


Standard jazz numbers’ are 
mixed with modern jazz piano spe- 
| cialties,-such as Horace Silver’s 


| “Opus de Funk.” The emphasis is | 
| neatly 


switched to pops during 
each set with selections from the 
Gershwin, Rodgers & Hart and /| 


| 


Kern works and an occasional less- | 


er known ballad. 


An outstanding point about Pre- | 


vin. who works with Carson Smith | 
on bass and Gene Gammage on 
drums, is his stage manner which 
is by far the classiest thing seen 
in the jazz circuit yet. He bows to 
the audience after extended ap- 
| plause and this concert bit raises 
the act from the level’ of the usual 
| jazz act into something special and 
| impresses all types of audiences. 


Announcement and introduction 
|chores are handled neatly and the 
| blend of casual and formal comes 
| off nicely. This is a sock act any- 
where as_ business has already 
shown at the Black Hawk. Rafe. 





Decca Repacts Morgan 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 

Russ Morgan, who has been with 
Decca for more than 15 years, has 
been signed to a new pact by the 
plattery on the heels of his soaring 
‘Dog-faced Soldier” disking. New 
contract is for three years with two 
one-year options to follow. 

Morgan brought his band to the 
| label late in the 1930s after a short 
i stretch as an a&r man with the old 
Brunswick label. 


| 
| 
} 
| 





the sales training program to take 
over the field and district sales 
manager spot while Stan Kavan 
takes over the package goods sales 
cepartment. Kavan formerly was 
Col’s merchandise manager. 
Remainder of the homeoffice 
team includes Dick Linke, sales 
manager in charge of pop sinsles 
and EP’s, Art Schwartz, promotion 
manager, and Gil McKean, ad man- 
ager All report to Hal Cook, Col’s 
national sales director. 





Hoagy’s Xmas Package 
Hollywood, Nov. 8. 
Coral is rushing a special 
Hoagy Carmichael package for the 
Christmas trade. 
Carmichael is putting the finish- 
ing touches to the LP this week. 




















PROGRAM TO-DAY 
YESTERDAY'S 


“SLEEPY 
HEAD” 


Music by 
JESSE GREER 


SHAPIRO-BERNSTEIN 
1270 Sixth Ave. New York 20) 









































The Perennial Favorite 


Santa Claus 
Is Comin’ 
To Town 














Eddy Arnold 

Champ Butler 
Tennessee Ernie Ford 
Joni James 


Ray Anthony Chordettes 
Charlie Applewhite 
Barry Sisters 
Eileen Barton 

Les Baxter 


Archie Bleyer 


Matt Dennis 
leo Diamond 


Eddie Fisher 





—''Thru My Portals Pass the Finest Artists in the World" = 


The Lancers 
Tony Martin 
Merry Macs 
Jaye P. Morgan 


De Castro Sisters 


Jimmy Durante 


GEORGE JAY, Record Promotion 


1608 Argyle, Hollywood 28, California 


Russ Morgan 
Frank Sinafra 
Vicki Lane 

Pete Candoll 


Gogi Grant Jeri Southern 
Ray Heindorf Sportsmen 
Eddie Howard Cliffie Stone 
Bob Manning Mel Torme 


Tony Travis 
Victor Young 


McGuire Sisters 
Patti Page 


HOllywood 9-5838 
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Las Vegas Moving More Coin To 


Cuba With 


Copa-Habana Cafe 





Ken Later has been assigned the + 


pooking of the Copa-Habana, new | 
nitery currently under construc- 
tion in the country-club section of 
Havana. Spot will be on a name | 
policy. according to Later, who ex- | 
pects the cafe to preem Dec. 25. | 

Operator will be Lefty Clark, | 
one of the first investors in the 
Las Vegas, and who at 








Riviera, i a | 
various times operated Green 
Acres, Miami Beach, and Chicago | 


Club, Saratoga. Spot will have a | 
casino adjunct. 

Entry of Clark into the Cuban 
itery ‘picture is another instance 


- 


n . . * 
of Las Vegas activity turning up 
with greater frequency im the 


Cuban capital. Wilbur Clark, of the 
Desert Inn, will operate the casino 
at Havana’s Hotel Nacional. It’s 
felt that with such activity in 
Havana, names in the Florida area 
can be booked to take On an as- 
signment on the Island. 

The Copa-Habana will be the 
largest nitery in Cuba, an 800- 
seater. Sport may be the only 
Havana nitery using names this 
season, because of the fact that 
the Nacional will not be set up 
for U.S. headliners this year. 





Lu Ann’s Buffalo Bow 


Lu Ann Simms kicks off her 
nitery career as an ex-Godfrey 
friend next week (14) at the Town 
Casino, Buffalo. Miss Simms was 
fired from the Godfrey stable last 
week, 


She has been inked to an — acquisition of the Hamid organiza- 


clusive pact by Music Corp. o 
America. 


Cohen, AGVA Ins. 
Suit Set for Jan. 3 





The suit brought by David 
Cohen, an insurance broker, 
against former officials of the 


American Guild of Variety Artists 
and Insurance Co. of North Ameri- 
ca has been set for Jan. 3. Cohen 
is seeking $150,000 from former 
national administrative secretary 
Henry Dunn, and former organizer 


| Vie Connors, as well as Matthew 


M. Adler who handled the union’s 





insurance business, and Frederick 
M. Kothe, a licensed broker who 
handled the transactions. 

Cohen charges that he set up 


New Jersey Liquor Board 


Cracks Down on A. C. Spot 
Due to Clients, Obscenity 


Atlantic City, Nov. 8. 
Entertainers Club, tavern in 
midcity near the boardwalk, drew 
the stiffest penalty ever meted out 
here by the state’s Alcoholic Bev- 
erage Control when its license was 
lifted for 190 days following a 
hearing Oct. 24, with decision 

being announced here Friday (4). 
Spot was found guilty of permit- 
ting female impersonators in the 
licensed premises and having an 
obscene representation in the 
place. Its operator, Mrs. Louise G. 


the insurance plan and placed the 
business with the Insurance Co., 
after which a group of AGVA of- 
ficials notified him to credit Adler 
with the business. He seeks all 
commissions due on the transac- 
tions while the business was being 
placed with the Insurance Co. of 
North America. Adler at that time 
was not licensed in N. Y. and 
Kothe handled the contracts. 
Status of the case has changed 
somewhat since the suit was filed 
several years ago. Adler died 
about three years ago and under- 
writer of the AGVA has _ been 
shifted to Lloyd’s of London. 





Sherry Cloth is partnered with 





Mack, entered non vult plea after 
hearing date had been postponed 
on Sept. 13. 


William H. Davis, director of the 


Frank Lee, in the writing of spe- 
'cial material for Allan Drake, and 
{not Sherry North, as erratumed in 
| Drake’s ad which ran in last week’s 
, (2) issue of VARIETY. 


state ABC, fixed the penalty of 180 | 


+ 





IN TALENT 


POOL 





Stageshow Return 


CET NEW AGENCY | 
Of QUTDORS 


One of the biggest deals of re- 
cent years in the talent agency 








Ray to South Africa 


London, Nov. 8. 
Ray, who has_ just 


field was completed last week when 
|General Artists Corp. mated with 
|George A. Hamid & Sons to form 
| GAC-Hamid Ine. GAC, one of the} 
|'Big Three (MCA, GAC, William | 
| Morris), will thus enter the out- 
| door field in a big way with its 


Johnnie 


is to break new ground at Christ- 
mas when he makes a month’s tour 
of South Africa. Supported by 
Britain’s Vie Lewis orch and some 
British variety artists, Ray opens 
the tour on Dec. 23 at Johannes- 
burg, under the auspices of Afri- 
can Consolidated Theatres, Ltd. 
He flew back to London from a 


tion. 


The new setup will be headed by 
Hamid as prexy. Art Weems, 
GAC v.p., and George A. Hamid Jr. 
will be vice-presidents; Cy Donner, , ae 
GAC treasurer, will act in the same | short engagement in Paris in order 
|capacity with the new firm, and|'® appear at the Royal Variety 
Jack Katz, GAC attorney, will be| Performance yesterday (Mon.), 


New Greshler Duo 











| der the deal Hamid is committed to 
| Spend six years with that office. 

| Formation of GAC-Hamid points 
‘up anew the ever-increasing scope 


of the talent agencies, and their e 
greater prooccupation with the 
outdoor fiields. Musie Corp. of Starts With Snarl 


America for many years had an 
interest in the outdoor fields, and 
has expanded its activities in that 
direction. Joe Glaser’s Associated 
Booking Corp. recently bought out 


Abner J. Greshler, the Coast 
agent, is hoping to come up with 
another Dean Martin & Jerry 
Lewis. Greshler originally signed 


wound up his fourth British tour, | 


at Roxy, NY., 


Seen With Xmas Ice Revue 


* The Roxy Theatre, N. Y., may 


| resume the stageshow standard. 
|; House is reported planning the 
| first live display since “The Robe” 
and CinemaScopers bowed at that 
house a couple of years ago. Indi- 
cations point to the fact that the 
ice show policy will be resumed 
around Christmas. A choral group 
has already been hired, and ne- 
| gotiations are on for talent. <A 
name policy for that house is 
doubtful at this point; instead, it’s 
believed that a 
| policy will prevail. 
| The Roxy has reportedly been 
' studying stageshows for some time. 
| This past summer, it had been re- 
| ported that the stage would be re- 
| lit, when a vast cleanup was under- 
| taken backstage and some of the 
cid costumes sold. However, this 
| Was denied. 
This time, however, house as 
i well as 20th-Fox (which supplies 
| the Roxy with pictures), is anxious 
| to get stagers back. For many 
| years this was said to have brought 
in a consistent amount of business 


lush production 


the Boyle Woolfolk organization 
of Chicago, an important indie. 
The vast arena tours and the at- 
tractions that can play ballparks 
and other kingsized arenas are be- 
coming more important in the 


the team, and later lost them to) 


Music Corp. of America. However, 
since losing them, he’s tried sevy- 
eral other combinations, including 
Noonan & Marshall. Last week he 


: signed Johnny Johnston & Gene 
talent agency scheme of things. Baylos. 

Although George A. Hamid &| However, like the M&L combo, 
Son, the organization taken over by the new team he’s working on is 
GAC, is the largest in the Hamid | peing born in litigation. Case has 
controlled corporation complex,|! many parallels with the acquisi- 
Hamid will still be left with a con-| tion of Martin’s contract. John- 
siderable number of enterprises.) ston is claimed to be under con- 
The Steel Pier, Atlantic City, the | tract to Leonard Green, prexy of 
New Jersey State Fair, the Frolics | Mercury Artists Corp. Green 
nitery in Salisbury Beach, Mass.,| claims that he had a 90-day option 
Hamid-Morton Circus (operated by| on the team and Johnston failed 
National Producing Corp. a sub-/|to notify him within the 90-day 
sidiary) and a few other choice! period that he was not to book him 
holdings are not involved in the) beyond the term of the option. 
deal and will continue under) Johnston says the cancellation no- 
Hamid management. Also in-/tice was given within the specified 





string of theatres in Atlantic City.| he offered the team several jobs 

Ostensibly, the new agency is; which were turned down. Green 
formed to give the outdoor biz the | originally formed the combo at the 
benefit of top names controlled by; now defunct La Vie, N. Y., and 


(Continued on page 50) (Continued on page 54) 





cluded in Hamid’s setup are a|term. Meanwhile, Green says that | 





days for permitting homosexuals ~~ === 





in the place and added the 10 extra | 
days for the display of obscene | 
matter. Spot is to close on Nov. | 
14 with penalty period terminating | 
May 22 next. 


ABC agents visited the night club | 


OUT SOON! 





eight times last June and said that | 
on each occasion they observed | 
anywhere from 50 to 80 men “de- 
porting themselves in a feminine 
manner.” According to the ABC 
report a bartender told agents that 
normal males were not.welcome in 
the tavern. 


Chevalier Dips to $9,800 
For Gotham Legit Finale. 


Maurice Chevalier’s last week at 
the Lyceum Theatre, N.Y., which 
ended Saturday (5), dipped to 
$9,800 in seven performances. A | 
Special show for the Actors Fund 
on Sunday (6) added $2,515 to the 
proceeds, 

, Chevalier held up fairly well 
curing the early part of his run, 
but takes fell off the last two 
Semesters. The Lip, however, re- 
Mains in New York for a while. He 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.) at the | 
VW aldorf-Astoria. 














AGVA Collects $1,000 For 


Chorine From Vegas Spot 
Las Vegas, Nov. 8. | 

American Guild of Variety Art- | 

‘Sts has collected a $1,000 claim | 
td a chorus girl against the Dunes | 
lotel here, Patricia Gautier was 
Signed to a 16-week deal with the 
‘nn, and was let out with eight 
weeks to go on the deal. 
_ Decision was originally handed 
down by the Les Angeles board | 
Seainst Miss Gautier, but the na- 
onal appeals board reversed that | 
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weekly. The pix policy here hasn’t 
| been too healthy of late, although 
| the house has been a steady, if not 
| heavy, moneymaker. However, 
there have been rumblings that the 
| film-firm would like to get more 
}revenue out of that house and 
| therefore would like to resume 
| stageshows. 

With the recent switch in house 
management, Robert C. Rothafel, a 
|nephew of the late S. L. (Roxy) 
Rothafel, was made managing di- 
_rector of the house, many felt that 
| the time was approaching for a 
stageshow return. Whether the 
| Christmas stageshow wiil start a 
| permanent policy, isn’t known as 
vet. However, should business 
pick up appreciably, then it’s likely 
that live talent will be a perma- 
nent tenant at this house. 





Last-Minute Sub Scores 
On James Melton Revue; 


$5,000 Take in Montreal 


Montreal, Nov. 8. 


| James Melton’s “Words and 
| Music” showed a poor $5,000 last 
| week at Her Majesty's Theatre. 
| Revue is currently in Washington 
|; and will close there for revisions 
before reopening in the new year, 

The storybook situation where a 
minor performer steps into the 
role of the star at the last minute 
without notice and acquits herself 
in solid fashion happened last week 





| here. When femme singing lead 
‘Dorothy Coulter of the Melton 
show took ill before an evening 


performance, violinist Barbara 
Meister, at Melton’s suggestion, 
took over. Talented performer not 
only did her own bit but sang 11 
songs without missing a cue and 
to the plaudits of all out front. 


| Elkort Renamed as ARA 
| Prez in New York Meet 


Eddie Elkort was reelected presi- 
dent of the Artists Representatives 
Assn. at a meeting held Monday 
| (7) in New York. This year’s ros- 
ter of officers and board of, gov- 
‘ernors has a representative na- 
tional slate. Larry Barnett, of 
Music Corp. of America, was 
named vice president. Other vee- 
| pees are Jack Russell, Chicago; Al 
Rice, Detroit; James Lannagan, 
| Pittsburgh, and H. C. Moore, Kan- 
| sas City. Milton Berger was named 





|secretary and Joe Singer, of the 
|William Morris Agency,  treas- 
| urer. 

| Board of Governors comprises, 
lin addition to the officers, Hattie 
| Althoff, Consolidated Radio Art- 


| ists; Joe Glaser, prexy of Associal- 
'ed Booking Corp.; Benny Kuchuk, 

Nat Lefkowitz; WM; Billy Shaw, 
'Shaw Artists agency topper, and 
| Leon Newman. 
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, , , | aud participation, all of which cues 
Beverly Hilton, Bevhills la erep breno-ap by Gene Bayles. 


Beverly Hills, Nov. 5. | avlos. who rimes the show 
Celeste Holm, Bambi Lynn & | wei. tanthelon. brief sesh of 
Rod Alexander, Paule Desjardines, | one-liners, tossaways and brace of 
Charlita, Bernard Hilda Continen- | transposed familiars, joins John- 
tal Orch (10), Mischa Novy combo | ston for 2 funny one-note round in 
(5); cover, $2, $2.50. |“Sam’s Song,” and great getoff in 
—__— 'song and dance “Old Soft Shoe.” 
In those parts of Conrad Hilton’s | Pair have the making of a strong 
exotic supper room where the! team. Developed further, with suit- 
acoustics are good, Celeste Holm’s able 
singing must have registered, but 
nearer the bandstand the din of | such duos 
Bernard Hilda’s orch_ almost! plateaus. 
blanked out the chirp he was back-| The followers of jazz are also the 
ing at last Friday’s (4) opening of | followers of Miss Fitzgerald. But 
her four-week stand. | where few such cognoscenti gather, 
A singer of talent and great; the reception for her can be cool, 
charm, as much the actress on the | and not jazz cool. Witness her only 
elevated dance floor where she | previous tour to the Strip five 
hugged the mike as a purveyor of | years ago, which resulted in near 
song, Miss Holm is a bright enter-| distaster at another spa. In de- 
tainer, but her toney repertoire | cided contract is the Flamingo de- 
aimed at sophisticated ringsiders | but, which gives her belated Vegas 
will need all the draw of her name | recognition. There was nervous- 
to attract cash-customers into the | ness shown during first moments 


in the upper 


cold confines of the Bali Room,| of her opening show, However, 
where it may be touch and go after} within a few moments she began 
the film erowd is exhausted as pa-| the typical rocking delivery to 


tronage. “Hard Hearted Hannah” to get in 
Satire apparently being a pen-/| the groove and pull in top response 
chant of the singer-actress, Miss | from tablers. ; 
Holm devotes the greater share of | Buddy Bregman has given her 
her numbers to this type, one of | top arrangements for the Teddy 
the best being the comedic “You | Phillips orch, and augmenting the 
Catch a Man,” in which she traces | house band are Don Abney, piano; 
case histories of femmes out to! Vernon Alley, bass, and Jackie 
catch different types of males. | Mills, drums. Will, 
“Feel So Young” is a rather slow | 
opener, but she definitely hits her | 
Stride with “Where and When.” 
One of her highlights is her rendi- | Carl Brisson, 
tion of a “happy torch song”’—“My | $6.50 minimum. 
Man.” Included in her lineup also | gan ~ 
are “Chanson de Garbage,” “C’Est | Over the years, Carl Brisson has 
La Television,” “Of Thee I Sing,” | perfected a format which has suc- 
and the closing “Clock Song,” done | cessfully kept him on top as a cab- 
in the dark offstage after she exits) aret performer. With a natural 
through the tables. ; ; | flair for showmanship and an easy 
Show gets a fast opening via the | manner, he dishes out the charm 
expert stepping of Bambi Lynn and | and revives pleasant memories in 
Rod Alexander, who captivate with 


Cafe de Paris. London 
London, Nov. 1. 
Ambrose orch; 


material added, the act+can | 
ready a climb into a position among | 
comedy | 


their fiair for showmanship. Both 
talented dancers, they score par- 
ticularly with their old vaude 
windup turn, catching the breath 


equally large measures in a way 
; acceptable to habitues of the lush 
' cafe circuit. 

For his return date here, open- 
‘ing of which coincided with the 


Hotel Statler, N. Y. 


Richard Maltby Orch, 
Fanny Crockett; Cal 
iene cover $1.50, $2. 





The Statler Hotel is probably the 
| foremost hotel location date in the | 
|country. A band hits this music | don, 

sanctuary after thorough seasoning | Ray, 


/on the road and a lot of experience 
in playing for terpers in all parts 
of the country. Approval at this 
New York outlet indicates an as- 
| sured status in the carriage set of 
'the band industry. 

bandleader 


newcomer to 


tradition, but one that won’t be 
confined to the conventional. The 


experimental coloration and withal, 
a compelling dance beat. They’ve 
enough attributes to become one 
of the upper earners among dance 
bands. 


tively new organization. What prog- 
ress they make will be the hard 


have the force they used to have 
during the golden days of the band 
industry. 

The Maltby instrumentation is 
along standard lines with a quintet 
of reeds, three trombones, four 
trumpets and four rhythms. Maltby 
seems to have cased the dynamics 
of the room expertly, since he’s 
able to control volume so _ that 
diners aren’t driven from the room 
ana he can hit out for the later 
trade with more exciting readings 
| to entice the youngsters. 

Bespectacled maestro, who bears 
'a physical and musical resem- 
blance to the Jate Glenn Miller, 
who was a fixture at this room 
when the inn was the Pennsylvania 
Hotel, brings in a lot of interesting 
| counterpoint. He’s able to top with 
the melody and the rhythm without 
losing the essentials. The glee club 
arrangements seem to be from an- 





with 
Guildford 








Richard Maltby, a comparative | Dobey, Tombelli, 
ranks, | cia, Hubert Castle, Michael Gay- 
maestros a sharp and imaginative | jord Orch (9), Lou Weir; $3 mini- 
crew witn a healthy respect for |» 4m. 


book shows a quest for new sounds, | 


| his new season format of bigger | 


Maltby still heads a compara- | ing straight to the hearts of the 


| 


way. Neither locations nor remotes | made to order for the former mu- 





|aud. Eddy’s piping is terrific and 


that seems right for Stateside spe- 
cial spot usage. James & Jardine 
Williams are a bright dance duo 
who give a fresh batch of terp 
types to eye appeal and good ap- 
plause while the French cancan 
adds the house flavor. Vic Lewis 
orch 


{including the maestro himsel . 
| ViPS ofthe ‘h oe 


Blinstrub’s, Boston 


Boston, Nov. 1. 
Nelson Eddy (Gale Sherwood, 
Theodore Paxson), Ross & Joy 
Norton & Patri- | 


Nelson Eddy is an okay package 
for boniface Stanley Blinstrub in 


names and it’s a nostalgic bit of | 
yesterday with “Rosalie,” ‘Stout 
Hearted Men” and “Indian Love 
Call” in the w.k. Eddy piping go- | 


big crowd, predominantly matrons, | 
in the 1,600-1,700 seater, which is | 


sical film star and concert artist. | 
Eddy has to beg off after a 35-) 
minute stint before a reminiscent 


he’s the first one in who can work | 
this big boite without a mike. His 
showmanship savvy is. solid 
throughout. He intros his accom- 
panist, Theodore Paxson, in fine 
complimentary style. | 

He does a neat intro of Gale 
Sherwood, tall-stemmed_ blonde 
looker, as an “extra added attrac- | 
tion,” and pair do some fancy vo-| 
calizing with “My Beloved.” Eddy | 
goes into a nice bit in which he) 
carbons other singers imitating | 
him. Miss Sherwood comes back | 
in a brief Indian maid costume for | 
a nice duet production number of | 
“Indian Love Call.” Pair bows off 
with ‘Rosalie.”” Eddy runs across 
stage and down steps to ringside to. 
shake hands with femme ringsider 








(19), brought over from Lon- | back at the Grill of the Roose 


was a fine asset batking for | Hotel next year. He has been mak- 


Mosie. ‘thr good at the inn for lo t} 


{for the next couple of 


Roosevelt Hotel, N. 
Guy Lombardo & His 
nadians; cover $1-$2. 


, 
s 


Royal Ca. 





If Guy Lombardo makes 
he and his Royal Canadians will ee 


velt 
1ese 
has 
gn, 


three decades or so; everyone 
lost count, some of them by desi 


otel. 
There is some tear that the R " 
velt will be ready for the wrecker: 


'—like older neighbor Ritz Carlton 
|a few years wack—before Lom- 


bardo reaches his peak. But 

that, if the sweetest music still 
isn’t on tap this side of heaven. it’s 
an odds-on cinch that Lombardo 
will be asking the “upstairs” music 
to move over for another long |o- 
cation date in Hotel Hereafter. 
Lombardo has only imperceptibly 
changed his style in the 35 years of 


/his eminence, but the squeeze play 


is sure to come on the billing, like 


/switching to Guy Lombardo and 


His Heavenly Music. 
The leader ox the band struck it 


_up last Friday (4), on a day that’s 


rare for his seasonal preems. He 
had arrived in late the previous 
night. Depar.ure No. 2 was his 
kicking off at this spot about a 
month later than usual. It appears 


| that the orch was annexing another 
_pinup to add to its cluster, that of 


making hay and friends in Las 
Vegas, where bookings are assured 
years, 
There’s a hot rumor that the sac- 
charine pitch out Nevada way was 
a monster persuader in getting the 
diners to make a beeline for the 
green baize where anyone can get 
in on the fight. There’s nothing 
like sharp contract to lure the fold- 
ing money. 

So here it was dull Friday and 
the gustiest night of the season: so 
gusty that the umbrella and taxi 


people were the lustiest winners, 


with the exception of the Grill, 


| which was congested at the dinner 


of variety as a _ song-and-dance 
team in which they are assisted by 
a big French poodle holding cards 
on the side of the stage. 

Paule Desjardines and Charlita 
are vocally excellent with the 


| Royal Command film gala, there 
| was a Capacity celebrity turnout to 


| as he went through a nostalgic and 

| somewhat overlong routine for 50) 
: = Bs ee /minutes, reprising many of the hit 
anceable melodies of Hilda’s Con- | songs with which ‘he’s been asso- 

tinental orch and Mischa Novy’s | ciated through the year. 
combo, which alternate dancetime- | An appropriate addition to his 
wise, Whit. j|songalog is a selection of tunes 
—_— from “Hans Christian Andersen,” 
‘has ‘ St. L : \delivered_ with characteristic 
Chase ¢ oo a a er | schmaltz. And as a special tribute 
Pe RE va Os a Tog. | to Sam Coslow, who was occupying 
sie Elliott Floe ar een Bull a ringside table, the Dane included 
: ck, 


|some of the numbers he _ had 
Heyer, Joe Layton, Marlene Dell; /penned, notably “Cocktails for 
line (10), Carl Hohengarten Orch | Two.’ Apart from an overdose of 


(17); $1-$1.50. |sentiment in “My Son,” a lyric 


—_—_——— | reeking in bathos, most of the act 
After a summer hiatus, enter-| was geared to a light key, with 
tainment has moved to the ground | 
floor and the swiich engineered by/| entries of the calibre of ‘With 
impresario Harold Koplar is bring- | These Hands” and “Angelus.” 
ing in the spenders. Instead of sev-|  Brisson’s particular forte is his 
eral acts, plus the usual music for | 
dansapators, the current offering | 
is a revue replete with talent of a 
neat calibre. 
With the accent on youth, the | 
50-minute presentation is set at a/| 
rapid pace. Jessie Elliott, a throaty | 
songbird, is one of the standouts. 
The other warblers, Bill Heyer, a | 
baritone, and Floe Mae Spack, a|cals. All of which helps to develop 
looker, both have swell pipes and}; an amiable party spirit. 
their offerings with a slight French! The inevitable white tie and 
accent win the mob. | 
Six violinists and an accordionist | 
cop a hefty mitt for their “The|of white gardenias 
Singing Seine” and “Romany Life.” | dropped from 


cially evident in a tongue-twistigg 
number for which the winner is 
rewarded with a bottle of bubbly. 
It also works equally well as he 
moves around the ringside tables 
and persuades apparently reluc- 
tant customers to join in the vo- 


has 
the routine. 


Edmund Balin cooked up the nifty | Ambrose orchestra makes its con- 
back- 


choreography routines that range!tribution with 


precision 
from the semi-classical to robust | grounding. 


Myro. 


acro. | iiinitaiacccccaiies 
Tiny Marlene Dell and tall Joe | : -* K 
Layton win heavy palms for a Eddys’, K. C. 


dance routine with the line. Black- | Kansas City, Nov. 4. 


outs are utilized for change of | Hi-Lo’s 4), Dorothy 
props that include a sidewalk cafe | Dancers (5), Les 
and a sidewalk kiosk. A new ver-| (8); $1 cover. 
sion of the can-can with almost the | 

entire cast chipping in winds up 
the shindig. 


Harding Orch 


Sahu. 

Flamingo, Las Vegas | ¥°eks. 
Las Vegas, Nov. 15. 

Johnny Johnston & Gene Bay- 

los, Ella Fitzgerald, Ron Fletcher 

Dancers (12), Don McKay, Teddy|\a 

Phillips Orch (10); $2 minimum. 


entertaining show. 


fortunate 
night here. 


blend for the 





If the one big surprise in this 
layout is Ella Fitzgerald's emer- 
gence into this nitery realm as a 
solid addition to the ranks of 
thrushes, the other is the teaming | 
of Johnny Johnston with Gene | 
3aylos. Word-of-mouth will do! 
much toward bringing in customers 
for a gander at this possible sleeper | 
set for three weeks. 

Johnston is hard pressed in fol- 
lowing Miss Fitzgerald and he ac- 
knowledges the fact. His balladeer- | 
ing has charm to. spare, and/ 
throughout the songalog there is a 
pleasant warmth that never stops 
generating. The electronic boost | 
comes via a concealed mike (his 
own patent), which allows freedom 
of movement onstage and during | 
table touring. For the latter, he 
utilizes “Yellow Rose of Texas” for } 


first 
| bit, 


with a modern 
“Searlet Lady,” 


featuring duc 


with support from trio of femmes 
It’s a highly accentuated bit anc 
draws patrons attention promptly 


like interlude, “Pink Elephants,’ 
| again with the featured duo inter 
_preting an alcoholic’s dream. 
an attractive group 


high style and well received. 


in from the Coast for their firs 


session here. 


standards and hit parade toppers 
before closing with their 
“Hi-Lo Story” to a hearty hand. 


Quin. 





other era, but presumably are 
| necessary to permit the bandsmen 


t 1 boffo mitting bring Eddy and Miss 
|to show off their finely tailored 


Sherwood back for sock duet en- 


in nice gesture. Another round of | 


operation. Of course, there were 
the Roosevelt victuals, up near the 


|give him an enthusiastic zie and j Uniforms. 


The organization’s chirp, Fanny 
Crockett, bears a vocal resem- 
blance to Gisele MacKenzie. Band 
incidentally accomped Miss Mac- 
Kenzie on her disking of “Hard to 
Get.” Miss Crockett is a pleasant 
looker with a throaty voice and 
seems to have an especial affinity 
for ballads. 

The relief crew, the Cal Guilford 
Quartet, comprising a bass, accor- 
dion, fiddJe and guitar, dishes out 
some pretty prosaic stuff. Jose. 


top, if not on it, in the comparative 
core of “Sweetheart.” ; price sweepstakes, and the alert 
Balance of show is strictly Blin-| service. Even so, there are other 
strub formula. Russ & Joy Dobey,| good eateries in town, but none of 
with their tap routines, lead off in| them has thought of cutting up 
warmup. Femme does spins and| Lombardo into units to cut across 
pirouettes and lad does a nice tap | the Roosevelt’s longterm strangle- 
bit with a prop chair. Tombelli,| hold. After all, who can you listen 
with a tricky balancing act On|! and dance to better? 
champagne bottles and other props! Lombardo’s chief concern at the 
atop a table, gets good aud reac- | moment—now that his Jones Beach 
tion. Norton & Patricia, caught | extravaganza has been put away 
two weeks back at Steuben’s, are} until next summer and his boats 
crowd pleasers with their ballroom | lie forlorn until ditto (unless he 
routines, music box number and} quickies on ’em in southern waters 
“Dancing in the Dark” bowoff. | with a nod from the Roosevelt for 


balancing dramatic overtones for | (19), Larry Adler, Benno, Likajos 


Hubert Castle goes big with his 
w.k. slick wire drunk act. Per- 
former’ was with Ringling Bros., 
Barnum & Bailey two seasons back 
and has aud recognition. Mike 
Gaylord’s orch cuts a slick show 
and Lou Weir pleases in organ in- 


Moulin Rouge. Paris 

Paris, Nov. 8. 
Johnnie Ray, Vie Lewis Orch 
(3), Jackson, James & Cornell, 
Golden Mermaid, James & Jardine 


ability to obtain maximum audi- 
ence participation and this is spe- 


Kramer 


| Compared to the usual person- 
| nel there’s a whole horde of peo- 
| ple at Eddy’s for the current two- 
and out of a cast of nine 
emerges 45 minutes of moderately 
Two youthful! 
groups, the singing Hi-Lo’s and | 
| the dancing Kramer troupe, make | 
two-a- 


It’s 
costumed in 


Mid-portion of the show goes to 
ithe four Hi-Lo’s—like the dancers, 


Williams, French Cancan (8); $3.50 
cover. 


Johnnie Ray came close to break- 
ing the lingo barrier here in his 
two-day, four-show stint at this 
outsized nitery. Two nightly ap- 
pearances almost filled the room, 
and savvy pre-publicity, aided by 
disks and his film work, also 
helped. However, this brings up 
the whole problem of a top star of 








tails contribute to their immaculate | one country facing a foreign crowd 
presentation, but the distribution | where he is primarily an unknown 
been | quantity. é 
The | has to be there, and, in this, Ray 


The “international” hit 
vacillated at the beginning, finally 
getting into stride with the more 
moaning “Cry,” “Little White 
Cloud That Cried” and a handclap- 
ping revivalist “Jubilee.” 

Ray got through, and it was 
knowing placement in putting him 
into this nitery showcase room. 
Here Ray lacked the bobbysox 
squeals, and though his showman- 
ship added up to hep delineation 
of the overfeverish, pounding, 
sense-stabbing song gymnastics, it 
did not set this more mature audi- 
ence on fire.. It bodes an inroad 
that may lead to a solid success in 
a proposed two-week stint at one 
of the top music halls here in 
April, where the younger element 
would probably push his pulsating 
style to hit proportions. Results 





Routing has the Kramer troupe | here, overall, were more than sat- 
| opening and closing the show, on | isfactory, though some critics were 
interpretive | downbeat. 


»| Some neat acts filled out the 


|of Miss Kramer and Dick Hunter | show with Larry Adler, headliner 


.| of the regular entry, displaying his 
1| excellent harmonica stinting, Gold- 
.|en Mermaid still a fragile and off- 


To close, troupe tuins to a ballet-| beat entry in his swim-strip in a 


*| goldfish bow\jg of human _ propor- 
-| tions and Jackson, James and Cor- 
nell displaying a vervy, polished 
tap-terp routine. Likajos (3) are 
an offbeat entry as two men clad 
in 17th century garb duel over a 

buxomy girl. Unique idea and 
t | feverish dueling could well make a 


Youngsters reel off | good entry of this for U.S. chances. 
'a long list of numbers, largely the | 


Benno is a fine acro-balancer 
»| Who ups on a glass globe with one 


own finger only and then beats this atop 


'a cane with head, free arm 


'to do in most routines, leaving ‘he 





and | lude 
ilegs twirling hoops, A colorful act | Apple combo, 


terludes. Guy. | 
{ 


El Morocco, Montreal | 

Montreal, Nov. 4. 

Paul Gray, Betty George, Faw:- | 

zia Amir, Le Petit Ballet (6), /| 

Maury Kaye Orch (7), Herman | 
Apple Trio; $1 cover. 


Biz continues apace in this re-| 
vamped room due in the main to} 
the diversified entertainment that 
is being offered and the quality | 
of In performers. The _ shown | 
sports a topflight comedian (Paul | 





Gray), an abundantly endowed 
thrush (Betty George), an exotic 
(Fawzia Amir) and topped with the 


okay hoofing of an outfit under the | 
monicker of Le Petit Ballet. 

A ranking fave around Montreal | 
for many years, Gray returns for | 
the first time in several seasons 
and continues to wow the patrons | 
with his offbeat humor and his | 
casual but sharply-delivered pat- | 


such relief on the podium)—is 
| making a platter deal. He’s sepa- 
;rated himself from the top of the 
| Decca and is always busy doing a 
| Fort Knox as his biscuits pile up 
| into the tall millions (some say bet- 
; ter than 40,000,000 such cakes). 

The word is that, while Lombar- 
‘do cuttings are steady sellers much 
like textbooks, maps and manuals, 
he insisted that Decca give his 
Wwaxings individual pushes. Decca 
had different ideas, being satisfied 
with steadiness vs. costliness on 
promotion, advertising, etc. So 
Lombardo left that house and the 
name of Capitol has come up, with- 
out confirmation as yet from the 
horse’s mouth. 

It doesn’t matter. Wars start, la- 
bels change, and Lombardo goes 
on; forever is a fairly long time, 
but it’s figured he will make it. 

Trau. 
Sahara, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Nov. 15. . 

Imogene Coca, with Wallace Sci- 
bert, Dorothy Love, Ralph Beau- 
mont, Bert Bacharach; Amin Bros. 
(2), Johnny Martin, Saharer: 
Dancers (15), Ruth Costello, Cee 
Davidson Orch (15); $2 minimum. 


ter. Gray’s varied and sometimes | “4 ERE ' 
unpredictable routines take him!, Here is an in-the-flesh romp )) 
well out of the average comic! lmogene Coca of all the endearing 


groove and are adaptable to any | 
audience mood. His material| 
ranges from_ satiricat impresh | 
bits to story to song with ease. | 

Statuesque Miss George makes | 
up visually for any vocal short- | 
comings. Songalog has_ variety | 
with a folk song in her native | 
Greek tongue breaking pace nicely | 
midway though session. Exotic | 
Miss Amir stays just inside the} 
Montreal blue laws as she executes | 
a few of the more rhythmic dances | 
of the Far East with a touch of the | 
old burley wheel to keep attention. | 
Miss Fawzia is backed by a special | 
Syrian trio under the direction of | 
Gouice Sawava te vive a insre al 
thentic touch to her handsomely | 
exposed interpretations. 

Le Petit Ballet consists of five 
femmes and a male who has little 


more complicated terp session to 
the distaffers, who are all capable | 
and talented, 

The Maury Kaye band does a fine 


i job with the show and splits inter- 
Herman | 
Newt. | 


moments with the 


mime charms of her scintillatins 
“Show of Shows’ segs, plus some 
delightful new sashays mounted 
specifically for her nitery jaunt. 
There will be a pull for sophis- 
ticates and hinterlanders alike dur- 
ing the three-frame stopover in tlie 
Congo Room. 

Where to pigeonhole Miss Coca 
in show biz is a questfon that re- 
fuses a simp!e answer. She ranges 
wide in her display of talents, «!! 
entertaining, and is simultaneous!y 
a comedienne, clown, monologist, 
hoofer and chirper of specialize¢ 
ditties. And there’s the mark of 
traditional vaude stamped upon all 


ithe facets. The inexhaustible ene! 


gy she lavishes upon every turn !5 
itself a talking point, from the 


|'“Overstaged Production Number. | 
|a Satire using the \ : 
‘the hilarious rib of oldtime flicke! 


tune, “Lovel. 


melos, and the nice change of pac? 
into the tramp sequence using 4! 


_orb-arresting darce with one of her 


aerke 

male escorts shadowed on the back 
ground screen. 

Miss Coca is surrounded 

(Continued on page 52) 


by a 
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THANKS 


VAL PARNELL, CISSIE WILLIAMS, LEW and LESLIE GRADE, AND, OF COURSE, 


THE EVER LOYAL BRITISH PUBLIC 


FOR 16 SMASHING WEEKS ON MY THIRD TRIP TO ENGLAND 
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GAC-Hamid Talent Pool 








man-realtor sense. Hamid and 
troupe reprised their ‘Streets of | 
Cairo” at Luna Park during the 
summer, arid in the fall took on a’ 
number of agricultural fair dates) 
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Vaude, Cafe Dates 


—_—— Continued 


GAC. And the indoor agency gets 
the big money outlets of the out- 
door field. 


Separate Setup 
GAC-Hamid will operate as 
separate entity apart from GAC 
or the other enterprises controlled 
by Hamid. Headquarters tem- 
porarily will be at Hamid’s present 
offices, but later may be moved 
into space in the same building 
with the parent GAC office in 

N.Y. 

The explanations offered by of- 
ficials of both organizations leaves 
a lot of loopholes. For example, 
it’s a well-distributed secret in the 
outdoor field that Hamid’s booking 
territory is east of the Mississippi, 
while Barnes & Carruthers, 
Chicago, controls the other side 
of the river. It’s believed that 
GAC will adhere to that line of de- 
marcation for the time being. 

Also, the timing of the amalga- 
mation presents some speculation. 
The big-monied season in the out- 
door field is over and contracts are 
in the process of being signed for 
next year. In the next few 
months a lot of dough goes out 
and little comes in. 





of | 


from page 47 








as the precursor to Hamid’s sub- 
‘of his easing off his agency activity | sequent preeminence in that and 
'to some extent. He would like to/| allied fields of al fresco show biz. 
{devote more time to the Hamid- Historic Meet 
Morton Circus in which he is part-; The Gumpertz meeting was his- 
'nered with Bob Morton. He'd also/| toric on two counts. In the early 
|like to devote more time to his ’30s, the Coney Island “one-man 
| other enterprises. Board of Trade” inherited general 
| Hamid looks at the new setup managership of the Ringling Bros., 
/as one means of saving the live| Barnum & Bailey Cireus for a five- 
|entertainment industry. He stated | year span growing out of the 
| that it opens the way for television | show’s financial straits, with Gum- 
'to become interested in the fairs/|nertz a major exec of the creditor 
land circus field. Other agencies! firm. During this period Hamid, 
|have previously recognized the | already established as the top out- 
| importance of the al fresco do-' door booker in the east (the nation 
|main and it would be behind the’ had been “divided” up by arrange- 
times for any major organization! ment with the Chicago-based 
i'not to recognize the major im-| Barnes & Carruthers booking of- 
| portance of this field. fice) became the circus’ booker as 
well and its European scout. When 
the Gumpertz Big Show regime 
ended after the '37 season, he be- 
came associated with Hamid in the 





| 
| 





'(formerly Young’s) Million Dollar 
| Pier in Atlantic City. 
| Lease transfer of the ocean spot, 


s rs . 7 
Hamid ‘Czarship 
Seen al all End | for several years a white elephant, 
| had elicited interest from Frank 


__ An amalgamation by George A./ p Gravatt, head of the huge and 
| Hamid with General Artists Corp. | successful Steel Pier whose circus 
| writes finis to the lone-wolf chap-| acts had been supplied by Hamid. 


lesseeship—operation of Hamid’s. 


Another speculative facet that 
comes with amalgamation lies in! and surely the wealthiest. 
the union angles. Hamid has been| nearly 50 years ago that “Puabla” 
a stormy element in union affairs.| (Syrian for George) 
Last week, an arbitration decided | to the United Staten 
against him in the matter of Wil-| puffalo Bill show. 





ter on perhaps the most colorful) But Gravatt “couldn't see” Hamid’s 
American showman of his type—| jdeas 


It was | 


| 


Hamid came} Hamid’s Pier had its up and downs, 
by way of the | and 


| He had joined | 


lie, West & McGinty. It’s believed | yp with the “Bill Show” at Mar- 
by the American Guild of! ceijles, France, after an appren- 
Variety. Artists that should they | ticeship as an acrobat in his na- 
be able to harness Hamid, they|tive Broumana, Lebanon 
outdoor field and thus pave the | Hiram, King of Tyre. Col. Wil- 
way for complete unionization of liam F. Cody’s European tour 
performers, and with it employer! ended in Germany, and young 
contributions to the welfare fund | Hamid was a “darling” protege of 
at $3.50 per week per head. Pres-/|the famed showmanscout as well 
ently, AGVA is quite happy about | as such other headliners of the day 
the setting up of the new firm. as Annie Oakley. Hamid arrived 
Hamid the Key | in the U. S. in 1907 and soon be- 
They key to the entire merger |came adept as a tumbler and eques- 
of Hamid and GAC lies with)|trian as well as participant in the 
Hamid himself. Under present! circus “spectacles” forerunner of 
circumstances, the entire amalga-| the N. Y. Hippodrome-R. H. Burn- 
mation, it’s conceded, 
be worth the contract form without | of today’s tv spectaculars; (the word 
Hamid’s presence. As prexy of the | has long been used by circusdom in 
new firm, he would be pretty!the abbreviated “spec” form). 
active. However, outdoor circles | When Buffalo Bill’s long box- 
can't figure Hamid working for) office reign as the hero-showman 
anybody else in the agency field. | of the nation came to an end in the 
He has been dominant in his do-| west amid desperate financial dif- 
main for some 30 years. He has) ficulties, Hamid and his associates 
negotiated with fair officials, as-| formed an acrobatic troupe, with 
sociations, committees, fraternal or-| Hamid “catching on” as the busi- 
ganizations with such deftness and} ness brains. They spent a season 
savvy that he’s considered an irre-| or two in burlesque as part of Eva 
placable master at it. He has! Tanguay’s company and, later, with 
formed an empire that needs the; Lew Dockstader’s Minstrels, latter 
personal attention of himself at |a significant booking in that it was 
any time. Outdoormen believe! Dockstader’s first presentation of 
that GAC will get out of the deal| such a “quixotic” aggregation. 
whatever Hamid chooses to put in. Working aa 


Hamid says é is i % 

d says that this is one start It was not long before Hamid, 
“starting at the top” as they later 
said about him (topmounter in the 
act’s pyramid formations) and 
“working his way to the bottom” 
(as the diminutive but sturdy un- 
derstander) emerged as one of the 
prime tumblers of the world. The 
act’s first important billing in this 
country was as the Sons of the 
Desert, which later was formed into 






















Lucille and Eddie 


ROBERTS 


: f 
Originators ° a 
iy war’s ON YOUR MIND 


Currently the audacious International Nine, 

Y which for that type troupe had an 

MONTEGO BA enviable national rep among book- 
JAMAICA. B.W.I. ers. Hamid had become _§ac- 


quainted with the late Alexander 
Pantages, the Coast theatre mag- 
nate, and the International Nine 
played all over the Pan time, as 


Dir. MCA 

















well as on the Keith, Sun and 
other circuits. Pantages and his 
WHEN IN BOSTON sons were later to become a 


quasi-associates of Hamid’s. The 
|future kingpin booker also put in 
time with circus biggie Jeremiah 
\J. Mugivan, dubbed the “Terrible 
Turk and His Forty Thieves.” 

| About the World War I period 
Hamid met Samuel W. Gumpertz 
|in Coney Island. Gumpertz was a 
| kind of czar of the Brooklyn resort 
and a financial wizard in its show- 


VING MERLIN 


and his 
VIOLIN BEAUTIES 


It's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


The Home of Show Folk 
Avery & Washington Sts. 
Radio in Every Room 





























Currently: 
STATLER HOTEL, Detroit 


Direction: 








(now | 
would get a strong foothold in the| Syria), in the legendary land of | 





| 





William Morris Agency 


wouldn’t| side layouts and a distant cousin | Hamid thought Wirth had breached 


|a checkered career as cinema grind, 





lof 
|N. Y. Contract with the inn starts 


is now being used for banquets, 


about talent-and-attraction 
competition with the older Steel | 
Pier and bowed out of the picture. 


in 1945 he achieved what 
seemed to be his original goal, that 
of taking over Steel Pier when 
Gravatt became _ interested in 
other ambitious projects, notably 
hotels. 

‘Silent Partner’ 

Hamid’s association with talent 
agency operation dates back to 
1920-21, when he became a “‘silent”’ 
partner of the Wirth & Blumenfeld 
operation (Frank Wirth and the 
late Herman Blumenfeld). A few 
years later, the firm was retitled to 
Wirth & Hamid, and by 1931-32 
Hamid bought out Wirth’s inter- 
est. Under the dissolution pact, 
Wirth was to stay clear of the 
booking sphere for seven years. 


the contract via formation of Boyd 
& Wirth (the late Larry Boyd and 
Phil Wirth, latter born St. Leon, 
adopted son in the famous Wirth 
family of Australia, including 
Frank Wirth’s wife, May, the noted 
equestrienne of the ’20s-’30s). In 
a litigation handled by former 
Judge Samuel Seabury. Hamid won 
on the principle of breach but his 
dissolution payments. continued. 
Boyd & Wirth operated for sever- 
al years, with Boyd joining Hamid 
at his own firm’s disbansion, as 
did Blumenfeld, who had departed 
in the ’20s’ 

Hamid’s intra-office troubles 
with Wirth apparently stemmed 
from a huge investment (reportedly 
upward of $220,000) pushed by 
Hamid in the building and opera- 
tion of the high-capacity Queens- 
boro Theatre in Queens (Elmhurst), 
the pre-Roxy de luxer of its day. 
It was a flop from the start and 
for the next 30 years went through 


vaudefilmer, bingo house, etc. 
Hamid’s company, updated to 
George A. Hamid & Son, when 
Hamid Jr. joined after his gradu- 
ation from Princeton (interrupted 
by service as a naval officer in WW 
II), had meantime grown even big- 
ger than its top status as Wirth & 
Hamid. Hamid branched out into 
“saving” county and state fairs, 
taking over their operation or own- 
ing them outright—North Caro- 
lina State Fair and other annuals 
in that state; New Jersey State 
Fair, taken over in 1936, but now 
understood in line for Hamid’s exit; 
an amusement park, White City, in 
Worcester, Mass., another off-and- 
on failure which has since been 
sold; but several click operations 
such as the National Producing 
Co., consisting of Bob Morton and 
Hamid and which for years has 
been staging Shrine circuses in- 
doors; and ownership of a string of 
ex-circuit and indie cinema houses, 
most of them in Atlantic City. 





Rosen to Service Rooms 
At Sherry-Netherland 


Philip Rosen, co-owner of the 
Chambord Restaurant, N. Y., has 
taken over the operation of the 
various banquet and dining rooms 
the Sherry-Netherland Hotel, 


the latter part of November. 
Among the places which will be 
under Rosen's control is the Car- 
naval Room, formerly the top en- 
tertainment site in the hotel, which 


fn 











soianeniaminie’ 


New York 


Cook & Corey and Larry Daniels 
have been signed for the Jack 
| Yellen revue to go into the Ver- 
sailles, N.Y., around Dec. 1l.... 
|'Paul Valentine starts an engage- 
ment at the Elegante, Brooklyn, 
tomorrow (Thurs.)... Don Tannen 
subbed for Frank Libuse at the 
Latin Quarter, N.Y., for two nights 
last week ... Spellbinders start at 
the Statler, Cleveland, Dec. 5... 
Dorothy Mack, of the Dancing 
Waters Staff, marked the confirma- 
tion of her son, Robert Schiessin- 
ger, last week ... Arte Johnson 
| starts at the Blue Angel, N.Y., Nov. 
115... Frolics, Revere Beach, Mass., 
' trying a record name policy. Jerry 
| Vale teed off the new format in a 
| one-week engagement. Art Lund 
set for that spot Nov. 27.. .Dusty 
Brooks starts at El Morocco, Monr‘- 
real, Nov. 13. 





Chicago 


Los Chavales de Espana set for 
two frames at the Brown Palace, 
Denver, Dec. 10...Clark Bros, 
opening at Chi’s Chez Paree Fri- 
day (11) for two... Jackie Cain and 
Roy Kral into Mr. Kelly’s Wednes- 
day (16)...The Mariners open 





‘Cops Hit Ill. Cafe 


In Gaming Raid 


Ignoring Sheriff “enneth T. 
Ogle of Madison County, Illinois 
state troopers last week chopped 
their way through a barred door 
of the Corona Club Inc., a gam- 
bling casino in the same building 


nitery near Collinsville, IIll., 
miles from St. Louis. After de- 
molishing several dice tables, a 
roulette wheel and other gambling 
devices, the troopers nabbed Rob- 
ert Dunne, who identified himself 
as manager of the club, and Jack 
Langer, to whom the club’s liquor 
license was issued. 


When entrance to the room was 
sought, the troopers heard a buz- 
zer and by the time they gained 
entry no signs of gambling was 
visible. Dunne and Langer have 
been charged with being the oc- 
cupants and in possession of prem- 
ises where gambling devices were 
located. 


The raid is a continuance of the 
campaign by state authorities to 
stamp out gambling and most thus 
far have been in Southern Illinois 
communities. 


2 Hub Cafe Chirps Drown 
As Car Plunges in River 


Boston, Nov. 8. 

Two Hub cafe chirps were 
drowned when their car plunged 
into the Charles River and sank 
in 27 feet of water early Thursday 
(3). Each victim was the mother of 
two children, The dead are Mrs. 
Joyce Swanson, 25, Billerica, Mass., 
and Mrs. Rosabelle Sousa, 29, Low- 
ell, Mass, 


Both sang in North End cafes. 
Mrs. Swanson was known profes- 
sionally as Judy Wayne-and Mrs. 
Sousa as Audrey Ross, 


Mrs. Swanson was driving her 
friend home after both filled en- 
gagements at the Rainbow Lounge. 
Police theorized that the car went 
out of control on the rain-slicked 
highway and plunged over the 
Charles River Dam bridge after 
ripping out 20 feet of cast iron 
railing, dropping 15 feet into the 
lock channel. The sedan rested on 
the river bottom for 2% hours 
before it could be raised by crane. 





that houses the Club Prevue, plush | 
10 | 


at the Rancho Don Carlos, wij 
peg, Saturday (12) for eight days 
and segue into the Sioux Fails 
Auto Show...Don_ Shirley Duo 
pacted for the Congress Hotel, St. 
Louis, Dec.-Jan. 17...Sam Leven. 
son to play the Chez Paree, Chi- 
cago, Jan. 17...The Mello-Larks 
held over for two more weeks at 
Chi’s Black Orchid. 


nni- 





Dallas 


Four Freshmen, Colony Club 
record holders, set for a Dec. Q 
return date...Joe E. Lewis fills a 
cancelled date due to his illness 
Jan. 19-28 at Hotel Adolphus Cen. 
tury Room... Larry Hickey cur. 
rently at the Tabu Room... Pianist 
Mark Carroll at the Village Club 

Newest Dorothy Franey icer 
“Your Hit Parade,” in for a six. 
week run at Hotel Adolphus .. 
George Shearing quintet and 
Count Basie’s orch to head the 
| Nov. 21 show at the Sporitorium 
|...The Rhythmettes, vocal trio, 
/now at the Kings Club. 





Hollywood 


Vic Damone toplines the Noy. 23 


“2 


, show at the Cocoanut Grove, fol- 


lowed by the King Sisters Dec. 6. 
Leighton Noble’s orch backstops 
both shows... Rudy Vallee, current 
at the Mocambo opens at the Mai- 
son Jussaud, Bakersfield, Nov. 10. 
Vallee will be followed into the Mo 
by Eartha Kitt . Allan Jones will 
entertain Nov. 11 at a benefit din- 
ner-dance to be held at Palm 
Springs Ranch Club for the Desert 
Hospital. 


BILLY REED HOOFING 
IN O’SEAS USO UNIT 








'in a USO-Camp Shows 


Billy Reed, operator of the Lit- 
tle Club, N. Y., will mark his 
temporary return as a performer 
package 
being put together by syndicated 
columnist. Drew Pearson, which 
departs for Thule Air Base, Green- 
land, Friday (11) and returns Tues- 
day (15). Reed used to be a hooter 
and line producer before turning 
boniface, 


Volunteer performers completing 
the troupe are comedienne Pat 
Carroll, singer Ella Logan, dancers 
Patricia & Capella, Cedrone & 
Mitchell and Jim Lawlor. A group 
of models, Gale Feeney, Ann Helm, 
Jean Maggio, Louise Manning, Pat 
Paulk and Nicole Bedel along with 
the musicrew, Four Jumping 
Jacks, complete the lineup. 

For this occasion, Reed will util- 
ize pressagent Mike O'Shea to su- 
pervise backstage details. Pearson 
will observe Air Force activities at 
the base for a report on his weekly 
teleshow. The models will show 
the kind of garb the GIs are miss- 
ing in this frozen wasteland. 








FRANKIE SCOTT 


America’s’ Undernourished Comedian 


Currently 
12th Week 


KA SEE‘S 
NIGHT CLUB 
Toledo, Ohio 


Direction. PETER J IODICE 
Fox Theatre Bildg., Detroit 
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Eddie Kapian Agency inc. 
PALACE THEATRE BUILDING 
1664 BROADWAY, WN. Vane Plece F-P?8 































RAJAH RABOID 


Greatest Mystic on Earth 
More Laughs Than a Comic 
CURRENTLY ATLANTA, GA. 


Atlanta Biltmore Hotel 


Rep.: N.Y., Miles Ingalls Canada, Mae Johnson 
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Lrveilp 77, is proud to have presented 
BERNARD 
HILDA 


and his Continental Orchestra 
featuring 


PAULE DEJARDIN 
and congratulates Mr. Hilda 
on his successful American Debut 





Variety Agrees: 


“After a decade as one of the top band favorites in France and through- 
out the Continent, Bernard Hilda is in the U.S. for a limited stand at the 
Beverly Hilton, newest caravansary in the round-the-world chain. On 
the strength of this one date, Hilda could easily make a life-long career 
playing Hilton outlets only; more important, he could and should serve 
aS a model to American maestri of what a hotel aggregation must be. 


...the combination of these arrangements and his own meticulous musi- 
¢cianship that makes the orchestra's date here a milestone... 


Instrumentation provides a smoothness and a blend that achieves the 
unexpected; ringsiders find themselves paying attention to the band. 


Hilda has a hot vocal bet in Paule Dejardin, a Gallic blonde with a 
good voice and a nice sense of rhythm who handles the bulk of his vocal 
assignments... 


In the first eight weeks of the Beverly Hilton's operation, the Hilda tech- 
nique has more than proved itself. It has been consistently the main 
attraction in the new room. And that, in a den of name-conscious pew- 
holders, is an accomplishment almost as great as the music itself.” 
Kap. 


Best Wiskes on your opening, Nov. If 


HOTEL DEL PRADO, Mexico City 


and your forthcoming musicale from 


UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL 
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Night Club Reviews 








Sahara, Las Vegas 
trio of hard working dancer-singer- 
thesps recruited from video—Wal- 
lace Siebert, Dorothy Love and 
Ralph Beaumont. Vignets, trans- 
planted from the contines of cam- 
era chain into the wider regions of 
proscenium enclosure, are well 
known to the Coca-set. “TV En- 
cores,” with hammy chantootsie, 
pensive youngster pouting “May 
Walk,” are neatly essayed, but the 
“strip tease” 
the three and perhaps the hit of 
the act. “Ragtime Finale” is anti- 
climactic to follow, although there’s 
plenty of movement and_ brassy 
charm heightened by the Coca razz- 
ma-tazz pumping of 
Running gag of the gown that nev- 
er arrives for the opening number, 
culminates in “I Better Go Now,” 


when change behind the screen to | 


a modish and expensive white cre- 
ation wins extra plaudits for cur- 
tain. 

Bert Bacharach is the excellent 
accomper and conductor of the fine 
Cee Davidson crew, using sock ar- 


rangements by Pete Matz. Setting | 


by John Ward is ingenious, and 
overall Herb Ross staging, along 


with Ed Glover’s special terp guid- 
ance are standout. 

Amin Bros. perform their agile, 
precarious risley gyrations for ap- 
plause ringers, and the George 
Moro Saharem Dancers’ “Spanish 
Fantasy” brings on the miiting via 
speedy acroterping of Ruth Cos- 
tello, and the warmth and class 
warbling of Johnny Martin. ” 

Will. 


Birdland, N. Y. 
Neal Hefti Band (14), Frances 
Wayne, Cal Tjader All Stars (5); 
$2.50 minimum. 


For three weeks Neal Hefti tops 
Birdiand’s card. His main support 
is thrush Frances Wayne. Hefti 
follows Count Basie and precedes 
Stan Kenton. His 14-piece band 
performs each of its four numbers 
well; arrangements are clever, in- 
struments individually or collec- 
tively are smartly handled. Yet the 
overall effect is so mild, suffers 
so much from “borderline dance 
music,’ that many payees at the 
danceless house are lost to small 
table talk. 

Miss Wayne shares the last two- 
fifths of Hefti’s 25 minutes. Backed 
by his full complement, femme 
also proves pleasant, and while she 
apparently has a group of devotees, 
it was, when seen, a minority 
among Birdland goers, who wanted 
more excitement than she offers. 
Maybe for an intimery her “Moo 
Indigo,’ “Black Magic” and “He 











Continued from page 48 


comes off as tops of | 


a trombone. | 








1 Needs Me” might coincide with the 
' desired mood. About the liveliest 
she gets is “Man I Love.” 

Cal Tjader’s All Stars join in the 
first week of the Hefti-Wayne card. 
As of tomorrow (Thurs.) they are 
being replaced by the Bud Powell 
Trio. Tjader, who plays vibes and 
is backed by piano, bass, 


troupe which is pleasing. Tjader’s 
distinction seems to be the offbeat 
rhythms supplied by his bongos. 
| Numbers faintly suggest cha cha 
|cha or mambo vet aren’t of as 
| Classifiable a beat. Art. 


Le Cupiden,. N. Y. 
Arthur Blake, Sheila Reynolds, 
Ernie Warren & Ramon Orch; $5 
minimum. 


Le Cupidon seems to be the sur- 





i prise of the midtown bistro belt. | 


Spot, which opened about a year 
|ago to desolate business, is now a 
consistent moneymaker. The room 


| has sufficient business to entice a | 


better than average grade of act, 
since they won’t be ashamed 
| look at vast white spaces 
their act, and the room 
enough to permit 
appear at his best. 


is small 


thur Blake and Sheila Reynolds. 
| Blake has had a fling in many of 


nal models, and frequently contain 
a lot of depth and perception. His 
literate script that’s punctuated 
with humor. 

Blake a!so goes in for attempts 
at physical resemblance and uses 
as his major props his hair and 
perhaps a hat and a bit of cloth. 
His major attribute is the ability 
to capture some _ distinguishing 
marks, both vocally and facially, 
that create a great illusion. Blake 





Miss Reynolds has developed 
She shows a classical background 


niteries. A stately looker, she has 








COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


_THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 Files $7.00—All 35 issues $25 
Singly; $1.05 per script. 





@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 e 
e MINSTREL BUDGET ....... $25 @ 
e 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 @ 
@ BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 « 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
G 

° 


$3.00 
IANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
F GAGS, $300. 


No C.0.D.’s 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19—Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 


orth over a thousand 











a tuneful variety of numbers lean- 
ing strongly on musical comedy. 
She shows a lot of sophistication 
in “All of You,” “Madamoiselle de 
Paris,” “Special! Day” and others 
to provide a pleasing session. 
The Ernie Warren and Ramon 
orchs showback and provide dance 
incentive. Jose. 





Thunderbird, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Nov. 15. 
Julie Wilson, Mickey Shaugh- 
|nessy, Ralph Curtis, Estelita & Chi- 
icuelo, Barney Rawlings, Thunder- 
bird Dancers (8), Al Jahns Orch 
(11); no cover or minimum. 


to this room after five years, but 
unfortunately there is a low ebb of 
| biz along the gaming rialto to pro- 
| vide fewer customers for enjoy- 
|ment of her class exhibit. 

The Wilson sleekness, grooming 
'and chic quality have been admir- 
ably enhanced since her Thunder- 
|bird initialer, although the brunet 
|good looks and _  voluptuousness 
| were in force of yore. All qualities 
/are-used as adjuncts of the song 
forey. A_ ferociously expounded 
“It’s All Right With Me,” is a fancy 
change of pace. Tongue-in-cheek 





Am honored that some of the 
greats of show business have be- 
come my clients in the matter of 
stocks and bonds. You, too, ara 
welcome to write or call me—NO 
obligation. 


JESSE BLOCK 


Registered Representative 
IRA HAUPT & CO. 
Investment Brokers 
501 7th Ave., New York 18, N .Y. 
LOngacre 5-6262 


S.a. parade with long pink feather 
| boa to “Bad Woman” has neat 
| Satire, vet is no stand-offish vehicle. 
| Ralph Curtis has been added into 
| the deuce, springing some okay 
| tenorizing to “Grand Night for 
| Singing,” “Melancholy Baby,” but 
|rising for better acceptance with 
“Domani”’ and medley of interna- 
tional drinking songs. 

Mickey Shaughnessy, Estelita & 
Chicuelo line productions are hold- 
overs from previous three frames, 
but Shaughnessy tosses in new rou- 


the music course evenly for every 





backgrounding assignment, 
| Will. 





bongos | 
and regular drums, has collected a | 


to | 
during } 


a performer to | 
New set of entertainers are Ar- | 
| New York's top rooms and is prob- | 
ably one of the best mimics on the | 


boards today. Blake's studies bear | 
strong relationships with the origi- | 


mimicry also has the benefit cf a | 


into a singer of class and charm. | 


adapted to the needs of today’s | 


Julie Wilson makes her return | 


tines and stories to pull a plenti- 
tude of yocks. Al Jahns orch travels | 


| Ciro’s, Hollywood 
| Hollywood, Nov. 2. 


“Goodbye Broadway, 


Hello | 


| songs, giving each the appropriate 
| styling. 


Gimp,” revue written and directed 
by Don McGuire, with special 
lyrics by Bob Wells, musical ar- 
rangements by Buddy Bregman, | 


hareagraphy, Alex Romero. Fea- 


tures Huntz Hall, Muriel Landers, | 


Gary Crosby, Nicky Blair, Larry 


| standard “La Mere” and “Autumn | 


Roberts, Dante DePaulo, Dick Sta- | 


bile Orch 


lband (5); cover $2. 


As an experiment in local nitery 


(8), Geri Galian Rhum: | 


Auds here are selective. In a flame 
ballerina type gown of Japanese 
silk, femme shows plenty of poise 
and stage presence, and switches 
easily from standards to folk 





Guarino takes over and wraps 
the room, strolling with 
in Continental style. 


the | 


His | 


up 
mike 


Leaves” are sock, He digs deep in| 
his repertoire for “Lush Life,” | 


| which gets him off to heavy mitt-| 


| ing. 


entertainment, the current “Good- | 


| bye Broadway, Hello Gimp” offer- 
‘ing should prove profitable tor 
Ciro’s. Takeoff on Metro's 
Me or Leave Me” boasts the ex- 
pected good music plus some good 
comedy, dialog and above-average 
| talent. The sum total, for locals, is 
a show well worth seeing despite | 
some flaws. 

Originally written and directed 
by Don McGuire for showcasing 
at a Thalians’ benefit, the show is 
an innovation. “Gimp” is strictly 
for local consumption and the for- 
mat would seem to preclude its 
presentation elsewhere, even if the 
local material were exercised. 

Satire runs a flat 45 minutes, a 
good length for a floorshow ofter- 
ing. It would earn its peak re-| 
sults, however, if about 10 minutes 
were trimmed to eliminate the 
occasional sag. 

McGuire has written a show that 
is generally funny, sometimes up- 
| roariously so, and contributed good 
parodies for many of the Ruth | 
| Etting era tunes. Show stopper is 


| the novelty “Rusty Samurai Blues.” 
in which Gary Crosby makes his 
nitery debut, dueting with Huntz 


| Hall, and there’s another strong | 
‘bit when Muriel Landers does a 
|Garland takeoff yclept “Some- 


| where Over at Metro.” 

Miss Landers has a good voice 
} and is a fine comedienne and Hall 
i delivers strongly with some funny | 
i material as Johnny. Nicky Blair | 
|is good as the Gimp and there's | 
|an okay terp by Dante DePaulo. | 
| Larry Roberts is in for an assist. | 


is on for about a half-hour and not Dick Stabile band does a fine job | 
a minute is wasted. | 


of handling Bregman’s effective ar- | 
/rangements and continues to alter- | 
nate with Geri Gaiian on dance | 
chores. Kap. 


—— = 
| 


|Fontainebleau, M. B’ech 


| Miami Beach, Nov. 5. 

| Toni Arden, Ronnie Eastman, 
| Elisa Jayne, Sacasas Orch; $2.50- 
| $3.50 minimum. 


| In Toni Arden, the La Ronde of 
| this plushery has itself a better- 
| grade thrush. Miss Arden hasn’t 

been seen in these parts for quite 
some time. Going on her solid 
{reception on this visit, she'll be 
| back, probably in this same spot. 
|The artful blending of her com- 
| posers compote is a bright facet 
of her act. Selection of tunes 
stresses change of pace to accent 
her flair for the phrasing and shad- 
ings that bring out the true lyric 
line contained in either a fast or 
| slow-beat compo. 


The ballad segments are big mitt 
earners, although the attractive 
lass turns to uptempo selections 
with equal skill. Smooth delivery 
and smart grooming and eye 
appeal to buttress the strong 
vocalistics that earn several en- 
cores, 

Ronnie Eastman (See New Acts) 
is a new face to this sector. His is 
a tricky canto that is cleverly 
turned out to earn him a handy 
score on the mitt-meter. Elisa 
Jayne is playing a return date and 
warms them quickly with her bal- 
let-angled acro terps plussed by a 
lampooning of screensters while 
essaying the twists and leg churns. 
It’s offbeat and effective to earn 
the pert brunet healthy reception. 
Sacasas and his orch showback in 
superb manner and keep the floor 
filled for dansapation. Lary. 


| 


Moulin Rouge, Boston 
Boston, Nov. 3. 
May Sagan (with Leon Norris), 
Guy Guarino, Harry De 
Trio; $1.50-$2.50 minimum. 





A diminutive French chantoosy 
is packing them in at boniface and 














CLICKED AGAIN! 


OPENING NOY. 18 


JOYCE AIMEE 
3235 Kings Highway 
Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 
NAvarre 8-6930 





JOYCE AIMEE 


Songstress — Accordionist 
AT THE ELMWOOD CASINO 
Thanks: Al Seigel — Pete lodice 

Back to Miami Beach 


For Information—Write, Wire or Phone 


at the SAXONY HOTEL 


DICK KORNICK 
Sans Souci Hotel 
Miami Beach, Fia. 


ly established intimate 100-seater 
in the Hotel Vendome. May Sagan 
puts across a song with artless 
charm, using a bilingual type for- 
mat which has the customers clam- 
oring for more. Sweetness and 
simplicity is her style, but she has 
an authoritative voice in a wide 
contralto range that not only at- 
tracts and holds the aud, but keeps 
them intensely quiet. She's ably 
backed by her accompanist, Leon 
Norris, on the ivories. 

Aud goes big for her wholesome- 
ness and tolksy patter. She's per- 
fectly tailored to this spot, which 








| the 


‘Love | 


the dance sets and backs up Guar- 
ino in slick fashion. 

Plans are underway to widen 
room for more seats. As it 
stands new, it looks like Guarino 
has found the right format and 


| 
| 


| with Miss Sagan and similar type | 


| about the kind of biz the room will 


| $4 Saturdays. 


| from Wally Griffin and the Apple- | 


| body movements on nearly every 
| beat. Herbie Dell is their capable 
| pianist-director. 


Angelis | 











° singing-emcee Guy Guarino’s new- | 


,; appears to be building fine as the 
only intimate class regm in town.| 


talent there should be no doubt | 


experience. Guy. 


Newport, Ky., Oct. 29. 
De Castro Sisters, Wally Griffin, 
Appletons (3), Dorothy Dorben 
Dancers (10), Dick Hude, Gardner | 
Benedict Orch (10), Jimmy Wilber | 
Trio, Larry Vincent; $3 minimum, 


Latin spicing by the De Castro 
Sisters adds lots of oomph to this 
fortnight’s floor show at swank 
Beveriy Hills. The trio, encoring 
within a year, has strong backing 


tons, here for the first time and} 
clicko with Greater Cincinnati 
nightclubbers. 

Those blue eyed Cubans, Peggy, 
Cherie and Babette De Castro, 
enhance their recorded singing 
charms with beauty trimmings for 
the gaze of ringsiders. Hour-glass 
figures are accentuated with tight- 
fitting gowns, and the gals give off 
with sexy facial expressions and | 


Griffin, a lad with personality 
and clever cafe material, makes 
a half-hour pass smoothly. A pleas- 
ing tenor, he does his own pianoing 
on special pieces mixed with 
humorous patter. The Appletons, 
a welcome novelty here, keep 
things jumping for a fast five min- 
utes with their standard Apache 
routine. 


Three numbers by the line of pop- 
ular Dorothy Dorben Dancers and 
band support of the Gardner Bene- 
dict crew round out the 73-minute 
program. Koll. 


Sans Souci, Miami B’ech 
Miami Beach, Nov. 5. 

Dick Kallman, Charlie Carlisle, 

Freddy Calo Orch; $2.50 minimum. 


Combination of a veteran night 
club performer and a dynamic 
youngster on his way up makes for 
a pleasing 60 minutes for patrons 
of the Blue Sails Room in this 
oceanfronter. 

Youthful Dick Kallman has him- 
self an act that reflects careful 
staging and painstaking attention 
to delivery and style development. 
Young in years, he works with an 
energetic enthusiasm that at times 
becomes frenzied in the more vital 
segments of his song-dance ses- 
sion. He eschews the usual pops, 
except for an insert on occasion to 
break the frentic pace. Opener 
sets the stage for things to come. 
It’s a special piece with inter- 
weavings of show biz toppers 
churned out on a steady upbeat to 
spin him into a rousing reception. 
As curretly presented, there is a 
bit too much of the studied man- 
nerism and approach in some of 
his offering. Withal, the kia’s a 
comer. 

Ex-Detroiter Charlie Carlisle is 
now a native here, has played the 
better hotel spots and per usual 
is the assured, affable vet who 
knows his way around a cafe group. 
His series of one-liners, on local 
situations, hotelkeepers and life 
with the wife and/or ex-wife, is 
well received, albeit a good portion 
of his waggery has been heard be- 
fore. He injects enough twists and 
fresh situation stories to keep them 
happy, despite an at times almost 
too deliberate pace. 

Freddy Calo and his orch are 
highly capable at the showhackings 
and stock up the floor during the 
dance sessions with a lively beat 
for the Latino and American pops. 


Harry De Angelis pleases in |, 


tures a lush keyboard style. 


| ishes. 
| out 
_ | that’s easy to take as a conversa- 
: y | tional backdrop over dinner. 
Beverly Hills. Newport, 





Lary. 


siienenena 


Sheraton-Astor, N. Y. 
Jan August Trio & Orch; no 
cover or minimum. 


Although there aren't many 
Gotham spots that are using pig 
bands, smaller units are stil] in 
demand at the midtown hostelries 
for both dinner music and supper 
dancing. Jan August, who had 
been playing at the Sheraton-As. 
tor’s lounge, has moved over to the 
Hunting Room, the mahogany- 
panelled dining room on the mez- 
zanine. Opening night (4) for Au- 
gust in his new location was 
packed. 

August, who has been a steady 
seller for Mercury Records. fea- 
Ile 
to pour on the 
those extra flour- 
Withal, however, he turns 
a pleasing brand of music 


doesn’t hesitate 
arpeggios for 


For the dinner spot, between 


| 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., August plays with 


drums and bass support. After 9:30 


| p.m., he fronts a quintet that lays 


down a dance beat. Besides han- 
dling the maestro duties, August 
registers as an ingratiating per- 


| former who's there to satisfy the 
| customers, not bowl ’em over. 


Herm. 


Mr. Kelly’s. Chi 
Chicago, Nov. 2. 
Joe Derise, Audrey Morris; no 
cover, no minimum. 


Showcasing of an intimate, so- 
phisticated type of music continues 
to be the policy and the potent 
draw at this Rush St. musical 
eatery with the Hibernian moniker. 

Joe Derise boils a wide musical 
experience, ranging from bands to 
combos, down to a singleton turn 
here. Derise sings a melange of 
show tunes, standards and music- 
lovers’ faves while tickling the 
ivories. Entertainer adds to his 
delivery with mobile facial expres- 
sions and expressive eyebrows. The 
room features an unobtrusive type 
of performance and Derise qual- 
ifies here. 

Audrey Morris has been retailing 
her brand of thrushing at the key- 
board at Kelly’s for over a year 
now, and she puts on a dependable, 
savvy performance for her well- 
developed following. Miss Morris 
is a looker and sings in a sultry 
style that keeps men customers 
listening and coming back. She 
knows how to caress the lyrics of 
song and endow them with mean- 
ing. Her only oversight is not 
changing the pace a little with a 
bouncy number. Gabe. 
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Pazace, N. Y. . 
“Grand Ole Opry,” with Kitty | 





wells, Ruby Wells, Roy Acuff, 
Johnnie & Jack, Pap & Jug Band, 
‘Smokey Mountain Boys, Tenn. 
‘rountain Boys, Cedar Hill Square 
Da cers:  “Tennessee’s Partner” 
(RKO), reviewed in VARIETY, Sept. 
28, ’5o. 

The Palace departs from the 
usual variety bill this week by 
pringing in “Grand Ole Opry, de- 
scribed as boasting 30 record, tv 


and radio stars. There must be an 
audience for this traditional radio 
and tele show or it would not have 


heen around so long. And the fact | 
that several of the principals have | 


made records indicates popularity. 


There seems to be an audience in | 
N. Y., too. Show is doing solid biz | 


at this house, and not getting much 
help from the accompanying pic. 
However, the layout lacks change 


of pace or sufficient variety of 
turns. The stage is cluttered up 
with instrumentalists. Nearly 


everybody sings or attempis to do 
so. Comedy is on the lightweight 
side and the dancing Is practically 
nil. 


The hillbilly tunes, now called | 
folk songs, are nearly all the same | 


high-note two-tune variety. They 
become monotonous after the first 
six or seven. 


Roy Acuff makes a smooth, hard- | 


working m.c. He also sings, being 
one of the ace voices of the assem- 
blage. The Gillette Sisters, three 
rather comely gals, come closest to 


singing pop tunes, and_= score 
heavily. 
Kitty Wells, billed as No. 1 


femme singer of folk songs, does | 
Ruby | 


nicely. But her daughter, 
Wells, appeared to make more of 
a hit. perhaps because on earlier. 
Johnnie & Jack, on the “Louisiana 
Hayride” 
some lusty 


and loud “warbling— 


again the hillbilly type tune. Jim- | 
har- | 
A whole string of | 


my Riddle makes with the 


monica nicely. 


other specialists are lost in the 
general proceedings, with a few 
exceptions. 

Outstanding exception is Joe! 


Zinkan, clever bass viol player. He 
also is the only real comic in the 
troupe. Zinkan cleans up every 
chance he is given. He also sings 
With considerable eclat. Smokey 
Mountain Boys play most of the 
show with gusto. An unbilled pi- 
anist in this crew is standout. The 
Cedar Hill Square Dancers are real 
square, and fortunately in only 
briefly. Tennessee Mountain Boys 
also contribute some instrumental 
specialties, Wear. 





Paramount. L. A. 


radio show, come in for | 


tighter, particularly with elimina- 
tion of a few opening bobbles. 
Kap. 


Bard. - A. 
Los Angeles, Nov. 3. 
Bill Walker production of 
“What's New?” stage revue featur- 
ing Johnny (Calhoun) Lee, Mary 
Emma Watson, Dru Pegee, Bixie 
Crawford. Sound Waves, Red Cal- 
lender Orch (6): 


‘Smile Along” (Col). 


There’s a hard 
Bill Walker, who is attempting to 
make this Adams Blvd. filmery the 
“Apollo of the West.” It’s a good 
idea and a good try, but the eco- 
nomics of the situation may be too 
much for him to overcome. 

Walker has mounted an. all- 
| Negro revue tagged ‘‘What’s 
| New?” as the initial offering of 
‘the weekend vaude policy at the 
| Bard with an 85e top price. It’s 
' overlong at 70 minutes but it can 


| be easily trimmed to provide ef- . 
|fective entertainment throughout. | 


| However, Walker is in on a straight 
' percentage arrangement with the 
house and the package is costing 
around $2,000 per week. The pol- 
icy will take a little time to catch 
‘on—and the biggest hurdle 
be in 
time comes. 

Staged by Archie Savage, the 
revue is a little topheavy on mu- 
sic. Comedy is supplied chiefly by 
Johnny ‘Calhoun) Lee, who is in 
and out throughout the layout with 
some good material that earns 
attention. Vocally, the show has 


Dru Pegee and the Sound 
Waves, all okay, with backing by 
Red Caliender’s combo. 

Prolog tribute to great Negro 
stars of the past could be cut; it’s 
a good idea that doesn’t come off 
well and it slows the pace of the 
show. Kap. 


; SOn, 


impire. Glasgow 
Glasgow, Nov. 3. 

' Erie Delaney Band, with Marion 
Williams, Derrick Francis; Fran 
Dowie & Candy Kane, the Dernos 
(4), Dickie Dawson, Dash’s Chim- 
| panzees, Bunty St. Clair, De Vel & 
Partner, Gordon L. Rolfe Orch. 








The Eric Delaney Band, recently- 
formed British outfit, earns top 
marks here for showmanship, in- 
jecting some much-needed life into 
sivle of band presentation. De- 
laney himself, ace London drum- 
mer, is mainspring of the group 
from opening moment when cur- 
{tains part and he leaps through a 
l large paper drum to seat himself 
}at the drums. 


“Bring Your! 


Bixie Crawford, Mary Emma Wat- | 


road ahead for | 



































REVIEWS 53 
adds a good dance and song bout | 
to the proceedings, as do other! q 
members of the orch, in tour-de- | 
force terp and acrobatie playing ew cts 
solos. Aurora Lincheta is a bom- | a 
bastic Cuban thrush whose feath- | 
; ers, chassis and raucous delivery | = Seton — ~ . 
(4) — mitted. Tropical Dancers} MALAGON SISTERS BILL HAYES 
mi neers, but under any | 25 Mins. 25 Mins 
€ 2 ATrTa g > . A > — if . ’ r + te hegied 

oe kee noe oe | Chateau Madrid, N.Y, Chaudicre, Ottawa 

Ene , In her return}; Malagon Sisters have plaved the Inevitably ti : . “ 
to Paris, does a clownish song stint | Chateau Madrid in New York pe- nevEauTy See oh with “Davy 
which benefits from her big voice fore. as an imporicd act. Their Crockett,” the disclick he cut, Bill 
. JOS ous tomfoolery. Three | special stamping grounds are Hayes exhibits socko pipes and a 
| pe eee wppls a gg ore inter- Mexico and Latin \merica, but warm personality in his nitery 
iad oy a ae toe-and-heel | there's ho reason why this trio, siint. Into the Chaudiere after a 
repping five for good response.;| shouldn't be able to get more|4.j. swing through the U.S. and 
_ Trio Paraguayos has a lilting group} American exposure. A sort of low-| Canada, Hayes gets past the 
of Souih _ ‘American — folksongs | keyed Latino version of the An- “Crockett” chore early by using it 
backed by fine gultaring, and they drews Sisters, with a good deal | aS Opener and goading the custom- 
j are Joined by Luis Del Parana,| more energy, they've got enough. ¢rs into singing it with by threat- 
whose vibrant voice makes nice |on the ball and the kind of coler- ening to tell more of the parlor 
| listening. ‘ful Latino routining to make the 8#ss he tosses in between items, 
| This is the first’ presentation! grade in most siiuations. They do, too, 


since Bruno Coquatrix. director of | 
the Olympia Music hall. has taken | 
over aS program director for the | 


Alhambra. It is an acceptable en- 
i try, but Coquatrix still has to find ! 
the right blend for this house 

Mosk. 


will | 
meeting the nut until the | 


| Kaye 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 





la 


| 
} 
} 


“Rock ’n ate enaeles, Nov. 2. | Band gives a 40-minute stint, but | 
Washington, Bi - with Dinah | never becomes tedious.” Back- 
Orch (5). Joe TL vay McNeely | ground lighting effects are tops. 
Colts tay Plat rere Orch (7), | Battleship deck scene is used for 
(4). Bienene ters (9), Penguins | a clicko “Hornpipe Boogie” num- 

: unter Hancock. Treasure 


0f Pancho Villa” (RKO) 





rhere’s more honking on stage 
at the Downtown Paramount this 
week than there is on the adjacent 
corner of Sixth and Hill. It may 
be only slightly more melodie, but 
it will be far more profitable. 


. Continuing rhythm and_ blues 
tp k has cued this new package for 
Ul : downtown presentation house 
week. opprospects are for a good 
. There isn’t much in it for 

le older 8eneration, but the juves 
Pe ho can stand a solid hour of 

‘onking saxophones and the like 
- vet Duy. Package is actually a 
melange of several r&b disk or- 
£allzations with Dinah Washing- 
ton as an added fillip, and it’s em- 
ceed by Hunter Hancock, local dee- 
jay who specializes in the rock and 
ro}l beat, 

The ee vocal groups, The Colts, 
hy latters and the Penguins, vie 
shag of tunes that includes their 
bo diskings. Numbers include 

Adorable,” “Dance With 

“he nry,’ “Maybelline,” 
pee aa the Clock,” all now stand- 
Platt in, the r&b field, and The 
= ters Only You,” an oddball 
"y In this class since it has a 
£enuine melody. 
: Instrumentally, 
ha caveat in the Joe Houston. and 
ana ay McNeely orch. Both are 
te and the latter adds some 
9 vmanship touches to the beat 
: Bos. effect, touches that include 
Meee ght treated Saxophone. 
re. mm! Washington, backed by her 
Ped ‘TlO, 1s On for an all-too-short 
eludes warbling five tunes, in- 
the ng a fine new blues version of 
rie oldie “I Concentrate on You” 
and “Such a Night.” 


ul 


~~ 


ve 


attention, each showcasing a' 


Me} 
“Rock 


package boasts, 


Initial show ran about 65 min- | 


Loch 


provided against 


ber, and cloud effects plus rain are | folksy, one-way 
Lomond | people eut front. 


| 
| 
t 
; 
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Danny Kave 

(RKO PALACE, COLUMBUS) 

Columbus, O., Nov. 4. 
Few will deny that Danny Kaye 
at his best is a wondrous sight to 
i behold, whether the laugh-seeker 
; prefers his humor dished up in 
pratfall form or in the more subtle 
_vein of a quietly-told funny story. 
| And it’s exacily this kind of 


| Kay e who opened his first Ameri- | 
| can vaude tour in years in Colum- | 
‘bus last week (31). On stage for; Shots. 


$0 minutes, he completeiy ecapti- 
vated an audience which had never | 
seen him in a local personal ap- | 
pearance before. 

From his ice-breaking, idiotic | 
chortle into the microphone to his ! 
casual, unclimatie depariue 
sight an hour and a half later, ! 
never looked better. His! 
laughing, weeping, screaming, | 
jumping, dancing, groaning. sing- 
ing antics are just as frenetically | 
funny as they were when he made 
his last U.S. stand at the Palace, | 
N. Y., several years ago. 

When he lets down a bit to spin 
a semi-subdued yarn, the laughs | 
linger on while the audience waits | 
for him to explode ail over again. 
Typically effective Kaye bits in- 
clude impressions of a wobdbty- 
kneed flamenco dancer; a takeoff 
on 2n offkev night club baritone 
singing “Begin the Beguine,” and 
an audience communiiy sing with 
Kave leading and getting every- 
body thorough!y confused. 

There are plenty of songs. from 
“Night and Day” to “Minnie ‘the 
Moocher.” delivered straight and 
with Kaye's double. talking apverra- 


rom | 


| tions. 


Midway in the show, Kave takes 
break by his previously tested 
device of sitting down on the edge 
of the stage. bumming,a cigaret 
from the audience and enjoying a 
“chat” with the 
The people loye | 


| background for a “Roamin’ in the! jt, 


Gloaming” scene. 

Male vocalist Derrick’ Francis 
wins mitting for “In The Wee 
Small Hours of the Morning” and 
i“The Man From Laramie,’ and 


clicks with ‘Hey There!” 

In supporting layout, Fran Dowie 
wife team, are strong 
comedy. 
pair, open bill with juggling on 
unicycle, and Bunty St. Clair 
scores with toe and tap dancing. 
| Dickie Dawson is so-so in comedy, 
| his Robert Mitchum impresh_ be- 
'ing the only worthwhile feature. 
Gord. 


—_——. 


Alhambra. Paris 
Paris, Oct. 25. 
P. Perez Prado Orch (20), Trio 
Paraguayos, Luis Del Parana, June 
Richmond, Tropical Dancers 
Veura, Three Heredias, Aurora 
Lincheta; $3 top. 


In its temporary return to full 
music hall (it goes back to house- 
film status after this show) the 
| Alhambra presents a package deal 
' with a mingling of Hispano, Cuban 
|and Carioca essentials. This makes 
for a rhythmic entry, and, if it is 
slow at times, its overall impact Is 
and colorful. Pathe-Marcont 





| racy 


has made it clear that this is not} 


the real Perez Prado, but Prado 
No. 2 in the person of brother 
| Pantaleon. Even so, the orchestra 
|} has enough beat and offbeat pres- 
entation to give the mambo-happy 
‘young French clientele something 


to applaud. 


| 90-minute 


The whole framework of Kaye’s 
stint is planned loosels 


!enough to permit emphasis of the 


Marion Williams, colored chirper, | 


& Candy Kane, Canadian husband- | 
in cowboy | 
De Vel & partner, mixed 


| figures he uses on television. 


(4),) 


sort of routines that go over big 
| with a particular audience. Among! 
oiher things, the comedian = an- 
iswers song requests yelled out by 
ithe customers. 
| Expertiv backing Kaye 
piano is Sammy Prager, 
Kave comes on aiter 
package billed as the “All-Star 
International Show,” traveling 
i with the comie on his current tour. 
Senor Wences the ventro artist, 
heads the support lineup— and, 
scores solidly with his rapid-fire 
voice antics. He amazes with a! 
combination juggling and vocal 
routine, abetted by the same prop 


ut the 


a five-act 


| The Cheers, two men an aj 
'femme, sing their familiar “Black | 
'Denim Trousers” moneymaker and | 
jalso break off into bright mimicry | 
'of Ed Sullivan, Arthur Godfrey 
and other personalities. 

| Some interesting and snappy | 
;dance routines are displayed by 
} 

| 


ithe Dunhills, a three-man team 
ithat builds from routine action up | 
'to a weirdly effective African 


istomp done in rubber boots. 


| Wences and the Cheers and clowns | as 


The 
{ 
| cinnati, | 
pe Prado leads his band in a clown- | the Shubert, a legit, in Detroit. It's | offer 
s and could be trimmed slight-|}ish manner and they mambo and | his first trip through the U.S. prov-. cycle act aS separate item. 
‘nsulng performances. will be; cha-cha-cha tor good results, Veyra/ inces in many years. 


Rounding out the bill are the 
Three Houes, who dazzle with their 
Indian club juggling act, and Mar- | 
quis & Family, a chimp sequence | 
that’s a bit different. 

In his portion of the show, Kaye 
i'dances with the reappearing Dun- 
ihills. makes . wisecracks about! 


iwith one of the chimps. 
show’s schedule calls for | 
other stops at RKO houses in Cin- 
Dayton and Cleveland and | 


Giupp. 


; entry. 
| expert 


| well. 


All young and lookers, they are 
gowned in orange-sheaihed affairs 
that accentuate the positive in 
their staging. and there’s plenty of 
that. Basically a vocal trio, the 


| girls go far beyond the routine -in 


choreocraphing their stint. moving 
into raumba-mambo-chacha — pre- 
cisioning and other terping efforts 


es well. If their singing isn't oi 
the most inspiring variety ‘their 
| low-keyed technique is a_ tittle 
i Strange to the ear attuned to the 
| pop ensembles), their turn is fuil 
lof color, humor and well-staged 


movement and it has an infectious 
‘quality that quickly wins the au- 
|dience. Songs are straight out of 
lthe Latino book, except for a 
|*French medtey” that’s given a 
fmambo heat. but thev’re all fami- 
i liar numbers, and the renditions 
'are flavored with the rapid-siarced 
terping, plus some gagging by the 
girls. Trio looks like a winnah for 
most nitery situations plus tv guest 


| Malagons comprise the bill in 
the current Chateau Madrid offer- 
ing, with the Chiquita Trio, billed 


as an act but in reality no more 
than a line, being the other offer- 
ing. Chiguitas (they're Yanquis) 
are all good lookers and perform 
far better than most lines, but 
their stuff isn’t delineated well 


enough to rate them as a separate 
Pancho Orch provides an 
showbacking job, particu- 
lerly for the Malagons, and pro- 
vides smooth Gdansanation both in 
Latino and American veins. Ralph 
Font orch alternates, doing equally 
Pancho is the vet “society” 
maestro who has been (1) in re- 
tirement, (2) operating a class eat- 
ery in between times, but now back 
in the biz actively. Chan. 


(2) 


MARTHYS 
‘Acro-comic 
20 Mins. 
Moulin Rouzve, Paris. 

Dressed like two period dandtes 
these two acrobats disptas fine 
sense of comic timing as they care- 
fully explode all the hard acro 
attempis at the beginning. Dead- 
pan comedy is fine and imimediate- 
iv underlines the actual prowe 
the duo, which is necessary before 
spoofiing can begin. Then they end 
on some uncanny balancing on i 
roller with a board on top, They 
also head-to-head with a rubber 
ball between them. 

This has the color and 
for U.S. interest for video, niteries 
and vaude placing. \Wosk. 
TWO BORIS 
Balancing 
9 Mins. 

Empire, Glasgow 

Male and femme offe) 
ancing act, working 
large globe. 


‘ 
S Oi 


appeal 


Diail- 
on 


okay 
mainly 


Open with = standard balancing 
chores, she on h'‘s head, etc., but 
to solid mitting from outset. Dis- 
taffer does hand-balance on. part- 
ner’s hands. Male then moves 
around stage atop globe, control- 
ling it with qauick footwork, and 


duo then do ditto on ball.~ Act's 
highlight is when femme balances 
on partner’s shoulders while latter 


maintains balance on globe and 
keeps it moving swiftly saround 
stage. eGord., 
THE DERNOS (4) 
Aerialists 
1@ Mins. 
Empire, Glasgow 

Two males and two distaffers 
offer fairly exciting aerial thrills 
with routines on trapeze. 


is suspended from elder 
neck in acro swings and rotations, 
and also juggles with rings while 
hanging by dental grip. Act’s 
highspot is when second femme is 
hurled towards outfronters in false 


rope-drop while gun is fired from ; 


wings and paper” effects are 
dropped on stage. This trick rou- 
tine garners heavy mitting as well 


screams and gasps trom Cus- 
tomers. 
Act is okay booking for any 


visual medium, particularly vaude. 
Group’s younger femme and male 
their own juggling-on-uni- 


' Gord, 


Younger femme, shapely looker, | 
male's | 


| far 
‘the McGuire Sisters, whose $17.900 


Haves works easily, with plenty 


of confidence and informality 
which leads to nice siaging. in 
spite of awful gags, he mekes them 
fit into the stint nicely and gets 
the tablesitters close to htm. One 
of the most unCroctett-like males 


in show business, the good-looking, 
slick lad gets away from the dis- 
click and showeases his pleasant 
chanting ability with dissimilar 
{tures like “Rock Around Ciock.” an 
offbeat arrangement of “Cecilia” 
and a Drummond poem, “Li'l Bap- 
tiste.’ handling mood changes 
neatly and to good effect. Stronger 
routining would set him uv a 
top nitery, television or radio act: 
he’s already proven his disking 
cuatities, Gorin. 

(‘Since caught at the Roxy, N.Y., 
in April 1852 Hayes has apparently 
made coud strides, hence this see- 
ond New Act review.—Ed.) 


as 


RONNIE EASTMAN 
Record-pantomime-comedy 

Bins, 
Pertainehleau, Miami Beach 

Ronnie Eastman has obviously 
been around, judging from the ac- 
complished manner and assurance 
with which he presents his flesh 
twists on the recording-pantomime 
j hit. Understocd that most of his 
detes have been around the mid- 
west, but going on aud reaction 
in this plush spot he’s ready for 
the smortcr intimeries and small- 
er hotel-cafes, 

\ddition of gab to the series of 


<one-clips and dialog he’s taped 
for his act, adds to the effect. Vo- 
callv he reminds cf a Herb 
Shriner. with his break-ins on the 
lampoonings containing a good 
measure of tresh humor. The 
melange contains clever'yv edited 
excerpts featuring better-krowns 
in the  tv-film-recording  clds, 
What adds novelty to the iden is 
the invenious manner in which 
these excerpts have been molded 
into a hole, to make for a screwy, 
lauchreising session that builds 
steadily, Standout is his workout 
of Don Cernell, cn commercials, 
and Frankie Laine doing “Mule 
;Trein”’ Latter is a kicked-around 
tukeotl. but in this instance enthu- 


iasticaliv accepted, with use of 
dummy miniature mules and small 
whip. 

He adds poetry breakuvs, corny 


dramatic inserts to the fluid con- 
tinuityv, while working his small 
machine placed on a table behind 


him in unobtrusive manner to add 
to overall impact and top recep- 
tion He's a bet for tv yguesters, 
as well us the big city intimeries., 
Lary. 

THE WOODSONS (4) 
Sones, Comedy 
20) Mins, 
NCO Club, Omaha 

The Woodsons are four young- 
sters With a world of potential. 
Kids have talent and work at a 
whirlwind pace. With proper 
grooming they can move right up. 


One boy is a fine bass player and 
comic, utilizing serewhball facial 
contortions. The other is adept at 
the piano and does some tap danc- 
ing at same time. Girls, both look- 


Yors, handle the singing and dancing 


departments with plenty of gusto. 
At present, the kids’ topper is a 
“| Love Paris” production bit. It’s 
seldom you see such a combination 
of talent and drive hereabouts in a 
quartet this yvoung. Trump. 


40G Nashville Fair Flop 


Nashville, Nov. 8. 
Promoter Henry McElroy’s 
troubles with the Mid-South Food 
Fair here, which closed Oct. 30 af- 


‘ier an eight-day run, were even 
Jarger than he predicted. 
' McElroy said last week he 


dropped $40,000 on the venture. As 
as could be determined, only 


came off the top in advance, and 
‘the Tennessee State Fair, $2.800, 
,got paid. Bandleader John Gordy 
iwas out $3,900. 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF NOVEMBER 9 


Numera!s in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit. (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss) 








(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll) (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner 
NEW YORK CITY , Maureen Arthur Joan Bishop Le Cupidon 
Music Hall (1) 10 Jimmy Caesar Hotel Plaza Arthur Blake 
c ie Ballet Doris & Roberts Los Chavales Sheila Reynolds 
Sothewn tae vs Slate Bros Trini Reyes Ramon Ore 
Robert ‘Lamouret 6 Tokayers Ted Straeter Ore Ernie Warren Ore 


George Sawtelle 
Carol Wilder 


Rockettes Le pes mt 
Palace (P) 10 Nick Noble 
Jean & Ron Jim Lounsberry 
Donna Grescoe Eddie Hubbard 
Jack Powell Lenny Colyer 
AUSTRALIA 
MELBOURNE Upshaw & Cooper 
Tivoli (T) 10 Red Moore 
Hite Stanley Ken Littlewood 
Frank Marlowe 4 Knights 
Salici Puppets Roslyn Dunbar 
J & D Barker J’s’ph’n McCormack 
Billy Russell Dancing Boys 
M & E Rose ~ Ballet Girls 
Laycock & Maureen CHRISTCHURCH 
Gordon Chator (New Zesland) 
June Salter Majestic (T) 10 
Johnny O’Connor Winifred Atwell 
Dancing Boys Eddie Vitch 
Ballet Girls Joe Church 
SYDNEY 3 Hellos 
Tivoli (T) 10 Romaine & Claire 
Wiere Bros Robert O’Donnell 
3 Gypsy Fay Agnew 
Canfield Smith Wendy Layton 


Alain Diagora 


CHICAGO 








Maureen Hudson 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (1) 7 
Phyllis Dixey 
Levacu Lamone 
Michael Roxey 
Dagmar & Rell 
Marton Fraser Co 
5S Dancing Girls 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 7 
David Hughes 
Lane 2 
Bernard Miles 
Kenways 
Murray & Maidie 
Griff Kendall 
Ossie Morris 
ay Thorburn 
ela & Mary 
BLACKPOOL 
Palace (i) 7 
Albert Burdon Co 
Mary Naylor 
lan Moran 
ackford & Doyle 
Amazing Briton Co 
End Lovelies 
Great Larenty 
Averil & Aurel 
Peggy Cavell 
2 Angelos 
BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (i) 7 
Tony Dalton 
Tom Lucas 
Jules et Julie 
Philip King 
Doreen Jepson 
Johnnie Firpo 
Dale Williams 


BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 7 
Vie Oliver 
Valdettes 
Leslie Welch 
Fay Lenore 
Victor Seaforth 
Nemecs 
Harris & Christine 


CHISWICK 
Empire (M) 7 
Joan Regan 
Morecambe & Wise 
Audrey Jeans 
Geo Durante 
Harry Worth 
Keefe Bros 
Tommy Locky 
Franzois & Zandra 
COVENTRY 
Hippodrome (1) 7 
Harry Secombe 
Cairoli & Paul 
Peter Sellers 
Mrs. Shufflewick 
Spike Milligan 
Tanner Sisters 
Boyer & Ravel 
Les Mathurins 
6 Flying De Pauls 
George Mitchell Co 
20 Dancing Stars 
EAST HAM 
Palace (I) 7 
Perry Shiels 
ennis Bros 
Noble & Deneste 
Saballa 
Jan Harding 
Miss Blandish 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 7 
Crew-Cuts 
Bobby Monahan 
Cherry Wainer 
McKinnon Sisters 
Walthon & Doerraine 
Mundy & Earle 
2 Boris 
Hollander & Hart 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 7 
Alma Cogan 
J & J Bentley 
Peter Cavanagh 
Rosinas 
Billy Uke Scott 


Wilson Keppel & B 


Gordon & Nancy 
Shan 


Freddie Harrison 


LIVERPOOL 

Empire (M) 7 
Hy!lda Baker 
Flack & Lucas 
Eve Boswell 
Jack Francois 
Kirby & Hayes 
Rob Murray 
Marvellos 

LONDON 

Metropolitan 
Bunny Baron 
Sonny Farrar 
Cathie Haigh 
Cox 2 
Harry Arnold 
James O’Neill 
Mary Genn 
Cyril Tylor 
Bette Gee 

MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (M) 
Dickie Valentine 
S & M Harrison 
P & P Page 
Rita Martell 
Downey & Daye 
Anton & Janetta 
Archie Glen 
New (f) 7 
Sandy Powell 
Norma Meadows 
Kay White 
L & E Bartell 
Vicky Fitzpatrick 
Frank Wilson 


()) 


NORWICH 


Glyn Edwards 
Yootha Joyce 
Ivor Saiter 
Empire (M) 7 
Clarkson & Les 
Sid Plummer 
Matanzas 

Joe Crosbie 
Dariy’s Dogs 
Yale & Diane 
Don Arrol 
PORTSMOUTH 
Thea. 
Bill Maynard 
3 Buffoons 
Terry Scott 


Shirley Eaton 
Musical Eliotts 


Hugh Lloyd 
Nelson Bros 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 7 
Eddie Calvert 
Jimmy James 
Command Girls 
Gerry Brereton 
Eva May Wong 
Dennis Spicer 
Jeffrey Lenner 
Susie & Russell 


Grand (I) 7 


Beams 6 Girls 
Babu Rayo 
Sam Linfield 
SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 7 
Harry 
Betty 
Derrick Rosaire 


Hippodrome (I) 

Smedle Bros 

Alan James 

Peaches Page 

Viv Sanderson 

Doran & Duval 
yo 


Empire 
Davv Kaye 
Brian Gray 
Ladies Godiver 
John Killick 
Derek Dixon 








Dee-Dee Lane 
Blue Streak 
Harry Muilins 
| Bop Kids 

I 


Chicago (P) 11 


Marie De Vere 3 
Hippodrome (1) 7 


NOTTINGHAM 
Deep River ye 
e 


Royal (M) (1) 


Alexanders Dogs 


Gordon & Colville 


SOUTHAMPTON 
Hal Monty & Co 


Lester’s Ce 
Kayes Pekes 


WCLVERHAMPTON 


K 
a) 7 


ny & Sylvia 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Arele’s Roumanian 


parton Bros 
y Carolyn 
Harry Kane 
Trini & Manola 
Happy Roth’s 
Birdland 
Count Basie 
Blue Angel 
Lucienne De Lyle 
Martha Davis & 
Spouse 
Foursome 
Cafe Society 
Treniers 
Chateau Madrid 
Pan-American Rev 
Pancho Orc 
Copacabana 
McGuire Sisters 


Carpe 4 


Morty Gunty 

Bobby Brandt 

fony Foster 
| Fran Leslie 
| Meri Miller 
| Jimmy Cisco 
| lichael Durso Ore 
| Frank Martin Ore 
| No. §t Fifth Ave 
| Cedrone & Mitcheil 


| Virginia De Luce 


| Bob Downey 
| Harold Fonville 
Hazel Webster 


| Hotel Ambassador 
Chauncey Gray Orc 


Jani Sarkozi 
Quintero Ore 


Hot’! H’nry Hudson 


Three Suns 


Mark Monte Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Yma Sumac 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Dornan Bros. 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel Statier 
Richard Maltby 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent '.ope7 Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
Fernanda Montel 
Milt Shaw Orc 
Ray Bari Orc 
tatin Quarter 
Cab Calloway 
Frank Libuse 
Chiquita & Johnson 
Margot Brander 
Mazzone-Abbott 
Tamar Bensamy 
Lynn Christie 
Howard Mann 
Jo Lombardi Ore 
B Harlowe Orc 


Bon Soir 

3 Flames 
Mae Barnes 
Portia Nelson 
Tony & Eddie 
Jimmie Daniels 

Le Ruban Bleu 
Tobi Reynolds 
Spellbinders 
Alan & Phyllis Sues 
Joey Carter 
Bob Mayberry 
Norman Paris 3 


Der 


Black Orchid 
The Mello-larks 
Fay De Witt 
Sylvia Syms 

Bive Angel 
“Calypso Frolies™ 
Lydia Lora 

Lord Carlton 
Vazquez Sisters 
Dolores Martiniqua 
King Rudolph 
Bive Note 
Mugegsy Spanier 
Johnny Pate Trio 
Chez Paree 
Betty Hutton 
Morey Amsterdam 
Clark Bros 

Brian Farnon Ore 
Cioister Inn 
Morgana King 
Lurlean Hunter 
Dick Marx 


Orc | 


Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Joe Laporte Ore 
D’Aquila Orc 

Park Sheraton 
Irving Fields Trio 
Eddie Layton 

Two Guitars 
Olga Karpis 
Eugene & Sonia 
Andrei Hamshy 
Misha Usdanoff 
Kostya Poliansky 
Ore 

Versailles 

Edith Piaf 
Salvatore Gioe Ore 
Panchito Ore 
| Viennese Lantern 
| Monica Boyar 
| Sigrid 
Ernest Schoen Ore 
Paul Mann 

Village Barn 
Jerry Bergen 
Ronnie Hayden 
Larry McMahon 
Pat Harrington 
Stella Bergen 
D. Davis Orc 

Watdorf-Astorla 
Maurice Chevalier 
Nat Brandywynne 
Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Enid Mosier 
Sylvia Syms 
Steel Trio 








Johnny Frigo 


Ambassador Hotel 
Tony Martin 

Hal Borne 
Interludes 

F Martin Ore (18 
Band Box 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Sid Fields 

Sid Gary 

Sammy Wolfe 
Smith Twins 

Bea Sweet 

Gerry Doun Trio 
Bar of Music 
Larry Allen 

Loray White 
Beverly Hiiton 
Jose Greco Troupe 
Bernard Hilda Orch 


(16) 
Micha Novy Orc (8) 
Biltmore Hotel 
Henny Youngman 
Helen Forrest 
Toy & Wing 
Hal Derwin Ore 
Ciro’s 
Patty Andrews 


NORTHAMPTON 
Dunes 
Howard Keel 
Sam Levenson 
Lilo 
Dune Dancers 
Jay Rubanofft Ore 
Flamingo 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Johnny Johnston 
Gene Baylos 
Teddy Phillips 
Thunderbird 
Mickey Shaugnessy 
Mon Van Vooren 
Irving Fields 3 
Estelita & Chicuelo 
Thunderbird D’c’r’s 
Barnet Rawlings 
Al Jahns Orc 
€1 Rancho vegas 
Julius LaRosa 
Buddy Hackett 
Marquez & Del Rio 
Cover Girls 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 
Sahara 
Imogene Coca 
Amin Bros 
Saharem D’c’r’s 
Cee Davidson Ore 
Sands 
Marguerite Piazza 
Louis Jordan 
Copa Girls 
Antonio Morrelli 
Ore 


Desert Inn 
Don Arden Dners 


San Souci Hotel 
Artie Dann 
Ceil Cabot 
Freddy Calo Ore 
Ann Herman crs 
Fontainebleau 
Jack Carter 
Teddi King 
Baron Buika 
Sacasas Orc 
Balmoral Hotel 
Enrica & Novello 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Wayne Carmichael 
5 O'Clock 
Tommy Raft 
H. S. Gump 
Al Golden 
Parisian Rev 
Clover Club 
The Continentals (4) 
Dottie Dagmar 





C Williams Trio 


CHICAGO 


Conrad Hilton 
“Carnival On Ice” 
Victor Charles 
Lou Folds 
Fred Hirschfeld 
Le Duc Bros 
Johnny Lee 
The Ogelvies 
Dave Parks 
Robert Lenn 
The Tattlers 
Boulevar-Dears & 

Boulevar-Dons 
F Masters Orc 

Palmer House 
Harry Belafonte 
Chandra Kaly 
Empire Eight 
Charlie Fisk Ore 

London House 
Alex Kallao Trio 
Joe Derise 
Audrey Morris 
Jimmy Bowman 


LOS ANGELES 


Wally Weschler 
Dominique 

Hal Loman 

Geri Galian Ore 
Dick Stablie Ore 


Crescendo 
Billy Daniels 
Rene Touzet Ore 


; Mocambo 
Rudy Vallee 
Paul Hebert Ore. 
Marco Rizo Rhumba 
Orc 
Moulin Rouge 
Peters Sis 
Marquis Family 
Andrea Decrs 
The Cabots 
Peiro Bros 
Ffolliott Charlton 
Jerry Gray Orc 
Statler Hotel 
Allan Jones 
Gil Lamb 
Zerbys (2) 
Al Donahue Ore 
Belaire Trio 


LAS VEGAS 


Carlton Hayes Ore 
New Frontier 

Red Buttons 

Four Aces 

Step Bros 

Garwood Van Ore 


Riviera 
Ames Bros 
Larry Best 
Birk Twins 
Hal Belfer Dners 
Ray Sinatra Ore 
Showboat 
Joaquin Garay 
Dorian Dennis 
Garr Nelson 
Music Masters 
Golden Nugget 
Harry Ranch Ore 
Wingy Manone 
Four Dukes 
Ray Reynolds 5 
Moulin Rouge 
Lionel Hampton Rev. 
Silver Slipper 
Hank Henry 
Kalantan 
Darlene 
Cliff Ferre 
Sparky Kaye 
Denise Bennett 
Jimmy Cavanaugh 
George Redman Ore 


Dr. 
Chris Powell 





Donna Kaye 
Helen Boice 
' Sherman Hayes Ore 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Elena Rankin 

Benson Duo 

Len Dawson Ore 
Saxony Hotel 

Beth Parks 

Nino Nanni 

Nirma 

Dave Lester Orch 

Johnny Silvers Ore 

Robert Rhodes 
Sea Isie H: ‘el 

S Hoffman Ore 


Patsy Abbott 
Vanity Fair 
Barbara McNair 
Chico Cuban Bovg 
Arlene Fontana 
Johnina Hotel 
Bill Harris Combo 





The Paragons 
Roney Plaza 
;} Juan & Jose Cortez 


Wie, oveles Dee! Pig, ewe c eae 


Dagmar Girls 


{ Place Pigalle 
Nautilus Hotel 


|The Wick-Wacks 


| April Ames 
| Fausto Curbeio Ore | Jay Lawrence 
| Leon & Eddie's Phyllis Arnold 


Antone & Ina 
Syd Stanley Ore 


| Lisa Lynn 
_ Darlene Keilar 


| HAVANA 

| Tropicane S§ Suarez Org 
Or 

| Gloria & Rolando {% Bomeu kus. 


Meckansant Singers 


Emelita Dago 
Nancy Moren 


Manolo Torrenieé 
Montes De Oco 
Angelita Castany 


Maria Julia eh Marcos 
ienry Boyer P. Godino 
Paul Dias Casino Playa Org 


Fajardo Orq 


RENO 


Royal Whiriwinds 
D. Kramer Dcrs. 
Will Osborne Ore 
Riverside 
Joanne Gilbert 
Nita & Peppi 
Starlets (8) 
Bill) Clifford Ore 


Tropicana Ballet 


Mapes Skyroom 
Dave Barry 
Tippy & Cobina 
Skylets 
Eddie Fitzpatrick 

New Golden 
Four Coins 
Yvonne Moray 








Royal Command 





royal ) 
| Olivier's “Richard III” which now 
| gets a°royal preem of its own next 


Continued from page 2 —— 


Sir Laurence 


> <r 


honors for 


month. 

The other major change was in 
the elimination of the stage show 
which had been subjected to a bar- 
rage of criticism each year. There 
had only been one or two occasions 
in which the live part of the en- 
tertainment had escaped a mass 
critical onslaught; and there was 
not much that could be done in 
face of the justifiable alibi that 
the producer did not have a chance 
to work wtih his cast for more than 
a few hours before curtain time, 
and also fhat much of the avail- 
able talent was without the experi- 
ence to make a worthwhile contri- 
bution for the snappy live-type 
show required. 

The policy changes have been 
universally applauded and there is 
general acceptance of the principle 
that the industry is right in re- 
stricting its presentation to cellu- 
loid, other than permitting a few 
selected artists to take a bow from 
stage. ° 








U.S. Prestige 


== Continued from page 1 





the world provides direct aid in 
the form of generous subsidies to 
cultural arts programs in addition 
to freeing them from taxes. 


“The United States, on the other 
hand, is the only country that im- 
poses discriminatory and burden- 
some taxes on these fine arts per- 
formances. 

“In addition to the competition 
from commerically sponsored radio 
and television, the legitimate thea- 
tre industry in the United States 
was discriminated against by the 
exemption from the admissions tax 
of all film admissions amounting to 
50c of less. Any form of tax grad- 
uated on a sliding scale according 
to the price of tickets can only ben- 
efit such groups as motion pic- 
tures; with their vast audiences 
and mechanical reproduction proc- 
esses they can offer relatively in- 
expensive entertainment. 

“It is inconceivable to me that 
the Congress, in enacting the ex- 
emptions for symphonies, concerts 
and municipal and community the- 
atre groups, intended to discrim- 
inate against all private enterprise 
in the field of cultural arts.” 


Films & TV Swap 


Continued from page 1 














joy a tv exclusivity on the Lunt- 
Fontanne legiter upon expiration 
of its Broadway run, so will the 
network derive the residual bene- 
fits from the Mankiewicz product. 

Figuring in the Mankiewicz-NBC 
deal was the Wm. Morris agency, 
which handles the top Hollywood 


| writer-director. 


Columbia Pitch 

Columbia Pictures, already rep- 
resented in tv with its Screen Gems 
subsidiary, is now eyeing the video 
medium on a “parent company” 
level in a big way, with the initia- 
tion of talks that may lead to Co- 
lumbia turning out the 90-minute 
features for use as network spec- 
taculars. The film company has 
already made some overtures to 


the webs, 


The Columbia approach to tv 
would thus be different from any 
other company. Whereas 20th-Fox, 
Metro and Warners, already repre- 
sented by major showcases on the 
networks, are equally concerned 
in the utilization of tv for studio 





exploitation values, Columbia 


' would be turning out full-length 


{ product. as, the producipg company, |, 


Wednesday, November 9, 1955 


That’s Our Darling 


The fact that the major 
NBC-RCA brass put in an ap- 
pearance at last week's benefit 
premiere of Sam Goldwyn’s 
“Guys and Dolls” at the Cap- 
ital Theatre, N. Y. (with net- 
work prexy Pat Weaver; exec 
veepee Bob Sarnoff; NBC- 
RCA veep troubleshooter 
Manie Sacks being among the 
more conspicuous in attend- 
ance) occasioned the com- 
ment:“Why all this network 
interest?” 


The answer apparently 
comes in the revelation that 
NBC was paying its respects 
to Joseph L. Mankiewicz, di- 
rector-writer of “Guys,” who 
now becomes partnered with 
NBC in his Figaro Holding Co. 
on turning out future theatri- 
cal pix product. 














for the network to whom it would 
be contractually committed. 
Thus far there’s been a veil of 


| secrecy surrounding the Col ambi- 


tions in tv, although it’s known 
that some high level talks have 
been taking place. 

In addition, Columbia is ped- 
dling to the networks two of its re- 
leases. One of them is the Stanley 
Kramer-produced “‘The 5,000 Fing- 
ers of Dr. T” and the other the 
British-made Alec Guinness fea- 
ture “‘The Prisoner,” which was 
never released theatrically in this 
country. Col, it’s reported, is ask- 
ing $350,000 for each of the films. 
(NBC says it, for one, has rejected 
the offer.) 

The Kramer pic was made at a 
reported cost of $2,250,000 but 
never got anywhere, registered one 
of the alltime low grossers when it 
played at the Criterion, N. Y. A 
fantasy-type pic, it stars Peter 
Lind Hayes, Mary Healy and Hans 
Conreid. 


U.S. Talent Scores 
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vigorously and wound up with a 
poetic tribute to the Queen. 

A surprise last-minute addition 
to the show was Ethel Merman, 
who reprised “No Biz Like Show 
Biz.” She replaced Darvas & Julia, 
who had to withdraw because the 
incline made the stage too danger- 
ous for their act. Biggest ovation 
of the evening went to a Chinese 
ballet which did precision acro 
dancing. 

Other major ballet contribution 
was by the Moscow Moiseyev Danc- 
ers who open tonight (Tues.) at 
the Empress Theatre. 

Presentation - opened with a 
scene from the Crazy Gang Revue, 
“Joker’s Wind,” with the Tiller 
Girls and Latona, Graham & Cha- 
del. Dave King, a local comic; 
Ruby Murray, Benny Hill, Robert 
Dhery Co., Tommy Trinder, Jim- 
my Edwards, Richard Attembor- 
ough and Diana Dors were others 
who appeared on this show. 

Jack Hylton staged the event 
successfully, with the right inter- 
national flavor. 








Vienna Opera 
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The first such “normal” opera is 
“Tosca,” for which Maria Jeritza 
will emerge from retirement. 

Since it is difficult for the Stat- 
opera to commit singers to long- 
term contracts, Vienna will follow 
the Italian system of the “stag- 
gione” but will undertake to form 
a large permanent company. 

At the opening performance 
Nov. 4 (a 5 p. m. dress matinee, 
strictly invitation) Lauder Green- 
way attended as representative of 
the Metropolitan Opera of N. Y. 








Greshler Duo 


Continued from page 47 ee 





subsequently booked them for the 
present turn at the Flamingo, Las 
Vegas, 

Parallel between the case of 
Martin and Johnston lies in the 
fact that at the time Martin & 
Lewis started to work, the singer 
was under contract to Lou Perry, 
who subsequently sold the contract 
to Greshler for $2,500. 

Green says that he used all his 
powers of persuasion to induce 
the team to work together. He 
says that he finally got Johnston 
to agree to work out some bits 
with Baylos after he tad com- 
pleted his regular singing turn at 

P08 52565 TESTES TE 











Czech Festival 


=—_——__ Continued from page 5 ——) 


sion. These provide that the as- 
sociation shall be limited to asso. 


ciations of private film producers 
The Federation bars any organiza- 
tion under direct or indirect con. 
trol of its government. 

Renato Gualino, of Italy, presi- 
dent of the Federation, explained 
to newsmen that “generally the 
iron curtain countries fall under 
this.” He denied any of them had 
sought membership. However, the 
fact that the question was up and 
formally voted upon _ suggested 
queries from Russia or one of its 
satellites. 


“We felt,” explained Gualino, 
“that the problems of individual 
producers and their organizations 
are not the same as those of state 
controlled organizations. We felt 
there would have been conflicts.” 

The Czech Film Festival was 
okayed for member participation 
for 1956 “subject to discussions.” 
In other words, approval is still 
tentative but will be made firm if 
the Czechs, who requested the ap- 
proval, put in writing some of the 
assurances they have made verbale 
ly. The affair is scheduled for 
July 11-21. 

The Federation wants firm assur- 
ance that the festival will be free 
of any political implications or sig- 
nificance. Second, the Czechs 
must promise that films accepted 
for showing at the Festival will be 
permitted to have commercial runs 
in the country outside of quota 
limits and that earnings of such 
non-quota pictures may be freely 
transmitted to the producing com- 
pany. 

The administrative council also 
approved participation in the Cork, 
Ireland, Film Festival (May 21-27, 
1956) but gave no approval beyond 
1956. It was explained that the 
desire was to rotate festivals as 
much as possible. 

However, the nod for 1956 did go 
to such perennials as Cannes in 
March; Venice in August; Berlin 
in June, and Edinburgh, Aug. 20- 
Sept. 9, 1956. Three applications 
for festivals were turned down. 


UA-Preminger 


Continued from page 5 j—_—_ 











granting an exception to “Golden 
Arm” or a rewrite of the Code’s 
nix on the showing of the drug 
menace in any form. 


VARIETY recently carried a story 
quoting Harry Anslinger, Commis- 
sioner of the Federal Bureau of 
Narcotics, as saying he was against 
the release of “Golden Arm” be- 
cause the film’s central character 
happily manages to free himself 
from addiction. This is not realis- 
tic, said Anslinger. 


UA execs, though, are curious 
about Anslinger’s source of infor- 
mation, since only the _ insiders 
have seen the film, and this only 
in rough form. Further, it’s added, 
the addict, as played by Frank 
Sinatra, elevates himself only to 
a state of unhappy uncertainty 
about his future. 


In any event, UA clearly is de- 
termined to move ahead with the 
sale of “Golden Arm.” When and 
if the Production Code rejection is 
made official, it will be the subject 
of an appeal to the MPAA board. 
If the latter upholds the Code’s no, 
UA will be faced with the pros- 
pect of bowing out from the MPAA 
member company ranks. 





a 


Foreign Press Merger 


Continued from page 2 = 


critics among its members. This 
tended to cause some confusion as 
to which org was the official ~ep 
for the crix. The merger, inci- 
dentally, was actively supported by 
the International Exchange Pro- 
gram of the American National 
Theatre & Academy. 

Probably the biggest beef of the 
foreign reviewers concerns admis- 
Sion to Broadway shows. Most 
aren't on any press lists and have 
to make personal pitches to the 
pressagents to get into the shows. 
The critics are now campaigning 
to get in on a third night press 
list. At the time of the merger, 
Dr. Saul Colin, who's associate di- 
rector of the Senior Dramatic 
Workshop, N. Y., and rep for Paris- 
ian periodicals, was president of 
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‘Bamboo Bed’ (Ex- Little Hut’) a Foldo, 
Fiasco Souring Roch. on Twofers 





Rochester, Nov. 8. #— 


“The Little Hut,” retitled “The 
Bamboo Bed” for its engagement 
jast week at the local Auditorium, 
might better have been called “The 
Last Straw.” It was a fiasco for 
everyone involved, and the H. Clay 
Blaney tourer folded here Satur- 
day night (5). 

There'll probably be no more 
two-for-one legits in this town for 
several years, not until the sour 
jmpression of “Little Hut” wears 
off. The show turned out to be a 
pooby-trap for the few what-can-I- 
Jose gullibles attracted by the pai~ 
gain price gimmick. They'll be 
twofer-shy hereafter. 

Local eritics, editors, radio and 
tv personalities and even, in one 
case, a hotel management, are liKe- 
ly to be edgy at the mere mention 
of a twofer show in future. As for 
Robert Corris, manager of the Au- 
ditorium, he’s undoubtedly had it 
for keeps on any touring project 
less than an authentic, sworn-on- 
the-Bible original-cast Broadway 
smash. 

Having done well with twofer 
offerings in the past, notably with 
“Pajama Tops” last season, Corris 
figured that with Veronica Lake as 
name draw, he could do business 
on “Hut,” despite the known 
weakness of the play. He booked it 
for a full week and got the adver- 
tising, publicity and business 
wheels rolling. 

When Miss Lake dropped_out of 
the show recently in Detroit, be- 
cause of a breakdown, Corris was 
told that Diana Barrymore, who 
had starred in “Pajama Tops,” 
would be the replacement and 
would be ready to go on for the 


(Continued on page 58) 


Fair Harvard IsSafe; 
Hasty Pudding Upholds 
No-Femmes Tradition 


Boston, Nov. 8. 


Break a century-old Harvard 
tradition? Allow femmes (real 
ones, that is) in a Hasty Pudding 
show? Hold that line! 


Cambridge tradition has _ pre- 
vailed. There’ll be no actual gals 
in the 108th annual Hasty Pudding 
opus. Due to “technical difficul- 
ties,” the scheduled Dec. 2 open- 
ing is off and the sacred Crimson 
has been spared the shame of 
mixed-gender theatricals. 


Shattering hallowed custom, this 
year’s show, “The Golden Fleecer,” 
was to have dispensed with bulg- 
ing-biceps Harvards in the femme 
roles, importing genuine distaffers 
instead. But, it’s reported, many 
male cast members failed to ap- 
pear for more than a few rehear-. 
sals, so the script is being rewritten 
for segregated he-men. 

Under the revised schedule, the 
males-only “Fleecer”’ will open 
about April 1 at the Hasty Pudding 
Theatre in Cambridge, then tour 
during the Harvard spring vaca- 
tion, which-follows by a week or 
two the vernal recesses at New 
England women's colleges. 

According to Hasty Pudding 
Theatricals president Robert R. F. 
Ballard, the title of the new show 
may be changed, much of the book 
will be rewritten and some of the 
present cast replaced. There will 
be no changes in the professional 
staff, which includes G. Wright 
Briggs, director of the Harvard 
band; Tilda Morse, assistant chore- 
ographer of the Metropolitan 
Opera, N.Y., and Don Fisher, di- 
rector of the last three Hasty Pud- 
ding shows. 


Soviet-Tour ‘Hamlet’ 
Is Ducking the Critics 


London, Nov. 8. 

A ban on reviews of the tryout 
tour of the new revival of ‘““Ham- 
let,” starring Paul Scofield and 
Mary Ure, to be staged in Moscow 
and Leningrad next month, has 
been imposed by H. M. Tennent. 
The production began a tryout run 








at Brighton last week and is cur- | 


rently at Oxford. 

The management intimated that 
the production was not yet ready 
for review, but that the critics 
would be invited to appraise the 
show when it eventually reaches 


Open Contract Confabs 
For Industrial Shows 


Negotiations for a basie contract 
for industrial stage shows begin 
today (Wed.) in Detroit. Participat- 
ing in the confabs will be an Ac- 
tors Equity delegation headed by 
Angus Duncan, executive-secretary, 
and representatives of Jam Handy, 
Dramaturgy and Wilding Pictures, 
producers of industrial shows. 

Equity’s interest in the industrial 
field covers only book shows. Pro- 
ductions employing a variety for- 
mat are under the jurisdiction of 














the American Guild of 
Artists. 


Levit Still Show 





Although legit has been dwarf- 
ed, first by films and radio and 
more recently by television, it re- 
mains the major-impact display 
case of show business. That is 
demonstrated for the umpteenth 
time by the recent click of “No 
Time for Sergeants” as a Broad- 
way play. 

Ira Levin,  previously-obscure 
scripter who dramatized the Mae 
Hyman bestseller after doing a 
shorter version of the same mate- 
rial for television, is now being 
peppered with writing offers. A 
bid of $75,000 from Columbia Pic- 
tures to do the screen treatment 
of the Mary Chase stage comedy, 
“Bernardine,” is the most attrac- 
tive financially, but there are vari- 
ous others. However, having made | 
an entree in legit, Levin wants to} 
concentrate on that for the pres- 


tent. 


In the writing category, Levin’s 
case is merely a notable edition of 
a by-now familiar situation. An 
even more spectacular example is 
N. Richard Nash, who after several 
years of comfortable but hard- 
earned money in television and 
legit, bounced into the higher-in- 
come brackets last season on the 
moderately - received Broadway 
play, “The Rainmaker.” More im- 
pressive still is the case of George 


(Continued on page 58) 
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Biz Display Case 


Axelrod, who plodded the tv tread- | 
mill for a number of years before | 
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Continuing Despite Few Diehard 
office building. Prior to being £ p 
Bankhead. ing-night curtains, rather than a 
tion film-legiter, It also contained | Shade,’ John van Druten’s new | the standard starting time, obvi 
run of the current “Roomful of | line problem. 

Marjorie Steele, Donald Hotton | have been scheduled for 7:45 (two 
Roger L. Stevens, who hasn't. ing the scenery and Gertrude Macy urday night preem). The 7:35 
time. | e ; 
handle the twin-bill show. 
Possibly as a sideline, he’s pulled } 7 : é sek BP 
| The 7:45 openers were riger 
the Cleveland Terminal Tower 

Henry IV, Part I.” This week's 
purchase of 26 buildings, both 
Francisco City. It is planned by New York | 7:45 starty. 
Hotel, Beverly Hills; the Nacional | the Hutchinson River Parkway at | even over the now-standard 8 
a development plan for the Boston | @ two-corporation setup, one for | most of the nen-reviewing first 
In legit at the moment. Stevens | the two corporations will be capi- | lier hour. And now thai many 
‘Guys’ Junk Bri 
Co. productions of “Cat on a Hot | vestment to $120,400. The opera- | uys un eteers ring 
Theatre (Robert Whitehead) pro- | tential stockholders, Moloney fig- | 
a touring company) and “View from | population of 6,141,279 from the, It was strictly Headaches Ine, 
and “Joyce Grenfell Requests the | York. He also estimates that the | and Sol Jacobson, and to a varying 
As a change of pace, perhaps, , is figured at $35,000, with a $15,000 out-of-town scribes fer the pre- 
Adlai E. Stevenson. He was one! penses are estimated at $21,000, | of the junketeering critics, columne 
agents had to scramble to get them 
on to “coordinate” the stagegomg 
| Game”); Jacobson (representing 
|and Fields (“Cat on a Hot Tin 
‘the advance seliout smashes, 
| ballyhooer, such tasks are invari- 
the moment said frankly that while 
| can do little for and are inclined to 
Cedar Rapids ‘Birthday’ 
‘Cedar Napids birthday 
| week with an eight-performance 
| $30,000 new home, remodeled from 
612 N. Michigan Ave. 
Trafalgar Square | Start with the outfit include Don 


v: e 9 , 
Will Demolish Albany’s E | () ° Ni h Ri T d 

Harmanus Bleecker Hall Lal y pening- Ig { ingup ren 

The old Harmanus Bleecker Hall, 
onetime legit stand here, will be 
demolished to make way for an 
wrecked by fire in 1940, its last # Despite a few diehard traditions 
Stage offering was the touring | cay ,7 3 ° ‘ ; alists, the trend this season ape 
“Little Foxes,” starring Tallulah | Shade Following Roses | pears to be toward earlier opens 

} 

The house had been operated by | BR’ P| h ; return to the old 8:30 p.m. ringup, 
Fabian, through the Fast Theatres nto way ay ouse | Virtually the only exception is Sate 
subsidiary, mostly as a combina- “Dancing in the Chequered | urday night premieres, which keep 
four street-front shops. comedy, is reportedly headed for | ously because the daily paper re- 

Nav a me. ang the | Views don’t appear until Monday’s 

the Playhouse, N. Y., following the | issue, so the critics have no dead- 
} : 

' Roses.” The Walter Starcke pro- : ; ’ , 
Roger L. Stevens | duction will premiere in January, |,, 0! the 22 le git openings so far 
' after a trvout tour |this season, 11 have been sched= 
: ° fuled for 8 o’clock ringup, four 
Is Keeping Busy and James Congdon head the cast) more are due this week). one for 
of “Shade,” with the author slated | 7-35 and one for 8:30 (the latter, 
to direct, Boris Arsonson design- “Young and Beautiful,” had a Sate 
produced a new show for the last, @ Seneral manager. starter was “View from the 
couple of weeks, hasn't been | ea oe ee ae Bridge,” apparently with the idea 
entirely idle during that of giving the critics exira time to 
off several realty deals, besides | at the Gates,” “Will Success Spoil 
tripling as a political fund-raiser. | ‘Rock Hunter?” and the two City 

A syndicate he heads purshased | Center offerings, the Brattle The- 
| Bla wilt ts ts Ve tale wer | @S C @s fy 0, atre revivals of “Othello” and 
ls oof Sald "a e e : est — “ 
=e Sues, OUASIe : to fi “acnect for | two preems, “Hatful of Rain,” toe 
New York. s tiated > A musical tent is in prospect for | st ore 2 aga pee ig 

ae Se eee te Westchester County, the wealthy night (Wed.) and Phe Vamp, = 
commercial and residential, in San | "esidential suburb of New York | Mercvow nicht (Thurs.), aco have 

In addition. in association with Dewspaper and advertising repre-| General sentiment, at least in 
the realtv film of Webb & Knapp, | Sentative Philip J. Moloney. The the trade, appears to favor the 7:45 
he bought the Beverly Wilshire | Proposed location is adjacent to | ‘or earlier) curtain for openings, 
Hotel, Havana, and the Gotham) 54x0n Woods Parks, Mamaroneck, , o'clock ringup. Apart: from the 
Hotel N.Y. Meanwhile. continu- | 4nd is being capitalized at $120,400. | critics, nearly all of whom welcome 
ing his work of the last vear or so,| The tunetent is to operate under | the added time to beat dcadiine, 
& Albany R.R. yards in the Back: the theatre and one for the produc- ‘nighters say they find the traftie 
Bay area of Boston. tion of the musical shows. Each of | conditiens much easier it the ear- 
is associated in five Broadway |talized Initially at $50,200, with | ‘Continued on page 56) 
shoWs and an off-Broadway opera-| Provision for a total overcall of | aa 
tion. They include the Playwrights | $20,000, bringing the maximum in- 

Tin Roof” and “Tiger at the Gates” tion Pu. ill be called the Westchester | B’ P A 9 e 
‘the latter in partnership with ; Musical Theatre. Problems for Way A. S, 
Robert L. Joseph); the Producers! According to a prospectus to po- | p f § h N t h 
duction of “Bus Stop” (including | ures the tent can draw on a total | reier omasne ’ 
the Bridge” (the latter in partner-| Westchester area, Connecticut, last week for legit pressagents Reu- 
ship with Kermit Bloomgarden) | Long Island, the Bronx and New. ben Rabinovitch, William Fields 
Pleasure” (in partnership with Lyn operation can recoup its invest- | degree for all Broadway publicists. 
Austin & Thomas Noyes) as well! ment in three years. | The sudden complication was the 
as in the Phoenix Theatre. | Total cost of putting up the tent | arrival in New York of a flock of 
Stevens leaves today (Wed.) on a reserve. The weekly operating cost miere of the “Guys and Dolls” 
cross-country trip to raise money | on productions is estimated at $12,- film. ; , 
for the Presidential campaign of | 750, excluding rent. Pre-season ex- As usual in such instances, few 
of the latter’s principal fund-raisers with an additional $10,000 going ists and editors made any advance 
for the campaign as Democratic ,for union deposits and another | plans for legit-going during their 
icandidate in 1952, (Continued on page 56) | quickie stays in town, so the press- 
| into the hits (and what visiting by- 
| liner wants to take less’). In some 
‘eases, the ballyhooers were called 
schedules of several scribes, which 
|meant shopping around among 
| their tubthumping brethren tor du- 
| cats to various shows. 
| Rabinovitch (pressagent for 
|“Damn Yankees” and “Pajama 
i“No Time for Sergeants” and 
| “Teahouse of the August Moon”), 
| Roof") reportedly had the roughest 
i time accommodating requests for 
|“tonight or tomorrow night” for 
| Neither they nor other p.a.’s would 
admit being inconvenienced, how- 
i'ever. As with any case-hardened 
| ably a pleasure and a privilege— 
Of at least to another newspaper man, 
One p.a. who has no hit show at 
‘he and almost any realistic publics 
ity rep welcomes a chance to do a 
favor for a newspaper man, they 
| resent last-minute requesis from 
scribes who haven't bothered to 
| make plans in advance. 
Celebrates 30th Anni 
Cedar Rapids, Nov. 8. 
] it ti n dvanta es | The Community Theatre here 
exp Ol a 10 a g | celebrated its 30th anniversary last 
'engagement of “Happy Birthday.” 
| The production of the Anita Loos 
;comedy dedicated the groups 
ithe former Sun Theatre, a_ film 

LONDON, W. C. 2 | outlet. 

8 St. Martin's Place | Those who got their professional 
| De Fore, Albert McCleery, Mac- 
| donald Carey, Robert Downing and 

i Stevan Darrell 
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WHAT OLDTIMERS PRODUCED: OWN COIN; 
MAX GORDON IN A MOOD FOR MEMOIRS 


By ABEL GREEN 


In one of the recent Page 2/4 hit. 
“trailers” for VARIETY’s upcoming | S!X weeks. 
Golden Jubilee Edition, there was | e : 
a reprise of a 1929 editorial by | the Fiddle’ and others. 


founder Sime Silverman on the 
then state of legit. It took a dim 
view of the situation, Sime being 
not very sanguine on the legit’s 
future, unless subsidized by 
picture business. 

Vet showman Max Gordon has 
his own views on the state of the 


: : « ” 
American legit theatre over the} 4 quick bust. 
years, and rises to protest as fol-; 


lows: “Maybe I wiil have to put 
the accent on myself, but I’m not 
forgetting others. However, let 
me cite some of my own shows— 
‘The Great Waltz,’ ‘The Shining 
Hour,’ ‘Dodsworth,’ ‘Pride and 
Prejudice,’ ‘The Women,’ ‘Jubilee,’ 
‘The American Way,’ ‘The Farmer 
Takes a Wife,’ ‘Design for Living,’ 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ ‘Junior Miss,’ 
‘The Doughgirls,’ ‘The Late George 
Apley,’ ‘Over 21,’ ‘Born Yesterday,’ 
among others. 

“In the midst of the depression, 
in one year (1934) I had four 
shows in a row and running con- 
currently: ‘Dodsworth,’ ‘Shining 
Hour,’ ‘Her Master’s Voice’ and 
‘Pride and Prejudice’ and kept 
four Shubert theatres lighted 
when playhouses, legit and pic- 
tures, were going through the 
ringer. That included Paramount 
Publix with its top-heavy real- 
estate.” 

Gordon accents how producers 
like Henry W. Savage, Winthrop 
Ames, A. L. Erlanger, Charles 
Dillingham, David Belasco, Charles 
Frohman, Sam H. Harris and 
others bankrolled their own pro- 
ductions, or with a few intimate 
friends. 

Television Angles 

“Sure, today, there is, as Sime 
prognosticated, a lot of picture 
business bankrolling and, as he 
could hardly have foreseen, some 
broadcaster financing. This kind 
of ‘sucker money’ in ‘the old days 
we didn’t have. Some shows today 
have 100 to 200 backers. 

“None the less, back in 1908-09-10- 
there were 100 Broadway musicals 
on the boards. In the midst of 
the depression Sam Harris put on 
‘Of Thee I Sing.’ Two of the great- 
est Broadway revues, ‘Three’s a 
Crowd,’ with Fred Allen, Libby 
Holman and Clifton Webb, and 
‘The Bandwagon,’ with the As- 
taires, Frank Morgan, Tilly Lasch 
and Helen Morgan, were put on to 
keep the theatre alive and despite 
their now-relatively-short runs of 
six months or so, were hits, and 
got their money back. None of 
this ‘amortization’ that takes a 
year to get even.” 

Gordon recalls how in 1935 he 
put on “The Great Waltz” to light 
the Center Theatre, which later 
switched to an ice »solicy (Sonja 


Henie-Arthur M. Wirtz),  inter-| 
mingled with vaudfilm and) 
straight-film policies, until con- 


verted into an NBC-TV playhouse 
and finally razed as an annex to 
the U.S. Rubber Bldg., as part of 
the Rockefeller Center project. 
Gordon says he put on this $246,- 
000 production “strictly on credit,” 
as he was broke. The Rockefellers 
put up $50,000; Mare Heimann 
90G, and he also promoted $50,000. 

“It was in the midst of the de- 
pression and neither the Rocke- 
tellers nor I wanted to fire any- 


body, so here was a gshow that 
could have been cut down in 
Operating nut but we didn’t. It 


ran a year and we just got even.” 
Went Broke Twice 





the | set 








nine weeks to build ‘Roberta’ into? 
‘The Bandwagon’ required | 
Same went for my 
‘Three's a Crowd,’ ‘The Cat and 
It took 
*‘Rose-Marie’ 10 weeks to catch on; 
‘Cat and the Fiddle’ six weeks; 
‘The Women’ five weeks; “The 
Royal Family’ needed six weeks to 
rolling. Hits used to grow. 


Want-Ad Angeling For 
‘Hellzapoppin’ Revival 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 
Half-a-dozen angels recruited via 
want-ads probably will back a re- 
vival of Olsen and _ Johnson’s 
“Hellzapoppin’,” tentatively slated 
7 : pa . to open Nov. 29 at the Patio Thea- 
oe gem — 7 ae te —— tre here. Financial details are ex- 


ee ie ae " tor op! pected to be settled this week, per- 
where it’s either a blockbuster or | litinw the aiew: to ae fate re- 


—— ne, 


Inside Stuff Legit 


| Eli Wallach, who will take a leave of absence Nov. 19 to appear 
,in an Elia Kazan film production for Warner Bros. release, has ex- 
tended his contract for the legit show through next June 30, with a 
proviso that he'll also be available for the road for that period. He 
was previously under contract only until Dec. 3], without commitmen: 
to tour. Terence Kilburn will sub as Sakini, the Okinawan interpreter 
in “Teahouse,” during Wallach’s absence. 

The not-yet-titled film will be scripted by Tennessee Williams 
based on his own short drama, “27 Wagons Full of Cotton,” which wac 
presented on Broadway last season, as part of a triple-bill titled “41, 
in One.” Wallach will play the role of the venal cotton planter, done 
by Felice Orlandi in the original stage edition. 

Mildred Dunnock is being sought to portray the pathetic wife 
enacted on the stage by Maureen Stapleton. In order to take the as. 
signment, Miss Dunnock would have to get a leave of absence from 
“Cat On a Hot Tin Roof,” the current Williams smash on Broadway, 
which Kazan staged for the Playwrights Co. Karl Malden, who ap- 
peared in the legit and film editions of the Williams-Kazan “Streete,y 








Gordon, who is writing his 
memoirs for Doubleday, calls his | 
book “45 Years on Broadway” with | 
an alternate title, “It’s a Pleasure | 
to Go Broke.” 
sonal catchphrase; if he liked do- 
ing a show, and it didn’t come off 
financially, he'd crack, “It’s a 
pleasure to go broke.” He went 
broke twice—$250.000 in 1932 
(Wall St.) and again in 1941 for 
$300,000. He details how he “paid 
off the 300G from 15% of ‘Sister 
Eileen,’ 30° of ‘Junior Miss,’ 5°% 
of ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
1623°% of ‘Blithe Spirit.” My 1932 
red ink for 250G was squared away 
by ‘Dodsworth’.” . 

Gordon also accents the old vs 
new trends. “Today it’s sudden 
death if the critics don’t like you. 
If they do, you're also usually in- 
sured by a large cushion of ad- 
vance sales and ‘parties.’ We didn’t 
have it in the old days. It took 


The latter is a per-! - 


Praises Old Skills 


Gordon has nothing but enthu- 
siasm for the stage craftsmen of 
his era. ‘‘Why, George Marion 
would put on ‘The Merry Widow’ 
and turn around next week and 
stage ‘Madame X.’ Sam Forrest 
staged 20 Cohan & Harris Revues. 
Winthrop Ames, Savage, the Froh- 
mans, Belasco, Klaw & Erlanger, 
Arthur Hopkins—these were men 
of stature in the American theatre. 
Where is there a Cohan today? 
He’d write ’em, act in ’em, he’d do 
the songs, the book and _ lyrics, 
stage 'em—he was a one-man show 
business. 


“We had Victor Herbert, Louis 
A. Hirsch, Gustave Kerker, Irving 
Berlin, Noel Coward, Jerome 
Kern, Vincent Youmans, George 
Gershwin, Philip Braham, Arthur 
Hammerstein, Oscar Hammerstein 
2d, the upcoming Rodgers & Hart. 
We had showmen like Hopkins 
who would produce the best ‘Ham- 
let’ and turn around and do ‘What 
Price Glory?’ Winthrop Ames did 
Gilbert & Sullivan with the same 
facility as ‘The Jest.’ Belasco 
could do anything, whether with 
Lenore Ulric, Mrs. Lesiie Carter, 
David Warfield or Ina Claire.” 


Gordon's point is that compared 
to the prolific crop of other years, 
the surviving Berlin, Coward and 
Rodgers & Hammerstein, plus the 
few good newcomers like Harold 
Rome, Jerry Ross & Richard Ad- 
ler or Frank Loesser, are a rela- 
tive handful. 


‘PIPE’ A BONIFACE IN HUB, 
CAN’T HANDLE THE BIZ 


Boston, Nov. 8. 


What has happened to the cur- 
rent “Pipe Dream” at the Shubert 
Theatre here should happen to any 
show. 

First mail order ad for the Rodg- 
ers-Hammerstein musical brought 
18,000 pieces, averaging six tickets, 
or an approximate total of 108,000 
tickets, for the four-week engage- 
ment. The tuner is on subscrip- 
tion calling for 600 ducats for each 
of 16 performances, for a total of 
9,600. 

The house seat¢ 1,717—737 in 
the orch. That brings the total 





|'capacity to 53,227 for the 31-per- 


formance engagement. Subtract- 
ing the 9,600 subscription tickets, 
that leaves 43,627 seats available 
for regular patrons. Subtract that 
from the 108,000 mail requests and 
the result is 64,373 thwarted tick- 
at buyers. 

The Helen Traubel-William John- 
son starrer will gross over $200,000 
on its local tryout stand. Despite 
only moderate notices, some 200 re- 
quests a day were coming in last 
week. The _ asking price 
scalpers was said to be $25 a pair. 

“Pipe” ran three and one half 
hours in New Haven, where it 
preemed, Opening night last 
Tuesday (1) in the Hub, it ran 
slightly over three hours. 








Music Tent 


Continued from page 55 








$19,000 reserve for the first four 
weeks of production. Included tn 
the pre-season expenses is $800 
per month salary for five months 
for the producer, stipulated in the 
corporation setup. 

Several previous attempts to es- 
tablish a summer legit operation 
in the rich Westchester County 
area have fallen through, generally 
because of local zoning restrictions. 
One of the most ambitious of such 
projects involved the proposed use 
about four years ago of the Ward 

Baking Co. family) estate in the 
Quaker Ridge section of New 
Rochelle. Landowner neighbors 
blocked the plan, however, on the 
, Claim that it would be a nuisance. 


from | 


hearsal. 

Want-ad gimmick in the Wall 
Street Journal and the Los Angeles 
finance the production. If legal 
the projected limited partnership 
to a corporation are successfully 
completed, the show will be pre- 
; sented by Richard C. Kahn, oper- 
|ator of the theatre. 


Mex Bans ‘Goats ’: 











Mexico City, Nov. 8. 


plays, local censors have now nixed 
a third. Latest tabu affects “Nan- 
ny Goats’ Island,” by the late Ital- 
ian dramatist Ugo Betti. Protests 
on the part of the public and the- 
atre people have been ignored, and 
the scheduled presentation at 
Humberto Almazan’'s Teatre Globo 
is now definitely off. 

The bans were imposed by local 
officials assigned to theatrical mat- 
ters, but have since been sus- 
tained by the Ministry of the In- 
terior. The first two plays affected 
were Tennessee Williams’ Pulitzer 
Prize and N. Y. Drama Critics Cir- 
cle Award entry, “Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof,” and Carmen  Montejo’s 
“Conflicto Entre Mujeres” (‘“Strug- 
gle Between Women”). Both were 
condemned as catering only to ‘the 
morbid appetites of a cértain seg- 
ment of the public.” 

Censoring authorities say they’ve 
received considerable mail favor- 
ing the banning of ‘‘Cat” and the 
other plays as “keeping the the- 
atre clean.” It’s asserted that the 
supporters include Alfredo Ro- 
bledo, president of the Theatrical 
Authors Union, who reportedly ex- 
pressed the opinion that the local 
officials are performing a public 
service by enforcing the ordinance 
against “immoral” shows. 

The fact that “Nanny Goats’ Is- 
land” has been presented without 
objection in Italy, France, Ger- 
many and Spain (despite the rigid 
censorship in effect in the latter 
country) has not swayed officials 
here. (The play was recently pro- 
duced without in New York, under 
the title “Island of Goats,’’ but 
was a quick flop.) 

Also ignored was the critical re- 
ception of “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” 
on Broadway, with its subsequent 
prize citations as the best play of 
last season and its continuing sell- 
out support by the public. 








Early Openings 


=m Continued from page 55 





have become accustomed to late 
supper on premiere nights, they ap- 
pear to like it. 

Critics The Factor 

The determining factor is, of 
course, the critics. As long as the 
two most influential aisle-sitters, 
Brooks Atkinson, of the Times, and 
Waiter F. Kerr, of the Herald 
Tribune, favor early openings, most 
managements will schedule them 
that way. The fact that John Mc- 
Clain, of the Journal-American, 
and Richard Watts Jr., of the Post, 
also like the early start is added 
influence, 

John Chapman, of the News, re- 
mains a holdout for the passe 8:30 
opening. He managed to find an- 
other pretext for agitating on the 
subject last week, suggesting that a 
gadget something like the elec- 
tronic brain used in the current 





comedy, “Desk Set,” might enable 
|his “critical colleagues” to make 
|their deadline more easily. That 
, would permit a return “to the com- 
|fortable and happy custom of hav- 
ing first-night curtains at 8:50 or 
9 p.m. instead of the joy-killing 
‘hours of 7:30, 7:45 or 8,” he wrote. 


Times was used to raise $25,000 to 


technicalities involved in switching 


‘Cat’ Nix Sticks 


Having already banned two legit | 


Named Desire,” is in line for the part of the callous husband, origi- 
nally done by Myron McCormick, in “Wagons.” The picture will be 
shot principally on location in the south. 





Louis Kronenberger, who withdrew name as adaptor of “Heavenly 
Twins” prior to its Broadway opening last Friday (4), is still getting 
royalties on the play. That was revealed by a representative of the 
Theatre Guild, which produced the Jean Pierre Aumont-Faye Emerson 
starrer. Since Kronenberger had his name removed, the adaptation 
of the Albert Husson French original has been left officially anonymous, 

The production was unanimously panned by the N. Y. daily critics, 
but only two mentioned the name of Kronenberger, who's drama 
critic for Time mag. John Chapman (Daily News) and Richard Watts 
Jr. (Post) identified him as the original adaptor, but the other five 


ing to the program billing. 





Elaine Stritch, featured actress in the Broadway company of “Bus 
Stop,” did some voluble talking about the cast, the management, the 
director and stage manager during lunch last Thursday (3) at Sardi’s 
restaurant, N. Y. No eavesdropping was involved. The comments 
were audible enough to be distracting at adjacent tables. Miss Stritch, 
she indicated, disapproves of the present quality of the “Bus Stop” 
performance, and is scornful of various of her associates in and on 
the show. 





John Ireland and his wife, Joanne Dru, costars of “Deadfall,” cur- 
rent at the Holiday Theatre, N. Y., are in on a straight 15% of the 
gross deal. The Martin Goodman-Julius Gordon production, which is 
slated to close next Saturday (12) after a three-week run, has had the 
usual quota of backstage spats, including a running tiff between the 
femme star and featured player Sheilah Bond. 





In the obituary of Arthur Hammerstein, in the Oct. 19 issue, his 
daughter Elaine was erroneously listed as surviving. She died several 


Show Out of Town 


The Great Sebastians 


Wilmington, Nov. 3. 
Howard Lindsay & Russel Crouse pro- 
duction of their own three-act comedy. 
Stars Alfred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne. Staged 
by Bretaigne Windust; settings, Raymond 
Sovey; lighting, Jean Rosenthal. At Play- 





who emerges as a tough commis- 
sar. Brief other roles are played 
by Jose Ruben, Grant Gordon, Ben 
Hammer, Edward Moor, Anne 
Francine, Eugenia Rawls, Peg Mur- 
ray and Doris Fesétte, while Susan 





reviewers followed general custom by crediting the authorship accord-— 





Here is a high voltage show with 
the parlay of Alfred Lunt and 


ard Lindsay and Russe! Crouse as 
author-producers, giving this one 
a head start for a Broadway clean- 
up. Since the new comedy also has 
plenty on the ball in entertain- 
ment, it’s hard to figure how “The 
Great Sebastians’” could miss. As 
final insurance, the script was 
sewed up for Hollywood and tv be- 
fore the tryout. 


Lunt and Fontanne, in the title 
parts of a hammy vaudeville mind 
reading act, get the show off to a 
wallop with a demonstration of 
their “art” in a Prague theatre, in 
1948, just as the Commies are tak- 
ing over Czechoslovakia. They re- 
luctantly get mixed up in the polit- 
ical intrigue of the new overlords, 
but eventually outwit them, and 
everything works out to a happy 
ending. 

Co-authors Lindsay and Crouse 
have ¢concocted an interesting, if 
uneven script, combining comedy, 
melodrama and political hijinks. 
They shrewdly keep the stars on- 
stage almost constantly. Despite 
a 2)-member cast, the show is 
practically a duet affair. Only two 
other roles, both male, have genu- 
ine substance. 


Both stars are in fine form, cre- 
ating captivating characters out of 
the sometimes humorous, some- 
times pathetic Sebastians, who 
never doubt that they are one of 
the greatest acts in the business. 
Althought they play for laughs 
most of the time, they put real 
| punch into the dramatic moments. 
| Ben Astar and Si Oakland share 
| the lesser spotlight, the former as 
_& suspicious Communist general 
jand the latter as a mild sergeant 





Lynn Fontanne as stars and How-| 





house, Wilmington, Nov. 3, °55; at $4.80 Frank impresses as a dedicated 
top. es . ites party worker and Burns Oliver 
Essie Sebastian .......+. ynn Fontan raw - : 
Rudi Sebastian -..6.sccces: Alfred Lunt draws laughs as a harassed theatre 
See paneer Sar eee Susan Frank manager. 
ee rete urns Oliver Kic r 
Security Policeman........ Martin Brandt f Miss Fontanne has been beauti- 
SMO Xe ys ates wag tee Arny Freeman ully gow ned by Main Bocher, no 
ae eereny meer eetee*nes 1 Camas small item in the overall effect. 
zen. Otokar Zandek ......... sti r ’ P P : 
Soldiers. Peter Gumeny, Michael Egan | Bretaigne Windust’s direction is 
Viesta Mabeva ........--- js Peg Murray ee smooth, and Raymond 
Sophie Cerny ......<e4- ugenia Rawis ovey’s s j - 
Sa Weemern ".... Anne Francine | 54 ey ti ettings are colorful and 
Third GOMMEr o..<0+000cce Michael Lewis | Nteresting. Klep. 
Mare) Cerny .cccescecsesere Jose Ruben 
ene .... «ceneenas cea Grant Gordon | ¢ ¢ ’ 
PS TY gg RRS are eR ey Ben Hammer LA PLUME LOOKS OKAY 
ie. OIeAr kee euacens ee Edward Moor ‘ 
Marie Balzar ...ceccesse Doris Fesette ‘ 
OE ie lee Sen eor Joseph Holland CORNER’ L N 
RCOROPAL 2c cccccessctecess Ted Gunther ; 

' 


London ,Nov. 8. 


The West End had two openings 
last week. Both arrivals were re- 
vues, but of varying quality. 

First arrival was Jack Hylton’s 
importation of the Robert Dhery 
Show, “La Plume de ma Tante,” 
at the Garrick last Thursday (3). 
This French revue features a tal- 
ented comedy team, supplemented 
by British performers and a local 
dancing line. Entire show has 
been translated into English, but 
most of the sketches are in mime, 
a specialty of company. 

Staged by Alec Shanks, the mu- 
sical was warmly received and has 
had mainly favorable notices from 
the national critics. It is a likely 
bet for a run. 


The other entry, “Meet Me on 
the Corner,” opened Friday night 
44) at the London Hippodrome, as 
a presentation of Val Parnell, with 
Max Bygraves as star. It's a mild- 
ly entertaining show, relying 0” 
the comedy-with-songs formula. 

Bygraves is an adequate lead, 
but top honors go to Channing Pol- 
lock (a magician, not to be con 
fused with the late American play- 
wright) and the Nitwits. The pro- 
duction has been staged by Charles 
Henry, with choreography )Y 
George Carden and scenery and 
costumes by Robert St. Jon Roper: 
Included in the cast are Latona, 
Graham & Chadell, and Sid Mil- 
lard, Wally Stewart, Louie Rams@) 
and Katherine Feather. 





H. Ridgely Bullock Jr. will hd 
associate producer with peg 
Bowden & Richard Barr 0” © 


forthcoming Broadway revival 0 
“Fallen Angels.” 
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Chi Improves: ‘Cadillac’ Tops 196, 
Waltz’ $17,800, ‘Teahouse’ Still SRO 


Chicago, Nov. 8. 

Biz at Chi’s four shows was 
generally stronger last week, ap- 
parently aided by: a big medical 
convention. This week’s takes are 
expected to decide the future 
status of “Anniversary Waltz” and 
“Solid Gold Cadillac.” 

Incoming are “Pajama Game,” 
Shubert, next Tuesday (15) for a 
run:."Bus Stop,” Selwyn, Nov. 21, 
five weeks, on subscription, and 
“Kismet,’ Great Northern, Dec. 5 
for a run. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Anniversary Waltz, Harris (3d 
wk) ($5; 1,000). Over $17,800 on 
subscription (previous week $15,- 
700). 

Can-Can, Shubert 
($5.95; 2,100). Almost 
‘previous week, $28,900); 
Saturday (12) to resume tour. 

Solid Gold Cadillac, Blackstone 
(4th wk) ($4.50; 1,450). Topped 
$19,000 (previous week, $15,800). 

Teahouse of the August Moon, 
Erlanger (8th wk) ($5; 1,335) 
(‘Burgess Meredith, Scott McKay). 
Still at capacity, nearly $35,500. 


Channing $40,700, 
Rain $19,500, D.C. 


Washington, Nov. 8. 

The Broadway - bound musical, 
“The Vamp,” finished its three- 
week local run in high gear. The 
Carol Channing starrer played to 
standing room each night of the 
final chukker. It was followed 
into the National Theatre, last 
night (Mon.) by “Janus” which had 
a big advance for its fortnight 
tryout. 

“Hatful of Rain” also did better 
en its holdover stanza. It also 
moved out for New York. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Vamp, National (MC) (3d wk) 
(1,677; $4.95) ‘(Carol Channing). 
Sock $40,700, with standing room 
sold for each night of the final 
week; headed for Broadway, with 
“Janus” taking over the house. 

Hatful of Rain, Shubert (D) (2d 
wk) (1,542; $3.85) ‘Shelley Winters, 
Ben Gazzara). Final week of the 
tryout built to a nice $19,500 on 
subscription. 


‘PAJAMA’ NIFTY $40,000 
ON’ST. LOO HOLDOVER 


St. Louis, Nov. 8. 

The touring “Pajama Game,” 
costarring Fran Warren, Larry 
Douglas and Buster West, grossed 
another smart $40,000 last week 
in a holdover at the American 
Theatre here, at $5.60 top. It con- 
tinues this week. 

“This Thing Called Love,” star- 
ring Magda Gabor, plays. the 
house next week at a $3.36 top. 
It’s billed as a tryout. 


‘Bus’ Hustles to 226, K.C., 


The Author’s Hometown 


; Kansas City, Nov. 8. 

‘Bus Stop,” as the second road 
legit of the local season, drew a 
strong $22,000 last week at the 
Victoria Theatre. The’ tourer 
played eight performances, open- 
ing Tuesday night (1), with mati- 
nees Wednesday (2), Thursday (3) 
and Saturday (5). 

Interest ran high on the engage- 


(14th wk) 
$36.600 
exits 











ment, as playwright William Inge } 


was formerly a newspaper 


man 
here, 





SCHEDULED N.Y. OPENINGS 
(Theatres indicated if set) 





Lark, Longacre (11-17). 
Janus, Plymouth (11-24). 
Pipe Dream, Shubert (11-30). 
Matchmaker, Royale (12-5). 
Fallen Angels (12-29). 
Great Sebastians (1-5). 
Tamburilaine the Great, B'way (1-19). 
Ponder Heart (wk. 1-23). 
Mister Johnson (wk. 2-6). 
Quiet Place (wk. 1-23). 
Hot Corner (1-24). 
Middie of Night, ANTA (2-8). 
Strip For Action (2-13). 
yY Lady Liza, Hellinger (wk. 3-10). 
Mr. Wonderful (3-16). 





OFF-BROADWAY 


Terrible Swift Sword, Phoenix (11-15). 
a copen’s Movth, Cherry Lane (11-16). 

ene hove of Don Juan, Rooftop (11-21). 

th © Seng, Circle in Square (12-1), 

ian Characters, Phoenix (12-1), 
arching Song, Phoenix (3-8) 


+ 





‘King’ Sinks to $24,000 


Baltimore, Nov. 8. 
Extra week extension of “King 


and I’ here to make up for the 
loss of three performances, due to 
the flood-delayed preem, was a 
| disappointment at Ford’s here last 
|}week. The R. & H. tuner grossed 
(a sluggish $24,000 for the extra 
;eight performances. The initial 
‘five performances pulled $26,000 
while the first full week’s gross 
; was $38,000. 

| No bookings are definite at the 
‘moment, though subscribers are 
‘due five more offerings. 


‘Janus $36,500, 
Match 276, Phila. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 8. 
Legit was boiling in Philly last 
week. With two tryouts headed by 
star lineups, business was _ brisk. 
The end of the music union-Shu- 


bert dispute has brought a rash of 
|musical bookings, headed by “King 
and I,” opening last night ‘Mon.) 
'to a huge advance and the straight- 
| play tryout “Great Sebastians,” 
with the Lunts also stirring ex- 
citement. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Janus, Forrest (C) (2d wk) 
($4.80; 1.760) ‘Margaret Sullavan, 
Robert Preston, Claude Dauphin). 
Around $36,500 on the hoidover 
semester; departed Saturday (5) to 
continue its tryout in Washington: 
“Great Sebastians” took over the 
house for a_ two-week tuneup 
stand. 

Matchmaker, Locust (C) (2d wk) 
($4.80; 1.580) (Ruth Gordon, Eileen 
Herlie, Eddie Mayehoff). Thornton 
Wilder romp getting favorable 
word-of-mouth and nearly $27,- 
000; continues this week; Loring 
i, replacing Mayehoff as male 
ead. 











British Shows 


LONDON 
(Figures denote opening dates) 


Bell, Beok, Candle, Phoenix (10-5-54), 

Boy Friend, Wyndham’s (12-1-53), 

Crazy Gang, Vic. Pal. (12-16-54). 

Dead on %, Westminster (8-24-55). 

Dry Rot, Whitehall (8-31-54). 

Follies Bergeres, Wales (4-9-55) 

Kettle & Moon, Duchess (9-1-55). 

King and |, Drury Lane (10-8-53). 

Kismet, Stoll (4-20-55). 

Komuso, Arts (11-8-55). 

Lucky Strike, Apollo (9-14-55). 

Mr. Pennypacker, New (5-18-55). 

Mousetrap, Ambas. (11-25-52). 

Mrs. Witlie, Globe (8-17-55). 

My 3 Anaels, Lyric (5-12-55). 

Pajama Game, Coliseum (10-13-55). 

Periphery, New Water (10-12-55). 

Plume de Tante, Garrick (11-3-55). 

Punch Revue, Duke (9-28-55). 

Queen & Rebels, Haymarket (10-26-55). 

Reluctant Deb, Cambridge (5-24-55). 

Repertory, Old Vie (9-7-55). 

Romance in Candlelight, Pic. (9-15-55). 

Sailor Beware, Strand (2-16-55). 

Salad Days, Vaudeville ‘8-5-54). 

Separate Tables, St. James’s (9-22-54). 

Shadow ef Doubt, Saville (7-7-55). 

Small Hotel, St Martin’s (10-12-55). 

Spider’s Web, Savoy (12-14-54) 

Talk of Town, Adelphi (11-17-54). 

Teahouse Aug. Moon, Her Maj. (4-22-54) 

Waiting for Godot, Criterion (8-3-55). 

Water Gypsies, Wint. Gard. (8-31-55). 

Whele Truth, Aldwych (10-11-55). 
SCHEDULED OPENINGS 

Summertime, Apollo (11-9-55). 

Strong Are Lenely, Piccadilly (11-15-55). 
Old Farm, New Watergate (11-16-55). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 
Burnt Fiower Bed, Arts (9-9-55). 
Sun of York, Royal Ct. (10-5-55). 








TOURING 
All for Mary 
Calt Girl 
Call of the Dodo 
Cail of the Flesh 
Can-Can 
Captain’s Lamp 
Changing Wind 
Count of Clerembard 
Dear Charlies 
First Night 
Floredora 
For Better For Worse 
Guys and Dollis 
Hamiet 
Hippo Dancing 
House of Shame 
intimate Relations 
Jazz Train 
Kinloch Players 
Ladies for Hire 
Lilac Time 
Love From Judy 
Moon is Bive 
Reluctant Heroes 
Stratford Memorial Theatre Ce. 
Tabitha 
Three Times a Day 
Too Young To Marry 
Wedding in Paris 
Women ef Twilight 


Equity Show 


(Nov. 16-20) 
All Summer Leng—Lenox 
house, N. Y¥, 





Hill Play 





Extra (3d) Week, Balto 


‘The Man’ Anemic $8,500 
On First Week, H’ wood 


; Hollywood, Nov. 8. 

' Huntington Hartford Theatre 
last week had one of the worst 
|Stanzas of its 15-month career. 
| Opening session of “The Man,” 
| starring Dorothy Gish, grossed a 
sour $8,500, about 30° eapacity 
for the 1.032-seater, 

Tally eked out a mild operating 
| profit for the show, but the three- 
week run stands little chance or 
recouping the production cost, 


Pipe 436 (7), Hub: 








Boston, Nov. 8. 





Bway Of Again, Twins’ $8,600 (3) 
‘Desk’ 306, Chalk’ 226, ‘Diary’ 27146, 
Francaise $42,500, ‘Bridge’ $27,800 


Biz on Broadway dropped again 
last week. Some of the newer 
entries are just managing to hang 
on, but most productions are still 
thriving, despite the recent b.o. 
dip. 

There was only one opening last 
week, “Heavenly Twins,” while the 
current frame has two preems, 
“Hatful of Rain” and “The Vamp.” 


Estimates for Last Week 


¢ ’ : | 
Lark 0K $71 2) 'There were no closings last week. | $11.500). 
9 | ; 200 


Helen Gallagher) (previous week, 
| $50,800). Last week, over $48,800. 
| Plain and Fancy, Winter Garden 
|(MC) (41st wk; 324; $6.90; 1,494: 
| $55,672) ‘(previous week, $48.900; 
| moved Monday (7) to the Hellin- 
|ger). Last week, nearly $42,400. 

Roomful of Roses, Playhouse ‘D) 
‘3d wk; 24; $5.75-$4.60; 994: $25.- 
| 500) (Patricia Neal) (previous week 





, 


Last week, almost $10,- 
Silk Stockings, Imperial (MC) 


; : ; Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | (37th wk; 292; $7.50; 1,427: $57.- 

Legit biz continued great last |CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue),| 800) ‘Hildegarde Neff, Don Am- 

| week in the Hub, with “Pipe | MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi-|eche) ‘(previous week. $54,300). 
Dream” the big winner on _ its|¢ql-Drama). O (Opera), OP (Op-| Last week, nearly, $50,500. 

;complete sellout of its four-week | -o¢1q). ; ‘ | Teahouse of th® August Moon, 

jstand. However, the musical got| O;por parenthetic designations | Beck ‘(C) (108th wk; 969; $6.22- 


|only fairish notices. “The Lark,” | 
{with rave reviews, did nicely, but | 
leas t Year Iteh” got only mod- 
| 





erate trade. 


Next Monday (14) brings two} 


maker” at the Colonial for two|5°%o City tax, but grosses are net: |(D) (5th wk; 40: $5.75: 


refer, respectively, to weeks played, 
number of performances through 


last Saturday, top prices, number | 


of seats, capacity gross and stars. 


i.e.. exclusive of tax. 


‘entries, the pre-Broadway “Match-| Price includes 10° Federal and 


weeks and “Tea and Sympathy” at | 


the Plymouth, also for a fortnight. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Pipe Dream. Shubert (1st wk) 

($6.60; 1,717) (Helen Traubel, Wil- 


liam Johnson). New Rodgers- 
Hammerstein musical, based on 
John Steinbeck’s novel, “Sweet 


Thursday,” opened Tuesday night 
(1) and got a standees-only $43,000 
for its first seven nerformances; 
stays through Nov. 26, then heads 
for Broadway. 

Lark, Plymouth (1st wk) ($4.40; 
1,200) ‘Julie Harris). Grossed over 
$21.200 for the first full week; got 
$7,800 the previous week in three 
performances; exits Saturday (12). 
for New York. 

Seven Year Itch, Colonial (1,590) 
(Eddie Bracken). Pulled a so-so 
$12,000; holds over this week. 


‘PLAIN’ HEFTY $40,000, 
‘TRAP’ FAIR $16,090, S-F. 


San Franciseo, Nov. 8. 

“Plain and Faney” continued its 
good pace in its fourth frame at 
the Curran last week. Second 
stanza of “Tender Trap” at the 
Aleazar showed improvement. 

“Anniversary Waltz” is due Nov. 
21 at the Alcazar. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Plain and Faney, Curran (4th 
wk) ($4.90; 1,752) ‘Alexis Smith, 
Craig Stevens). Good $40,000; 
exits Nov. 19. 

Tender Trap, Alcazar (2d wk) 
($3.85; 1,477) (Russell Nype, K. T. 
Stevens, Lloyd Bridges, Janet | 
Riley). Improved to $16,000. 








Boy Friend, Royale (MC) (58th | week. $32,600; 
$38.200) | the 
closes | $31.800. 


wk; 459; $6.90; 1,050; 
(previous week, $27.400; 
Nov. 26 to tour). Last week, nearly 
$24,400. 

Bus Stop, Music Box (CD) (36th 
wk: 286; $5.75-$4.60; 1,010; $27,- 
811) (previous week, $26,800). Last 
week, almost $24,800. 

Cat on a Hot Tin Koof, Morosco 
(D) (33d wk; 260; $6.90-$5.75; 946; 
$31,000) (Barbara Bel Geddes, Bur} 
Ives) (previous week, over capacity 
at almost $31,600). Last week, 
same. 

Chalk Garden, Barrymore (CD) 
(2d wk; 13; $5.75-$4.60; 1,077; $27.- 
811) ‘Gladys Cooper, Siobhan Me- 
Kenna). (Previous week, $16,800 for 
first five performances and one 
preview). Last week, just under 
$22,000. 

Comedie Francaise, Broadway 
(C) (2d wk; 16; $6; 1,900; $50,000) 
(previous week, $42,000 for first 
eight performances) of “Le Bour- 
geois Gentilhomme’’). Last week 
almost $42,500; second bill, combin- 
ation of “Barber of Seville” and 
“Arelequin Par L’Amour,” opened 
last night (Tues.); final offering, 
dual-bill of ‘“‘Le jeu de L’Amour et 
du Hasard” and “Un Caprice,” 
opens Nov. 15 and plays through 


| $4.60; 1,214; $33,608) (Eli Wallach, 
| John Beal) (previous week. $32. 
100; Terence Kilburn replaces Wal- 
|lach for six-eight weeks beginning 
| Nov, 21). Last week, Just $31,100. 
| ‘Tiger at the Gates, Plymouth 
1,062; $34,- 
, 900) (Michael Redgrave) (previous 
moves Novy. 21 to 
Fulton), Last week, almost 
| View From the Bridge, Coronet 
'(D) (6th wk; 44; $6.90-$5.75-$4.60; 
998; $30,000) (Van Heflin) (previ- 
ous week. $28,300). Last week, 
over $27,800, with theatre party 
!commissions cutting into take. 

Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter, 








Belasco (C) (4th wk; 28; $5.75; 
1.073: $31,582) (previous week, 
$27,200). Last week, almost $25,- 
700. 

Witness for the Prosecution, 
Miller (D) (47th wk; 372: $5.75- 
$4.60; 946; $23,248) ‘previous 


week. $23,600). 
$23 200. 

Young and Beautiful, Longacre 
(D) (Sth wk: 41; $6.90-$5.75-$4.60; 
1.101; $28,300) ‘previous week, 
$13,500; moved Monday (7) to the 
ANTA Playhouse). Last week, 
over $8.500. 

Opening This Weck 

Hatful of Rain, Lyceum 
$5.75-$4.60; 995; $23,339) 
Winters, Ben Gazzara). Play by 
Michael V. Gazzo, presented by 
Jay Julien; production financed at 
$55,000, cost about $30,000 to bring 
in. ineluding an approximate 
$4,000 tryout profit, but excluding 


Last week, over 


(D) 
(Shelley 


Nov. 20. bonds; can break even at an 
Damn Yankees, 46th St. ‘MC)/ estimated $14,000 gross; opens 

(27th wk; 212; $8.05-$7.50; 1.297; | tonight (Wed.). 

$50,573) (Gwen Verdon) ‘(previous Vamp, Winter Garden (MC) 

week, over capacity $50,800) Last | ($7.50; 1,494; $60,000) ‘Carol 

week, same. Channing). Musical with book by 


Deadfall, Holiday (D) (2d wk; 12; 
$5.75; $4.60; 834; $28,000) (Joanne 
Dru, John Ireland) ‘previous week, 
$15,000 for first four performances 
and two previews). Last week, near- 
ly $11,100; closes next Saturday 
(12). 





‘Anastasia’ Nice $20,100 | 
On Sprint Finish, Pitt 


| 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 8. | 

Heavy matinee trade, plus a) 
strong finish, gave “Anastasia” a| 
healthy $20,100 last week at the | 
1,700-seat Nixon, at a $4.20 top, on | 
subscription. Show got enthusi- | 
astic notices and excellent word- | 
of-mouth. 
“Teahouse of the August Moon,” | 
starring Larry Parks, opened a 
three-week stand last night (Mon.) | 
to an excellent advance sale of al-| 
most $40,000. 


' 


| 
Parks-‘Teahouse’ $34,100 | 
In Week’s Stand, Dayton 


Dayton, Nov. 8. 

The Larry Parks edition of “Tea- | 
house of the August Moon” had; 
another hefty frame last week, | 
pulling in almost $34,100 in eight | 
performances at the Victory here. | 
The production is current at the | 
Nixon, Pittsburgh. { 








‘Kismet’ $32,500, Cleve. 


Cleveland, Nov. 8. | 

The touring “Kismet” grossed a/| 
healthy $32,500 last week, at a} 
$4.95 top, at the Hanna here, The | 
current holdover stanza is expected 
to reach $40,000. 
Musical, headed by Earle Mc-| 
Veigh, drew favorable reviews | 
from the local critics. 





? 
Ira Levin, who adapted “No, 
Time for Sergeants,” vacationing | 
for two weeks at Nassau, B.W.IL. | 
Charles R. Meeker Jr., managing | 
director of the State Fair Audi- 
torium, Dallas, in N. ¥. until next 
Wednesday (9). 
Legit designer Stewart Chaney | 
jand Mrs. Doris Ramsey will co- | 
produce Jay J. Gluch’s “Cap 
i Victory.” 





Desk Set, Broadhurst (C) (2d wk; 
16; $5.75-$4.60; 1,182; $31,500) 
(‘Shirley Booth) (previous week, 
$30,900 for first eight perform- 
ances). Last week, over $30,000, 
with theatre party commissions 
cutting into the take. 

Diary of Anne Frank, Cort ‘D) 
(5th wk; 37; $5.75-$4.60; 1,066: 


$27,580) (Joseph Schildkraut) (‘pre- | 


vious week, $27,800). Last week, 
over $27,500. 


D’Oyly Carte, Shubert (OP) (6th | 


wk 47; $5.75; 1,453; $42,000) ‘pre- 
vious week, $32,500 for “Pirates 
of Penzance”. Last week, about 


$32.000.for “Yeomen of the Guard’; | 


current week, “Princess Ida;” en- 
gagement ends Nov. 26. 


Fanny, Majestic (MD) (53d wk; 


'420; $7.50; 1,655, $62,968) ‘Ezio 
Pinza, Walter Slezak) (‘previous 
week, $62,200). Last week, over 


$56,200, with Nicola Moscana still 
subbing for Pinza, who's out ill. 

Heavenly Twins, Booth (C) (Ist 
wk: 3: $5.75-$5.20; 766; $22,000) 
(Jean Pierre Aumont, Faye Emer- 
son). Opened last Friday (4) to 
unanimous pans (Atkinson, Times; 
Chapman, News; Coleman, Mirror; 
Hawkins, World-Telegram: Kerr, 
Herald Tribune; McClain, Journal- 
American: Watts, Post); nearly 
$8,600 for first three performances. 

Inherit the Wind, National 
(27th wk: 213; $5.75-$4.60; 1.162; 
$31.300) ‘(Mevyn Dougas) ‘previous 
week, $29,800). Last week, almost 
$29,200. 

Joyce Grenfell Requests 
Pleasure. Bijou (R) (4th wk; 32; 
$5.75; 588; $18,660) (previous week, 
$14,100). Last week, almost $12, 
900, with take again reduced by 
subscription. 

No Time for Sergeants, Alvin (C) 
(3d wk; 20; $5.75-4.60; 1,331; $38,- 
500) ‘previous week, $37,900). Last 
week, over capacity again, topped 


$37,900, with theatre party com- 
missions cutting into take. 
Pajama Game, St. James (MC) 


of | (78th wk; 620; $6.90; 1,615; $52.-!ing Baxter, 
4118) (John Raitt, Eddie Foy, Jr.,i record here last January. 


(D) | 


the | 


John Latouche and Sam _ Locke, 
lyrics by Latouche, music by James 
Mundy. presented By Oscar Ler- 
man, Martin Cohen and Alexander 
Carson; production financed at 
| $300,000, including 20%) overcall, 
i}cost around $315,000 to bring in, 
| including an approximate $40,000 
tryout loss, can break even at an 
| estimated $40,000; opens tomorrow 
night ‘Thurs.). 








OFF-BROADWAY 
‘Figures denote opening dates) 
Cherry Orchard, 4th St. (10-18). 
Highway Robbery, Pres. (11-7). 
La Ronde, Circle in Square (2- 

27-55): closes next Nov. 27. 
Macbeth, Jan Hus Aud (10-19), 
Out of This World, Actor’s Play- 

| house +10-12-55). 

| Song of Sorrow, Blackfriars (‘10- 

| 24). 

Threepenny Opera, 

| 20). 


LUNTS SRO 17G FOR 4, 
"IN WILMINGTON HOPOFF 


Wilmington, Nov. 8. 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
|} knocked off a smash $17,000 in 
'“The Great Sebastians” in four 
performances last Thursday-Satur- 
|day (3-5) at the 1,223-seat Play- 
| house at $4.80 top. There were 
istandees at every performance, 
‘even at the Saturday matinee, 
which is unusual here. 

| Next booking for the house is 
| Nancy Kelly in “Bad Seed,” open- 
jing Dee. 1, also for four perform- 
lances, it’s the third subscription 
,play of the season. 


‘Tea’ Lukewarm $12,700 
On Repeat in Toronto 


Toronto, Nov. 8. 

| George Brandt's touring edition 
of “Tea and Sympathy,” costarring 
|Maria Riva and Alan Baxter 
| grossed a disappointing $12,700 at 
the 1,525-seat Royal Alexandra 
Theatre last week, at a $3.50 top. 

Playwrights’ Co. production, 
starring Deborah Kerr and featur- 
set a $35,549 house 





de Lys (9- 











58 LEGITIMATE 


ARIETY 





Wednesday, November 9, 19535 





Show On 


The Heavenly Twins 


Theatre Guild production of farce in 
two acts (four scenes), adapted from Al- 
bert Husson’s “‘Les Paves du Ciel.” Stars 
Jean Pierre Aumont, Faye Emerson; fea- 
tures Gaby Rodgers, Marcel Hillaire, Drew 
Thompson, Earl Montgomery, Lucille Pat- 
ton. Staged by Cyril Ritchard; setting and 
panting, Eldon Elder; costumes, Helene 

ons. At Booth, N.Y., Nev. 4. °55; $5.20 
top weeknights ($5.75 Friday-Saturday 
nights; $8.03 opening). 


Lucile Miremont ...........Faye Emerson 


Henri, Pierre ...... Jean Pierre Aumont 
Police Inspector........ Earl Montgomery 
Cee BEAM os icc tesceeesiss Marcel Hillaire 
OS eae Lucille Patton 
Philippe Ploquin ....... Drew Thompson 


ee ee | 


Nicole Belcourt Gaby Rodgers 

Authors can be awfully incon- 
siderate. The drama critic-col- 
umnist of a newspaper chain had 
a genuine grievance on that score 
last week. 

The critic, whose wife had 
cravenly deserted him for the oc- 
casion, was snoozing gently in his 
aisle seat. He was snoring just a 
little, and since there was no one 
to give him an elb nudge, near- 
by first-nighters smiled indulgent- 
ly, or perhaps a trifle enviously. 

But, alas for callous authors, the 
happiest dreams must end. Sud- 
denly the play’s heroine shot her 
suitor—three loud blank _ shots. 
The critic awoke with a jump. 
back inthe depressing reality of 
“The Heavenly Twins.” 

To a restless stay-awake, this 
initial Theatre Guild production 
of the season has the questionable 
distinction of being one of the un- 


funniest French farces of memory | 


—and few things are quite as un- 
funny as an unfunny French farce. 


No wonder Louis Kronenberger, | 
Time mag drama critic, had his 


name removed as adaptor, and no} 
one else was rash enough to take | 
The program leaves the | 


the rap. 


adaptation officially and merci- 


fully anonymous. 
Although “Heavenly Twins” did | 


hefiy business during its tryout 


tour on subscription, it must hind 


been on the name draw of costars 
Jean Pierre Aumont and Faye. 
Emerson, for the show received | 
enerally poor notices and can} 
ardly have had more than glum | 
word-of-mouth. In New York, | 
there may be modest returns on | 
the marquee billing, but otherwise | 
the show will be limited to sub-| 
scription. 

Strictly for the record, then, 
list ‘Heavenly Twins” as a minor | 
antic about a Parisian wife who 
shoots her philandering husband, 
only to find that he’s substituted 
blanks for bullets. Reloading with 
real ammunition, she apparently 
bullseyes on the second try. 

After winning acquittal, she 
attempts a bit of dalliance with 
her late spouse’s _ illegitimate 

rown son (apparently she just 
ikes his type), but is frustrated 
and, in a pique, gets engaged to 


her lawyer. When he turns out to) never did go on, however, 


be something of a blank cartridge, 
she shoots him, too. Then she 
awakes (as the dozing critic did) to 
discover it’s been only a dream. 
Aumont is acceptable in the 
dual role of the gallivanting hus- 
band (for which he grays-up his 
hair, sticks on a mustache and 


| 


Broadway | 


wears a sort of floor-walker out- 
fit) and the ditto son. Miss Emer- 
son is handsome and _ palpably 
courageous as the amorous, re- 
volver-happy Parisienne, but has 
only a-kind of hearty college-try 
substitute for the specialized tech- 
nique of farce playing. 

Gaby Rodgers, a minor tele- 
vision name making her Broadway 
debut as the son’s realistic wife, is 
a slim and _ personable’ blonde 
with a clean, persuasive style of 
playing. She should be a bet for 
pictures and well as legit, although 
it remains to be seen whether she 
has the stature for stage leads. 


Drew Thompson {is-amusing as 
the rather prissy lawyer, Lucille 





Patton is believable as a snoopy | 


iFrench maid, Marcel Hillaire is 
| briefly diverting as the escort of 
|departing souls and Earl Mont- 
gomery is passable as a skeptical 
police official. , 
Cyril Ritchard is billed as direc- 
tor, but reportedly withdrew dur- 
ing the pre-Broadway tour, with 
| Windsor Lewis taking over the 
staging, without program credit. 
Allowing for the progressively 
hectic revisions out of town, prob- 
ably no one is to be blamed for 
the disjointed nature of the per- 
formance. In any case, Eldon Elder 
designed the opulent Parisian sit- 
ting room. setting and Helene 
Pons provided the costumes, in- 
cluding an array of suitably re- 
veaiing gowns for Miss Emerson. 
| There’s no occasion for anyone 
ito be upset over “Heavenly Twins.” 
The theatre, including its most 
‘eminent practitioners, periodically | 
| has such lapses and recovers with- 





Schier to Philly News 
As Amusements Editor. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 8. 


Ernie Schier, former Washington 
|Times-Herald drama critic, has 
'taken over as amusements editor 
‘of the revamped Daily News here. 

He'll also backstop columnist 
Jerry Gaghan as legit reviewer. 
Gaghan is also a VARIETY corre- 
.spondent in Philly. 


Sales Execs and Admen, 
Vets of Radio-IV Wars, 
Now Grappling Stage 


Lansing, Mich., Nov. 8. 
Having more or less survived the 














Shows Abroad 








La Plume de ma Tanie 
London, Nov. 4. 


Jack Hylton production of a revue in 
two acts (28 scenes). Staged by Alec 
Shanks; choreography, Collette Brosset; 
music, Gerard Calvi; English lyzics, Ross 
Parker. At Garrick, London, Nov. 3, °55; 
$2.50 top. 

Cast: Robert Dhery, Jacques Legras, 
Colette Brosset, Christian Duvaleix, Nicole 
Parent, Pierra Olaf, Laurence Soupault, 
Frank Daubray, Roger Caccia, Michael 
Kent, Pamela Austin, Ross Parker, Henri 
Pennec, Garrick Kockettes (8). 


This importation from Paris is a 
lot of fun. It is mainly bright and 
amusing without attempting sophis- 
tication, although some of the 
sketches tend to peter out. As a 
lightweight diversion, however, it 
should hold up for a run. 














| rigors of radio and television, the 
|ad agency fraternity is now trying 
| to hang onto the tail of a new bear 
—industrial stage shows. Maybe 
the frantic purveyors of space and 
time won't survive, but legit is 
getting a new dimension. 

For example, Broadway may 
have seen better (and worse) and 
possibly bigger shows than “Merry 
Oh-h-h,” but Oldsmobile execs 
would never admit it. Nor, it’s 
likely, would the moderate-size 
army of Olds officials, sales reps 
and assorted company personnel 
that has seen the lavish production 
at the Ziegfeld Theatre, N. Y.; the 
Opera House, Chicago, as well as 
in San Francisco, Ft. Worth, and 
for the last two weeks the Civic Au- 
ditorium in this Oldsmobile home- 
town. 


“Merry Oh-h-h” is typical, only 




















;out serious harm. Even that 
rudely awaken critic is probably | 
‘feeling reasonably chipper by 
| now. Hobe. | 
‘B d’ ( ‘H ’) 
ed (nee ‘hut 
————= Continued from pase 5 = 


full engagement here. He was also 
informed that “Hut” was being re- 
titled ““the Bamboo Bed,” presum- 
ably as a sexy biz-hypo. Both 
changes involved ad-publicity re- 
visions, of course. 
Elusive Diana 

When “Bamboo Bed” arrived 
at the Auditorium, Miss Barrymore 
was not ready to give a perform- 
ance, so understudy Marie Corbett 
continued as_ substitute femme 
lead, which she’d assumed when 
Miss Lake withdrew. Miss Barry- 
more was around the théatre, re- 
portediy rehearsing and giving as- 
surances from day to day that 
she’d be ready to play the show 
“tomorrow.” With business little 
better than nil, the twofer star 


She was said to have checked 
out of her hotel Friday (4) to fly 
to New York, while other reports 
were that she did not actually take 
the plane, but remained in Roches- 
ter in seclusion. The Auditorium 
management made no effort to 
check either story, so the actress’ 

















FAIRFAX 
BURGHER 


9th Month 


in 
“THE KING AND |” 


Currently 
SHUBERT, Philadelphia 


|whereaboutgs are not definitely 
| known, 

Miss Corbett finished the week 
/as femme lead, playing the regu- 
'larly scheduled four performances 
, Friday-Saturday |. (4-5). She was 
credited with a satisfactory per- 
| formance under unusually trying 
circumstances, but naturally failed 
| to draw at the boxoffice. The Audi- 
_torium management held up the 
| week's receipts to be sure of get- 
ting its guarantee, and then 
turned over the nominal balance 
_to producer Blaney. 

| The gross for the stand 
around $5,000, 


was 
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‘SO YOU WANT TOBE. 
A PLAYWRIGHT 


| | 
| Exposes humorous goings-on in | 
| rehearsal of "PRIVATE AFFAIRS". | 
| By B. SCHEYER 
_ "Charming and entertaining’— | 
} MGM Producer | 

Realistic’ — 
Los Angeles Herald-Express | 

“Sprightly"— 
| VARIETY 


$3 EXPOSITION PRESS, INC. 


386 Fourth Ave. New York 16 


| Legit Showcase 


{ 
| — Continued from page 55 





crashing the Fort Knox ranks with 
|“Seven Year Itch.” 
| For actors, directors, choreogra- 
| phers and designers, too, Broadway 
_ can be the open-sesame to the 
higher-paying branches of show 
|, biz and the promised -+tand of in- 
gome tax problems. It’s long been 
| So for performers, the principal 
change in recent years being the 
current Hollywood practice of hav- 


| 
| 
| 
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THE OWEN M. HOLMES 


COURT SQUARE 
THEATRE 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 


Now available for ail types of live 

shows. Brochure sent upon 

For information contact: m nee 
WALLY J. BEACH, Mgr. 





ing relatively few players under 
term contract. That is apt to mean 
less “security” in pictures, but 
more freedom for freelance (in- 
cluding legit) assignments. 


Much the same goes for Stagers, 
dance directors, designers, etc., 
with the emphasis on specific as- 


perhaps a degree more so, %f the 
motor company ventures into legit 
production as a sales hypo. It has 
been produced by established stage 
craftsmen from Broadway, on a 
budget comparable to that of a ma- 
jor legit musical. Oldsmobile ex- 
pects to recover the investinent, 
and then some, in boosted car 
sales, of course. 


The new Olds show was de- 
signed by William and Jean Eck- 
art, with costumes by Alvin Colt, 
and staging by Max Hodge. Peter 
Gennaro directed the dances, Don 
Craig supplied choral arrange- 
ments John Lesko the dance ar- 
rangements, Sherman Frank the 
musical direction, 


The book. with scenes localed in 
such familiar spots as Sardi’s res- 
taurant, N. Y., and Palm Springs, 
involves a couple of Broadway pro- 
ducers under the thinly disguised 
names of Roberts & Valentine, and 
picks them up on the closing night 
of their longrun musical, ‘“Ari- 
zona.”’ To no one’s surprise, the 
yarn frequently involves Oldsmo- 
bile, and various of the songs have 
suitable topical application. 





Touring Shows 


(Nov. 7-20) 


Anastasia (Eugenie Leontovich, Dolly 
Haas, John Emery)—Royal Alexapdra, 
Toronto (7-12); Hanna, Cleve. (14-19). 

Anniversary Waltz—Harris, Chi (7-19). 

Bus Stop (2d Co.)—-Lyceum, Mpls. (7-12); 
Pabst, Milw’kee (1419). 

Can-Can—Shubert, Chi (7-12); Hartman, 
Columbus (14-19), 

Canadian Players—Coolidge Aud., Wash. 
(7); Shippensburg (Pa.) College (8); Duke 
U., Durham, N.C. (10); 
Aud., Harrisonburg. Va. (11); Virginia 
Theatre, Wheeling, W. Va. (13); Marshall 
College Aud., Huntington, W. Va. (14-15); 
U. of Kentucky Aud., Lexington (16); Taft 
Aud., Cincy (17); Akron (O.) U. Aud. (18). 

Great Sebastians (tryout) (Alfred Lunt, 
Lynn Fontanne)—Forrest. Philly (7-19) 
{Reviewed in VARIETY this week). 

Janus (tryout) (Margaret Sullavan, Rob- 
ert Preston, Claude Dauphin)—National, 
} Aa HR ana (Reviewed in VARIETY, Oct. 

5, °55) 

King and 1 (Patricia Morison)—Shubert, 
Philly (7-19). 

(17-12); 


Kismet—-Hanna, Murat, 
Lark (tryout) (Julie Harris)\—Plymouth, 


Cleve, 
Indpls. (14-19). 


Boston (7-12) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
Nov. 2, °55). 
Matchmaker (tryout) (Ruth Gordon, 


Eileen Herlie, Eddie Mayehoff)—Locust, 
Philly (7-12); Colonial, Boston (14-19) (Re- 
viewed in VARIETY, Nov. 2, °55). 

Pajama Game (2d Co.). (Fran Warren, 
Larry Douglas, Buster West)—American, 
St. L. (7-12); Shubert, Chi (16-19). 

Pipe Dream (tryout) (Helen Traubel, 
William Johnson)—Shubert, Boston (7-19) 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Oct. 26, ’55). 

; Plain and Fancy (2d Co.) (Alexis Smith, 
Craig Stevens)—Curran, S.F. (7-19). 

Ruth Draper—Royal Alexandra, Toronte 


(14-19), 
Seven Vear Itch (Eddie Bracken)— 
Colonial, Boston (7-12); Her Majesty's, 


Montreal (14-19). 
Solid Gold Cadillac—Blackstone, Chi 
-19), 


Tea and Sympathy (Maria Riva, 
Baxter)--Aud., Rochester (7-9); 
New Haven (10-12); Plymouth, 
(14-19), 

Teahouse of the August Moon (2d Co.) 
(Burgess Meredith, Scott McKay)—Erlan- 
ger, Chi (7-19). 

Teahouse of the August Moon (3d Co.) 
(Larry Parks)—Nixon, Pitt (7-19). 

This Thing Called Love (Magda Gabor) 

Erlanger, Buffalo (10-12); American, St. 
I. (14-19), 

Top Man (tryout) (Polly 
Meeker)—Shubert, N.H. (16-1 

Two’s Company (Edith Atwater-Albert 


(7 


Alan 
Shubert, 
Boston 


Bergen, Ralph 
-19), 





signments in pictures. For anyone 
making an impression on Broad- 
way (it doesn’t have to be a major 
hit), there’s generally ample op- 








portunity in television, 





Dekker)—-College Aud., Ruston, La. (7); 
Rooney Plaza Hotel, Miami Beach (9); 
Wausau (Wis.) H. S. Aud. (13): Appleton 


(Wis. H. S. (14); Manitowoc (Wis.) H. S. 
Aud. (15); Fortnightly Club, Chi (16); 
Bardwell School Aud., Aurora. Il. (17); 


Madison College } 


In most respects the Robert 
Dhery troupe can be likened to 
Britain’s Crazy Gang. They have 
an inspired sense of the ridiculous, 
with happy knack of transforming 
a sketch or dance sequence into a 
very funny item by introducing a 
flagrant bit of nonsense. A running 
gag with an exploding guitar is 
less successful and presently be- 
comes monotonous. 


The French company, supple- 
mented by British performers, in- 
cludes a galaxy of talented per- 
formers headed by Dhery, who also 
proves to be a gifted emcee. All 
the dialog has been translated into 
English, but most of the sketches 
are mimed, and at this the com- 
pany excels. Their gestures are 
usually far “more effective and 
lJaugh-provoking than the spoken 
word, 

Principal femme credit goes to 
Colette Brosset, an impish comedi- 
enne, equally riotous as a femme 
fatale or as the Queen of the 
Striptease. Dhery himself domi- 
nates a number of sketches, not- 
ably as a victim trapped in a 
French-style public convenience 
and as the maestro of a chamber 
music recital. In both the emphasis 
is on the ridiculous. 


Other valuable members of the 
team are Jacques Legras, Christian 
Duvaleix, Roger Caccia, Pierre 
Olaf, Laurence Soupault and Nicole 
Parent. Latter do contribute some 
standout dancing. 


Entire show is smoothly staged 
by Alec Shanks and the gay decor, 
for which a number of French de- 
Signers get the credit, is a bright 
feature. Myro. 


The Call of the Dodo 
Glasgow, Oct. 27. 


Geoffrey Hastings production of comedy 
in three acts, by Kay Bannerman and 
Harold Brooke. Stars Nora Swinburne, 
Henry Kendall. Michael Shepley. Staged 
by Hubert Gregg; scenery, Michael 
bg At Theatre Royal, Glasgow, Oct. 
Tom Williams Anthony Kenway 


ee eee esos 


IS eS | Ee ae Andree Melly 
Geoffrey Martin ........ Michae! Shepley 
Adelaide Lovell ........ Nora Swinburne 


oy NS ae. 


Jerry Stovin 
Julian Lassiter 


Henry Kendall 





New comedy by Kay Bannerman 
and Harold Brooke, co-authors of 
the successful “All For Mary,” 
shapes as a frolicsome trifle. It is 
happily acted by a competent cast. 


Central figure is a novelist-wid- 
ow living in a cottage mews in 
London. Under a male pseudonym 
she has written a best-selling book 
about a pseudo-authentic journey 
to Tibet on a yak. Complications 
set in when a go-getting young 
American turns up seeking the au- 
thor, having himself made such a 
journey. 

Play has amusing lines and situ- 
ations, and Michael Weight’s well- 
lit set of a cottage mews interior 
is helpful. Nora Swinburne plays 
with delightful ease as the roman- 
tically-minded novelist coping sev- 
eral suitors. Henry Kendall is 
suitably pompous es the returned 
lover, and Michael Shepley con- 
tributes a rich study of a bumbling 
literary agent. 

Canadian actor Jerry Stovin 
makes as credible as possible the 
role of the forthright American 
seeking the phoney yak-rider, and 
the young lovers are played pleas- 
antly by Antony Kenway and 
Andree Melly, the latter a spirited 
actress of promise. 


A catchy tune, “The Call of the 
Dodo,” written by Hubert Gregg 
and recorded by himself with Har- 
old Smart’s organ accompaniment, 
prefaces each of the three acts to 
set the atmosphere of the comedy. 
Hubert Gregg’s direction is brisk. 

Gord. 





Maurice Evans has been signed 
to star in a revival of Shaw’s 
“Apple Cart,” to be produced on 
Broadway next season by Charles 
Adams and Joseph Neebe. The 


comedy was done by the Theatre 
Guild in 1930, with Tom Powers 
and Claude Rains, and Noel Cow- 
ard appeared in a successful re- 
vival last season in London. British 





Student Govt. U. of Chi (8; Eau Claire 
(Wis) H. S. Aud. (20), 





director Noel Willman will stage 
the new edition, 








——— creme 


Legit Bits 

Gena Rowlands and Lee Phi 
are understood set for the oon se 
pal featured roles in “Middle of 
the Night,” the Paddy Chayefsky 
play being produced-directed by 
Joshua Logan, with Edward G. 
Robinson as star. Walter Fried wil] 
be general manager. 

Jack Del Bondio will be genera] 
manager for the upcoming Broad- 
way production of “Hot Corner,” 
with George Ross pressagenting 
and Oliver Crawford assisting di- 
rector Sam Levene, who'll also 
star in the play. 

Josh Greenfeld and Hilda Polak 
have announced plans to produce 
“Clandestine. on the Morning 
Line,” by John Franklin Baker. 

Michael Redgrave will conduct 
classes in the eighth-week Shake- 
speare course of the professional 
training program of the American 
Theatre Wing, beginning next 
Monday (14). Romney Brent and 
Fanny Bradshaw also have classes, 

Warren O’Hara back at his man- 
agerial duties in a wheelchair at 
the Alvin Theatre, N. Y. He sus- 
tained a compound fracture of his 
ankle recently at his home in Red 
Bank, N. J.” 

The Provincetown Repertory be- 
gins its 16th season at the off- 
Broadway Provincetown Playhouse, 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Four matinee performances only 
will be given of “Two Gentlemen 
From Verona” by the Shakespear- 
ean Theatre Workshop, N. Y., be- 
ginning next Monday (14). 

Valerie Bettis will sub for Lotte 
Lenya in the off-Broadway Theatre 
de Lys production of “Threepenny 
Opera” for three weeks beginning 
next Tuesday (15). 

Katharine Cornell, released last 
week from Deaconess Hospital, 
Boston, is convalescing at her 
home at Sneden’s Landing, N. Y., 
from the lung surgery. 

Michael Brown and_ Bernie 
Wayne will do the lyrics and music 
for the Eddie Davis-Howard Liss 
musical, “Dis Mus be der Blaze,” 
to be produced by George Wiener. 

The Annual Cocktail Revue for 
the benefit of the Equity Library 
Theatre will be given Dec. 11 at 
the Belmont Plaza Hotel, N. Y. 

Barbara Baxley will succeed the 
ailing Kim Stanley in the original 
Broadway company of “Bus Stop.” 
Until she is up in the part, under- 
study Norma Crane is playing it. 

Rodgers & Hammerstein are 
adding another song for Helen 
Traubel during the current tryout 
tour of “Pipe Dream.” 

Jerome Chodorov has assigned 
his share of the film rights of 
“Anniversary Waltz” to Joseph 
Fields, who co-authored the com- 
edy with him. The deal was an- 
nounced yesterday (Tues.) by 
Fields’ agent, Charles Abramson, 


PERSONABLE 


DEMONSTRATORS 
FOR BRAND NAME 
ELECTRIC SHAVER 


Nationally known manufccturer 
seeks top calibre salesmen-demon- 
strators to conduct demonstrations 
and sell at retail in leading retail 
jewelry and department stores for 
Xmes season. Salary plus incen- 
tive. Telephone New Jersey, 
MArket 2-8387 for interview. 


Se? — 


American Tueatre Wine 
TRAINING FOR SHAKESPEARE 
under ian 
distinguished instructors 
MICHAEL REDGRAVE 
ROMNEY BRENT - FANNY BRADSHAW 
and other courses 
START WEEK OF NOV. 14 
NOW REGISTERING 
351 West 48th Street 
COiumbus 5-6638 _ 









































Hotel Lobby t f t 
lable To 
Space Available — i ATRE 
Ry Ry oy TICKET 


8 Mr, Funk, 

wate ditty | AGENCY 

157 W. 47th 8t. or related 
Ci 5-6090 business 














ATT. MALE AND FEMALE 
SINGERS, ACTORS & ACTRESSES 


You can use your spare or open time as field 
manager's assistant of National Vets Publiea- 
tion, Veteran background helpful but net 
necessary; $1 hr, minimum guarantee while 
training. See Mr. Mosher, Publishers Verified 
Svce., 5 Beekman 8t., New York (bet, 9-10 
AM and {-2 PM. BA 7-915). 
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Shaw Chorale Set for Biggest O'seas 
Trek in 10-Week Tour for State Dept 


Robert Shaw Chorale & Orch of + 
50 has been set for a 10-week trek 
through Europe next spring, in 
the biggest European tour of any 
large U. S. attraction. Group, mak- | 
ing its first overseas trip, wil) open 
in Egypt in mid-March, and visit 
Syria, Lebanon, Greece, Yugosla- 
via, Italy, France, Spain, Portugal, 
Austria, Germany, Low Countries, 
Scandinavia and England, winding 
in Iceland. Troupe, comprising 32 
singers, 16 musicians, Shaw 





Svetlova Set for Dutch, 
Swedish Ballet Guesters 


U.S. ballerina Marina Svetlova, 
who recently completed a fall tour 


company, the Cosmopolitan Ballet, 
will appear in the title role of 
“Giseile” with the Netherlands 
Ballet in Holland Nov. 22. Anton 
Dolin will be her partner. 

On Dec. 18, Mule. Svetiova will 
dance the lead in “Swan Lake” 
with the Royal Swedish Ballet in 
Stockhoim. 


Callas to Open ‘56 
Metop With ‘Lucia’ 


Maria Callas, temperamental top 
star of Milan’s La Scala, has not 
only signed with the Met Opera for 
56-57 but will open next year’s 
season, in “Lucia.” 


and 
his manager, will also include 10 
U. S. Army appearances in its trek. 
Tour is being handled person- 
ally by Frederick C. Schang, prez 
of Columbia Artists Mgt., in con- 
junction with Shaw’s personal rep, 
Walter Gould. Group is playing 
mostly on shares but has quite a 
few guarantees. The $200,000 tour 
is being sponsored by the U. S. 
State Dept.’s International Ex- 
change Program, of which Robert | 
C. Schniizer is general director, 
with the IEP furnishing most of 

the budget, or well over $100,060. 
Soprano, who -reputedly 


leans Orch In 

N. Orieans Orch In 
e gets 
2006 Latino Tour "22" 3.2235 


'Chi Lyric Theatre for $2,000-plus 

New Orleans, Nov. 8. ; per performance, will get a figure 

The New Orleans Philharmonic /reported at over $1,500 from the 
will make its first tour outside the | Met. In other words, the Met will 
country next April-May, giving 25 up its present maximum of $1,000 
concerts in 14 Latin-American | to top singers (in force since the 
countries over a four-week period. | days of Caruso) to $1,500 or more. 
Tour will be entirely by air, with | Miss Callas, who held out against 
an estimated budget of $200,000. | the Met $1,000 limit until manage- 








as guest star of the new English | 


Ernesto Queseda, Havana impre- | 
sario, who heads Sociedad Musical | 
Daniel, with offices throughout 


South America, is booking. 


‘ 


Orch manager Tom Greene was | = 


in N.Y. recently huddling with 
Robert C. Schnitzer, general man- 
ager of the U.S. State Dept.’s In- 
ternational Exchange Program, on 
the tour, the IEP joining in as | 
sponsor, and contributing $50,000 | 
to the jaunt. The International | 
House of New Orleans will help | 
sponsor, and some local individuals | 
and biz concerns are also chipping | 
in, with Mayor Chep Morrison as | 
an important booster. Orch of | 
about 90 is led by Alexander Hils- | 
berg. 

Orch is the first symph to visit 
Latin-America under the IEP pro- 
gram, and only the second USS. | 
group to make the trek, the NBC | 
Symphony having done it some 
years ago under Arturo Toscanini. 
Symphony will play in Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, 
Venezuela, Colombia, Equador, 
Peru, Panama, Costa Rica, Nicar- 
agua, Honduras, El 
Guatemala and Mexico. 


SYMPH’S FILM REPRISE 


U, S. Orchestra Repeats In Japan 
Via Info Agency 


Salvador, | 














Washington, Nov. 8. 


An estimated 3,000,000 film-goers | 


saw “Symphony of the Air,” four- 
reel musical documentary during 
its first month of exhibition in 
Japan. 


months ago when it visited Japan. 


by 


Pic was planned and produced | 


the Japanese motion picture 


branch of the U. S. Information 
Agency. It was shown simul- | 


taneously in 46 cities, commencing 
Sept. 20. 


iverse are less effective, with so- 


Film shows the 95-piece | 
U. S. orch as it performed some | 


ment met her terms, thus gets 


Van Otterloo Due in Dec. 
For Baton Bow in D.C. 


Willem van Otterloo, conductor 
of the Hague symphony, the Resi- 


make his 
,American bow as guest maestro 
|with the National Symphony in 
| Washington next month. He'll con- 
duct just one concert, Dec. 7, fly- 
ing in via KLM a couple of days 
| before. 
| Stint is an exchange visit, van 
| Otterloo getting the invite from 
| Howard Mitchell, the D.C. symph’s 
|maestro, who guested with 


| Hague orch last year. 
‘ 


| dentie Orkest, will 
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With Red Singers 


Amsterdam, Nov. 8. 

The Netherlands Opera is boast- 
ing of the “scoop of the western 
hemisphere.” It’s presenting three 
Soviet singers in Tchaikovsky’s 
“Eugen Onegin.” 

The opera had been originally 
launched in the Holland Festival 
'of 1955, with Gre Brouwenstijn, 
{Ramon Viney and Caspar Broeche- 
jler. The Society Netherlands- 
bUS.S:h, CF rien ds Gf The 
'U.S.S.R.") asked the directors of 
|The Netherlands Opera for a spe- 
‘cial performance of “Onegin” in 
| October, and were told that 
| imegsible. as the artists had other 
engagements at that moment. The 
Society suggested, as an alterna- 
tive a performance with Russian 
artists, and took up the matter with 
the Russian Embassy in the Hague. 

As result Lilia Labanova-Rogats- 
hova of the Kiev Opera, Ivan Buga- 
jev of the Kirov Opera of Lenin- 
grad and Pavel Lisitshian of the 
Bolshoi Theatre of Moscow arrived 
in Amsterdam Oct. 29. Costs were 
borne by The Netherlands Opera. 








credit for breaking that maximum, 
which other artists presumably will 
profit by. 





Longhair Disk Reviews | 








Chausson: Concerto in D (Co- 
lumbia). Disk preem of a lovely, 
unfamiliar work, rich in romantic 
mood, color and music, beautifully 
played by Robert Casadesus, Zino 
Francescatti and Guilet Quartet. 

Hummel: Quartet in G & Schu- 
mann: Quintet in E Flat (Capitol). 
Also new to LPs is the graceful, 
melodic Hummel. Schumann quin- 
tet is more vigorous. Polished, en- 
ticing playing on both by the Hol- 
lywood Quartet, Victor Aller assist- 
ing. 

Dobbs: Arias & Duets (Angel). 
Fine selection of arias and duets 
from “Rigoletto” are well sung by 
Mattiwilda Dobbs (and Roland 
Panerai). Mixed opera solos on re- 


prano’s voice a little metallic at 
the top. 

Mozart: Symphony No. 36 & 

Schubert: Symphony No. 5 (Lon- 
don'. Excellent performances of 
two classics, especially the Mozart, 
by the Berlin Chamber Orch under 
| Hans von Benda. Size of the orch 
| suits the pieces. 
Chopin: Waltzes (RCA Victor). 
| Artur Rubinstein, ace Chopin in- 
terpreter, plays the waltzes with 
'his own style and flair, for in- 
|triguing as well as authoritative 
results. Bron, 





| The Rhode Island Philharmonic, 
|founded exactly 10 years ago, on 
| Nov, 14, 1945, will be heard in an 
‘anniversary concert next Monday 
(14) at Veterans Memorial Audito- 
j rium, Providence, under conductor- 











Four performances were scheduled, 
for Nov. 1, 7, 10 and 15. The art- 
ists return to Russia on Novy, 20. 

The press was jubilant about the 
singing technique of the Russians 
and named Lisitshian (Onegin) “a 
great singer and actor,’ praised 
Mme. Labanova-Rogatsshova’s Tat- 
jana (‘great human warmth and 
depth’), while Bugajev was “im- 
pressive in the pianissimos ... in 
the high notes, however, somewhat 
sharp.” 


3 Preems to Mark Home 
Stay For N.Y. City Ballet; 


‘Nutcracker’ in For Run 


The N.Y. City Ballet opened a 
home stand of eight weeks at City 
Center, N.Y., last night (Tues.) in 
its first Manhattan appearance 
since last March. Troupe had been 
in Europe, and played nine weeks 
this summer and fall on the Coast 
and in Chi. The Frisco and L.A. 
two-weekers were on guarantee, 
and the troupe probably broke 
even on the nine-week trek. 

Its fall-winter run here will be 
marked by three premieres. Also, 
beginning Dec. 9, troupe will 
switch from repertory to do its 
full-length ‘Nutcracker’ nightly 
thereafter through Jan. 1. “Nut- 
cracker,” which ran seven solid 
weeks last fall, is looked on again 
to fill the b.o. till and give the 
company some extra coin for new 
ballets for next spring’s ‘Season. 
The three new productions this fall 
will cost about $20,000, with the 
City Center, after a losing drama 
and opera season, a little strapped 
to pay for them. 

w@Wuring the “Nutcracker” run, 
management is instituting 12:30 
matinee and 5:30 evening shows, 








'founder Francis Madeira. 





MEMO TO 


inquiries for dates* now 


Dates like these: 


Butterfly,” nationwide. 


8—Soiloist with Eugene Or 
Academy of Music, Philade!ph 


1. 30—Third appearance this se 





MISS ELAINE MALBIN 


» now under the management of COLUMBIA ARTISTS MANAGEMENT, 
113 West 57th Street, New York, N. Y., 
and under the personal direction of 
COPPICUS, SCHANG AND BROWN 


2¢, 4—Leading role in NBC-TV Opera Theatre's production of "Madam 


with Robert Merrill) on ABC-TY, nationwide. 


BOOKERS 


being received and filled. 


mandy and Philadelphia Orchestra, 
ia. 


ason on "Voice of Firestone” (joint 








| Sunday only, for the kid trade, fol- 
| lowing last year’s successful try. 

| Troupe is reinforced this fall by 
‘the return of Maria Talichief, lead 
| ballerina, after a season's absence. 
| Yvonne Mounsey has also retuin- 
ed. : 

Three new productions this fall 
/are George Balanchine’s “Pas De 
| Dix,” which preems tonight (Wed), 
| Balanchine's “Jeux d'Enfants” 
|} and Todd Bolender’s “Souvenirs.” 
‘ sae 
{| Composer Klaus Egge, prez of 
| Norwegian Composers Society, will 
| be honored with a reception at the 
| American Scandinavian Founda- 
j tion, N. Y., tomorrow (Thurs.) by 

the Consul General of Norway, 
League of Composers and 
Foundation, 








Review of the new Lukas 

Foss \lasiairy Reid operd, 
“Griffell:in,”’ is the tele 
Vision oO} this 

j 1 


on 
TCUCICUWS page 
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Dutch Opera Scoop 


it was | 
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| spring, 


| 


the | 


| porting ballet 


Rarified Terp Coin Realm 


Donors to American dance in the last 20 years: 


Marquis and Marquesa de Cuevas ........-..06. eee $2,250,000 
ieeia Chase ......5.. pea ‘a Raven tee nee veeee 2,250,000 
International Exchange Program (State Dept.) ...... 315,000 
BI 0, icaiovenle's 01s RO eR ee dnd 250,000 
Lincoln Kirstein-Edward M. M. Warburg......cccece 250,000 
(Kirstein, separately, the last five years) ....... sowie 150,000 
Satins Fleischmann «2.5.0 cccsccssccnveser coeeseacee 240,000 
PURRIEE PUPRES oes 2ns Ss were Suet © Fae Wo SRAM a ee 200,000 
Winthrop Palmer «......cccccccssscsccesees eae wikia 150,000 
Dwight DeeteoWiman. <-ci.%.6eden ss «wea ewer 100,000 
Bethsabee de Rothschild Foundation ........ ee cee 100,006 
Rockefeller Foundation ° ccccvocee 100,000 
IOP OrG HODGE c..cc. 4. 3-60 stew 0 be ae a8 . rere 75,000 
Gordon Mendelssohn ..........+.- Pe rer ee Te 50,000 
MRE. OMI TIG I. 6 4.4 s-4 bbe: se nee erble 4s 66 SEN Ay: 50,000 
a | er reer ree tee 20,000 
Miscellaneous (Doris Duke, Mrs. Bror Dahlberg, 

Pabst, etc). Beato eee de TAueheiwra Cold 9:0ct ae ‘ 200,000 
ESMUIGL BASSE POUNGSHION . .ss 6 oc ess 000s 0ee ss Ceuaen _ 125,000 
Delet Thestre FourmGation ....sscecessccvevses owes 100,000 
Bavet Associates In AMeTiCa 2.4.3 0% sede ess eens <'ef 60,000 
gS ee eee ree etree eee er ee soe 50,000 

$7,085,000 











U.S. Ballet Angels Shell Out Over 
$7,000,000 in 20 Years to Toe Art 


By ARTHUR BRONSON | 1953 it paid $40,000 for one-way 
A fantastic figure of over $7,000,- | Passage to Europe for the N. Y, 
000 has been poured into the seri-| City Ballet, and $50,000 for the 
ous dance field in America in the | Same purpose last spring. A Latin- 
past 20 years. Most of this money | America tour of the Jose Limon 
has come from private donors, | Co. last fall cost the U. S. $35,000. 
who gave it with no thought (or | The IEP has agreed to a $75,000 
expectation) of return. Major share tab for the recent South America 
of the coin (about $5,500,000) was | tour of Ballet Theatre, and $120,000 
donated in the first decade or so, for. the current Martha Graham 
coincident with the growth of bal- | Co. visit to the Orient. Total ear- 
let as a major art form and ad-! marked thus far is $315,000. 
junct of show biz in the U. S. Most; In addition, the U. S. Army, via 
of the investment has been for the , its High Commission of Germany 
classic ballei, with a little for|(HICOG) setup in postwar Ger- 


modern dance, Situation is unique. 

Five years ago, VARIETY made a 
survey of U. S. ballet angels for the 
first time. A recheck today shows 
that most of them (except the few 
who died) are still interested in the 
art, and continuing their financial 
support. New angels have come 
in, including non-musical founda- 
tions—and even the U. S. State 
Dept. 

Ballet today cannot support it- 
self anymore than it could before, 
still necessitating the outside aid. 
Well-run companies just about pay 
their running expenses, but need 
extra coin for new productions, ete. 

Events of the last five years, 
however, point up some interesting 
changes. As ballet has become 


more popular, drawing bigger audi- | 


ences, it has required less outside 
contributions. The era has seen 
greater revenue at the b.o.; better- 
managed companies; longer sea- 
sons. Before 1950, a four to six- 
week run was all a N. Y. City Bal- 
let dared play in N. Y.; today it 
does 12 to 15, 

Another surprise has been the 
spectacular grosses of foreign 
troupes, like Sadler’s Wells Ballet 
of London. The first time the 
troupe came, in 1949, it was a 
novelty. Yet on its fourth visit, 
this fall, it’s doing better than ever. 
Also important from the b.o. angle 
is this: in the first couple of visits, 
Sadler’s wouldn’t announce its 
casts, afraid that the public would 
come only for a star like Margot 
Fonteyn. Now it announces all 
casts in advance, and there is no 
appreciable drop in boxoffice for 
other leads. 

Donations to ballet, as listed in 
an adjoining box, are estimates, 
as most are kept secret. In some 
cases, they overlap a little. The 
donors include titled folk, heir- 


esses, businessmen, lawyers, even | 


legit producers and actresses. 
Substantial Newcomers 
Newcomers to the list in 
past five years are the Rockefel- 
ler Foundation, Bethsabee de 
Rothschild Foundation, and the 
State Dept. The Rockefeller Foun- 
Cation last year gave $200,000 to 
the N. Y. City Center, half for its 
opera division, half for the N. Y. 
City Ballet (for new productions). 
Mme. de Rothschild, through her 
Foundation, financed two short 
season of modern dance. on 
Broadway. The first, in 1953, cost 
her $20,000. The second, this past 
lost $60,000. Mme. 
Rothschild also laid out $10,000 
twice as aid to Martha Graham on 


two tours in Europe, her contribs | 
| in 


the four above 
totaling $100,000. 


matters thus 


The State Dept., through its In- | 


ternational Exchange Program ex- 
ecuted by ANTA, has and is sup- 
troupes (and other 
overseas lours, 
propaganda media, 


attractions) on 
goodwill 


In 


the | 


de | 


as, 


many, advanced the N. Y. C. Bal- 
let $10,000 in 1952 to participate in 
the Berlin Festival, and in 1953 
donated the same sum to Ballet 
Theatre for the same event. 


Leading Angels 


Leading ballet angel (though op- 
erating abroad) is the Marquis 
George de Cuevas (a U. S. citizen) 
who, with his wife (granddaughter 
of John D. Rockefeller), has in the 
last dozen years poured out around 
$2,250,000 for ballet. Most of it 
has gone to support the Grand 
Ballet du Marquis de Cuevas 
(also known as Grand Ballet de 
Monte Carlo), founded in 1946. 
The troupe came to N. Y. in 1950, 
and in a four-week season at the 
Century, N. Y., dropped $150,000. 
Another $800,000 was expended by 
the Marquis on a brief eight-week 
season in 1944 with Ballet Inter- 
national at the International The- 
atre, N. Y. 


Rivalling the Cuevases has been 
Lucia Chase, Connecticut watch 
; and New York carpet heiress, and 
founder-director of Ballet Theatre, 
who supported the Mordkin Ballet 
before creating Ballet Theatre in 
1940, and who has likewise spent 
an estimated $2,250,000 for the toe 
art, mainly on Ballet Theatre. 

Julius Fleischmann, of the yeast 
family, and a legit producer-angel, 
has expended about $240,000 on 
ballet, most of it for Ballet Russe 
de Monte Carlo since 1938. Blevins 
Davis, midwest industrialist and 
legit angel, paid for a couple of 
Ballet Theatre visits to Europe, 
amounting to about $200,000. 

The late Philip Leidy, Philadel- 
phia_  attorney-socialite, between 
1936 and 1940 paid out around 
$250,000 towards the Philadelphia 
Ballet Co. headed by his wife, the 
late Catherine Littlefield. The late 
|Dwight Deere Wiman, industrial 
(Continued on page 61) 











Concert Bits 





Humphrey Doulens, Columbia 
| Artists v.p., back at his desk after 
a visit on tour with Lily Pons, 
setting plans for her next season. 

Gladys Swarthout and her hus- 
band-manager Frank Chapman ar- 
rived from Italy last week. Mezzo- 
soprano will resume her concert 
tour for Columbia Artists mgt. 

In conjunction with its openins- 
night revival of “Tales of Hoff- 
|mann” Nov. 14, the Met Opera has 
issued a new English version of 
the Offenbach work. Translated by 
Met asst. manager John Gutman, 
‘and published by Fred Rullman 
'Ine., libretto also contains Jules 





Barbler’s original text in Frenci. 

Giuseppe Di Stefano, tenor, and 
sopranos Vivian Della Chiesa, Mad- 
elaine Chambers and Beverly Sills, 
have been signed by National Con- 
jeert & Artists Corp, 
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‘Mr. New York’ 

Tex and Jinx McCrary acknowl- | 
edged on their WRCA radio Show, | 
from the Waldorf’s Peacock Alley, | 
during an interview with Grover | 
A. Whalen, whose Autobiography, | 
“Mr. New York” will be published 
Nov. 17, that the “Mr. and Mrs. | 
New York” title they’ve been| 
using on their shows was (to quote 
Tex) “extremely presumptuous at | 
all times, but especially today now 
that Jinx’ has left and I’m sitting 
here With a man who is ‘Mr. New 


York,’ not only to New Yorkers 
but to peoples around the world 
whose hands you’ve taken in your 
own and made to feel welcome in| 
eur town.” 





Johnson Settles With Masons 


Out of court settlement of the | 


James and Pamela Mason libel 
and slander suits against Erskine 
Johnson and Fawcett Publications 
was recorded on the Coast with 
Johnson agreeing to pay court 
costs and publish a retraction of 


having marital trouble” and would 
split up. 





Who’s on First? 
-Maclean’s and Liberty, Canadian 
mags, both claim fhe lead in cir- 
culation, and both are right. ABC 


his story that the plaintiffs ‘were | 


the Duke of Edinburgh and hus- 
band of the queen; her aunt, the 
Princess 
| George VI and now the “old lady’ 


Royal (‘only sister of 
of the royal family), and Mar- 
garet’s ma, Queen Mother Eliza- 
beth. 

In the competitive field, Life 
mag of Oct. 10 (‘newsstanded Oct. 


6) carried an identical cover pic of 


“Implying” is Look’s word for the 
Life article. 


Recipes With Personalities 

If, aS is axiomatic in the book 
trade, cookbooks always sell well, 
former screen star Corinne Griffith, 
now married to George Marshall, 
Washington ‘D.C.) tycoon and own- 
er of the Redskins, should have 
bestseller in ““Eggs I Have Known” 
(Farrar, Straus & Cudahy; $3.50). 
For this is no ordinary recipe book. 
Nor is it one of those namedrop- 
ping deals either—there has been 
a plentitude of these ‘famous 
hosts” and “distinguished gour- 
mets” anthologies. 

Miss Griffith’s book differs in 
that (1), its accents on eggs give 
it an unique gastronomic fillip: (2), 
it is entertainingly written. On top 
of that it is replete with celebs in 
socialite, politico and show biz 
circles, and Miss Griffith lets her- 
self go with a flock of mouthwater- 
ing recipes beyond the oeufs de- 
partment—cheese. meat. fish, cook- 


ite, and art patroness, contributed | 
for | 


| ke, et al.) and the FBI (J. Edgar- 
Hoover), his derring-do against the 
| Hitlerooters (a Wincheli coinage) 
,and his personal danger are all 
treated. Ditto his family ‘Mrs. 
WW., the former June Magee. 
| daughter Walda, at one time Toni 
|Eden professionally; his adopted 


| children, etc.), and the sundry libel | 


| Suits.and other legal bouts. 


This may not be the “definitive” | 
| Winchell biog, but it’s an_ indis- 


|; pensable memorandum to the fu- 
| ture Boswell. 


Putnam's first 7.500 printing is | 
Margaret with an article implying | reported sold out pre-publication | 
that she would marry the captain. and a second (10,000 copies) print | 


order about 50°o committed. 
| 











Ballet Angels 


Continued from page 60 








“heir and legit producer, laid out 
| about $100,000 for Ballet Theatre. 


| Lineoln Kirstein, Boston depart- | 


|ment store heir, and Edward M.M. 


| Warburg, banking house scion, be- | 


| tween them laid out about $250,000 
/on the American Ballet, Ballet 
Caravan and N. Y. City Ballet. In} 
addition, Kirstein, who heads the 
N. Y. C. Ballet, has on his own laid | 
out a minimum of $150.000 addi- | 
tional towards the company. 


Winthrop Palmer, poet, social- 
about $150.000 in 1941-42 
Dance Players. Actress Katharine 
Cornell donated $50.000 ‘$25.000 
each in 1946 and °47) to the Martha 
Graham Co. 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


$449444444444464 By Frank Scully PHHFEFHOO+OO OOS 


Hollywood. 
Frank Lovejoy is a guy after my own heart. He has the same name 
| and wife he started out with, and recently punched a producer in the 
nose for suggesting he encourage people, himself possibly included 
to change their names. 

It may sound like a simple case of assault and battery, but that could 
appeal only to those who don’t know what people with names like 
Lovejoy go through to hold on to them. 

After years of well-intentioned pressure you get tired and you blow 
your top at the next guy who suggests a name-change would mean 
barrels of dough at the b.o. Remember, it was the last straw that 
broke the camel's back. 


| Then, too, it is well to remember that Frank Lovejoy once starred 





| in a Warner picture entitled “Retreat, Hell!” and it is quite possible 
| that he carried over the part to his private life. 
, and looks it, he’s by no means a pugnacious sort. 


Though he is Irish, 
He is as charming 
and as disarming off the screen as he is on, and except for remem- 
bering other people’s dialog, I don’t think he has to do much acting 
on the screen. 

| Being six-feet tall, and weighing 175 pounds, possessed of his own 
teeth and hair and a soft penetrating wit, he doesn’t need the props 
that many of his contemporaries in this glamor biz have to employ 
| to get by. But he doesn’t want anybody fooling with his name. 

When he was a kid in school some jerks tried to reduce it to “Lovey” 
and got slugged, and this producer may have used the term in trying 
to win Frank over to a deal. But I rather think the deal itself could 
have stirred the fighting Irish in him. 

It was to be a giveaway series entitled “Change Your Name.” The 
idea was for people who weren't happy with their names to answer 
questions on the rotation basis and with each question answered cor- 
rectly they received a letter. It wasn’t unfortunately, from their 
Graft board but a letter from the alphabet. 

For example, if the contestant guessed the first answer correctly 
he might be an S. If he got the next question right he might be an 
O ... and so forth. 

To add with a new legal name like Zeel Brschrd didn’t strike Love- 


| 


opi g es pag ge re ies, Page vo hig and other P Herbert Herbert. ape gna joy as catastrophic but the whole idea seemed to make him see red. 
5 ive Liberty a “ ani unches. And the anecdotes (with facturer, in one month in 1947 ex- uy : ae Wo ee CTR Say a ‘ ae 
oun of 457.488 to Maclean's 456.- 5% cate te caxtch) “tapi right | pended  $75.000 on Ballet for te ae my temper,” he explained apologetically, “and I let him have 
560. But = at agi to “grand | along. Abel. | America. Gordon Mendelssohn His troubles with his name were by no means over at the end of 
total” circulation, including U.S. ‘Fisher Body) similarly expended ve , aly 4 ihe 
foreign and miscellaneous, Mac- hk oh kh sins ts the the school days. He got a job with a stockbroker and looking very 
lean’s is ahead 476.297 to 459,502. : CHATTER S] iegine dash : handsome in charcoal gray, he was soon headed for a junior partner- 

Apart from the ABC actual fig-|__ Muriel Fischer's (N.Y. World- , °7)2@0@'eVsky Gance group. ship. It was suggested that he change his name as the one he had 
ures, Maclean’s claims “over| Telegram & Sun) book on “strange In addition to the above, there carried all his life sounded too much like a confidence man for Wall 
1,300” of its miscellaneous circula- | interviews” to be issued by Dial are other miscellaneous, usually Street. I believe the senior partner’s name was Cheatham, and “Love- 
tion went to Canada. next May. one-shot, small donors ‘a Doris/ joy and Cheatham” sounded like guys asking for a checkup from the 


Duke, Mrs. Bror Dahlberg. etc.), | 
sum of their gifts probably totaling | 
$200.000. Also, there are various | 
organizations that have contributed | 
| to troupes or to production of bal- | 





Dee Lowrance Katcher is the 
/new Hollywood correspondent for 
Vision, Spanish language news- 
weekly circulated in Latin-Ameri- 
can countries. 





FBI before they did even a dav’s biz. 
Golly, 5,000 Soap Operas! 
So he decided to retreat to the anonymity of soap-operas. Unfor- 
tunately, he became quite a success in this field and had done nearly 
5.000 network shows before Stanley Kramer lured him to Hollywood 


‘Hemingway of Hosp Circuit’ 

Gagwriter Eddie Davis aspires. 
to be the Hemingway of the Hos- | 
pital Circuit. His second tome on | 


medical therapy, “Laughter in| I. Orrin Spellman resigned as’ lets. the Ballet Russe Foundation | to star in “Home of the Brave.” At this point it might have been 
Bed,” is being published by Fell|ad and promotion manager of , expending about $125,000. Ballet smart for him to have taken his wife’s name, since they had worked 


Theatre Foundation around $100.- | 
000. Ballet Associates ‘in America | 


in the fall. It’s a sequel to his pre-| Holiday mag to join Kenyon & 


: 4 z 4 gether. Her name was Banks, Joan Banks. 
viously published “Laugh Yourself Eckhardt Inc. as v.p. and manager ay : : ——_ 


Incidentally, between those interminable hours in radio Frank had 


7 ” | } Wh il- ; " . oad Tae > jetyv | . = 9 
W na | | of the Philadelphia region. about heed ipl and Ballet Society | gone some Broadway shows. One, “A Sound for Hunting.” had an- 
Davis, who has suffered from; Gene Fowler's Bonfils & Tam-_ arounc pall other unknown in the cast. His name was Burt Lancaster. In another 


asthma for many years, insists, men book was titled “Timberline,” Estimated total outlay from all 
that he deserves some billing on| not “Trumpet In The Dust,’ as| donors is $7.085,000. 

hospital #marauees. He recalls | erratumed in VARIETY’s review of | 

fondly that “they loved me at Mt. the George Burns ‘& Allen) biog, | 


Sinai “e Saee Met. That's Way!” | Freelance Stars 


Random House will publish 
Continued from page 1 


show Kirk Douglas had a bit. He of course changed his name and 
did very well in making the transfer. 

Altogether, since “Home of the Brave.”’ which was Kramer's bravest 
picture, Frank Lovejoy has done 25 pictures. Many of them have 
been in the military area of entertainment an‘ in the last where he 
was a commander in “Strategic Air Command” he co-starred with 
Jimmy Stewart and June Allyson. Many thought he rather stole that 


, 














Biog on Maude Adams “Chalk Garden,’ current at the 
Biog of Maude Adams is being | Barrymore Theatre, N. Y., while 











written by old friend Phyllis Rob-|Harper & Bros. will ublish |. ‘ ; picture by playing Gen. Curtis LeMay as if he were Gen. Curtis Le- 
bins and vill be echiichenl by Put- | areen’s Mouth.” which yor tween chores for their own outfits May, but I rather think he stole it because he was Frank Lovejoy. 
| in the alignment with UA. Long before that tv producer got his punch in the nose Frank should 


nam in the spring. Author owns |} 


all writings, letters and photos of 
Miss Adams, who died two years 
ago. 

Incidentally, it was 50 years ago 
Sunday (6) that the actress 
—s U.S. stubholders to “Peter 

an.” 


Dr. Maltz’s Encore 
“Adventures in Staying Young” 
by Dr. Maxwell Maltz (Crowell: 
$3.50), is second book by the emi- 
nent plastic surgeon who wrote 
“Dr. Pygmalion.” Dr. Maltz is w.k. 
in show biz. 


tories, the good doctor works gen- 
tly with his literary scalpel. Title is 
somewhat misleading, though 
effort is made to Aesop each of the 


an | 


| 
| 
| 


465° | conductor, 
ini- | 


' confrere, 


an off-Broadway run at the Cherry | 
Wednesday | 


Lane Theatre 


(16). 

Robert Lawrence, music critic- 
doing “The World of 
Opera,” which Thomas Nelson has 
slated for a fall, 1956, release. This 
month Lawrence returns’ from 


next 


” 


Turkey where he batoned for the} 


Presidential Philharmonic Orches- 
tra. 

Twenty years ago, Irving Deakin, 
manager of Buffalo Philharmonic 


| Orchestra Society and ex-S. Hurok 
“To the Ballet.’ | 


wrote 


‘ /and now he’s changed the preposi- 
In this collection of case his-| 


entries with a ‘keep youth in your | 


heart” tag. 
Several 
With 


of the stories, 

grace and wit, should 
£00d tv offerings: especially the 
pieces dealing with the woman 
Who seeks to have a Nazi prison- 
camp tattoo removed from her 
arm, and the young Italian playboy 
who becomes a temporary hermit 
In Ischia. Locales range from the 
Bronx to Latin America, where Dr. 
Maltz has lectured. Book contains 
15 stories; could easily support an- 
other five, Down. 


make 


Mag’s 20/20 Look 

Now that England’s Princess 
Margaret Rose has announced that 
she will not marry Group Capt. 
Peter Townsend, Look mag is able 
to point to its crystall-ball of Oct. 
18 issue (newsstanded Oct. 4) when 
a feature, “Princess Margaret Puts 
Duty Above Desire,” stated 
the queen’s sister would not go to 
the altar with the divorced com- 
moner. Look piece, written by 
Staffer Patricia Coffin, was based 
on information that the publication 
Said “came from a high figure in 
British royalty” that the princess’ 
decision was reached at a royal 
family meeting at Balmoral Castle, 
Scotland. the weekend before Mar- 
faret’s 25th birthday, which she 
celebrated on Aug. 21. At that 


carved | 





that | 


i}tle dramalets that 


tion and written a new work, “At 
the Ballet.” Thomas Nelson 
publish. 














Weiner on Winchell 


9 
* 








=m CONtinued from page _————d 


meled mike. upon the nation and 
its duly elected spokesmen. In 
the days when Winchell put an un- 
kindly spotlight on some of the un- 
savory characters, especially when 
the national safety was involved, 
he came out on top. 


Mostly thisis N. Y. andthe world 


seen from Table 50 at the Stork 
Club, from Prohibition to date. 
punctuated and peppered by per- 
sonalities and happenings. 
Weiner digs into the events 
which made Winchell public prop- 
erty—his feuds, the Josephine 


Baker-Stork Club mess, his opposi- 
tion columnists,the Runyon Fund, 
the potency of his plugs. his inner 


coterie, his braintrust, his ‘“drop- 
dead” list, the drooling press- 
agents, the back-of-the-scenes lit- 


revolve around 


a top columnist with two potent 
|media at his fingertips. 
Winchell’s freedom from the 


} 


| 
| 


blue pencil was the more remark- 
able in light of his Hearst asso- 
ciations, although he was never 
free from local editing. His con- 
tacts with the hoods during Prohi- 


meeting, Look stated. those besides | bition, their “ham” yen for “favor- 
the queen who opposed the mar-/| able’ mentions, his later impor- 
riage were Meg's brother-in-law, i tant contacts with criminals (Lep-, Suribachia, 


will: 


Production officials in 
wood and money men in the New 


York homeoffices are resigned to! 


the trend. They’re paying unpre- 
cedented amounts of money for 
the services of the stars, and in 
the many instances where the 
“right” kind of casting cannot be 
attained they just don’t make the 


film they had in mind. One exec | 


}in N. Y. put it this way: 
ter not to have made a picture 
at all than to have made one that 
wasn’t successful.” 

The deals with the stars 
, been varving. The top-bracket play- 
ers such as Clark Gable, Cary 
Grant and Tvrone Power now are 
demanding, and receiving, either 
10° of the world gross on their 
pictures or 50° cut on the 
profits. 

The real heavy, according to 
some homeoffice residents. is the 
agent. Thev claim the percentage 


a 














merchants are insisting on terms 
that simply go bevond the realm 
of reality. 

———= Continued from page 1 ——— 
Hymn” in March, at about the 
same time it is releasing “Away 
All Boats.” Twentieth-Fox will 
roll two, “6th of June” and “The 
Dav the Century Ended.” before 


the end of thé vear and Columbia 
is preparing “The Good Shep- 
herd,” based on the story of Atlan- 
tic convoys. Studio recently com- 
pleted “Three Stripes in the Sun” 
and “Battle Stations.” Metro will 
do “Wings of the Eagle’; Allied 
Artists has scheduled “Hold Back 
the Night” and ‘Reckless, Pride of 
the Marines’; Warners has “No 
Time for Sergeants” and “The 
Girl He Left Behind.” in addition 
to the completed “Target Zero”: 
Paramount has completed “The 


Proud and the Profane” and indie | 


i writer Clark Hale is prepping the 
story of Ira Haves. one of the 
Marines who raised the flag on Mu. 


Holly- | 


“It’s bet- | 


have | 


After clicking in his early picture, his 
“Right away I knew that meant trouble,” 


have given it to his agent. 
agent invited him to iunch. 
Frank confessed. 

“‘Look, Frankie boy.” the flesh peddler began, “we'd like to sell 
you strictly for lover-boy roles, but we meet producer resistance on 
aecount of your name. Today the trend is toward sound names, like 
Rock Hudson, Tab Hunter, Rory Calhoun, Lex Barker, Keefe Brasselle, 
Bing Crosby. ...” 
| “Go home, Frankie boy, and spend a little time on that name- 


| change,” the agent said, “and then call me.” 

Though I don’t believe it, Lovejoy tells me he spent some time 
compiling sound names. He came out with dillies like Rah Rubirosa, 
Stab Zanuch, Ace Spade, Max Million and Truman S. Harry. 

“I felt sure,” he said, “‘that one of these names would do something 
to my tenpercenter, but after reading down the list, he threw a couple 
of bills in his fat mouth and only grunted.” 

“They're good, Frankie boy, but the trend has changed. They don't 
want sound names now, they want sincere names. Lovejoy tried out 
Abe Washington, Trust Cooners and Bond Ward. 

But by the time he could let the agent look those over, the trend 
had changed to geographical names like John Ireland, Ruth Roman 
and Joe Frisco. 

That fashion didn't last long. “It seems, 
trend is now toward familiar names.” 

“How about Gary Stewart, Alan Gable, Jimmy Ladd?” suggested 
Lovejoy. 

“You're getting close, Frankie boy,” the agent encouraged. ‘But 
they want names that have an upbeat to them, names that combine 
such things as happiness, love and joy.” 

“This is where I came in,” said Frank. 

vou. and I've had it all the while.” 
' Though his upbeat name has been seen in at least eight television 
shows. he doesn’t feel he has added anything to the trend, which seems 
in the direction of despair. This is particularly true of the New York 
end of tv. The Hollywood end tends toward farce. 

“I always thought entertainment was an escape from reality, and 
this utter depression that is supposed to be realism these days cer- 
tainly nicks the sheen off my otherwise buoyant personality, “Lovejoy 
admitted. “Some of these New York dramas actually frighten me. 
A show will open with a sinkfull of dishes. Then we meet an unkempt, 
| completely. neurotic woman and she is followed by her husband, gen- 


” 


the agent confessed, “the 


“T got just the name for 


erally in an undershirt and scratching himself. After the first five 
minutes I hate every character in the play. This is realism? This is 
entertainment?” ; 

The Coast point of view, he believes, is more cheerful. But the 


merits of plays, telefilms or pix ought to be judged on an individual, 


not a geographic, basis. Himself a New Yorker, stemming from a 
family that came from New England on his father’s side and from 


freland on his mother’s, he doesn’t think of himself particularly as 
an actor from anywhere. 

But his No. 1 aversion at present is the singing commercials and 
what havoc they have wrought to some grand old songs. 

“IT almost fell out of my chair when I watched a Notre Dame game 
‘recently and a quartet dressed like prop Irishmen sang When Irish 
| Eves Are Smiling to the tune of a Schick electric razor. If they ever 

get a singer gifted enough. I wouldn't be surprised to hear the National 
} Anthem debased to sing the praises of a laxative. 
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currently stationed at Moody Air! 
Force Base, Valdosta. Ga. Decem- 
ber wedding is planned. Geiringer 
| is BMI vicepresident in charge of 
foreign relations. 


London 

(Temple Bar 5041/9952) 
Blonde chirp Yana opens cabaret 

run at the Colony next week. 
‘ Mary Murphy here from Holly- 
Paris wood to star in Anglo-Amalgamat- 

ed's “With All My Heart.” 
By Gene Moskowitz | Giulietta Masina due in from 
(28 Rue Huchette; Odeon 49-44) Rome for a tv shot and to attend 
Denise Darcel in on a quickie | the — of her latest pic, “The 
| oa ” 

Kathryn Grayson here to start 


Broadway 


Bernie Kamber off to Paris and 
publicity work on Hecht-Lancas- 
ter’s “Trapeze” film. 

Gladys and Frank M. Folson 
(prez of RCA) became grandpar- 
ents of their 20th grandchild this 
past Sunday (6). 

Friars cocktailing Ed Weiner | 
Friday (11) on publication of his; | +4 
Walter Winchell biog, ‘“Let’s Go to | — eT ae ot eer eS 

ss” (Putnam). enneth -MacKe i at be Pai 
ie + : pene ‘h inf th | up office on script possibilities for her first British film, “Port Afri- 
eet er et Cee eS ree | the Metre story department. | que,” a Coronado production for 
Coast for the opening of the "Big | Julien Duvivier set to make two | Columbia release. 
Knife” picturization which he pro-| 61. with Jean Gabin—‘Interpol”| J. Arthur Rank quit the board 
duced and directed. ‘ |and “Les Temps Des Assassins.” é : 

Samuel Goldwyn, Jean Simmons, | Bernard Grasset, head of the | Corp., company responsible for dis- 
Marlon Brando off to Chicago yes- Grasset publishing house, died | tribution of British pix in Japan. 
terday (Tues.) for the Windy City | here this week at the age of 74. Patricia Dahl, who got her first 
opening of “Guys and Dolls.” 

Memorial to the late Charles V. 
Yates, unveiled Sunday (6) at 
Sharon Gardens, Valhalla, N.Y., 
contains a sculptored golfball. 


Harold M. Goldblatt, w.k. show 











opposite Eddie Constantine in his, the Reg Dixon feature, signed to a 
‘next film, “Folies-Bergere,” set to | contract by Associated-Rediffusion. 


roll this spring. 


er to star in Billy Wilder's next| ment, rejoined London _ Films, 


biz barrister, has shifted his pic, “Ariane,” which he will make, where she’s in charge of all read- 

Blackstone base from the Para-j| here this spring. ng. a 

mount Bldg. to 522 Fifth Ave. | Charles Trenet putting off dates! Sir George Barnes is quitting 
Madeleine D. Riordan, longtime | in Spain and Portugal to head the | BBC-TV, of which he’s director- 


from | general, to become principal , of 
North Staffordshire University Col- 


Alhambra Musichall here 
Nov. 25.to Dec. 6. 

Mel Ferrer in to huddle with, lee. ; ; 
Jean Renoir on his role in Renoir’s |; _ Big showbiz contingent on Queen 
| Elizabeth, which sailed for N. Y. 
ast Thursday (3) 


aide to Paul Stewart, has succeed- , 
ed him as publicist at the Waldorf- , 
Astoria. Latter has bowed out be-| 
cause of personal reasons. | 


. ‘forthcoming pic “L’Oeillet Rouge” 
A fourth anniversary memorial re Red - aot | 


Mels will be celebrated for Jack | Walt Disney’s “20,000 Leagues ,mione Gingold, James E. Perkins, | 
IcInerney at noon next Wednes- Under the Sea” shaping as top Jack Davis and Max Factor. B. | 
day (16) in Saint Jean Baptiste | crosser of year here; already done Bernard Kreisler, Fred Brisson, | 


Church, at 76th & Lexington. | $78,000 in its firstrun. Rosalind Russell and Betty Reilly 
Adman Charles Schlaifer, promi- Marcel Pagnol, with a hit legit | joined the liner at Cherbourg, 

nent in the field of mental illness here now in “Judas,” has another | 

and health, elected vice-chairman new play, “La Belle Amour” (The 





| of the British Commonwealth Film | 
Ginger Rogers slated to appear tv break as ‘““Miss Anonymous” in | 


| Baroness Budberg, who recently | 
Audrey’Hepburn and Gary Coop-| left British Lion’s script depart- | 


included Her- | 


of the board of directors of the Beautiful Love’, which opens at Frankfurt 
National Association for Mental the Bouffes-Parisiens this spring. | 7 
Health. Wolfe Kaufman, Sol Hurok’s | By Hazel Guild 


Indie film producer Fred Feld- 
kamp trained to the Coast last 
week to cast the lead in “The 
Silken Affair,” the Robert Lewis 
Taylor comedy which Feldkamp 
plans to film in England. 

Fred Brisson, his actress-wife 


Rosalind Russell; comedienne Her- | 
Nathan | 


mione Gingold, violinist 
Milstein and B. Bernard Kreisler, 
foreign film importer, in from Eu- 
rope yesterday (Tues.) on the} 
Queen Elizabeth. 

Claude C. Philippe and his wife, 
Mony Dalmes, of the Comedie: 
Francaise, now on Broadway, may 
do their delayed “Person to Per- 
son” ‘Ed Murrow-CBS) Nov. 25, 
now that the Waldorf-Astoria vee- | 
pee has recovered. 

Chester Pickman, New Haven 
salesman for Paramount’ and 
nephew of the film trade’s Jerry, 
Milton and Herb Pickman, honey- 
mooning in Nassau with the for- 
mer Francine Shane. Married in 
Gotham over the past weekend. 

Spyros Skouras Jr. named chair- 
man of the souvenir journal com- 
mittee for the Variety Club con- 
vention in New York May 9-12. 
Other appointments include Burt 
Robbins as chairman of events and 
Ira Meinhardt as chairman of con- 
vention operations; 

RKO Theatres prexy Sol A. 
Schwartz mulling the ‘$64,000 
Question” as a Palace two-a-day 
attraction but the audience-partici- 
pation in any prize game—and it 
would have te be part of the b.o. 
gimmick—runs into New 
tough “lottery” laws, when housed 
in a theatre. 

William H. 





(Bill) Hardey, long- 
tiem honiface of Bill’s Gay ‘90s 
until selling out because of the 
long hours which endangered his 
health, has become exec veepee of 
John Stewart Distillery, a Louis- 
ville (Ky.) -bourbon vintner who 
specializes in “private stock” 
trade. Hardey’s ha. is in N.Y. 

The Waldorf tilts its couvert 
from $1.50 (dinner) and _ $2.50 
(supper) to a straight $3, for Mau- 
rice Chevalier’s five weeks’ en- 
gagement at the Empire Room, 
opening Friday (11). French star 
will do eight shows a week: one 
10 p.m. performance Monday- 
Thursday and two on Friday and 
Saturday. 

Decca founder-prexy 
Jack Kapp’s daughtér 
married over the 
Long Island dentist. 


(the late) 
Myra _ got 
weekend 


Binns, exec veepee of the 


Astoria and veep of the Hilto . ; i 
Hotels Corp., to “al married in i cago is good for something ‘yvesss?) Myron Cohen booked tor dais at 
‘ wee BF a9 c I allat . "aria , ‘ v6 ¢ . - > i 
Waldorf Towers Dec. 17 to Mrs. jut not ballet. nd ty Club’s) annual banquet 
€ of i] > rey ) « ; aa eee ential Ve . «'/. 
og be gine t Gregg) Daumit, ») Morey Amsterdam revealed he’s 
‘ > ! 1e es St. B t z ” sa . . 
ron ’ . now ar \ ey 1a » > x 
4 an Cornwell, Bruce Barton, , oston Ariz pe hao ogy of the Phoenix, 
> Five, Demat Pt ainato ‘ . : : sas , a : y 
show bintitersn chit ee, ae By Guy Livingston Local singer Eileen Rodgers set 
1OW riz-lite rati shills In a stunt . Don Casanova current at the for Twin Coaches week of Nov. 14 
2 cnmenemerene the 20th anni of Sherry Biltmore with Phil Foster 
Ralei mag a t ick’s Sir Walter = Chirp Lorraine’ Nyman current’ Cameraman Tony Mantia leaves 
+ a : of Saad \ ‘i ,tnviting a VIP at new Guys and Dolls Lounge for Arabia to shoot film for Arabian 
inser * an All Invitations were Sheila Barrett’ snowed under American Oil Co 
pee te — _ alle a ee in telegrams of goodwishes at George M. Harton president of 
, ae Joe Doakes, otel her Bradford Roof opening cx \ nw ; 
‘ee - c 1g yme- > > de le : pee his 
publicists Ted Howard and Ed’ back. west veew rere. Cece pack tht 


Poo! agented the tieup. 
Dorrit Werner, daughter of Mr 


and Mrs. Jean Geiringer, engaged Village, 
John Purdy Jr., son of 
Mrs. Virginia Purdy of Brooklyn 


to Lt. John E. 


and the late John E. Purdy. 
Werner is a graduate 
lege. 


Polytechnic Prep and 


York’s | 


to a 
Another nup- 
tial note for next month: Col. Joe 
V aldorf- 


Miss 
I of Friends 
Seminary and Mount Holyoke Col- preview and 
Lt. Purdy is an alumnus of 
Amherst, 


| Paris rep, heading for Londen to | (24 Rheinstrasse; 76751) 

'join the Azuma Kabuki Group;|. Darmstadt City Theatre present- 
‘then eomes back here with troupe | ing “War and Peace’’ in German. 
‘for month's stint at the Theatre | Edwin Piscator will direct the 
' Hebertot. | German preem of William Faulk- 


Two American plays look to be ner’s “Requiem for a Nun” at Ber- | 


‘done later this season with Jean|lJin’s Castle Park Theatre. 
Renoir to direct the Gallic adapta- | 
tion of Clifford Odets’ “The Big | “et to star opposite Maximilain 
Knife” and Jules Dassin, “Cat On Schell in the new pic, “Engele von 
A Hot Tin Roof.” | Loewen” 

Marcel Pagnol plans to do film: /ased on the Carl Zuckmayer play. 


version of his current legit hit, Barbara Rutting, one of top Ger- 
“Judas” here and in Israel next man film actresses, plays her first 
year. He also stated that an un-! Stage role this fall at Krefeld, in 


usual deal has been made, with the | the drama, “Daughter of the Pump- 


English rights sold to John Huston maker,” based on Marcel Pagnol’s 
; Story. 


for an English speaking version. 


| film being made by Sascha Films 


lreland based on the Alexander Pushkin 

j novel, “The Postmaster.” Eva Bar- 

By Maxwell Sweeney_ , tok has the lead opposite Ivan 
{22 Farney Pk; Dublin 64506) 'Desny. 


Valerie Sissons, of the Australian sefore O. W. Fischer goes to the 
Broadcasting Commission, here on U. S. to make films under his new 
| visit. contract with Universal, he 
Variety Tent 41 planning Fancy script, 
Dress Ball tor Dublin Metropole German film, “Der lachenlde Gott” 


| Dec. 12. ‘The Laughing God), to be made 
| Thesper Mary Rose MacMaster for Aura Films. 


plans to join her husband Jack 
Aronson in the U. S. 

William Foley, Abbey thesper,} 
returning to company after lengthy 
period of hospitalization. 

Joseph Tomelty convalescent and 
discharged from hospital after car: 
crash injuries. 


Amsterdam 


By Hans Saaltink ’ 
{Amsterdam 56314) 
The Haagse Comedie collected 
three one-act plays in one perform- 





J. Arthur Rank chairman’s re- ancé—Terence Rattigan’s persi- 
port to Irish Cinemas shareholders flage Harlequinade,”” Michel de | 
says hot weather caused sharp dip Ghe'derode’s “Escurial” and Jean 
lin Biz this summer. ; Anouilh’s comedy, ‘School for. 

“Seven Year Itch” (20th) nixed Fathers.” . 
by film censor Martin Brennan. Amsterdam will have a new 


Appeal Board rejected on a 5 to 3. Cimema_by Dec. 8. Called the Ca- 
‘vote appeal against the banning of | !ypso, house may be opened by 
“The Prisoner” (Col). ; Gina Lollobrigida’s 
'and Jealousy.” 


| ‘ | Dutch opera singer Nel Duval in- 
| San Francisco vited by French impresario Hor- 
: witz to sing in Mozart’s ‘Don 
By Bill Steif Giovanni” in Tunis Nov. 20. 

Abe Lasttogel up from Holly- To honor the Mozart Bicenten- | 
wood tor opening of Lew Ayres’ nial, The Netherlands Opera put 
“World’s Great Religions.” on a_ production of “Cosi Fan 

Israel bond sale has hit almost Tutte.” Conducted by Alexander | 


$200,000 in advance of the “Trib- 
ute to Eddie Cantor’ dinner set 
for Nov. 13. 

Universal flack Mike Vogel got 
turned down on showing “Lady 
Godiva” to a nearby nudist camp, 
but hung his publicity on “Outpost 


Frannhals, directed by Freidrich 
role. 

After an absence of years, Louis 
Borel returned to the Dutch stage 
in Jerome Chodoroy’s and Joseph 


Fields’ comedy, “Anniversary 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal V. Cohen 


No. 2 American Federation of Waltz.” 
Peeping Toms.” 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet has by-! 


passed Chicago to play San Fran- 
cisco, Which prompted The Exam- 
iner’s Herb Caen to remark, “Chi- 


month from trip to Europe. 


, Stanley, Blinstrub inked Nat rheatron, Pittsburgh U. theatri- 
King Cole tor his” Blinstrub’s eal honorary group, presented an 
ee Hildegarde set to open award tou Eugenie Leontovich 
i . 21. Virs. Joe E, Brown in from Hollvy- 
Julie Harris, starring in “The wood to visit her son, Joe L. Brown 
Lark at the Plymouth Theatre, Pirates’ new general manager _ 
feted by Embassy Pictures at a I. Elmer Ecker, Chiet Barker of 
) \ press party for her Variety Club, and his wife cele- 
film, “I Am a Camera,’ skedded brated their 29th wedding anni. 


next tor Kenmore Theatre, 4 Jack Schachter, who acts in films 


(Angels of the Lions), | 


“Dunja” is the title of the color. 


; will | 
direct and star in a new: 


“Bread, Love’. . : : : 
|ing on third part of soldier-trilogy | 


Schramm, Uta Graf sung a guest | 


under name of Jonathan Haze, in | 


from Coast for visit with his family. 
Shirley Jones will spend Thanks- 
giving with her folks after wrap- 


| ping up film version of “Carousel.” | 


| George Murray, manager of, 
| Casino, doubling frequently this 


/season as chief comic at burlesque 
| house. 

Dr. Stuart Brien, who married 
Chief Justice Earl Warren’s daugh- 
|ter, is a brother of Lige Brien, 
former manager of Emright Thea- 


tre here, 
Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 
Herman Pirchner planed to Eu- 
rope seeking Continental novelty 
acts for his nitery. 


| 


institution at  Hollenden’s 216 
Club, moved out to the Alibi Room. 

Dorothy Donegan back at Mushy 
Wexler’s Theatrical Grill, which 


installed new grand piano for her | 


long stay. 

Annual Page One Ball, 
Phil Silvers, Johnny Desmond and 
| Hildegarde headed for Newspaper 
' Guild’s Press Club, drew near-ca- 
pacity last week. 

Both Frederic McConnell’s Play 


| House and Karamu Theatre, head- | 
ed by Russell and Rowena Jelliffe, | quet Club. 
saluted by town’s top brass in civic | 
luncheons on their 40th birthdays. | 
theatrical | 
writer on Cleveland Plain Dealer, | build 800 homes. 


Harlowe Hoyt, vet 


_given reams of publicity and auto- | 


| graphing party by Burrows Store 
when his book “Town Hall To- 
night” was released. 
Film-plugging visitors here this 
week include John Agar, Samuel 


berace and Jack Palance, Danny 
| Kaye also making Main Stem spar- 


'kle by bringing his stage unit to! 


, Palace Nov. 10 for four-day run, 
{ —_——_—____—_—_—- 


| Scotland 


French actress Nicole Berger is | 


j By Gordon Irving 
(Glasgow; Kelvin 1590) 
Jimmy Logan, young comedian, 
into radio musical comedy, “The 
' Braw Callant.” 


j leeries,” set to open Dec, id at 
| Citizens Theatre, Glasgow. 

' Stuart Crichton new owner 
| the Regal Cinema, Kinghorn. 

“Seven Year Itch’ (20th) doing 
solid biz at La Scala, Glasgow. 

Josh White, U.S. folk-singer, to 
Ushel Hall, Edinburgh, on concert 
date. 

“Battle Cry” (WB) held over at 
Regal and Coliseum cinemas, Glas- 
gow. 

Gateway Theatre, Edinburgh, 
staging “The Merchant of Venice,” 
with Tom Fleming as Shylock. 

Katie Feather, dancer in ‘Five- 
‘Past Eight’’ revue at Alhambra, 
Glasgow, inked for 
dancer role in new Max Bygraves 
show “Meet Me at Corner,” at 
London Hippodrome. 


Munich 


By Karin Thimm 
Johannes Heesters is star at 
| Deutsches Theatre in Ralph Benat- 
zky’s musical ‘““My Sister and I.” 

There are so many American 
artists here now that it would not 
ibe difficult to produce an all U.S. 
| film in Munich. 

Film director Paul May is work- 


of 


“08 15.” For realism he is using 
American tanks and soldiers. 


Leo Mittler, from Hollywood, is 
stage manager of this season's 
first preem at the Operetta The- 


|atre, “Der Bettelstudent,” 
Milloecker. 


by Carl 
Mittler also will direct 


dorf. 
Dick Price, 
|; and skater, 


American 
turned down a Chicago 


offer to appear in the Hilton Hotel | 
there, in order to stay in Germany. | 


He is star of the American ice 
show in Garmisch, but may do a 
| German film. 


> 
Madrid 
By Ramsay Ames 
| {Castellana Hilton 372200) 

Robert Rossen has moved 
“Alexander the Great” crew 
to near-by Barajas to film 
additional battle scenes, 

Ava Gardner in London for Com- 
mand Film performance then back 
here to finish some 
Madrid’s Fono-Espana 
*Bowhani 

Madrid’s Plaza 
cially closed 
opens 1ts 
Christmas 


—E 


his 


studios 


until next 
gates~ Nov. 9 for 
benefit bullfight. 
Rafael Farina at Teatro Calder- 
on with his folklore company for 
four days. 
Italy’s Maria 


spring, 
annual 


Piazzi and Spain's 


out | 
some | 


Roger Stearn, nearly a musical | 


which , 


Goldwyn Jr, Charlton Heston, Li- | 


Christmas pantomime, ‘‘Whigma- | 


principal | 


“Cat on Hot Tin Roof” in Dussel- | 


dancer | 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


dubbing at} 
on ! 
Junction.” j 
\ionumental, offi- | 


—— 


Hollywood 


Buddy Gates hospitalized for 
major surgery. 
Sonja Henie and Reginal - 
ner planed in from NY. mers 

Leo Mantin in from Pari 
huddles with Mike Todd. ro 

Irving Briskin named chairman 
of Temple Israel 18th annual din- 
ner dance, 

Zeke Manners planed to Copen- 
hagen on the first leg of a Euro. 
pean tour. 

Seven Russian editors visited 
Hollywood studios af request of the 
| State Department. 

Jack Owens is new _ honorary 
mayor of Pacific Palisades, suc. 
ceeding Jerry Lewis. 

Sammy Davis Jr. to be guest of 
honor at a dinner to be tossed by 
Friars Club in Beverly Hills to- 
| morrow ‘Thurs.) night. 

Ivan Goff became a trustee of 
council of Writers Guild of Ameri- 
can Wesi, replacing Robert Carson, 
who is writing a novel, 


| Palm Springs 


Jack Benny in for the goif 
| matches. 


Jan Mitchell of Luchows at Race 


Joan Caulfield in with her par- 
ents for rest. 
Sol Lesser bought 359 acres to 


Howard Hawks spent a week at 
Chuckwalla Manor. 

i; Village jammed with golfers for 
|'Ryder Cup matches. 

' Alan Ladd taking second billing 
| to Higgins on their hardware store. 
' Demos, crossed up Reps, and in- 
vited Ike to speed his convales- 
cence here. 

Dave Lyons got the pickets away 
| fronr his place long enough for the 
| carpenters and masons to finish his 
Saddle and Sirloin nitery, 


Minneanolis 


By Les Rees 
“The Man Who Never Died” on 
' view at Hamline U. theatre. 
Cecilian Singers set for Minne- 


apolis Institute of Arts concert 
| Nov. 29. 
Helen Hoerle here ahead of 


| “Kismet,” due at Lyceum week of 
| Nov. 21. 
Mantevani orch one-nighter filled 
4,.500-seat Northrop Auditorium, 
with many turnaways. 
| With exploiteer Chick Evans in 
tow, actress Dana Wynters here in 

interests of pic, “The View From 
| Pompey’s Head.” 

Elizabeth Taylor, Michael Wild- 
'ing, Mercedes McCambridge, Jane 
, Withers and Chili Williams flying 
‘here from Hollywood this week to 


participate in Minnesota Arthritis 
and Rheumatism Foundation 
| luncheon, 


| 


Chicago 


Pianist Kokomo Wellington into 
the Nocturne. 
Humphrey 
ition shots for 
| Fall” pic. p 
| Tom Ward of the U. S. Steel 
flackery named radio-tv chairman 

of Junior Achievement Week. 
| Former songplugger Irwin Berke 
‘and dress shop impresario has 
opened a public relations firm. 
Hollywood barrister Jerry Gies- 
ler spoke at the Illinois Supreme 
'Court banquet last Friday night 
(4), 
| Producer Sam Goldwyn, Marlon 
| Brando and Jean Simmons in for 
‘midwest “Guys and Dolls” preem 
at the Chicago Friday (11), 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Joyce Aimee set for Saxony Ho- 
tel beginning Nov. 18. 

Selma Marlowe, wife of the late 
Sid Harris, will continue operation 
of his booking agency. 

Bill Jordan reopens his Bar of 
Music soon for 18th season, with 
Hal Fisher and Harvey Bell return- 
ing on longrun deals. 

Eddie Fisher made reservations 
for himself and Debbie Reynolds 
at the Saxony for mid-month; 
they'll be here for his sponsor's 
participation in the National Bot- 
tlers Convention. 


Portland, Ore. 


Eddie Peabody heading Amato's 
Supper Club. 
Joan Crawford set for personal 


Bogart in for loca- 
“The Harder They 


| here Nov, 21. 

George Ricco’s Trio in at Tod 
McClosky’'s Frontier Room. 

Alexis Smith in “Plain and 
Fancy” inked for Auditorium, Nov. 
22-26. 

Fred Waring and his “Hear, 
Hear” show set for Auditorium 
Nov. 16. 


Julio Pena here from Rome, the 
latter having just completed his | 
chore in “Revelacion.” 

Fernando Fernan-Gomez and 


Maria Asquerino to Rome for roles 
in Spanish-Italian 
i El Soltero” (The Bachelor), 


coproduction, | 


Spike Jones and His Musical In- 
sanities coming here for Automo- 


) bile Show Nev. 14-23, 
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OBITUARIES 


HAROLD BRAUDIS 

Harold (Hal) Braudis, 57, direc- 
tor of entertainment and promotion 
nt the Hotel Thunderbird, Las 
Vegas. died there Novy 5 from a 
relapse after an operation. Born 
in Rochester, N.H., he married 
Kathryn Duffy in Oklahoma City, 
where both started Kathryn Duffy 
productions for tours in the mid- 
west and eastern U.S. He managed 
and promoted the bookings, placing 
shows not oNy in major hotels 
and theatres in the U.S., but in 
Canada, South America, and Cuba. 

Braudis came to Las_ Vegas 
around 1945 to place the Kathryn 
Dufly line production at Hotel Last 
Frontier. In 1948, he became head 





of entertainment at Hotel Thunder- 
pird, the post In_ 
active at time of his death. 

Surviving are his wife, daughter 
and two brothers. 


PAT C, FLICK 


Pat C. Flick, 56, 


which he was |! 


| 
| 
| 


actor-writer, | lieu of flowers, 


in Memorial Hospital, New York, 
after a long illness. He had spent 
his 41st birthday on Oct. 15 in the 
hospital, his second siege in re- 
cent months while battling the 
ravages of cancer. During his 
first hospitalization, many of, the 
network’s high brass as well as 
scores of his past and present as- 
sociates visited him in relays, since 
he was one of the most popular 
publicists around. 

A grad of N.Y.U., Boscia had 
been with CBS since 1941 save for 
a brief period in 1944 when he was 


|in the p.r. sector of the Young & 


Rubicam ad agency. Before join- 
ing the network he had done pub- 
licity for 20th-Fox. 





| 
| 


The body reposed at a funeral | 


home in Bronxville, with services 
at 10 a.m. tomorrow (Thurs.) at Im- 
maculate Conception R.C. Church 
in Tuckahoe where a solemn re- 
quiem mass will be celebrated. In 
the family sug- 


Siamund Romberg 


(November 9, 1951) 


HARRY D. SQUIRES 





died of cancer Nov. 1 in Holly-; gested that donations be made to 


wood. Asa dialectician, he played 
numerous roles on the stage and 
on radio. For nine years he was 
Al Jolson’s radio writer and for 
a long time he was on the Fred 
Allen show. 

Joining the Warners story de- 
partment in 1935, Flick collabo- 
rated on a large number of scripts. 
He also wrote books for two stage 
musicals, “Boys and Girls To- 
gether” and “Simple Simon,” star- 
ring Ed Wynn. 

His widow, Helen, and five sis- 
ters survive. Interment was in 
Philadelphia. 





DALE CARNEGIE 
Dale Carnegie, 66, author, 
whose book “How to Win Friends 
and Influence People” was one of 
the world’s bestsellers, and boasts 


the Damon Runyon Cancer Fund. 

Boscia was married 16 years ago 
to the former Rita Riche. There 
are nine children. 


BILLY HAYES 

Billy Hayes, 65, former come- 
dian and stage foil, died Oct. 27 
in Merrylee, Glasgow. Originally a 
member of the vaude team of 
Hayes & Austin, he toured Eng- 
land and Scotland, and later settled 
in Scotland, becoming foil to 
comedians Bert Bendon and Jim- 
my Wallace. 

For a time Hayes was a comedian 
himself, partnering with his daugh- 
ter Anna in a comedy and dancing 
act. He was responsible for bring- 


.ing together Tommy Morgan and 


Tommy Yorke, thus helping to 
start-.a famous comedy partnership. 





a sale of nearly 5,000,000 copies, ! 





died Nov. 1 in Forest Hills, N.Y. 
Carnegie studied at the American 
Academy of Dramatic Arts, and 
was seen as Dr. Hartley in a road 
show of “Polly and the Circus.” 
Soon after he started his career as 
a teacher of public speaking, and 
after a year and a half of Army 
service, he became business man- 
ager for Lowell Thomas, who was 
on a lecture tour. After the tour 
he again continued teaching. 

Surviving are his wife 
daughter, 





ARTHUR J. GAINES 
_ Arthur J. Gaines, 69, who was 
the Minneapolis Symphony orches- 
tras business manager for 23 
years, died of a heart ailment Nov. 
2 in Minneapolis, At the time of 
‘iS retirement in 1953, he was the 
oicest major orchestra manager in 
point of service in America and 
Was credited with playing a major 
part in elevating the Minneapolis 


In Loving Memory of 


LOUIS RYDELL 


(Nov. 9, 1947) 
‘Gone but not forgotten’ 
i THE FAMILY 





mt ca to a top position in the 
nosines Started his orchestra af- 
shear ae with the St. Louis Sym- 
1912 Society as an accountant in 
man; and soon became the business 
Peg After 10 years in St. 
pai 1e became New York’s City 
haan ‘ony orchestra manager and 
eight to Minneapolis in 1923. After 
rin years in Minneapolis, he re- 
orehan to the St. Louis symphony 
petien - as business manager, but 
and — _to Minneapolis in 1938 
in lose ee until his retirement 
His 


surviy wife, daughter and two sons 
Pe | 'e 





' MICHAEL J. BOSCIA 
ex tichael J. (Mike) Boscia, 41, 
“cutive assistant in CBS Press 
nlormation (Radio), died Nov. 


SIGMUND ROMBERG 
(Nov. 9, 1951) 
ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS 
Sylvia and Irving Squires 





He retired some years ago. 
Survived by a son and three 







daughters. Anna, one of latter, is 
wife of Robert Hewitt, entertain- 
ments columnist of Glasgow Eve- 
ning Citizen. 


CHARLES M. WEINER 
Charles M. Weiner, 63, pioneer 
film industry sales exec in the 
Minneapolis area, died of a heart 
attack Oct. 27 in Los Angeles, 
where he was attending a Buena 


' Vista sales meeting. At the time 
and | 


of his death he was BV’s sales rep 
in the Minneapolis territory. He 
had been associated with the film 
industry in various sales capacities 
for more than 40 years. 

After opening Monogram’s (now 
Allied Artists) Minneapolis ex- 
change, Weiner served as _ its 
branch manager for years. He also 
was Selznick Pictures’ Canadian 
sales manager and local district 
manager. At one time he repped 
Italian Films Export and had been 
a United Artists salesman. 


RUTH WESTON 
Ruth Weston, 44, stage and 


! 
| 


| 











} 
' 
| 





| Havana. 


} 
} 


| screen actress, died Nov. 5 in East | 


| Orange, N. J. 


Claire in “Biography” in 1932. 
| Aunt 


Born in Boston, she 
began her Broadway career as a 
bit player and understudy of Ina 
In 
1944 she took over the part of 
Eller, created by Betty 
Garde, in “Oklahoma,” and _ re- 
mained in the role for 39 months. 

Among her other’ Broadway 
credits were “George Washington 
Slept Here,” “The American Way” 
and ‘“Three’s a Family.’ 
her films were “That Certain Age,” 
with Deanna Durbin, and 


i|Ohio River. 


ing,” “Sympathy” “Golden 
Sands of Waikiki.” 

Paley organized his own enter- 
tainment unit during World War II 
and conducted numerous tours of 
Army camps. He was also in 
charge of the Stage Door Canteen 
ig, eg 

His wife, 
survive, 


and 


son and a daughter 





E. STANLEY CURRIE 
E. Stanley Currie, 64, president 
and general manager of Canadian 
Kodak Co., Ltd., an affiliate of 
Eastman Kodak, died of a heart 
attack Nov. 6 in Toronto. A native 
of Stayner, Ont., he had been with 
the Kodak organization since 1912. 
Currie, who was named assistant 
to the president of Canadian Kodak 
and company secretary in 1937, 
was upped to assistant general 
manager and a director four years 
later. He became a veepee early 
in 1945 and rose to head the firm | 

later that year. 
His wife survives. 


KENNETH A. NYMAN 
Kenneth A. Nyman, 56, former 
president of the 
Exhibitors Assn., died Nov. 1 in 
London. He had been suffering 
from a heart ailment for some 





time, which necessitated his retire- | 


ment from active participation in 
industry affairs. 


A prominent independent exhib, | 


Nyman played a major role in the 
counsels of the CEA 
years, and at one time was also 
chairman of the association’s Lon- 
don and Home Counties Branch. 

His wife and three daughters, 
youngest of whom  is_~ with 
VARIETY’s London bureau, survive. 


BERT WILSON 

Bert Wilson (Ralph Bertram 
Puckett), 44, radio-tv sportscaster, 
died Nov. 5 in Mesa, Ariz. Al- 
though he had been suffering from 
high blood pressure for the past 
three years, Wilson recently had 
conipleted plans to shift to WLW- 


Cinematograph | 


in pre-war | 


and made frequent guest appear-| conducted his orchestra at the New 
ances with top network shows. He/ York Athletic Club festivals, died 
was a regular on the Eddie Cantor | Nov. 5 in N. Y. 


show for a time. 





ELIZABETH SCOTT 
Elizabeth Scott, 79, 
Paul theatrical 


Mrs. 
years a St. 


city. 


Scott, she owned and operated the 
onetime Minneapolis and St. Paul 
Metropolitan Theatres which then 
housed the legitimate in the Twin 
Cities. 
the 1930s. 


HOWARD S. PHILLIPS 





The houses were razed in|! 
| tory 





Herbert I. Bennett, managing 
editor of the Musical Courier for 


for | 25 years, died Nov. 5 in Riverdale, 
ea { and | N. > 
civic leader, died Nov. 2 in that | 

ye | Mother, 
With her late husband, L. N./| Magarian. 


of Albert and Alphone 
} operators of the Deluxe 
CTheatre, East St. Louis, died there 
Oct. 28. 


Father, 60, of Ian Fellows. resi- 
dent manager of Canadian Reper- 
Theatre, Ottawa, died there 


| Oct. 23. 


Howard S. Phillips, 65, manager | 


of the Renel Theatre, Philadelphia, 
died Oct. 31 in that city. He man- 
aged the old B. F. Keith Theatre 
vaude house from 1920 to 
and opened the Forrest Theatre 
for the Shuberts in 1928. He man- 
aged the Renel since 1944. 

His wife survives. 

HENRY VALLANCE 

Henry Vallance, brother-in-law 
of the late Sir Harry Lauder, and 
his manager for 42 years, died 
'Oct. 25 in Strathaven, Scotland, 
after a short illness. He toured 
with Sir Harry on many occasions, 
| including his visits to the U.S. 


Survived by his wife, son -and 
|two daughters. 
MIKE ROSENBERG 


Services will be held Sunday. 11 
|a.m., Home of Peace for Mike 
| Rosenberg. 62, who died Nov. 2 at 
i|Cedars of Lebanon’ Hollywood, 
|from a heart ailment. 

Vet exhib, co-owner of the Pa- 
| cific Drive-In chain, is survived by 
'two daughters, and two brothers. 


CHARLES KLINE 
Charles “Rube” Kline, 65, circus 
clown, died last week in Houston, 
following a stroke on Nov. 1. He 
was there to perform in the Shrine 





T, Cincinnati, to work the telecasts 
of the Cincinnati Redlegs games 
next season. For the past 12 years 
he had covered the Chicago Cubs 
broadcasts for WIND, Chicago, be- 
fore resigning at the end of last 
season 





Survived by wife and _ three 
daughters. 
BERT WHEELER 
Bert Wheeler, 85, retired vaude | 
performer, died Oct. 31 in New 
York. Wheeler, no relation of the 


stage and tv comedian namesake, 
took up juggling after serving in 
the Spanish-American War, when | 





Circus. 

Previously Kline appeared as a 
“clown policeman” with Ringling 
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey. 


RICHARD E. ULLMAN 

Richard E. Ullman, 57, head of 
RKO’s payroll dept. at its Coast 
studio, died of a heart attack Oct. 
28 in Hollywood. He was with RKO 
for the last eight years. 

Surviving are his wife, son and 
a daughter. 


WILLIE BIOFF 


Willie Bioff, 55, labor racketeer.| Gigli, New York, Nov. 5. 


1927, | 


| 


| 
| 


lican Federa 


| 


i 
| 
| 





Bernardo de Muro, 74, an oper- 
atic tenor, died Oct. 27 in Rome, 
after a long illness. Surviving are 
his wife and daughter. 

Ernest L. Green, former presi- 
dent of Troy, N.Y. Local 13, Amer- 
tion of Musicians, died 
recently in Cohoes, N. Y. 


Riley M. Thorne, 37. costume 
designer for various film studios, 
was killed Oct. 30 in a motorcycle 
accident near Hanford, Cal. _ 

Wife, 81, of veteran vaude single 
Jack Goidie, died Oct. 25. in 
Eoston. 


Husband of Peg Bruce, music li- 
brarian at WJAS, Pittsburgh, died 
Oct. 19. 


| Mother, 85, of bandleader Harry 
Owens, died Nov. 2 in Glendale, 
| Cal. 


— 





Mother of music director Buddy 
Cole died Oct. 39 in Hollywood. 
| Jerome S. Merritt, 66, retired 
singer, died Nov. 2 in Port Chester, 
N. Y 


Owen E. Brennan, 45, New Or- 
leans restaurateur, died Nov. 4 in 


(that city. 





| Bride 


Lili Moss, sister of Mose, Walter 
and Albert Gumble, died Nov. 1 in 


|New York. 





MARRIAGES 
Myra Jo-an Kapp to Dr. Theo- 
core Levitt. New York, Nov. 6. 
is the daughter of the late 


| Jack Kapp, first president of Decca 
| Records Inc. 


Ormond 
Bride 


Sue Ellen Blake to 


he started with a showboat on the} Who in 1941 admitted extortion of | is a legit, film and tv actress; he’s 


He later developed | 
his own pantomime-juggling act. 
“Fun on the Boulevard,” and/| 
toured with it on the Pantages and 
Keith circuits, as well as on two} 
world tours, and then brought it} 
to the Palace Theatre, N.Y. He | 
retired from the stage in 1923. 

Surviving are his wife, son and | 
daughter. 


ANDY McBAN 

Andy McBan (‘Vilim), 67, retired 
vaude performer and one time film 
projectionist, died recently in Daly 
City, Cal. Noted as a juggler, he 
was a member of the Juggling Nor- 
mans some 50 vears ago and also 
trouped with the Juggling Mc- 
Bans. 

MecBar, who appeared in a num- 
ber of Joe Cook shows, became a 
projectionist after leaving vaude. 
He was a boothman for 17 years | 
with Warners’ Washington The- 
atre, Chester, Pa. He retired to 
California three years ago. | 





JEROME WILZIN 

Jerome Wilzin, 74, veteran the- 
atrical attorney, died Oct. 28 in 
He was a senior partner 
in the law firm of Wilzin & Hal--| 
perin, which has the William Mor- | 
ris Agency as one of its major} 
clients. 

Wilzin was an attorney for about 
50 years and partnered with Mi- 
chael Halperin for about 30. He 
retired from active practice about 


i two vears ago and had been spend- 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


“Made | Oakley was a member of the Mo- 


ing the bulk of his time in Havana. 
Survived by his wife. 


NOMAN F. OAKLEY 


Norman F. Oakley, 61, retired | 
eastern sales manager of the | 


photographic products department 


Among | of E. I. du Pont de Nemours Co., | 


died Nov. 4 in Long Branch, N.J. 


For Each Other,” with the late |tion Picture Pioneers, Society of | 


Carole Lombard. 
Surviving are her husband and 
halt-Lrother, 


HERMAN PALEY 
Herman Paley, 76, songwriter 
and charter member of ASCAP, 


died Nov. 4 in Hollywood after five | 


weeks of heart ailment. Born in 
Russia, he studied musie in New 





7| Mary,” 


York at City College and Colum- 
bia U. Among the flock of songs 
he composed were “Cheer Up, 
“Billy,” “Keep on Smil- 


| 
! 


| 


Motion Picture and Television En- | 

gineers and The Lambs. 
Surviving are his daughter, 

sister and two brothers. 


son, 


ARTHUR BORAN 
Arthur Boran, 48, a vet vaude 
and nitery performer, died Oct. 30 | 
in New York after a long illness. 
One of the leading mimics, he was | 
a top exponent in this field. He 
plaved major theatre circuits and 
many leading cafes. | 
Boran was also a staple in radio! 


‘she owned and operated 


|25 vears the owner of Hamburg’s 


$1,000,060 from Hollywood | film- 

makers, was killed, by a wired-to- 

explode car in Phoenix Nov 4. 
Fuller story in picture section. 


RALPH JUUL 
Ralph Juul, 67, an actor for 590 
years on the stage, screen and 
radio, died Nov. 5 in Chicago. One 


of the leading character in ‘Just 
Plain Bill’ in the 1930s on radio. 


Chester Alan Gash, 48, restau- 
rateur and designer, who was co- 
founder of the Antiques Fair, 


which is held annually in Madison | 


Square Garden, died Nov. 5 in 
New York. Surviving are his wife, 
son, sister and two brothers. 


Mrs. Bernard Paulter, 


| 


| Hollywood, Nov. 6. 


a photographer. 

Judy Howard to Jules Chakin, 
Bride’s an ac- 
tress; he’s a musician. 


Antoinette Cunningham to P. P. 


O’Reilly, Dublin, Oct. 27. He’s a 

newscaster with Radio Eireann. 
Joan Herchick to PFC James 

Sita, Pittsburgh, Nov. 5. 3ride’s 





69, for- | 


mer exhibitor, died of cancer Nov. | 


3 in St. Louis. 
the old 
King Bee, an indie nabe theatre in 
St. Louis, frem 1931 to 1947. 


Martha Struckmeyer, for the last 


theatre 
official 


oldest 
first 


“Knopf’s Theatre,” 
in Hamburg and the 


| film theatre in Germany, died Oct. 


17 in Hamburg. 

Ethel Kramer Semen, 29. concert 
violinist who performed under her 
maiden name Ethel Kramer, died 
Oct. 29 in New York, after a long 





illness. 

Richard E. Ullman, 57, head of 
|'RKO studio payroll department, 
'died Oct. 28 in Hollywood of a 
|heart attack. Survivors include 


his wife, son and a daughter. 
Em Vernon, 55, wife of Bobby 
Telford, comedian, and partner in 


vaude act of Telford & Vernon, 
|died recently in Glasgow atiter a 
lengthy illness 


Mother of Dwight Cappel, music 
librarian and jazz expert of 
WWSW, Pittsburgh, died Oct. 24 
in that city just six months after 
death of Cappel’s father. 

Martha McDonald, 65, retired 
since February after conducting a 
daily cooking show on KRLD-TV, 
Dallas, since 1950, died Oct. 30 in 
that city. 


Frank Stretz, 89; who formerly 


With her husband, | 


| o< . , la a72 j 
of his best known roles was that on Penn 


Theatre staff. 





BIRTHS 
Mrs. Hy 
Pittsburgh, 


tichman, 
Nov. iM 


Mr. and 
daughter, 


Mother’s Vivien Richman, a folk 
| singer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Powell, son, 


Father's disk 
public service 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 27. 
jockey-director of 
at WILY in Pitt. 


Mr. and Mrs. James Murray, 
son, Pittsburgh, Oct. 30. Father’s 
manager of KQV. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill  Sortino, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Oct. 31. 
Father’s with Joe Pape orch 

Mr. and Mrs. John = Geary, 
daughter, New York, October 10. 


Father and mother were both with 


Civic Light Opera in Pittsburgh 
for several scasons. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Baker, 
daughter, Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Father is a screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harmon O. Nel- 
son, twin son and daughter, Ingle- 
wood, Cal., Oct. 28. Mother, Anne, 
is director of business affairs of 
CBS Radio, Hollywood; father 1s 
redio-tv director of Stromburger, 
Lavene & McKenzie. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Meeker, 
daughter, Evanston, Ill., Nov. 2. 


Father is a bandleader. 


Mr. and Mrs. Padraig O’Rag- 
hallaigh, son, Dublin, Oct. 31. 
Mother is actress Pegg Monahan; 


father is deputy controller of pro- 


grams at Redio Eireann. 

Mr. and Mrs. Julius Barnathan, 
son, New York, Nov. 4. Father is 
a researcher at the ABC network. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lorne Monroe, 
twin sons, Philade!phia, Oct. 27 
Father is first cellist with the 
Philadelphia Orchestra; mother 1s 
former violist with National Sym- 
phony. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Huston, 
daughter, Philadelphia, Nov. 9. 
Father is director tor 


program : 
station WKDN, Camden, N.J. 
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TENNESSEE 
ERNIE 
FORD 


ON 





NBC-TV - Monday Thru Friday 
CBS RADIO-Monday Thru Friday 


CAPITOL RECORDS — Everyday 
Latest Smash Hit! 


“16 TONS” 





*DREFT @ TIDE © BLUEBONNET MARGARINE @ PHILIP MORRIS @ CHASE & SAN- 
BORN COFFEE (Instant & Regular) @ ROYAL INSTANT PUDDINGS @® ROYAL 
GELATIN DESSERTS @ DROMEDARY CAKE MIXES @ ALKA SELTZER @ CBS- 
COLUMBIA TV @ MINUTE MAID ORANGE JUICE @ SNOW CROP FROZEN FOODS 


m2 
Personal Management: Publicity: & | | 
CLIFFIE STONE MICKEY FREEMAN | i 
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